BUNDLES
CROPS BUNDLE #7
SOIL HEALTH – “ORGANIC”
B000CPL7

Crop Bundle#7 ‐ Soil
Health ‐"Organic"

Addresses soil quality degradation, water quality degradation, and
fish/wildlife inadequate habitat

Code

Enhancement Name

Description

DO ALL ENHANCMENTS IN THIS GROUP

E484106Z

Mulching to improve soil
health

E595116Z

Reduce risk of pesticides
in surface water by
utilizing IPM PAMS
techniques

E590118Z

Improving nutrient uptake
efficiency and reducing
risk of nutrient losses to
surface water

E393126Z

Extend existing filter strip
to reduce excess sediment
in surface water

E612136Z

Tree/Shrub planting for
wildlife food.
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Implement a crop rotation which utilizes mulch and addresses all four
principle components of soil health: increases diversity of the cropping
system; maintains residue throughout the year; keeps a living root; and
minimizes soil chemical, physical and biological disturbance. Plant‐based
mulching materials will be applied at least once during the rotation. The
rotation will include at least 4 different crop and/or cover crop types (crop
types include cool season grass, warm season grass, cool season
broadleaf, warm season broadleaf) grown in a sequence that will produce
a positive trend in the Organic Matter (OM) subfactor value over the life
of the rotation, as determined by the Soil Conditioning Index (SCI). RUSLE2
or WEPS must be used to document the rotation and SCI calculations.
Utilize integrated pest management (IPM) prevent, avoidance,
monitoring, and suppression (PAMS) techniques to reduce risk of
pesticides in surface water and reducing the potential for delivery of
chemicals into water bodies.
Nutrient management encompasses managing the amount, source,
placement, and timing of the application of plant nutrients and soil
amendments. Nutrients are currently being applied on the farm based on
the 4R nutrient stewardship principles. Enhanced nutrient use efficiency
strategies or technologies are utilized to improve nutrient use efficiency
and reduce risk of nutrient losses.
Extend existing filter strips for water quality protection (reduce excess
sediment in surface waters). Extend the existing buffer for a total of 60
feet or more to enhance water quality functions. The extended buffers
must be composed of at least 5 species of non‐noxious, wildlife friendly
grasses and/or perennial forbs best suited to site conditions. Include
species that provide pollinator food and habitat where possible.
Tree and shrub planting will enhance habitat for native wildlife. A
minimum of five tree and shrub species will be used; they will be species
that provide food for identified wildlife species.
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