BUNDLES
CROPS BUNDLE #4
SOIL HEALTH ROTATION, REDUCED TILL
B000CPL4
Code

Crop Bundle#4 ‐ Soil
health rotation,
Reduced till
Enhancement Name

Addresses soil quality degradation, insufficient water, water quality
degradation, and fish/wildlife inadequate habitat
Description

DO ALL ENHANCMENTS IN THIS GROUP

E328106Z1

Soil health crop rotation

E345115Z

Reduced tillage to
increase plant‐available
moisture: moisture
management

E595116X

E590118X

E327136Z1
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Reduce risk of pesticides
in surface water by
utilizing precision
pesticide application
techniques
Reduce risks of nutrient
losses to surface water
by utilizing precision
agriculture technologies
to plan and apply
nutrients
Conservation cover to
provide food habitat for
pollinators and beneficial
insects

Implement a crop rotation which addresses all four principle components
of soil health: increases diversity of the cropping system; maintains
residue throughout the year; keeps a living root; and minimizes soil
chemical, physical and biological disturbance. The rotation will include at
least 4 different crop and/or cover crop types (crop types include cool
season grass, warm season grass, cool season broadleaf, warm season
broadleaf) grown in a sequence that will produce a positive trend in the
Organic Matter (OM) subfactor value over the life of the rotation, as
determined by the Soil Conditioning Index (SCI). The current NRCS wind
and water erosion prediction technologies must be used to document
the rotation and SCI calculations.
Establish a reduced till system to increase plant‐available moisture. Each
crop in the crop rotation shall have a Soil Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) of
no greater than 80. The current NRCS wind and water erosion prediction
technologies must be used to document STIR calculations. Maintain a
minimum 60 percent surface residue cover throughout the year to
reduce evaporation from the soil surface.
Utilize precision application techniques to reduce risk of pesticides in
surface water by reducing total amount of chemical applied and reducing
the potential for delivery of chemicals into water bodies.
Utilize precision application technology and techniques to reduce risk of
nutrients in surface water by reducing total amount of applied and
reducing the potential for delivery of nutrients into water bodies.
Precision agriculture technology is utilized to plan and apply nutrients to
improve nutrient use efficiency and reduce risk of nutrient losses.
Seed or plug nectar and pollen producing plants in non‐cropped areas
such as field borders, vegetative barriers, contour buffer strips, grassed
waterways, shelterbelts, hedgerows, windbreaks, conservation cover,
and riparian forest and herbaceous buffers.
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