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Increase riparian herbaceous cover width to enhance wildlife
habitat

Conservation Practice 390: Riparian Herbaceous Cover

APPLICABLE LAND USE: Crop (Annual & Mixed); Crop (Perennial); Pasture;
Range; Associated Ag Land; Farmstead

fESOURCE CONCERN ADDRESSED: Fish & Wildlife — Inadequate Habitat

Enhancement Description

Where an existing herbaceous riparian buffer is located along a river, stream, pond, lake, or
other waterbody, increase the diversity of native species, control invasive species, install
fencing and relocate equipment operations, trails, and livestock, and increase the width of
the buffer.

Criteria

. Existing buffer width shall be at least 35 feet or (if applicable) the minimum State
buffer-width requirement, whichever is greater. Maximum enhancement buffer
width may be increased up to the greater of 100 feet or the State-allowed maximum
width, but no greater than the width of the geomorphic floodplain.

. The management plan shall consider habitat and wildlife objectives such as habitat
diversity, habitat linkages, daily and seasonal habitat ranges, limiting factors, and
native plant communities.

. Select native species adapted to the site. Selected species should have multiple
values such as those suited for biomass, wintering and nesting cover, aesthetics,
forage value for aquatic invertebrates, and tolerance to locally used herbicides.
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The location, layout and vegetative structure and

composition of the buffer should complement natural features.

° Corridor configuration, establishment procedures and management should enhance
habitats for threatened, endangered and other plant or animal species of concern,
where applicable.

° Include forbs and legumes that provide pollen and nectar for native pollinators.
Utilize a diverse mix of plant species that bloom at different times throughout the
year.

° If mowing is necessary to maintain herbaceous cover it will occur outside the nesting

and fawning season and allow for adequate re-growth for winter cover. To protect
pollinators and maintain habitat with a diversity of plant structure, a third or less of
the site should be disturbed (mowed, grazed, burned, etc.) each year, allowing for
recolonization of pollinators from surrounding habitat.

. Harmful plant and animal pests present on the site will be controlled or eliminated as
necessary to achieve and maintain the intended purpose. Pest management will be
conducted in a manner that mitigates impacts to pollinators.

. Protect riparian vegetation by reducing or excluding haying and grazing until the
desired plant community is well established, with grazing deferred for a minimum of
two years.

. Control access of people, machinery, and livestock to the riparian zone with fencing.
. Design the expanded buffer enhancement for an expected life of at least 5 years.

Documentation Requirements

° Specifications for this practice shall be prepared for each site. Specification shall be
recorded using approved specifications sheets, job sheets, narrative statements in
the conservation plan, or other acceptable documentation.
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