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My Experience as a Minnesota Earth Team Volunteer
By Ryan McKee

When I finished my school year at Concordia 
College in St. Paul, my celebration was short. I 
found myself in a panic because I needed a summer 
internship. But some of the pressure on me lifted 
when my mother talked to Reggie Liddell, a close 
family friend who told her about the opportunity 
to volunteer for the NRCS’ Earth Team.  
With the interview approaching, I wanted 
to make a good impression. Luckily, I had an 
immediate connection with Julie MacSwain, my 
new supervisor. Julie is the Minnesota State Public 
Affairs Officer and state Earth Team Coordinator. 
She helped me understand her role and how I could 
help her achieve the agency’s mission. It was my 
job to make sure Julie’s day went smoothly and 
even though I sometimes fell short, the scope of her 
responsibilities really opened my eyes.
I helped work on projects as diverse as sending 
outreach letters to urban farmers to conducting 
interviews with local bison farmers. A big part 
of my job was working with Jim Axel, NRCS 
Minnesota’s Visual Information Specialist. He took 
the time to help me with numerous tasks such as 
editing, making sure a poster was appealing and 
explaining the details of my job. 
One of the biggest benefits of this internship 
was the opportunity to meet other great NRCS 

employees at the NRCS National Public Affairs 
Specialists’ conference in Minneapolis. Meeting 
African American leaders such as Leonard Jordan, 
Associate Chief for Conservation, Astor Boozer, 
West Regional Conservationist, and Katherine 
Burse, Tennessee State Public Affairs Specialist, 
was truly inspiring. In the future, I hope to inspire 
and mentor young talent the way they inspired me. 
Looking back at how worried and anxious I 
was for an internship, I get chills knowing I 
had the pleasure of volunteering for NRCS. All 
my experiences will push me that much closer 
to where I want to be. This was truly a great 
experience. 

Earth Team Volunteer,Ryan McKee worked with Julie MacSwain 
(above left), MN Earth Team Coordinator and Katherine Burse, TN 
Public Affairs Officer, during his time as a volunteer. 


