
Emergency 
Watershed 
Protection  
Program 

Contact Us 

For information & assistance, 
please contact your local

NRCS field office:
NRCS-Arizona Directory

Wildfires & Floods 

Following a wildfire, there is an increased 
potential for accelerated runoff and soil 
erosion due to the loss of vegetation that 
stabilizes the soil and slows the water.  
The EWP Program is used to help people 
and communities recover from the  
damaging effects of these wildfires and 
floods. 

In recent years, Arizona has experienced a 
number of devastating large-scale  
wildfires that have directly impacted  
local communities.  In the aftermath of 
these fires, these same communities are 
often subject to severe flooding and  
erosion damages.   

Jersey barriers help guide flood waters away from 
a home following the Monument Fire.  

EWP specialists from NRCS examine potential threats 
with the project sponsor for the Wallow Fire area.   

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/az/contact/local/


Owners, operators and managers of  
private, public or tribal lands are eligible 
for EWP Program assistance if:  

1. their watershed area has been
damaged by a natural disaster;

2. there is a threat to life or
property;

3. the threat significantly exceeds 
that which existed before the 
watershed impairment; and

4. they are represented by a
project sponsor.

Each EWP Program project requires a 
sponsor who applies for assistance.  
A sponsor can be any legal subdivision of 
tribal, state, county or local government.  
Sponsors are needed to provide: 

 legal authority to do restoration
work,  

 obtain necessary permits and
landrights, 

 contribute funds or in-kind
services,  

 and maintain the completed
emergency measures.   

The sponsor determines priorities for  
emergency assistance while coordinating 
the work of other federal and local  
agencies.  

Eligibility & Sponsorship 

The application for assistance should  
come in the form of a letter signed by an 
official of the sponsoring organization.  
The letter should include: 

 the nature of the event,
 description of damages,
 and location for which assistance

is requested.   

The sponsor should indicate willingness 
and ability to provide 25% of the total  
installation cost, responsibility for  
operation & maintenance, and the authority 
to obtain necessary landrights and permits.  

For more information please visit:
NRCS-Arizona EWP Program Webpage 

Natural channel constructed to carry runoff from 
Schultz Wildfire burned area near Flagstaff.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s  
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) administers the Emergency  
Watershed Protection (EWP) Program, 
which responds to emergencies created by 
natural disasters, such as wildfires and 
floods.  Funding for the program is pro-
vided through emergency congressional  
appropriations. 

Types of Assistance 

EWP Program recovery consists of 
installing measures that help protect lives 
and property following a natural disaster.  
EWP work can include measures such as:  

 removing debris from clogged stream
channels and bridges 

 reshaping and protecting eroded banks
 reseeding damaged areas

NRCS provides up to 75% of the  
construction cost of emergency measures.  
The remaining 25% must come from local 
sponsors and can be in the form of cash or in
-kind services.  All EWP work must reduce 
threats to life or property.  Proposed  
measures must be technically sound and  
economically, environmentally and socially 
defensible.  Selected measures must  
represent the least costly alternative.  

Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program 

Request for Assistance 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/az/programs/financial/ewp/
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