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Earth Team Volunteer Receives President’s Lifetime Achievement Award

(l to r) Ann English, SC State conservationist, James Tillman, Sr., 
SE Regional Conservationist,  presents certificate Luke Nance and 
his wife, Laurely Nance

Luke Nance, South Carolina Earth Team volunteer, 
received the President’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award which is given to individuals who donate 
4,000 or more volunteer hours during their 
lifetime. James Tillman, Sr., NRCS regional 
conservationist-Southeast, and Ann English, South 
Carolina NRCS state conservationist presented the 
award to Nance.

“We are extremely proud of the dedicated service 
that Mr. Nance has provided South Carolina NRCS 
over the years as an Earth Team volunteer,” said 
English. 
Nance is a retired Planning Engineer with more 
than 41 years of service with NRCS. After his 
retirement on Jan. 3, 2009, he took the weekend 
off and returned to his desk Monday morning as 
an Earth Team volunteer. He continues to work on 
NRCS projects and offer his engineering expertise, 
gained through years of on-job experience.

“I believe in watershed projects and how they can 
help people and natural resources,” said Nance. “I 
like doing the things that I do, and that includes 
working on projects and with people.”
Currently, Nance has volunteered more than 
5,000 hours to the Earth Team program in South 
Carolina, and according to him, he has every 
intention of continuing to volunteer in the future.

“Hopefully, with nearly 50 years of experience on 
projects, I can continue to contribute to the cause 
of conservation,” said Nance.
South Carolina NRCS staff are proud of the 
accomplishments Nance has made as an Earth 
Team volunteer and recognize him as integral part 
of the NRCS team. “We applaud his acceptance 
of this tremendous honor and encourage him to 
continue sharing his time and knowledge with not 
only employees, but the community, as well,” said 
English.


