Another Conservation Success Story...
Lanier County, Georgia

CSP Makes Differ-
ence for Georgia Olive
Farms

By Amelia Hines, Public Affairs Specialist, Watkinsville

What do a banker, an insurance entrepreneur
and row crop farmer have in common? If
you ask the Shaws, they will simply say
‘olives’.

Brothers, Jason and Sam, started farm-
ing olives with their cousin Kevin Shaw
in 2009. They wanted to re-introduce the
Southeastern United States to olive farm-
ing. Two years later, Georgia Olive Farms
produced the first commercial harvest of
olives east of the Mississippi River since
the late 1800°s.

“Olives are cutting edge in the Eastern
part of the United States,” Kevin said.

Their business venture into olive farm-
ing all started with a study-abroad tripto |
Italy. Jason Shaw remembers that trip not
because of the region’s world renowned
vineyards but because of the olive or-
chards. Although it would be years until
he made his dream a reality, he found a
way to bring olives to his hometown. ‘

acres of olive trees. Most of that acreage is used to
grow three varieties of trees—Arbequina, Koronei-
ki, and Arbosana-that produce olives used to make
their signature olive oil blend. Other sections of
the land are used to establish olive tree seedlings
that are sold to fellow producers. The olive opera-
tion is irrigated by a drop irrigation system and the
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Pictured are cousins, Jason (left) and Kevin (right). They own and op-
erate Georgia Olive Farms with Jason’s brother, Sam.

Shaws use the Super High Density
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resources and try different farming practices that
are both good for business and the environment.

A 2012 Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP) contract will allow the Shaws an opportu-
nity to continue their conservation efforts on 33
acres of the olive farm and 963 acres of row crop

farmland. The Shaws will
use plant tissue sampling to
determine nutrient needs in
the soil by studying leaves
on the trees and row crops
for deficiencies. By cor-
rectly determining levels

of nutrients such nitrogen,
the farmers will be better at
determining fertilizer needs.

Other practices covered
under the contract include
controlled traffic methods
and retrofitting the irrigation
- system with drift reduc-
ing nozzles. The controlled
. " traffic method focuses on
g not using farming equip-

~ ment, fuel, or time if it isn’t
necessary. This method cuts
down on production costs,
increases yield, and helps
protect the soil by limiting soil erosion. Drift
reducing nozzles are important because they help

Jason added
that they hope to make the business profitable in
the next few seasons.

And, it seems the farm has plenty of potential.
Georgia Olive Farms operation consists of 60

Olive Farms.

Pictured above are a group of olive trees grown by Georgia

Like any other farming
operation, it takes new tech-
niques and practices to continue
making improvements. These
types of op-
portunities
are avail-

. able through

+ government

* programs.

Because

Kevin has

been farming row crops for

g more than 30 years, he was

& familiar with the programs

il offered by the USDA-Natural

Resources Conservation Ser-

4 vice (NRCS). These programs
are available to help farms like
Georgia Olive Farms conserve

Olives like those shown here are used
to make extra virgin olive oil.

“\Well - (SHD) method of farming olives iy & THPRTA
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not maxing ” mechanically enue for getting support
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were doing.” He adds,
“If you can get a little
bit of money doing the
right thing, seems like
the right thing to do.”

Jason urges other
producers to become
familiar with the as-
‘ sistance that NRCS
provides. “We have
really good folks down
here who educate local
producers,” he said.

The family, who always makes it a priority to
conserve natural resources on their land, agrees
it’s all part of their legacy. “Our ancestors have
always done a good job of taking care of the land
and we want to protect it for our future genera-
tions,” Jason explained.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from
USDA, participating in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. Information
about how to file a discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status,
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To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination complaint form, available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.
usda.gov, or write to: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, Or call toll free at (866)
632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities
may contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).



