Another Conservation Success Story...
Columbia County, Georgia

Barron Cattle Farm Restored

William Barron purchased a 150-
acre tract of cut-over timber ten years
ago and has worked consistently toward
his goal of turning this property into a
productive cattle farm and a conserva-
tion-oriented farm as well. Even more
significant is that he is doing it all with-
out cost-share assistance.

Since purchasing the farm, Barron
has worked closely with the Columbia
County District and Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). He first
developed a conservation plan with
technical assistance from NRCS and
then completed the clearing and land
preparation for the hay and pasture
areas.

Approximately 30 acres of Tift 44
was sprigged for the hay field and Tift 9
Bahia grass was planted for the pasture
fields.

Several structural improvements
have been completed. A large hay
barn/machinery storage building is com-
plete and now stores ample hay for this
winter. The perimeter fencing is com-
plete. An NRCS designed 3-acre pond
for watering has also been built.

Barron is also committed to protect-
ing the farm pond and streams by
installing conservation buffers and
excluding cattle from the water bodies.
He also manages each pasture for graz-
ing by using temporary fencing to create
paddocks.

Because of his ongoing conservation
work, the Columbia County Soil and
Water Conservation District selected
William Barron as the Conservationist
of the Year in 2002.

More practices are planned for his
farm. Among them are the installation
of a corral system, prescribed grazing,
cross fencing, installation of pipeline
and water troughs with heavy use, nutri-
ent and pest management, forage har-
vest management, and use exclusion
and prescribed burning.

“Bill Barron, Columbia
County SWCD 2002
Conservationist of the
Year, is an excellent
example of how one
individual’s personal
commitment to conser-
vation can improve and
protect Columbia
County’s natural
resources.”—Rick
Crawford, Columbia
County SWCD
Supervisor
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“The Natural Resources
Conservation Service
provided me the techni-
cal assistance I needed to
develop a productive cat-
tle farm.”-William
Barron

Central Savannah RC&D
706-798-7967

0 NRCS Natural Resources
\~%/ Conservation Service

706-798-4070

Columbia County Soil and Water

Conservation District

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,

large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



