Another Conservation Success Story...

Cobb County, Georgia

Farming 1n the
Midst of Urbanization

Most people would think that there were
no farms left in Cobb County; however, Gerald
W. Wallace would beg to differ. Wallace
moved to this 80 acre tract of land in Powder
Springs in 1969. When he moved here, there
was no development around him and there was
very little traffic to disturb his quaint environ-
ment.

Over time, development began to creep
toward the southwest corner of Cobb County.
Land prices increased making it difficult to
continue farming in this area.

Due to increased development, flooding
along Sweetwater Creek began to affect por-
tions of his lower pastures. Despite all of all
the challenges, Wallace continues to make a go
of his farm.

At first, he was skeptical about working
with government programs — too much paper
work—too much government intervention. After
several meetings, he agreed to let us develop a
basic conservation plan for his farm. His con-
servation plan included his primary goals and
objectives for his farm. After explaining and
reviewing NRCS programs and his conserva-
tion plan, Wallace decided to participate in
government programs.

In 2002, Wallace requested information
from our local Marietta field office on the

Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
(CCRP).

Wallace applied for CCRP and was
approved to fence out 15.8 acres of bottom
land pasture to restore a riparian buffer along
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In addition to
CCRP, Wallace
applied for Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) to assist him with additional
practices that were not funded under CCRP.
Under EQIP, additional measures were funded
such as a well, pasture and hayland planting,
heavy use protection, fencing and prescribed
grazing.

Wallace stated that, “without programs
such as EQIP and CCRP, most farmers would
not be able to put conservation on the land”.
“The cost of materials, labor and gasoline has
increased so much that these costshare pro-
grams helps us to protect our land and be good
stewards of what we have.”

“Thanks to these programs, I have clean
water for my live-
stock to drink,
management of my
' pastures has

& improved through
. rotational grazing,

- streambank has
- been reduced and

made a difference
since I have fenced
* out the livestock
from the stream.”

Wallace’s Farm
is the first Farm to
be approved for the
CCRP in Cobb
County.
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“After” phofo showi.n.g the Riparian buffer in place.

What is the Continuous

Conservation Reserve Program?

The Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) provides technical and financial assis-
tance to eligible farmers and ranchers to
address soil, water, and related natural
resource concerns on their lands in an envi-
ronmentally beneficial and cost-effective
manner.

The program provides assistance to
farmers and ranchers in complying with
Federal, State, and tribal environmental
laws, and encourages environmental
enhancement. The program is funded
through the Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC).

CRP is administered by the Farm Service
Agency, with NRCS providing technical
land eligibility determinations, conservation
planning and practice implementation.

The Conservation Reserve Program
reduces soil erosion, protects the Nation's
ability to produce food and fiber, reduces
sedimentation in streams and lakes,
improves water quality, establishes wildlife
habitat, and enhances forest and wetland
resources.

It encourages farmers to convert highly
erodible cropland or other environmentally
sensitive acreage to vegetative cover, such as
tame or native grasses, wildlife plantings,
trees, filterstrips, or riparian buffers.

Farmers receive an annual rental pay-
ment for the term of the multi-year contract.
Cost sharing is provided to establish the veg-
etative cover practices.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or
call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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