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         Panhandle Basins                                  
                                                 May 1, 2026 
 

 

WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK 
Panhandle basins received near to above normal precipitation in April ranging between ~100 to 115% 
(Fig. 1), and total water year precipitation remains near normal at ~105 to 110% (Fig. 2). Snowpack 
continues to be lackluster for this time of year and is ~55% of normal (Fig. 3). Even though this year’s 
snowpack peak was about a month earlier than normal, April was relatively cold and wet, which helped 
reduce the rate of snowmelt. NOAA’s 30-day outlook predicts above normal temperatures and below 
normal precipitation, suggesting the snowmelt rate will pick up its pace over the next month. There is 
~70 to 80% of this year’s snowpack remaining (Fig. 6). Although snowpack has been well below normal 
across the Idaho Panhandle for most of the winter, this area is faring better than most of the Western 
United States.  
 
Reservoir storage in the Panhandle lakes is near to above normal: Coeur d’Alene is 108% of normal 
(95% full), Pend Oreille is 91% of normal (54% full), and Priest Lake is 125% of normal (104% full). 
Streamflow forecasts for May through July are 38 to 92% of normal at the 50% exceedance level across 
the Panhandle basins. Streamflow forecasts increased in the Pend Oreille from last month because the 
headwaters in Montana kept the high-elevation pack at near normal levels due to the cool, wet April 
weather. However, conditions deteriorate slightly moving north into the Flathead and Kootenai, and 
decline significantly further to the west in Idaho due to below median snowpack and drier overall con-
ditions in northern Idaho. Outside the Pend Oreille mainstem, streamflow volumes for this portion of 
Idaho and across the border in Washington are expected to be far below median. Given this winter’s 
below normal snowpack and NOAA’s prediction for drier and warmer than normal conditions this spring 
and summer, we urge water users to consider the 70 and 90% exceedance streamflow forecasts issued 
at each point rather than only the 50% exceedance forecast to limit risk. 

  

 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basinstation&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=43.170&lon=-112.088&zoom=5.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basinstation&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=43.170&lon=-112.088&zoom=5.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-plots/?state=ID&basin=COEUR+D%27ALENE-ST.+JOE&year=2026&pubDate=4-1&period=all&normalType=MED&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=false&showMax=false&showMaxLabel=false&showMaxYear=false&showMin=false&showMinLabel=false&showMinYear=false&showNumberObservations=false&hideEmpty=true&hideNeg=true&chartWidth=800
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-plots/?state=ID&basin=COEUR+D%27ALENE-ST.+JOE&year=2026&pubDate=4-1&period=all&normalType=MED&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=false&showMax=false&showMaxLabel=false&showMaxYear=false&showMin=false&showMinLabel=false&showMinYear=false&showNumberObservations=false&hideEmpty=true&hideNeg=true&chartWidth=800




         Clearwater River Basin                                  

                                                 May 1, 2026 
 

 
WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK 

During the month of April, the Clearwater Basin received 115% of normal precipitation (Fig. 1). This 
kept the total water year precipitation above normal at 109% (Fig. 2). Although the snowpack in the 
Clearwater is in much better condition than the rest of the Western U.S., it is still below normal for this 
time of year at 75% (Fig. 3). Throughout May, the basin experienced multiple snowfall events with 
periods of melt in between, but none of this was enough to surpass the peak snowpack level that 
occurred in mid-March. The snowpack peaked at 76% of normal on March 17 with 23.1 inches of Snow 
Water Equivalent (SWE) (Fig. 5). On May 1, 80% of this year’s peak snowpack remains thanks to the 
cool, wet April weather (Fig. 6). If the current rate of melt continues, we can expect the Clearwater to 
be melted out by early to mid-June. 
 
Dworshak Reservoir is 86% full, which is 113% of normal on May 1. The 50% exceedance streamflow 
forecasts in the Clearwater Basin range between 78 to 89% of normal for the May through July forecast 
period (Fig. 4). Given this winter’s below normal snowpack and NOAA’s prediction for drier and warmer 
than normal conditions this spring and summer, we urge water users to consider the 70 and 90% ex-
ceedance streamflow forecasts issued at each point rather than only the 50% exceedance forecast to 
limit risk. 
  

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-plots/?state=ID&basin=CLEARWATER&year=2026&pubDate=5-1&period=all&normalType=MED&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=false&showMax=false&showMaxLabel=false&showMaxYear=false&showMin=false&showMinLabel=false&showMinYear=false&showNumberObservations=false&hideEmpty=true&hideNeg=true&chartWidth=800
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-plots/?state=ID&basin=CLEARWATER&year=2026&pubDate=5-1&period=all&normalType=MED&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=false&showMax=false&showMaxLabel=false&showMaxYear=false&showMin=false&showMinLabel=false&showMinYear=false&showNumberObservations=false&hideEmpty=true&hideNeg=true&chartWidth=800




        Salmon River Basin                                  
                                                 May 1, 2026 
 

 

WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK 
The Salmon River Basin received 133% of normal precipitation in April (Fig. 1). Total water year pre-
cipitation is slightly above normal at 103% (Fig. 2). The snowpack in the Salmon is hanging on longer 
than most of the state, but it is still below normal for this time of year at 72% (Fig. 3). Like the Clearwater, 
the Salmon Basin experienced multiple snowfall events with periods of melt in between, but peak snow-
pack still occurred in mid-March. The snowpack peaked at 74% normal on March 16 with 17.2 inches 
of SWE (Fig. 5). On May 1, 73% of this year’s peak snowpack remains due to the cool, wet April con-
ditions (Fig. 6). If the current rate of melt continues, we expect the Salmon River Basin to melt out by 
the end of May.  
 
There are no reservoirs in the Salmon Basin. The 50% exceedance streamflow forecasts for May 
through July range between 65 to 88% of normal (Fig. 4). Given this winter’s below normal snowpack 
and NOAA’s prediction for drier and warmer than normal conditions this spring and summer, we urge 
water users to consider the 70 and 90% exceedance streamflow forecasts issued at each point rather 
than only the 50% exceedance forecast to minimize risk.  
  

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-plots/?state=ID&basin=SALMON&year=2026&pubDate=5-1&period=all&normalType=MED&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=false&showMax=false&showMaxLabel=false&showMaxYear=false&showMin=false&showMinLabel=false&showMinYear=false&showNumberObservations=false&hideEmpty=true&hideNeg=true&chartWidth=800




                                                     West Central Basins                                    

                                                 May 1, 2026 
 

 

WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK 
April delivered well above normal precipitation in the Weiser, Payette, and Boise river basins. Monthly 
precipitation ranged between 168% of normal in the Weiser Basin to 186% of normal in the Boise Basin 
(Fig. 1). The total water year precipitation across the region remains near normal, ranging from 95% in 
the Weiser to 102% of normal in the Payette Basin (Fig. 2).  
 
The snowpack in April was dynamic. The month began with a high melt rate that was on pace to melt 
the majority of the snow in these basins by May 1. However, due to cold wet weather throughout April, 
the rate of melt slowed down and an increase in snowpack was recorded at most SNOTEL stations in 
the region before another melt cycle began at the end of the month. Despite these April snowstorms, 
the snowpack in the West Central basins remains well below normal. The May 1 snowpack is only 10 
to 64% of normal for this time of year (Fig. 3). The high variability is mostly controlled by the elevation 
differences between stations. The snowline assessment flight on May 6 confirmed the snowline is at 
~8,000 ft. The majority of the snowpack left in the Boise Basin appeared to be concentrated in the 
Middle-Fork of the Boise River and all aspects were still holding snow. Looking at the remaining snow-
pack as a percentage of this year’s water year peak (Fig. 6), these basins have 8% of their winter peak 
snowpack left in the Weiser, 78% in the Payette, and 91% in the Boise. If current melt trends continue, 
these basins will be melted out by mid-May, which is a month earlier than normal. 
 
As of May 1, combined reservoir storage in the Boise System (Anderson Ranch, Arrowrock, and Lucky 
Peak) is 124% of normal (94% full). Reservoir storage in the Payette Basin is 128% of normal, while 
storage in the Weiser Basin is 91% of normal. Streamflow forecasts for the West Central basins for the 
May through July period are 48 to 82% of normal for the 50% exceedance forecast (Fig. 4). Given this 
winter’s below normal snowpack and NOAA’s prediction for drier and warmer than normal conditions 
this spring and summer, we urge water users to consider the 70 and 90% exceedance forecasts issued 
at each point rather than only the 50% exceedance forecast to limit their risk. 

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8,state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=custom&customDuration=1&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=0&lat=43.7746&lon=-113.4142&zoom=8.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8,state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=custom&customDuration=1&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=0&lat=43.7746&lon=-113.4142&zoom=8.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8,state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=0&lat=44.463&lon=-116.112&zoom=8.0
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=id_8,state&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels,&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=id_8&dataElement=RESC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=B&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=0&lat=44.1214&lon=-114.6338&zoom=8.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-plots/?state=ID&basin=BOISE&year=2026&pubDate=4-1&period=all&normalType=MED&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=false&showMax=false&showMaxLabel=false&showMaxYear=false&showMin=false&showMinLabel=false&showMinYear=false&showNumberObservations=false&hideEmpty=true&hideNeg=true&chartWidth=800
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-plots/?state=ID&basin=BOISE&year=2026&pubDate=4-1&period=all&normalType=MED&labelUnit=VOL&forecastLabels=ALL&showForecast=true&showForecastLabel=true&showObserved=false&showObservedLabel=false&showNormal=false&showNormalLabel=false&showMax=false&showMaxLabel=false&showMaxYear=false&showMin=false&showMinLabel=false&showMinYear=false&showNumberObservations=false&hideEmpty=true&hideNeg=true&chartWidth=800


 

West Central Basins Streamflow Forecasts - May 01, 2026 
  Forecast Exceedance Probabilities for Risk Assessment 

<=== Drier ===== Projected Volume ===== Wetter ===>   

Forecast Point Forecast Period 90% 
(KAF) 

70% 
(KAF) 

50% 
(KAF) % Median 30% 

(KAF) 
10% 

(KAF) 
30yr Med 

(KAF) 

Boise R nr Twin Springs 
MAY-JUL 230 265 290 61 320 360 475 

MAY-SEP 280 315 345 66 375 425 525 

SF Boise R at Anderson Ranch Dam 2 
MAY-JUL 119 142 160 50 180 215 320 

MAY-SEP 133 160 180 52 205 240 345 

Mores Ck nr Arrowrock Dam 
MAY-JUL 21 25 28 55 32 38 51 

MAY-SEP 24 29 32 59 36 42 54 

Boise R nr Boise 2 
MAY-JUL 290 315 340 40 365 405 845 

MAY-SEP 345 375 400 42 425 465 945 

SF Payette R at Lowman 
MAY-JUL 235 260 280 82 300 330 340 

MAY-SEP 265 290 310 81 330 365 385 

Deadwood Reservoir Inflow 2 
MAY-JUL 63 71 78 77 85 96 101 

MAY-SEP 69 79 87 78 95 108 112 

Lake Fork Payette R nr McCall 
MAY-JUL 46 52 56 79 60 66 71 

MAY-SEP 48 55 59 81 63 70 73 

NF Payette R at Cascade 2 
MAY-JUL 200 235 260 66 285 320 395 

MAY-SEP 184 225 250 62 280 320 400 

NF Payette R nr Banks 2 
MAY-JUL 240 285 320 67 350 400 475 

MAY-SEP 230 280 315 65 355 410 485 

Payette R nr Horseshoe Bend 2 
MAY-JUL 605 695 760 67 830 930 1,140 

MAY-SEP 655 755 830 67 905 1,020 1,240 

Weiser R nr Weiser 
MAY-JUL 60 80 95 48 112 139 200 

MAY-SEP 76 102 123 55 144 178 225 

Normals based on 1991-2020 reference period: streamflow, snowpack, precipitation, & reservoir normals are medians. 
1) 90% and 10% exceedance probabilities are actually 95% and 5% 
2) Forecasts are for unimpaired flows. Actual flow will be dependent on management of upstream reservoirs and diversions 

 







 

Wood and Lost Basins Streamflow Forecasts - May 01, 2026 
  Forecast Exceedance Probabilities for Risk Assessment 

<=== Drier ===== Projected Volume ===== Wetter ===>   

Forecast Point Forecast Period 90% 
(KAF) 

70% 
(KAF) 

50% 
(KAF) % Median 30% 

(KAF) 
10% 

(KAF) 
30yr Med 

(KAF) 
Camas Ck at Camas MAY-JUL 0.1 0.5 0.9 8 1.3 2.0 10.9 

Little Lost R bl Wet Ck nr Howe 
MAY-JUL 13.6 15.9 17.8 77 19.9 23.0 23.0 

MAY-SEP 16.6 19.6 22.0 81 25.0 30.0 27.0 

Big Lost R at Howell Ranch 
MAY-JUL 84.0 98.0 109.0 87 122.0 145.0 125.0 

MAY-SEP 94.0 108.0 120.0 86 134.0 157.0 140.0 

Big Lost R bl Mackay Reservoir 
MAY-JUL 48.0 60.0 70.0 78 82.0 105.0 90.0 

MAY-SEP 67.0 79.0 90.0 80 103.0 128.0 112.0 

Big Wood R at Hailey 
MAY-JUL 103.0 118.0 130.0 74 143.0 164.0 176.0 

MAY-SEP 114.0 131.0 145.0 73 160.0 186.0 198.0 

Big Wood R ab Magic Reservoir 
MAY-JUL 40.0 58.0 74.0 70 93.0 126.0 105.0 

MAY-SEP 47.0 68.0 86.0 76 107.0 145.0 113.0 

Camas Ck nr Blaine 
MAY-JUL 1.7 3.5 4.9 32 8.9 15.0 15.5 

MAY-SEP 1.8 3.8 5.9 37 8.7 14.4 15.8 

Big Wood R bl Magic Dam 2 
MAY-JUL 36.0 53.0 68.0 57 86.0 117.0 119.0 

MAY-SEP 50.0 69.0 85.0 65 104.0 139.0 131.0 

Little Wood R ab High Five Ck 
MAY-JUL 17.3 22.0 26.0 68 30.0 37.0 38.0 

MAY-SEP 17.1 23.0 27.0 64 32.0 40.0 42.0 

Little Wood R nr Carey 2 
MAY-JUL 14.9 19.9 24.0 62 29.0 37.0 39.0 

MAY-SEP 15.9 21.0 25.0 60 30.0 38.0 42.0 

Normals based on 1991-2020 reference period: streamflow, snowpack, precipitation, & reservoir normals are medians. 
1) 90% and 10% exceedance probabilities are actually 95% and 5% 
2) Forecasts are for unimpaired flows. Actual flow will be dependent on management of upstream reservoirs and diversions 

 





 

Upper Snake Basins Streamflow Forecasts - May 01, 2026 
  Forecast Exceedance Probabilities for Risk Assessment 

<=== Drier ===== Projected Volume ===== Wetter ===>   

Forecast Point Forecast Period 90% 
(KAF) 

70% 
(KAF) 

50% 
(KAF) % Median 30% 

(KAF) 
10% 

(KAF) 
30yr Med 

(KAF) 

Snake R at Flagg Ranch 
MAY-JUL 300.0 330.0 350.0 84 375.0 410.0 415 

MAY-SEP 330.0 360.0 385.0 85 410.0 450.0 455 

Snake R nr Moran 2 
MAY-JUL 440.0 480.0 510.0 78 540.0 590.0 650 

MAY-SEP 500.0 540.0 575.0 79 610.0 660.0 725 

Pacific Ck at Moran 
MAY-JUL 95.0 110.0 121.0 90 134.0 154.0 135 

MAY-SEP 99.0 114.0 126.0 88 139.0 159.0 143 

Buffalo Fk ab Lava Ck nr Moran 
MAY-JUL 205.0 225.0 235.0 89 245.0 265.0 265 

MAY-SEP 225.0 245.0 260.0 88 275.0 295.0 295 

Snake R ab Reservoir nr Alpine 2 
MAY-JUL 1,330.0 1,430.0 1,500.0 77 1,580.0 1,700.0 1,950 

MAY-SEP 1,530.0 1,640.0 1,720.0 76 1,810.0 1,940.0 2,250 

Greys R ab Reservoir nr Alpine 
MAY-JUL 163.0 178.0 190.0 73 205.0 220.0 260 

MAY-SEP 189.0 205.0 220.0 71 235.0 255.0 310 

Salt R ab Reservoir nr Etna 
MAY-JUL 117.0 139.0 157.0 64 178.0 215.0 245 

MAY-SEP 153.0 177.0 197.0 63 220.0 260.0 315 

Snake R nr Irwin 2 
MAY-JUL 1,560.0 1,700.0 1,800.0 69 1,910.0 2,090.0 2,590 

MAY-SEP 2,000.0 2,170.0 2,300.0 75 2,440.0 2,670.0 3,060 

Snake R nr Heise 2 
MAY-JUL 1,800.0 1,940.0 2,050.0 75 2,170.0 2,350.0 2,730 

MAY-SEP 2,130.0 2,290.0 2,400.0 73 2,520.0 2,710.0 3,270 

Henrys Fk nr Ashton 2 
MAY-JUL 205.0 220.0 235.0 68 250.0 270.0 345 

MAY-SEP 345.0 365.0 380.0 75 400.0 425.0 510 

Falls R nr Ashton 2 
MAY-JUL 210.0 230.0 240.0 74 255.0 275.0 325 

MAY-SEP 265.0 285.0 300.0 73 315.0 340.0 410 

Teton R nr Driggs 
MAY-JUL 66.0 75.0 81.0 65 88.0 99.0 125 

MAY-SEP 86.0 97.0 106.0 68 115.0 129.0 157 

Teton R nr St Anthony 
MAY-JUL 167.0 183.0 196.0 63 210.0 230.0 310 

MAY-SEP 215.0 235.0 245.0 64 265.0 290.0 380 

Henrys Fk nr Rexburg 2 
MAY-JUL 630.0 685.0 725.0 74 770.0 845.0 975 

MAY-SEP 835.0 905.0 960.0 71 1,020.0 1,110.0 1,350 

Willow Ck nr Ririe 2 MAY-JUL 1.7 2.7 3.8 14 5.4 8.7 27 

Portneuf R at Topaz 
MAY-JUL 20.0 23.0 25.0 66 27.0 31.0 38 

MAY-SEP 30.0 33.0 36.0 67 39.0 44.0 54 

Snake R at Neeley 2 
MAY-JUL 110.0 181.0 480.0 24 780.0 1,210.0 2,000 

MAY-SEP 108.0 149.0 450.0 23 750.0 1,190.0 1,980 

Normals based on 1991-2020 reference period: streamflow, snowpack, precipitation, & reservoir normals are medians. 
1) 90% and 10% exceedance probabilities are actually 95% and 5% 
2) Forecasts are for unimpaired flows. Actual flow will be dependent on management of upstream reservoirs and diversions 

 





 

Southern Snake Basins Streamflow Forecasts - May 01, 2026 
  Forecast Exceedance Probabilities for Risk Assessment 

<=== Drier ===== Projected Volume ===== Wetter ===>   

Forecast Point Forecast Period 90% 
(KAF) 

70% 
(KAF) 

50% 
(KAF) % Median 30% 

(KAF) 
10% 

(KAF) 
30yr Med 

(KAF) 

Goose Ck ab Trapper Ck nr Oakley 
MAY-JUL 0.3 0.9 1.5 17 2.6 4.6 8.6 

MAY-SEP 0.9 2.0 3.4 37 5.1 8.0 9.1 

Trapper Ck nr Oakley 
MAY-JUL 1.2 1.5 1.6 57 1.8 2.1 2.9 

MAY-SEP 2.2 2.5 2.7 68 2.9 3.2 4.0 

Oakley Reservoir Inflow 
MAY-JUL 0.5 1.8 3.1 26 4.6 7.2 11.7 

MAY-SEP 1.7 3.4 4.9 37 6.6 9.6 13.1 

Salmon Falls Ck nr San Jacinto 
MAY-JUL 2.8 6.0 9.0 22 12.6 18.9 40.0 

MAY-SEP 4.8 8.1 11.0 26 14.4 20.0 43.0 

Bruneau R at Rowland 
MAY-JUL 3.2 4.8 6.2 20 8.0 11.2 31.0 

MAY-SEP 3.5 5.5 7.2 23 9.3 13.1 31.0 

Jarbidge River Below Jarbidge 
MAY-JUL 5.3 6.2 6.9 41 7.6 8.8 17.0 

MAY-SEP 5.6 6.5 7.2 41 8.0 9.3 17.6 

Bruneau R nr Hot Spring 
MAY-JUL 16.9 25.0 32.0 26 40.0 54.0 123.0 

MAY-SEP 20.0 28.0 35.0 27 43.0 56.0 129.0 

Reynolds Ck at Tollgate 
MAY-JUL 0.3 0.4 0.5 12 0.6 0.9 4.0 

MAY-SEP 0.4 0.6 0.7 17 0.9 1.3 4.1 

Owyhee R nr Gold Ck 2 MAY-JUL 0.1 0.9 1.3 26 2.1 3.2 5.1 

Owyhee R nr Rome 
MAY-JUL 6.5 13.7 21.0 19 31.0 51.0 113.0 

MAY-SEP 7.0 17.2 28.0 22 41.0 68.0 126.0 

Owyhee R bl Owyhee Dam 2 
MAY-JUL 0.1 8.7 22.0 16 40.0 75.0 140.0 

MAY-SEP 12.1 28.0 43.0 26 62.0 97.0 166.0 

Normals based on 1991-2020 reference period: streamflow, snowpack, precipitation, & reservoir normals are medians. 
1) 90% and 10% exceedance probabilities are actually 95% and 5% 
2) Forecasts are for unimpaired flows. Actual flow will be dependent on management of upstream reservoirs and diversions 

 



 

         Bear River Basin                                  
                                                 May 1, 2026 

 

WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK 
In the Bear River Basin, April was notably cooler and wetter compared to previous months in this 
otherwise warm and mild winter. Precipitation in April reached 107% of the normal monthly average 
(Fig. 1), marking a return to above normal conditions after March’s record-breaking heat wave and 
low precipitation. This improvement brought the basin’s total water year precipitation up to 102% of 
normal (Fig. 2). The high-pressure systems in March that caused a record-breaking heat wave across 
much of the west, lead to a higher rate of snowmelt than normal. On March 23, the snowpack in the 
Bear River Basin reached a new historic low in the SNOTEL era (since 1981). By April 27, cool tem-
peratures and some precipitation events maintained the snowpack long enough to rise above its rec-
ord low status. Sites below 8,000 ft have fully melted out, while the higher elevations have some snow. 
As of May 1, the snowpack remaining in the Bear River Basin is 37% of its seasonal peak (Fig. 6). 
 
As of May 1, Bear Lake reservoir storage remains well above normal at 140% (61% full). For the May 
to July runoff period, the 50% exceedance streamflow forecasts in the Bear River Basin are well below 
normal at 25 to 53% (Fig. 4). Given this winter’s below normal snowpack and NOAA’s prediction for 
drier and warmer than normal conditions this spring and summer, we urge water users to consider the 
the 70 and 90% exceedance forecasts issued at each point rather than only the 50% exceedance 
forecast to minimize risk. 
 

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!COOP&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=16010101,16010102,16010201,16010202,16010204&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basinstation&basinType=id_8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=MONTHLY&duration=custom&customDuration=1&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-2&lat=42.0553&lon=-112.6607&zoom=8.5
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/TAVG/assocHUCid_8/bear.html
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/WTEQ/assocHUCid_8/bear.html?showYears=2026
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/WTEQ/assocHUCid_8/bear.html?showYears=2026
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/swe-elev-plots/monthly/may/id/major/bear_swe_elev.html
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/forecast-evolution/?state=ID&triplet=10046500%3AID%3AUSGS&year=2026&forecastStatus=prelim%2Cfinal&period=APR-SEP


 

Bear Basin Streamflow Forecasts - May 01, 2026 
  Forecast Exceedance Probabilities for Risk Assessment 

<=== Drier ===== Projected Volume ===== Wetter ===>   

Forecast Point Forecast Period 90% 
(KAF) 

70% 
(KAF) 

50% 
(KAF) % Median 30% 

(KAF) 
10% 

(KAF) 
30yr Med 

(KAF) 

Bear R nr UT-WY State Line 
MAY-JUL 37.0 45.0 51.0 53 57.0 66.0 97.0 

MAY-SEP 42.0 50.0 56.0 52 65.0 77.0 108.0 

Bear R ab Resv nr Woodruff 
MAY-JUL 13.2 20.0 26.0 32 36.0 51.0 80.0 

MAY-SEP 14.5 23.0 30.0 35 41.0 60.0 85.0 

Big Ck nr Randolph MAY-JUL 0.4 0.7 0.9 38 1.3 2.2 2.5 

Smiths Fk nr Border 
MAY-JUL 24.0 32.0 39.0 52 43.0 49.0 75.0 

MAY-SEP 32.0 40.0 47.0 52 55.0 65.0 90.0 

Bear R bl Stewart Dam 2 
MAY-JUL 1.0 11.0 23.0 25 41.0 80.0 92.0 

MAY-SEP 2.0 13.0 25.0 23 43.0 82.0 108.0 

Normals based on 1991-2020 reference period: streamflow, snowpack, precipitation, & reservoir normals are medians. 
1) 90% and 10% exceedance probabilities are actually 95% and 5% 
2) Forecasts are for unimpaired flows. Actual flow will be dependent on management of upstream reservoirs and diversions 

 



Streamflow Adjustment List for All Forecasts Published in Idaho Water Supply Outlook Report:    Streamflow forecasts are projections of runoff volumes that would occur 
without influences from upstream reservoirs or diversions. These values are referred to as natural, unregulated or adjusted flows. To make these adjustments, changes in reservoir 
storage, diversions, and inter-basin transfers are added or subtracted from the observed (actual) streamflow volumes. The following list documents the adjustments made for each 
forecast point. (Revised Dec. 2018). 
Panhandle Region 
Kootenai R at Leonia, MT (2) 

+ Lake Koocanusa storage change
Moyie R at Eastport – no corrections 
Boundary Ck nr Porthill – no corrections 
Clark Fork R bl Cabinet Gorge (2) 

+ Hungry Horse storage change
+ Flathead Lake storage change
+ Noxon Res storage change
Whitehorse Rapid gage used create longer term record

Pend Oreille Lake Inflow (2) 
+ Pend Oreille R at Newport, WA
+ Hungry Horse Res storage change
+ Flathead Lake storage change
+ Noxon Res storage change
+ Lake Pend Oreille storage change
+ Priest Lake storage change

Priest R nr Priest R (2) 
+ Priest Lake storage change

NF Coeur d' Alene R at Enaville - no corrections 
St. Joe R at Calder- no corrections 
Spokane R nr Post Falls (2) 

+ Lake Coeur d' Alene storage change
Spokane R at Long Lake, WA (2) 

+ Lake Coeur d' Alene storage change
+ Long Lake, WA storage change

Clearwater River Basin 
Selway R nr Lowell - no corrections 
Lochsa R nr Lowell - no corrections 
Dworshak Res Inflow (2) 

+ Clearwater R nr Peck
- Clearwater R at Orofino

+ Dworshak Res storage change
Clearwater R at Orofino - no corrections 
Clearwater R at Spalding (2) 

+ Dworshak Res storage change

Salmon River Basin 
Salmon R at Salmon - no corrections 
Lemhi R nr Lemhi – no corrections 
MF Salmon R at MF Lodge – no corrections 
       SF Salmon gage used to create longer term record 

SF Salmon R nr Krassel Ranger Station – no corrections 
Johnson Creek at Yellow pine – no corrections 
Salmon R at White Bird - no corrections 

West Central Basins 
Boise R nr Twin Springs - no corrections 
SF Boise R at Anderson Ranch Dam (2) 

+ Anderson Ranch Res storage change
Mores Ck nr Arrowrock Dam – no corrections 

Boise R nr Boise (2) 
+ Anderson Ranch Res storage change
+ Arrowrock Res storage change
+ Lucky Peak Res storage change

SF Payette R at Lowman - no corrections 
Deadwood Res Inflow (2) 

+ Deadwood R bl Deadwood Res nr Lowman
+ Deadwood Res storage change

Lake Fork Payette R nr McCall – no corrections 
NF Payette R at Cascade (2) 

+ Payette Lake storage change
+ Cascade Res storage change

NF Payette R nr Banks (2) 
+ Payette Lake storage change
+ Cascade Res storage change

Payette R nr Horseshoe Bend (2) 
+ Deadwood Res storage change
+ Payette Lake storage change
+ Cascade Res storage change

Weiser R nr Weiser - no corrections 

Wood and Lost Basins 
Little Lost R bl Wet Ck nr Howe - no corrections 
Big Lost R at Howell Ranch - no corrections 
Big Lost R bl Mackay Res nr Mackay (2) 

+ Mackay Res storage change
Little Wood R ab High Five Ck – no corrections 
Little Wood R nr Carey (2) 

+ Little Wood Res storage change
Big Wood R at Hailey - no corrections 
Big Wood R ab Magic Res (2) 

+ Big Wood R nr Bellevue (1912-1996)
+ Big Wood R at Stanton Crossing nr Bellevue (1997 to present)
+ Willow Ck (1997 to present)

Camas Ck nr Blaine – no corrections 
Magic Res Inflow (2)  

+ Big Wood R bl Magic Dam
+ Magic Res storage change

Upper Snake River Basin 
Falls R nr Ashton (2) 

+ Grassy Lake storage change
+ Diversions from Falls R ab nr Ashton

Henrys Fork nr Ashton (2) 
+ Henrys Lake storage change
+ Island Park Res storage change

Teton R nr Driggs - no corrections 
Teton R nr St. Anthony (2) 

- Cross Cut Canal into Teton R
+ Sum of Diversions for Teton R ab St. Anthony
+ Teton Dam for water year 1976 only



Henrys Fork nr Rexburg (2) 
+ Henrys Lake storage change
+ Island Park Res storage change
+ Grassy Lake storage change
+ 3 Diversions from Falls R ab Ashton-Chester
+ 6 Diversions from Falls R abv Ashton
+ 7 Diversions from Henrys Fk btw Ashton to St. Anthony
+ 21 Diversions from Henrys Fk btw St. Anthony to Rexburg

Snake R nr Flagg Ranch, WY – no corrections 
Snake R nr Moran, WY (2) 

+ Jackson Lake storage change
Pacific Ck at Moran, WY - no corrections 
Buffalo Fork ab Lava nr Moran, WY - no corrections 
Snake R ab Res nr Alpine, WY (2) 

+ Jackson Lake storage change
Greys R nr Alpine, WY - no corrections 
Salt R nr Etna, WY - no corrections 
Palisades Res Inflow (2)  

+ Snake R nr Irwin
+ Jackson Lake storage change
+ Palisades Res storage change

Snake R nr Heise (2) 
+ Jackson Lake storage change
+ Palisades Res storage change

Ririe Res Inflow (2) 
+ Willow Ck nr Ririe
+ Ririe Res storage change

The forecasted natural volume for Willow Creek nr Ririe does not include 
Grays Lake water diverted from Willow Creek drainage through the Clarks 
Cut diversion and into Blackfoot Reservoir. 
Blackfoot R ab Res nr Henry (2) 

+ Blackfoot Res storage change
The forecasted Blackfoot Reservoir Inflow includes Grays Lake water 
diverted from the Willow Creek drainage through the Clarks Cut diversion 
and into Blackfoot Reservoir. 
Portneuf R at Topaz - no corrections 
American Falls Res Inflow (2) 

+ Snake R at Neeley
+ Jackson Lake storage change
+ Palisades Res storage change
+ American Falls storage change
+ Teton Dam for water year 1976 only

Southside Snake River Basins 
Goose Ck nr Oakley - no adjustments 
 Trapper Ck nr Oakley - no adjustments 
Oakley Res Inflow - flow does not include Birch Creek 

+ Goose Ck
+ Trapper Ck

Salmon Falls Ck nr San Jacinto, NV - no corrections 
Bruneau R nr Hot Springs - no corrections 
Reynolds Ck at Tollgate - no corrections 
Owyhee R nr Gold Ck, NV (2) 

+ Wildhorse Res storage change
Owyhee R nr Rome, OR – no Corrections 
Owyhee Res Inflow (2)  

+ Owyhee R bl Owyhee Dam, OR
+ Lake Owyhee storage change
+ Diversions to North and South Canals

Bear River Basin 
Bear R nr UT-WY Stateline, UT- no corrections 
Bear R abv Res nr Woodruff, UT- no corrections 
Big Ck nr Randolph, UT - no corrections 
Smiths Fork nr Border, WY - no corrections 
Bear R bl Stewart Dam (2) 

+ Bear R bl Stewart Dam
+ Rainbow Inlet Canal

Little Bear R at Paradise, UT - no corrections 
Logan R nr Logan, UT - no corrections 
Blacksmith Fk nr Hyrum, UT - no corrections 

Reservoir Capacity Definitions (Units in 1,000 Acre-Feet, KAF)  
Different agencies use various definitions when reporting reservoir capacity and contents. Reservoir storage 
terms include dead, inactive, active, and surcharge storage. This table lists the volumes for each reservoir, 
and defines the storage volumes NRCS uses when reporting capacity and current reservoir storage. In most 
cases, NRCS reports usable storage which includes active and/or inactive storage. (Revised Feb. 2015) 
Basin- Lake or        Dead  Inactive    Active Surcharge  NRCS    NRCS Capacity 
Reservoir   Storage Storage     Storage  Storage  Capacity    Includes 
Panhandle Region 
Hungry Horse    39.73    ---  3451.00     ---  3451.0 Active 
Flathead Lake  Unknown    ---  1791.00     ---  1791.0 Active 
Noxon  Unknown    ---    335.00     ---    335.0 Active 
Lake Pend Oreille  406.20   112.40  1042.70     ---  1561.3 Dead + Inactive + Active 
Lake Coeur d'Alene Unknown  13.50    225.00     ---    238.5 Inactive + Active 
Priest Lake         20.00  28.00   71.30     ---    119.3 Dead + Inactive + Active 
Clearwater Basin 
Dworshak    Unknown 1452.00  2016.00     ---  3468.0 Inactive + Active 
West Central Basins 
Anderson Ranch     24.90  37.00    413.10     ---    450.1 Inactive + Active 
Arrowrock   Unknown    ---   272.20     ---    272.2 Active 
Lucky Peak  Unknown    28.80   264.40     13.80   293.2 Inactive + Active 
Lake Lowell    7.90   5.80   159.40     ---    165.2 Inactive + Active 
Deadwood   Unknown    ---    161.90     ---    161.9 Active 
Cascade  Unknown    46.70   646.50     ---    693.2 Inactive + Active 
Mann Creek   1.61   0.24  11.10     ---   11.1 Active 
Wood and Lost Basins 
Mackay           0.13    ---     44.37    ---   44.4 Active 
Little Wood Unknown    ---     30.00    ---   30.0 Active 
Magic  Unknown    ---   191.50    ---    191.5 Active 
Upper Snake Basin 
Jackson Lake   Unknown    ---    847.00     ---    847.0 Active 
Palisades    44.10  155.50 1200.00     ---  1400.0 Dead +Inactive +Active 
Henrys Lake  Unknown    ---    90.40     ---   90.4 Active 
Island Park    0.40    ---    127.30   7.90   135.2 Active + Surcharge 
Grassy Lake  Unknown    ---   15.18     ---   15.2 Active 
Ririe     4.00   6.00  80.54     10.00  80.5 Active 
Blackfoot   0.00    ---    333.50    3.50    333.50 Active (rev. 2/1/2015) 
American Falls  Unknown    ---  1672.60     ---  1672.6 Active 
Southside Snake Basins 
Oakley   0.00    ---   75.60     ---   75.6 Active 
Salmon Falls   48.00   5.00   182.65     ---    182.6 Active 
Wild Horse  Unknown    ---   71.50     ---   71.5 Active 
Lake Owyhee   406.83    ---    715.00     ---    715.0 Active 
Brownlee   0.45  444.70   975.30     ---  1420.0 Inactive + Active 
Bear River Basin 
Bear Lake      5000.00   119.00   1302.00      ---  1302.0 Active: 

  Capacity does not include 119 KAF that can be used, historic values below this level are rounded to zero 
Montpelier            0.21     ---            3.84      ---   4.0 Dead + Active



Interpreting Water Supply Forecasts 

Each month, five forecasts are issued for each forecast point and each 
forecast period.  Unless otherwise specified, all streamflow forecasts are 
for streamflow volumes that would occur naturally without any upstream 
influences.  Water users need to know what the different forecasts 
represent if they are to use the information correctly when making 
operational decisions.  The following is an explanation of each of the 
forecasts.   

90 Percent Chance of Exceedance Forecast. There is a 90 percent 
chance that the actual streamflow volume will exceed this forecast value, 
and there is a 10 percent chance that the actual streamflow volume will be 
less than this forecast value.   

70 Percent Chance of Exceedance Forecast. There is a 70 percent 
chance that the actual streamflow volume will exceed this forecast value, 
and there is a 30 percent chance that the actual streamflow volume will be 
less than this forecast value.   

50 Percent Chance of Exceedance Forecast. There is a 50 percent 
chance that the actual streamflow volume will exceed this forecast value, 
and there is a 50 percent chance that the actual streamflow volume will be 
less than this forecast value.  Generally, this forecast is the middle of the 
range of possible streamflow volumes that can be produced given current 
conditions. 

30 Percent Chance of Exceedance Forecast. There is a 30 percent 
chance that the actual streamflow volume will exceed this forecast value, 
and there is a 70 percent chance that the actual streamflow volume will be 
less than this forecast value.   

10 Percent Chance of Exceedance Forecast. There is a 10 percent 
chance that the actual streamflow volume will exceed this forecast value, 
and there is a 90 percent chance that the actual streamflow volume will be 
less than this forecast value.   

*Note:  There is still a 20 percent chance that actual streamflow
volumes will fall either below the 90 percent exceedance forecast or
above the 10 percent exceedance forecast.

These forecasts represent the uncertainty inherent in making streamflow 
predictions. This uncertainty may include sources such as: unknown future 
weather conditions, uncertainties associated with the various prediction 
methodologies, and the spatial coverage of the data network in a given 
basin.  

30-Year Median.  The 30-year median streamflow for each forecast period
is provided for comparison. The median is based on data from 1991-2020.
The % Median. column compares the 50% chance of exceedance forecast
to the 30-year median streamflow; values above 100% denote when the
50% chance of exceedance forecast would be greater than the 30-year
median streamflow.

AF - Acre-feet, forecasted volume of water are typically in thousands of 
acre-feet (KAF).  

These forecasts are given to users to help make risk-based decisions. 
Users can select the forecast corresponding to the level of risk they are 
willing to accept in order to minimize the negative impacts of having more 
or less water than planned for. 

To Decrease the Chance of Having Less Water than Planned for 
A user might determine that making decisions based on a 50 percent 
chance of exceedance forecast is too much risk to take (there is still a 
50% chance that the user will receive less than this amount). To reduce 
the risk of having less water than planned for, users can base their 
operational decisions on one of the forecasts with a greater chance of 
being exceeded such as the 90 or 70 percent exceedance forecasts. 

To Decrease the Chance of Having More Water than Planned for  
A user might determine that making decisions based on a 50 percent 
chance of exceedance forecast is too much risk to take (there is still a 
50% chance that the user will receive more than this amount). To reduce 
the risk of having more water than planned for, users can base their 
operational decisions on one of the forecasts with a lesser chance of 
being exceeded such as the 30 or 10 percent exceedance forecasts. 

Forecast use example: 

Using the 50 Percent Exceedance Forecast. Using the example 
forecasts shown on the next page, there is a 50% chance that actual 
streamflow volume at the Boise River near Twin Springs will be less than 
675 KAF between April 1 and Sept. 30. There is also a 50% chance that 
actual streamflow volume will be greater than 675 KAF. 

Using the 90 and 70 Percent Exceedance Forecasts. If an unexpected 
shortage of water could cause problems (such as irrigated agriculture), 
users might want to plan on receiving 605 KAF during April 1 through 
September 30 (from the 70 percent exceedance forecast). There is a 30% 
chance of receiving less than 605 KAF. 



Alternatively, if users determine the risk of using the 70 percent 
exceedance forecast is too great, then they might plan on receiving 520 
KAF (from the 90 percent exceedance forecast).  There is 10% chance of 
receiving less than 520 KAF.  

Using the 30 or 10 Percent Exceedance Forecasts. If an unexpected 
excess of water could cause problems (such as operating a flood control 
reservoir), users might plan on receiving 750 KAF between April 1 and  

Sept. 30 (from the 30 percent exceedance forecast). There is a 30% 
chance of receiving more than 750 KAF. 

Alternatively, if users determine the risk of using the 30 percent 
exceedance forecast is too great, then they might plan on receiving 850 
KAF (from the 10 percent exceedance forecast). There is a 10% chance of 
receiving more than 850 KAF. Users could also choose a volume in 
between any of these values to reflect their desired risk level.  

Interpreting Snowpack & Precipitation Plots 

Basin snowpack plots represent snow 
water equivalent indices using the 
average daily SNOTEL data1 from 
several sites in or near individual basins. 
The solid red line, which represents the 
current water year snowpack water 
content, can be compared to the normal 
black line (Median) which is considered 
“normal”, as well as the SNOTEL 
observed historical snowpack range for 
each basin. This allows users to gather 
important information about the current 
year’s snowpack as well as the historical 
variability of snowpack in each basin.  

The gray shaded area represents the 
interquartile range which is the 25th to 
75th percentiles of the historical daily 
snowpack data for each basin for its 
period of record. Percentiles depict the 
value of the average snowpack below 
which the given percent of historical 
years fall. For example, the top part of 
the interquartile range (75th percentile) 
indicates that the snowpack index has 



been below this line for 75 percent of the period of record, whereas the reverse is true for the lower part of the interquartile range (25th percentile). This means 50 
percent of the time the snowpack index is within the interquartile range (gray area) during the period of record. The maximum and minimum gray lines indicate the 
maximum and minimum amounts of snow that have been measured across the SNOTEL stations in the basin group on that date. 

The basin total water year precipitation plots are similar to the snowpack plots. The blue line represents the current water year, and the black line represents the 30-
year median for the basin group which is considered ‘normal’ for that area. Total water year precipitation is all of the of precipitation that has fallen since the start of the 
water year on October 1. It includes both rain and snow and all other forms of precipitation. It is a useful metric for evaluating how wet or dry a basin is each year. The 
gray shaded area represents the interquartile range, and the maximum and minimum lines represent the maximum and minimum amount of precipitation recorded in 
the basin during the period of record. The monthly accumulated precipitation plot represents how much precipitation has fallen each month compared to the 30-year 
median. Each month is denoted by a separate color and the monthly precipitation total in that basin is listed as a percent of normal precipitation adjacent to the graph. 

1 All data used for these plots come from daily SNOTEL data only and does not include snow course data (collected monthly), whereas the official basin snowpack percent of normal 
includes both SNOTEL and snow course data, potentially leading to slight discrepancies between plots and official basin percent of normal. 
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