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Subject: Announcement of Fiscal Year 2026
Financial Assistance Working Groups

Purpose: This bulletin announces various working groups and subcommittees that will be used to
assist NRCS with implementing conservation on working lands through financial assistance
programs authorized under the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018. These working groups and
subcommittees will identify priority resource concerns, suggest funding levels, establish funding
cycles, suggest ranking pools and categories, establish other ranking priorities, and refine the use of
the Conservation Assessment Ranking Tool (CART) for Fiscal Year 2027.

Action Due by: Numerous deadlines, see dates below.

Background: NRCS has overall leadership for conservation programs to deliver financial assistance
to eligible producers. NRCS is responsible for establishing State policies, guidelines, and priorities
for financial and technical assistance. When establishing State policies, NRCS will consider
stakeholder input from various groups to include, but not limited to, the State Technical Committee
and Local Working Groups.

Instructions: NRCS has established a schedule of working groups and subcommittees to collect
stakeholder input on how to prioritize NRCS financial assistance during Fiscal Year 2027. POCs
will have a facilitator and note taker for each meeting. NRCS staff will host these subcommittees and
collect input on the following:

Identify subcommittee priority resource concerns

Identify subcommittee priority conservation practices

Identify subcommittee priority geographic areas

Identify other subcommittee priorities

Recommend any funding pools or CART categories to address subcommittee priorities
Recommend funding levels to address subcommittee priorities

Recommend any prioritization /screening/workload management criteria

Advise on coordination of technical assistance resources to support subcommittee priorities
Document any other input from the subcommittee regarding financial assistance delivery, to
include how to best provide equity to all customers and minimize barriers to entry

Attendees should review all Fiscal Year 2026 financial assistance guidance prior to attending.
Previous year materials include:

Fiscal Year 2025 Ranking Pool

ACT NOW policy (scroll down to 530.37 after clicking link)

Resource Concerns and Planning Criteria (New York eFOTG Section 3)

Conservation Practice Standards and Support Documentation (New York eFOTG Section 4)

Upon completion of each subcommittee, the information will be collected by the subcommittee lead.
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/act-now#:%7E:text=Using%20its%20%E2%80%9CAct%20Now%E2%80%9D%20authority%2C%20NRCS%20can%20now,work%20will%20provide%2C%20and%20the%20needs%20of%20applicants.
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NY/documents/section=3&folder=46675
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NY/documents/section=4&folder=-3

The information collected will be used to guide development of Fiscal Year 2027 State Ranking Pool
and Spending Plan.

Scheduling: Currently, all subcommittee meetings are anticipated to be hosted virtually via
Microsoft Teams. Partner and public notification will occur via GovDelivery along with an
announcement on the NY NRCS State Technical Committee website. Although most working groups
are partner-oriented, a small number of NRCS employees may participate. All NRCS employees
should obtain supervisory concurrence for participation in any working group.

General meetings of the STC are scheduled two times in FY2026. Planned dates are April 2, 2026
and September 3, 2026.

Subcommittee Meetings:

Soils Subcommittee - March 12, 2026 and July 29, 2026

WRE Subcommittee - April 2, 2026 and July 29, 2026

Tribal Subcommittee - April 23, 2026 and Sept. 24, 2026

Water Quality Subcommittee - June 16, 2026 and Aug. 27, 2026
Wildlife Subcommittee - none

Forestry Subcommittee - none

Continuous Feedback: NRCS employees and stakeholders should continuously monitor
performance of NRCS financial assistance programs for changes or improvement in the next Fiscal
Year cycle. Activities which should be occurring on a regular basis include:

e Local Working Groups: District Conservationists should convene local working groups once
a year to collect feedback on local priorities. Policy for Local Working Groups is contained
in 610.25 Subcommittees and Local Working Groups.

e DCs will submit feedback from Local Working Groups to the Assistant State
Conservationist for Programs for consideration in Fiscal Year 2027.

Specific questions or volunteers for each workgroup should be submitted to the contact listed
above. General questions related to this bulletin can be directed to the Assistant State
Conservationist for Partnerships.

EhdT

Blake Glover
New York State Conservationist
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-state/new%20york/technical-committee
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-VI/subchapter-B/part-610/subpart-C/section-610.25
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