USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

_ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

NRCS Local Work Group Meeting - Union County
Date: April 6, 2026, Time: 10:00 AM — 12:00PM

Location: Union County Extension Office, 10507 N McAlister Rd # 9, La Grande, OR 978

Attendees: James Webster, Justin Faulhaber, Travis Lowe, Abby McBeth, Darwin Wallenta, Samuel
Hartenstein, Lyle McDonald, Sean Harrington, Boyed Follett, Raeanne Bettencourt, Kelly Wheeler, Ana
Gordon.

Welcome and Introductions: Ana Gordon, NRCS District Conservationist, opened the meeting.

Nathan Adelman, NRCS Basin Team Leader for JDUSR, provided a brief update on current NRCS programs
and staffing levels. Ana Gordon subsequently reviewed program details for 2025 and 2026.

EQIP and CSP for Union County 2025

» EQIP: 15 contracts established, covering 2,230 acres with amount obligated of $1,151,922.
» CSP: 11 contracts in place, spanning 12,226.5 acres with $1,052,901 obligated.

2026 Program Updates

EQIP CIS: Forestry and Irrigation.

Union County - West Valley Forestry CIS: Expires this year.

Union Catherine Creek Irrigation CIS: Expires this year.

Pause on new CIS for Fiscal Year 2027.

CSP: Available county-wide for Cropland, Rangeland, Pastureland, and Forestland.

CSP RPP and EQIP RPP (Regenerative Pilot Program): Offered county-wide.

Whole Farm Assessment and Primary Practices include soil health testing. Contracts require a
minimum of five-year contract.
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Partner and Agency Updates

» SWCD shared progress on the Elmer Dam fish passage project and updates regarding Little
Creek and Willow Creek projects.

» ODF provided information about the LRP program and the Firewise Community Coordinator
position.

» FSAreported on current programs and deadlines. CREP Technician Renne Coxen promoted
CREP.

» FS delivered updates concerning the current FS Range program.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

Heather Murphy, NRCS Rangeland Management Specialist, presented an overview of CSP, including
scenarios for range CSP and CSP RPP specific to rangeland applications. Kellie Wheeler, NRCS Basin
Forester, outlined requirements for the most common forestry practice: Forest Stand Improvement
(Practice Code 666).

Q&A
Meeting adjourned at 12:20PM
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