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1. Welcome & Introductions
Personal Introductions

Opening Statements - Review of the Agenda



Review of NRCS history and service

Ag Land Easements

Agenda Item 2: NRCS Funding Priorities

EQIP -
Oak Woodland & Prairie Restoration
Local Foods
National Water Quality Initiative - NWQI
City of Monroe - Long Tom Watershed
Forest Management Practices
Regenerative Pilot Program
5 Year Contracts
Whole Farm Assessment
Soil Testing for whole farm
Must have at least one primary (core) regenerative practice
Soil Testing at the start and end of the 5 year contract
All practices must meet or exceed standards at the end of the contract.

Availability in both EQIP and CSP
List of Primary Practices

Questions -

What does huanced mean for a forest producer?
For a forester, soil testing is not a norm...
Are all contracts 5 year?
Not generally, but they can extend up to 5 years
How are leased farm lands handled for qualification
Must have a lease for the duration of the contract

What are the consequences of not having positive testing at the end of the 5 year
contract?

No negative effects
Who can perform the soil tests?
Qualified persons are able to collect samples and submit the tests for the
producer



Other Programs

CSP -

5-year contracts

Only one overall $4000 annual payment
Caninclude additional practices in CSP
Whole farm is included.

Easement Programs
Summary:
Overview of ACEP-ALE
Protection of Agricultural Lands
Application Process and eligibility categories
How to determine Prime Farmland - Check web soil survey
Historical or archaeological sites
Grazing Protection
Exclusive Farm Use Zone (Determined by State Law)
Habitat for protected species
Prevents owner:
Subdivide the property
Build non-agricultural structures
Widen or build roadways
Allows:
Building of agricultural buildings

Grazing

Can sell the property, but easement must follow the sale.
Example of Program

Itis a long-term contract (in perpetuity — like forever and it would follow the land
from owner to owner until the USA revokes.)



Long application process

ACEP -WRE
Wildlife habitat improvement

Permanent Easement 100% of restoration costs
30-year easement 75% of restoration costs

Overview of Workload — Applications and Amount granted
Number of applications submitted and number that were funded
Review of FSA programs

Working Lands Program
Outreach
Lower Barriers

Provides farmers with technical assistance, guidance and monetary
assistance.
Grazing Lands
Management tools
Restoration grazing
Peer Support network
Mentorship programs
Living on the land Workshops
Question — Can FSA refer new farmers to the Working Lands Program (yes)

Facebook groups? OSU has a list of “listserv’s”
What is the maximum number of livestock to use during restoration of prairie?

Farm specific

Agenda Iltem 3: Upper Willamette SWCD -

See Slides

Introduction



Purpose of the organization
Mission — Stewardship
What they do as an organization
Outreach
Tech assistance
Grant writing
Land steward grant — up to $20k with a 90% match
Grow Lane County — Up to 10k with a 75% match
Planning Cycle — Overview
Vision
Clean water
Healthy Soil
Strong partnerships
Why it matters
Needs to have strong partners to work more efficiently
Christy Muller — Introduction and offer for technical assistance for a variety of systems
Meridith - Talking about wildfire recovery
What organization participated
Regional Conservation Partnerships Program (RCPP)
Sustainable Northwest is the lead parter

Overview of the architecture of the program
McKenzie Watershed Local Partnership

Members and areas of focus
Overview of how the program was distributed.
Current recovery conditions and update on current projects

Current barriers to completing the program



Photos of the restoration efforts (Scotch Broom issues)

(This was a fast reading of the slides, with little explanation or time for questions... See the
slides for more information)

Questions — how long this program has been in effect. Meridith has been managing
this program for about a year.

How did the ice storm effect the restoration?

Heather made a plea for TSP applicants to supplement our workforce- See her link in
the chat.

Open Forum Questions —
What is solar grazing — (Agro-voltaics)

Testing the effectiveness of having livestock graze under solar / wind farms to
provide 2 streams of income for the farmer.

Sheba Farms would like to have some assistance and or collaboration with the
NRCS to promote conservation / farming and sustainable energy.

Also wants to ensure that the water quality programs are supported and continued.

Amber Lippert — has been upgrading the irrigation and reduced the amount of plastic being
used on her farm.

Penny — Lane County has a number of smaller acreage farms, would like to continue to see
a diversity of practices to cover the wide variety of farms in the county

Barbara -

B Got a letter from the state about Oak Restoration and wanted some clarification of
the programs — Tom gave an overview of the program.

Wants to know where they are with the program and if the program is continuing?
Clarified that EQIP and RCPP can be used to do this Oak restoration.
B Habitat restoration along electrical lines —Who is in charge of the restoration now

that it has been masticated?



Nancy — What are the cost share of for the programs?

The answer is tricky, because the payments are re-adjusted annually and this
year they have been combined

Water quality at 90% - That is included in the current contracts currently and
contract dependent.

Carolyne - Fuel Reduction and forest stand improvement have helped increased
production and wants to continue the practice of fire mitigation.

Jarvis - Water conservation and keeping the cattle out of creek and the banks...
Barbara — What are the enforcement for livestock getting into the creeks
Is there money for exclusion fencing for the streams, yes!
Season extension practices, soil health and water conservation
Start up and expansion infrastructure assistance
Will High Tunnel funding continue? (It will with the Local Foods Programs)
What is the lead time from application to approval date of contracts. (About 1 year)

Amber — Has anyone had experience with getting fencing for wildlife corridors on
properties? (NRCS doesn’t fund that type of assistance, but the SWCD may be able to
assist, biased on the grant writing and review process.)



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should
contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination
Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



