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Troubleshooting Errors in the SD Drought Tool 

 

The South Dakota Drought Tool is a Microsoft Excel file that runs “macros” that retrieve 

climate station data from the internet.  The climate station data is tabulated into a useable 

form to provide insights to current moisture status in the form of a Percent of Normal 

calculation. 

Sometimes certain errors pop up due to security features of Microsoft Office.  This is a 

guide to help you through some known errors with using the tool.   

 

If you have other issues, you can contact Emily Rohrer, State Rangeland Management 

specialist, (emily.rohrer@usda.gov) or 605-570-2180 (may need to leave a message). 
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Run-time Error 

If the following ‘error’ appears after opening the Excel file, select ‘end’ and continue using 

the document.  It will still work appropriately. 
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Security Warning: Enable Content 

You may need to “Enable Content” for the tool to work.  The tool requires an internet 

connection to bring precipitation data into the tool to determine percent of normal status.  
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Protected View Error 

 Sometimes when you first open a newly downloaded document, this error will pop up to 

stop malicious code from running automatically. 

 

Select “Enable editing” to run the tool. 
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Red Security Risk about macros 

The following Security Risk may also show up on your version of the tool. 

 

To Fix this, you will need to close out of the file and navigate to the location where it is 

saved in your file system. 

Right click on the file name and select “Properties”.  
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Under “Security” uncheck the mark to ‘unblock’.  This allows the tool to run.  

 

Once you uncheck the “unblock” checkbox, you can hit OK. 

You can re-open the tool to see if it allows you to run it.  
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Blocked Content 

The blocked content error will pop up; you will need to activate ActiveX controls to run 

the tool.  See below. 

  

Select “Trust Center”  

 

The ActiveX setting will need to be any of the three bottom options for the tool to run.  

The “Prompt me before enabling Unsafe for Initialization (UFI)...” option will allow you to 

run the tool.  Once you select one of the three options circled above, hit “OK” at the 

bottom of the page to return to the main screen of the tool.  
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Enabling Macros 

You may also need to enable macros. 

To enable macros select the File tab in the upper right corner of the document, and then 

select Options.  

 

 

 

Select Trust Center.  
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Then select Macro Settings.  

 

You’ll want to ‘Enable VBA macros”.  This tool does not contain malicious code – but to be 

safe, once you are done running the tool, close out of Excel.  Open a blank version of Excel 

and switch your macros off again.  

 


