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• Regenerative Pilot Program (RPP) and Technical Service Providers (TSPs)

• TSP Roles Through the RPP Conservation Planning Process
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Regenerative Pilot Program (RPP) Overview

The RPP addresses whole-farm resource concerns through support for 
voluntary regenerative agriculture Conservation Plans

Regenerative agriculture is a conservation management approach that emphasizes

Natural resources through 
improved soil health Water management

Natural vitality for the 
productivity and prosperity of 
agriculture and communities
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Current NRCS Programs Supporting RPP

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is NRCS’ 
flagship conservation program that helps farmers, ranchers 
and forest landowners integrate conservation into working 
lands.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) helps producers 
build on your existing conservation efforts while strengthening 
their operation.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/environmental-quality-incentives-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/environmental-quality-incentives-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/conservation-stewardship-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/conservation-stewardship-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives
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RPP in EQIP and CSP

Notes: All other applicable program requirements, including CSP Stewardship Threshold Eligibility, still apply. Qualified applications may or may not be funded.

*Planned practices necessary to achieve these Soil and Water Outcomes must be contracted.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)

Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP)

All land that encompasses the “whole farm” will 
be evaluated

All land under control for the life of the contract will    
be evaluated

All applicable Resource Concerns evaluated 
For at least one land unit:

• Soil & Water Resource Concern thresholds 
are at met condition by end of contract*

On at least one land use (range, pasture, crop, forest):
• Soil & Water Resource Concern thresholds        

are at met condition by end of contract*
At least one land unit must meet the following:

• One Primary RPP Practice planned or currently being implemented
• Soil Health Testing beginning and end of contract

Minimum 5-year contract



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

RPP Planning and Contract Requirements

Whole Farm Assessment

Primary Practices*

Soil Health Testing

Minimum 5-year contract

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note: Primary Practices may be existing or planned, and additional practices may be necessary to meet soil and water thresholds or other producer needs.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
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NRCS Certified TSPs

TSPs are technical experts in their field. 

TSPs are certified by NRCS for specific types of technical assistance.

- Developing conservation plans

- Designing conservation practices

- Overseeing the installation and certification of conservation practices

Certification requirements to be a TSP vary based on the services and 
location (state or territory) in which they apply. 

TSPs are hired by NRCS Program Participants to provide technical 
assistance in reaching their conservation goals.
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Types of TSPs

Range and Pasture Specialists 

Agronomists

Foresters

Biologists

Soil Specialists

Organic Specialists

Engineers
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Certified Technical Service Providers (TSPs) may be hired by RPP 
Program Participants with Financial Assistance Contracts.  

Certified TSPs may be hired by Program Participants to:
• Develop Conservation Plans (CPA-199) 

• Conduct required Whole-Farm Assessments
• Design RPP Primary and Supporting Conservation Practices 
• Perform Technical Assistance for Practice Design, Installation 

Oversight, and/or checkout
• Conduct Soil Testing (CEMA 216)

www.nrcs.usda.gov/tsp

RPP and Technical Service Providers (TSPs)

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/tsp
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TSP Roles Through the 
RPP Conservation 
Planning Process
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RPP TSP Assistance Process Overview

TSP IS 
CONTACTED BY A 

PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANT 
WITH A RPP 
CONTRACT

WHEN HIRED, 
TSP PERFORMS 

TECHNICAL 
SERVICES AND 

SUBMITS 
COMPLETED 

WORK

NRCS REVIEWS 
DELIVERABLES & 

PAYS THE PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANT FOR 
COMPLETED TSP 

ITEMS IN RPP 
CONTRACT

A TECHNICAL 
EXPERT BECOMES 

CERTIFIED BY 
NRCS AS A TSP. 

   NAME APPEARS 
ON “FIND A TSP”
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TSP Services Fall Into Two Main Categories

Conservation Activities

• Conservation Planning Activities (CPA)
• Design and Implementation Activities (DIA)
• Conservation Evaluation and Monitoring Activities (CEMA)

900 Series 

• Design of a Conservation Practice (911) 
• Installation Oversight of a Conservation Practice (912)
• Check-Out of the Completed Conservation Practices (913) 

Use FA funds
Typically included with the original 
contract obligation 

Use state-level TA funds 
Added to an active contract through a 
modification 
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How can TSPs help Producers with their 
conservation needs?
A Certified TSP can assist with all nine steps of the conservation planning 
process through NRCS Financial Assistance Programs

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9

Identify 
Problems

Determine 
Objectives

Inventory 
Resources

Analyze 
Data

Formulate 
Alternatives

Evaluate 
Alternatives

Make 
Decisions

Implement the Plan

Evaluate the 
Plan

Design
Installation 

Oversite
Check-Out 
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How can TSPs help Producers with their 
conservation needs?
A Certified TSP can assist with all nine steps of the conservation planning 
process through NRCS Financial Assistance Programs

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9

Identify Problems
Determine 
Objectives

Inventory 
Resources

Analyze Data
Formulate 

Alternatives
Evaluate 

Alternatives
Make Decisions

Implement the Plan

Evaluate the 
Plan

Design
Installation 

Oversite
Check-Out 

Conservation Planning Activity (CPA) 
911 

or 
DIA 

912 913

CEMA 
Qualified Individual (QI)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
. 
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TSP Services for RPP

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9

Identify Problems
Determine 
Objectives

Inventory 
Resources

Analyze Data
Formulate 

Alternatives
Evaluate 

Alternatives
Make Decisions

Implement the Plan

Evaluate the 
PlanDesign

Installation 
Oversight

Check-Out 

Develop Conservation Plans (CPA-199) 
Conduct required Whole-Farm Assessments
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CONSERVATION 
PLANNING 

ACTIVITIES (CPAs)

• 199 Conservation Plan *

• 102 Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan

• 106 Forest Management Plan

• 110 Grazing Management Plan

• 116 Soil Health Management Plan

• 138 Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition

“CPAs produce conservation plans 
that document participant 

objectives, existing resource 
concerns, and participant decisions 

regarding conservation practices 
and activities that will be used to 

address identified resource 
concerns.”

*Note: CPA 199 is optional for RPP.  But all other CPAs can 
also be contracted for RPP.  
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CONSERVATION 
PLANNING 

ACTIVITIES (CPAs)

Deliverables

The resulting product is a stand-alone 
document which a customer can 

utilize for land-management 
decisions. 

Maps Assessments

Goals Alternatives



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

CONSERVATION 
PLANNING 

ACTIVITIES (CPAs)

Reference the primary Conservation 
Activity document (pdf) on the 

NRCS Website
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Required
• Conservation Plan must span a minimum of 5 years
• A minimum of one primary Regen Practice

• Existing, or
• Planned 

• Soil Health Testing 216 planned beginning and end of 
plan/contract

• Soil and Water Resource Concerns planned condition 
must meet or exceeded threshold
• Planned practices to achieve outcome must be 

contracted
Optional
• Supporting and other practices are eligible
• CEMA 217 Soil and Source Testing for Nutrient 

Management
• CPA199 supports the client hiring a certified TSP to 

write the conservation plan.

Conservation Plans to Help Meet RPP
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Using TSPs To Complete Whole Farm Assessments

199 Conservation Plan Deliverables mostly  overlap with RPP Requirements

To increase content that satisfies RPP, communicate early
 “These resource concerns need to be fully evaluated”
 Offer a planning alternative that is five years in length (practice schedule)
 Document client goals that are (or are not) related to RPP

The payment rates are based on the CPA199 deliverables.
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• A complete assessment of all resource concerns is required

• All applicable Resource Concerns and corresponding 
Components will be evaluated with the goal of establishing a 
whole farm plan before the end of the contract period.  

• By the end of the contract period all Soil and Water resource 
concerns will be met

• EQIP – can be subset of all land units based on client 
objectives

• CSP – On at least one land use (of range, pasture, crop, 
forest) before the end of the 5-year contract

RPP Whole Farm Assessment – Resource Concerns



National Resource Concern List 
and Planning Criteria

All resource concerns and applicable planning 
criteria are found in the National Resource Concern 
List and Planning Criteria document. (Jan. 2026)

• The planning criteria includes the minimum 
treatment necessary to address the resource 
concern to the point where it is sustainably 
functioning for its intended purpose.

• TSPs are expected to use and understand
these criteria in conservation planning.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/landingpage/b4205d0d-6017-4c03-bd40-98971b594fc0


FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

CPPEs are used to describe the effects of each conservation practice on resource concerns.  

Example: Cover Crop and Soil Erosion concerns

Updated FY 26 CPPE Spreadsheet available at: 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects

Conservation Practice Physical Effects - CPPE

Resource Concerns 
FY2026

Sheet and Rill 
Erosion

Wind Erosion
Ephemeral 

Gully Erosion
Classic Gully 

Erosion

Practice

Lead 
Discipline(s

)
Practice 

Code Unit
Effect Rationale Effect Rationale Effect Rationale Effect Rationale

Cover Crop ESD-Agron 340 ac.

Moderate to 
Substantial 

Improvement

Increased 
cover during 

erosive 
periods will 
reduce soil 

detachment 
by water.  

Moderate to 
Substantial 

Improvement

Increased 
cover during 

erosive 
periods will 
reduce soil 

detachment 
by wind.   

Moderate 
Improvement

Increased 
cover during 

erosive 
periods will 

reduce 
concentrated 

flow and 
associated soil 

detachment.    

No Effect
Not 

Applicable

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/conservation-practice-physical-effects
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RPP Primary Practices and Required Activity

Excerpts from NI 440 307.14 Regenerative Dec. 2025 

Conservation Activity
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DESIGN AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 
ACTIVITIES (DIAs)

• DIA 101 CNMP Design and Implementation Activity 

• DIA 120 Agricultural Energy Design 

• DIA 140 Transition to Organic Design 

• DIA 144 Fish and Wildlife Habitat Design 

• DIA 148 Pollinator Habitat Design 

• DIA 157 Nutrient Management Design

• DIA 158 Feed and Management Design 

• DIA 159 Grazing Management Design 

• DIA 160 Prescribed Burning Design 

• DIA 161 Pest Management Conservation System Design 

• DIA 162 Soil Health Management System Design

• DIA 163 Irrigation Water Management Design

• DIA 164 Improved Management of Drainage Water Design 

• DIA 165 Forest Management Practice

DIAs produce designs, prescriptions, 
or other instructions for 

implementing a single conservation 
practice, or a system of 

conservation practices derived from 
the participant’s conservation plan.
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DESIGN AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 
ACTIVITIES (DIAs)

Deliverables

The resulting products are the details 
needed to install/implement the 

conservation practices identified in 
the Conservation Plan  to NRCS 

Standards and Specifications

Ex. Plant species Ex. Irrigation 
system layout

Ex. Fence wire 
heights

Ex. Pest 
thresholds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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• All Practices Planned must meet the general 
and additional criteria that align with Soil and 
Water resource concerns in the Conservation 
Practice Standard.

• Criteria for Soil and Water resource concerns 
can be incorporated in the Implementation 
Requirement document provided to the client.

RPP Practice Implementation 
Requirements (IR)
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CONSERVATION 
EVALUATION AND 

MONITORING 
ACTIVITIES (CEMAs)

• CEMA 201 Edge of Field Water Quality Monitoring Data Collection and Evaluation

• CEMA 202 Edge of Field Water Quality Monitoring System Installation

• CEMA 204 Adaptive Management Statistical Tool Spreadsheet

• CEMA 204 Adaptive Management for Soil Health

• CEMA 206 Feed and Forage Analysis

• CEMA 207 Site Assessment and Soil Testing for Contaminants Activity

• CEMA 209 PFAS Testing in Water or Soil

• CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing – RPP (Required)

• CEMA 217 Soil and Source Testing for Nutrient Management – RPP (Optional)

• CEMA 218 Carbon Sequestration and Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Assessment

• CEMA 219 Prescribed Grazing Conservation Evaluation and Monitoring

• CEMA 221 Soil Carbon Stock Monitoring

• CEMA 222 Indigenous Stewardship Methods Evaluation

• CEMA 223 Forest Management Assessment

• CEMA 224 Aquifer Flow Test

• CEMA 226 Site Suitability and Feasibility for Waste Storage Facility

• CEMA 227 Evaluation of Existing Waste Storage Facility Components

• CEMA 228 Ag Energy Assessment

• CEMA 297 Feral Swine Damage Assessment

“CEMAs produce results of an evaluation, 
monitoring, test, or assessment.”

CEMAs are completed by a QUALIFIED 
INDIVIDUAL (QI)

Each CEMA has its own qualification 
requirements. 
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CONSERVATION 
EVALUATION AND 

MONITORING 
ACTIVITIES (CEMAs)

Deliverables

The resulting product(s) contribute to 
the decision making of our 

customers: before planning, during 
planning, or to after project 

implementation to evaluate the 
outcomes.  

Ex. Forage and Pasture 
Analysis

Ex. Soil test for heavy 
metals or other 
contaminants

Ex. Forest stand 
inventories

Ex. Identify lands with 
cultural and/or spiritual 

significance 
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How can TSPs help Producers with their 
conservation needs?
A Certified TSP can assist with all nine steps of the conservation planning 
process through NRCS Financial Assistance Programs

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9

Identify Problems
Determine 
Objectives

Inventory 
Resources

Analyze Data
Formulate 

Alternatives
Evaluate 

Alternatives
Make Decisions

Implement the Plan

Evaluate the 
Plan

Design
Installation 
Oversight

Check-Out 

Conservation Planning Activity (CPA) 
911 

or 
DIA 

912 913

CEMA 
Qualified Individual (QI)
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900 Series Technical Assistance (TA)
Funding for TSP services can be added to an active NRCS 
Financial Assistance contract for planned Conservation 
Practices – mimics NRCS staff technical responsibilities
                                                
• Design (911)
• Installation Oversight (Quality Assurance) (912) 
• Certification of Completion (913)

Availability and level of payment rates vary by states and 
are set as “not to exceed” rates based on the completed 
quantity and TSP invoice.
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900 Series- Deliverables in FOTG
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The Statement of Work (SOW) lists the
deliverables for Design, Installation 
Oversight, and Check-Out.  

• The SOW is critical for TSP work products and 
is the primary reference for the 900 code 
payment rate calculations.

• Some deliverables may not be relevant to a 
project. The TSP must indicate why it was not 
completed, as described

RPP Practice Statement of 
Work (SOW)
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RPP - How TSPs Are Paid

Funding for TSP 
services is 

obligated as 
individual line 

items in an NRCS 
Farm Bill 
contract.

REMINDER: The 
Contract is 

between NRCS 
and the Program 

Participant.  

The program 
participant 

selects and hires 
the TSP to 

complete the 
required 

deliverables for 
that service. 

The work 
products 

(deliverables) are 
completed and 

submitted to 
NRCS. 

A payment is 
made to the 

program 
participant. 

The program 
participant pays 

the TSP 
according to 

their pre-
determined 

arrangement.
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TSPS CAN ARRANGE AN 
ALTERNATIVE RATE WITH 

THE CLIENT AHEAD OF 
TIME. 

ALL WORK MUST MEET 
NRCS STANDARDS, 

SPECIFICATIONS, AND 
NRCS POLICY

NRCS PAYMENTS ARE 
BASED ON THE FINAL 

QUANTITY 

(NUMBER, ACRES, FEET, 
GALLONS, ETC). 

RPP - More on How TSPs Are Paid
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CEMA 216 Soil Health 
Testing for RPP
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Frequency – 
Soil Health Testing (CEMA 216) planning and contracting:  
• Required at beginning and at end of the conservation plan and 

contract (at a minimum)

Location – 
Soil Health Testing must be planned on one planning land unit (at a 
minimum).
• Extent will depend on the client’s operation in combination with the 

client’s objective.
• Crop Rotation
• Soil variability 
• Livestock vs no livestock
• Nutrient sources
• Client’s desired extent of testing

RPP - Planning CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing
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Soil Health Testing (CEMA 216) is required the first and last years of the contract (at a minimum) to establish a 
starting baseline and to record the resulting changes. 

Financial assistance for Soil Health Testing (CEMA 216) is available to regardless of previous testing history.

Soil and Source Testing for Nutrient Management (CEMA 217) is optional.  

RPP - Soil Health Testing CEMA 216

CEMA 217 Soil and Source Testing for Nutrient Management 10-2022

CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing 10-2024

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/FY24_CEMA_217_Soil_and_Source_Testing_for_Nutrient_Management_10-2022.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/FY24_CEMA_217_Soil_and_Source_Testing_for_Nutrient_Management_10-2022.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/FY24_CEMA_217_Soil_and_Source_Testing_for_Nutrient_Management_10-2022.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/FY25_CEMA%20216_Soil%20Health%20Testing_10-2024.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/FY25_CEMA%20216_Soil%20Health%20Testing_10-2024.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/FY25_CEMA%20216_Soil%20Health%20Testing_10-2024.pdf
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• Conservation Evaluation and Monitoring Activities (CEMAs) are provided by Qualified Individuals (QIs).

• QIs self-certify they meet qualification criteria stated in a CEMA document. 

• Professional licenses, accreditations, certifications, and experience typify qualification criteria QI.  

• A QI may, or may not, also hold TSP certification. Certification in CPA 116 or CPA 162 meets qualifications

RPP - Soil Health Testing CEMA 216

Excerpt from CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing document 
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Soil Health Testing CEMA 216

Excerpt from CEMA 216 Soil Health Testing document 
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RPP - Soil Health Recommendations for TSPs

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health 

Soil Health Website

• Review CEMA 216 and Laboratory requirements

• Determine if you meet Qualified Individual 
Requirements

• Determine locations of Certified Laboratories

• Communicate with clients on the benefits of soil health 
and testing.

RECOMMENDATIONS RESOURCES

• Recorded webinar on 
conservationwebinars.net: Implementing 
CEMA 216- Updated Information January 
2026 

• CEMA 216 Job Aid 

• Technical notes on eDirectives:

• TN-470-01 Choosing a Laboratory for Soil 
Health Testing

• TN-470-07 Guidance on Grab Sampling for 
Soil Health Testing

• TN-470-16 Soil Health Testing to Support 
Conservation Planning

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-health
https://conservationwebinars.net/webinars/implementing-cema-216-updated-information-january-2026?searchterm=216
https://conservationwebinars.net/webinars/implementing-cema-216-updated-information-january-2026?searchterm=216
https://conservationwebinars.net/webinars/implementing-cema-216-updated-information-january-2026?searchterm=216
https://conservationwebinars.net/webinars/implementing-cema-216-updated-information-january-2026?searchterm=216
https://conservationwebinars.net/webinars/implementing-cema-216-updated-information-january-2026?searchterm=216
https://usdagcc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/eric_mctaggart_usda_gov/IQDKisP1jn79TrsdpSGoo89sAbx_FNZQvDj03Fp6u_JiTFA?e=572P7P
https://usdagcc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/eric_mctaggart_usda_gov/IQDKisP1jn79TrsdpSGoo89sAbx_FNZQvDj03Fp6u_JiTFA?e=572P7P
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdirectives.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles2%2F1716469234%2FTN%2520470-SH-01%2520Choosing%2520a%2520Laboratory%2520for%2520Soil%2520Health%2520Testing.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ceric.mctaggart%40usda.gov%7Cd2da05d985cf4c0802c908de4c91ec45%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C639032386913456102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YqXvXBXM1EvSm089axpFm02uFFEnV3LuHnPgf1VJZEo%3D&reserved=0
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BECOMING A 
CERTIFIED TSP 

FOR RPP 

TSPs must be formally certified by NRCS for the 
services they wish to offer. 

All Certification Criteria are listed on the NRCS TSP 
Website

Requirements for certification vary by conservation 
activity, conservation practice, and geographic 
location. 

- Completion of Technical Training (NRCS provided)

- Work Experience

- Professional Certification

- Sample of Work

- State Specific Requirements

TSP 
Certification 

Criteria

National 
Criteria

State-Level 
Criteria
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THREE PATHS TO TSP CERTIFICATION

1. Professional Certification

2. Experience

3. Education + Experience
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BECOMING 
A 

CERTIFIED 
TSP

Example of 
Certification Criteria

Contour 
Farming

CPS 
330

Professional 
Certification

Professional 
Certification

Certification in at least one of the following: 

1) American Society of Agronomy (ASA): Certified 
Crop Advisor (CCA) or Certified Professional 
Agronomist (CPAg); 
2) Soil Science Society of America (SSSA): Certified 
Professional Soil Scientist;
3) National Alliance of Independent Crop 
Consultants (NAICC): Certified Professional Crop 
Consultant (CPCC); or
4) Professional Engineer License in any state 
(Agriculture Engineer, Biosystems Engineer or 
related major).

Education and 
Experience

Education
Associate's or higher degree in Forestry, Agronomy, 
Soils, Animal or Plant Science, Natural Resources, or 
Rangeland Management.

Experience
Demonstrate at least 2 years experience in 
planning, design, installation/layout, inspection, 
checkout and certification of this practice.
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BECOMING 
A 

CERTIFIED 
TSP

Example of 
Certification Criteria

Conservation Plan CPA 199 Certification

Technical Training

Sample of Work
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1) Using Planning Criteria in Conservation Planning 
2) Communication Skills for Conservation Professionals: The Art of Helping People Help the Land 
3)   Cultural Resources Training Series, Part 1 
4) Environmental Evaluation Webinar Series No 1: Primer on NRCS Environmental Compliance 
5) Environmental Evaluation Webinar Series No 2: Documenting the Environmental Evaluation 
6)   Basic Soils and Web Soil Survey to Interpret Land Capabilities & Limitations or Using Basic Soil Survey 
Information in Conservation Planning 
7)   Overview of Water Quality for Conservation Planners - No. 1 
8)   Nitrogen Management and Concerns – No. 2 
9)   Phosphorous Management and Concerns – No. 3 
10)   Sediment Management for Water Quality – No. 4 
11)   State-Specific Training Module for each state for which you are applying for certification,
12)   Conservation Planning Course: Part 2 Modules 6 to 8 
13)   Water Bodies – No. 5 
14)   Pest Management and Water Quality Implications – No. 6 
15)   Water Management 
16)   Conservation Planning course Part 3: Module 9 
17)   Cultural Resources Training Series Part 2
18)   Environmental Evaluation Webinar Series No. 3 to 11 
19)   Fundamentals of Highly Erodible Land & and Wetland Conservation Provisions or Fundamentals of Highly 
Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Provisions 
20)   Soil Health Basics for TSPs 
21)   Conservation Economics Webinar Series or Archived Course: Economics of Conservation Planning 
22)   Air Quality, Climate Change, and Energy 

TSP Certification Criteria Required Training - Conservation Plan (CPA 199)

https://www.w
earencpp.com/
conservation-

planning-
training-pilot/
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Sample of Work Requirements: 
1) The candidate will be accompanied to the field by the State Conservationist designee to meet with the 
decisionmaker. 
2) The candidate will be expected to demonstrate competency in the planning process and planning 
development, as well as interpersonal skills representing excellent customer service. 
3) At a minimum, the conservation plan components listed in 180-GM-409, Subpart E, Exhibit 5 should be 
documented in the plan or associated material.
4) The observer will evaluate the candidate's involvement with the decisionmaker (landowner or land operator) 
in the planning process to determine whether all client objectives and resource concerns associated with the 
planning area are adequately addressed, and whether the client understands the alternatives presented and 
feels satisfied with the planning assistance provided. 
5) Field-reviewed plans must be approved by the State Conservationist or designee prior to final delivery to the 
decisionmaker.
6) A sample worksheet to evaluate the conservation plan can be found in 180-GM-409, Subpart E, Exhibit 5 
(Conservation Planning Policy).

TSP Certification Criteria  - Conservation Plan 
(CPA 199)- Sample of Work Requirements
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BECOMING A 
CERTIFIED TSP

Individuals with the required qualifications must apply to 
NRCS via the online “NRCS Registry” website.  

TSPs sign a Certification Agreement with NRCS, which lists 
which services they are certified to perform, the locations 
(states/territories), and includes statements regarding their 
legal responsibilities.  

A Certified TSP’s name will appear on the publicly available 
list “FIND A TSP” from which NRCS program participants can 
review and select.
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NEXT STEPS- YOUR CONSIDERATIONS

Technical Discipline and Qualifications
• National-Level TSP Criteria
• State-Level TSP Criteria

What is needed-utilized-available in your service area?
• Get familiar with needs in your area 
• Get familiar with NRCS Programs (EQIP and CSP)

Payment rates and Deliverables
• View NRCS Payment Schedules
• Consider your awareness of required deliverables for work products
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NEXT STEPS – NRCS REGISTRY 
FOR NEW TSP APPLICANTS
Start a new TSP application as an individual
Entity or business name can be associated with a business application after

Complete required training(s) and develop samples of work
• TSP Orientation and Conservation Planning
• Other required 

Upload necessary documents, review and sign certification 
agreement and submit the application
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NEXT STEPS – NRCS REGISTRY 
FOR CURRENT CERTIFIED TSPS

Start a modification application logged in as an individual:

+Add RPP Primary Practices and RPP Optional Conservation 
Activities as applicable to your credentials

Complete any required training(s) and develop samples of work as 
required. Choose the states where you intend to provide these 
services.

Upload documentation, review and sign the certification 
agreement and submit application
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• Producers and NRCS expect quality deliverables

• NRCS may decertify a TSP if the TSP: 
• Fails to meet NRCS standards and specifications in the 

provision of technical services;
• Violates the terms of the Certification Agreement
• Engages in a scheme or device; or
• Commits any other action of a serious or compelling nature as 

determined by NRCS that demonstrates the TSP's inability to 
fulfill the terms of the Certification Agreement or provide 
technical services.

Reminder: Quality Assurance
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Summary and 
Wrap-up
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BENEFITS OF 
BEING AN NRCS 
CERTIFIED TSP

Income
NRCS Certified TSPs are paid to complete 
the technical assistance needs of Farm Bill 
Program Participants

Expand your Business
NRCS Certified TSPs can also be hired for 
other services. 
• The actual construction/implementation of a 

conservation practices in the same contract
• Services outside of the NRCS contract 
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GETTING WORK AS A TSP

Advertise 
Business website, 

professional certification 
websites 

Ensure your contact 
information is accurate on 

the “Find a TSP” website 

Engage with state and 
local NRCS staff
Learn about regional 

programs and patterns.

Attend NRCS meetings 

Introduce existing or 
new clients to NRCS 

programs

Offer quality services 
in high demand  

Offer a specialty
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NATIONAL OFFICE –TSP Regional Coordinator 

Certification – getting started, re-certification, modifying service area & 
support

STATE OFFICE – State TSP Coordinator

State level review of qualification 

AREA OFFICE – Area Specialist

Technical policy – SOWs, Standards & Specifications 

FIELD OFFICE – District Conservationist                                                                                    
Contract questions, payments, program policy 

WORKING 
EFFECTIVELY 
WITH NRCS 

STAFF

Agency 
Organization
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A TSP should understand their role in the conservation 
planning process and the farm bill contracting process.

TSPs provide their own equipment and software

A TSP should be familiar with deliverables and “completeness” 
of work products, so the required effort is not underestimated. 

A TSP should thoroughly review the final work products with 
the program participant to agree on quantities and outcomes 
before submitting to NRCS.  

WORKING 
EFFECTIVELY 
WITH NRCS 

STAFF
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RPP and TSPs Summary 
Certified TSPs may be hired by RPP Participants with NRCS 

program contracts to: 

 Develop Conservation Plans 

 Design RPP Primary and Supporting Conservation Practices,

 Perform Technical Assistance for practice design, installation 
oversight, and/or checkout, and

 Some certified TSPs may also have the documented skills to serve as 
Qualified Individuals (QI) that producers choose to hire to complete 
conservation evaluation and monitoring activities, such as the soil 
health testing required under RPP.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/regenerative-pilot-program
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NRCS TSP Regional Coordinators

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
P.H
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Questions?
*******************************************************************************************************************************************************

Click the Q&A button at the top right of your screen to enter questions. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Visit us at
www.nrcs.usda.gov/tsp  

Scan here if you 
could not complete 
at the beginning of 

the presentation

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/tsp
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