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Overview

Food Security Act - Wetland Compliance Background

Wetland Compliance – NRCS/Client Responsibilities?

Minimal Effects National Bulletin

Understanding Minimal Effects

STAC input?
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Food Security Act –
Wetland Compliance Background

These provisions apply to all land which is owned or farmed by persons 
voluntarily participating in USDA programs. 
To be in compliance with the wetland conservation provisions, producers 
must agree, by certifying on Form AD- 1026 (Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification), that they will not:

 Plant an agricultural commodity on a converted wetland; 

 Convert a wetland to make possible the production of an agricultural 
commodity

The 1026 is received by FSA who then notifies the NRCS to carry out the technical 
determination
Examples of non-compliance actions are filling of a wetland, draining of a wetland, removal 
of trees and roots from wetland
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NRCS and Client Wetland Compliance Responsibilities

NRCS
 Receives AD-1026 from FSA
 Technical determinations
 Annual compliance reviews

Client
 Maintain eligibility for USDA 

programs
 Contact FSA (AD-1026) when a 

ground disturbing activity is 
proposed

NRCS is the agency within the USDA tasked with making the technical 
determination if land should be classified as a wetland or if a wetland conversion 
has occurred
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What is Minimal Effect?
 NRCS shall determine whether the effect of any action of a person 

associated with the conversion of a wetland, the conversion of 
wetland and the production of an agricultural commodity on 
converted wetland, or the combined effect of the production of an 
agricultural commodity on a wetland converted by someone else 
has a minimal effect on the functions and values of wetlands in the 
area. Such determination shall be based upon a functional 
assessment of functions and values of the subject wetland and 
other related wetlands in the area (7 CFR § 12.31(e)(1)). 

In a situation where conversion of a wetland is proposed or has already occurred, NRCS 
shall determine, if any action associated with the wetland conversion has a minimal effect 
on the functions and values of wetlands in the area based on a functional assessment.
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National Bulletin 180-25-2  (3/12/2025)

 Regulations resulted in a National Bulletin released in March of 2025
 Included a Template to work from 
 Instructed - States, in consultation with the State Technical Committee may customize 

the template to reflect local wetland conditions.
 The template is to be adopted for an interim period of no less than 1 year
 At that time, any needed revisions will be made and a final procedure established
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Minimal Effect Assessment Procedure and 
Decision Matrix

 NV NRCS Adopted National Template

 Functional Assessment - process for 
both the wetland being converted and the 
wetlands in the area to assign numerical 
values.

 Decision Matrix – determine how well the 
wetlands in the area can compensate for the 
wetland functional loss. 

 After an internal review NV NRCS adopted the national template in August of 2025
 Edits will be made based on application of the interim procedure as well as partner 

collaboration
 There are two primary sections to the document – Functional Assessment and Decision 

Matrix
 We are looking for input on the Functional Assessment which includes the analysis 

variables
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Functional Assessment

 Functional Capacity (Inventory)
 Physical characteristics of the wetland before and after the conversion action 
 3 Variables - Hydrologic alteration, soil disturbance and vegetative alteration 
 3 Wetland Functions - Floodwater Capture and Storage, Water Quality, & Wildlife 

Habitat and Connectivity
 Assign numerical values
 Other conversion actions in the area

 Analysis of Converted Wetland to Other Wetlands In the Area
 Radius of Analysis 
 Sub-regions of analysis 
 Rare and Unique Wetlands
 Invasive Species
 Species of low habitat value

 Functional capacity is the inventory of physical characteristics before and after 
conversion action

 We look at alteration to 3 variables – Hydrology, Soil, and Vegetation
 Then how those variables affect 3 wetland functions – Floodwater Capture and Storage, 

Water Quality, Wildlife Habitat and Connectivity
 Numerical values are assigned to the 3 variables and wetland functions as well as 

consideration of other conversion activities in the area
 Once inventory is complete analysis of the wetland conversion and other wetlands in 

the area occurs with consideration to the following—
 And this is where we could use additional input from STAC
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Expedited 
Minimal 
Effects

 In addition to analysis considerations, NRCS has determined 11 Expedited Minimal 
Effect opportunities

 By definition, these are conversion activities and conditions that are routinely 
determined by NRCS to have minimal effect on wetland functions and values

 If a conversion action falls within one of these categories we document as required in 
the procedure without going through the full functional analysis and the client stays in 
compliance and eligible for federal funding

 These were developed on a national scale based on past conversion actions
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STAC Input

 Analysis Considerations
1. Radius of Analysis - 2 mile radius  (NWI used as base data)
2. Sub-regions of analysis (North/South, river corridors or other areas )
3. Rare and Unique Wetlands 
4. Invasive Species
5. Species of low habitat value

 Expedited Minimal Effects
6. Common routine actions (State Specific)

 NEXT STEP:  Develop Working Group to discuss in detail ( 6 months)

NWI is the basis of mapped wetland acres for analysis
Invasive Species – Russian Olive, Ventenata
Species of Low Habitat Value – Reed Canary Grass, 

Ask participants who would like to be on the working group?  NDOW, NDA, FWS?…

Today we are not looking for detailed feedback but would like to set up future working 
groups to discuss these analysis variables and 
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For more information
• Talk to your local office 
• NRCS Nevada Website 

• Use the QR Code or visit 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/nevada

• Email SM.NRCS.NV.INFO@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.
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