MICHIGAN TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

August 13, 2024

CALL TO ORDER

Garry Lee, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State
Conservationist, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. The meeting
was held in person as well as online via Microsoft Teams. Garry
welcomed those in attendance and introduced Nick Williams as the
Acting ASTC-Management & Strategy and Brian Thomas as the Acting
ASTC-Programs.

ROLL CALL

Ben Beaman, Ben Wickerham for Richard Bowman, Matt Kapp for
Laura Campbell, Jim Hazelman, Aron Buechler for Jerry Miller, Joe
Nohner, Georgia Peterson, Dale Allen for Christina Salenbien, John
Switzer, and Amy Upton were present.

OTHERS

Nick Williams, Rick Woodford, Brian Thomas, Angela Dietrich, Justine
Reid, Candra Thomas, Owen Howard, Rivka Hodgkinson, Matt Conrad,
Brendan Montie, and Hagan Capnerhurst

MINUTES

The minutes from the November 27, 2023 meeting were reviewed and,
hearing no changes, accepted as presented.

The agenda for the meeting was reviewed. Hearing no changes, the
meeting continued.

NEW BUSINESS

ACEP-WRE
Easement
Compensation

Brian Thomas, Acting ASTC-Programs, NRCS

Brian presented information regarding the proposed easement
compensation process for FY 2025.

Brian presented the following recommendation to the MTC: The basis
for the compensation of an offer for an easement or 30-year contract
enrollment in FY 2025 will be the fair market value as determined by a
Uniform Standards for Professional Appraisal Practices (USPAP)
appraisal. The appraisal will be discounted 5% to reflect the value of
the reserved rights retained by the grantee, with the not-to-exceed
amounts determined by the updated 2024 NASS average pasture and
cropland value data.

The MTC concurred with this recommendation.

Wetland Restoration
Criteria Guide

Brian Thomas, Acting ASTC-Programs, NRCS

Page 1 of 4



Brian shared some information with the MTC regarding the Michigan
Wetland Restoration Criteria & Guidelines. The Michigan Wetland
Restoration Criteria and Guidelines are provided to support wetland
restoration through easements in NRCS conservation programs in
Michigan. Wetland restoration project planning should include the full
life span of the project, including initial site assessment, planning,
enrollment, and on to long-term management, enhancement, and repairs.

The restoration of wetlands through WRE will be limited to the historic
types to the extent possible. An alternative community is a hydrologic
regime and native vegetative community that occurs naturally in the
general landscape area with a significantly altered hydrologic regime
than existed prior to degradation. The establishment of an alternative
community will result in wetland and associated habitats different than
what existed previously on the specific site. An example of an
alternative community type is wetland prairie habitats on historically
forested wetland sites.

In general, the purpose of wetland restoration is to provide undisturbed
naturalized areas, free of human activity, to serve as habitat for endemic
wildlife and vegetation. In certain situations, human uses may be
temporarily authorized if they do not degrade habitat or otherwise
hinder wetland management goals. A Compatible Use Authorization
(CUA) is required for these activities. Compatible Use Authorizations
are temporary, allowed for 1 to 10 years, depending on the activity.
Each potential CUA has its own restrictions and time limits, which are
meant to allow a reasonable amount of flexibility in the project without
preventing or impeding habitat and wildlife restoration. The activities
in Michigan that may be considered for a CUA include: Planting and
Harvesting Crops, Wildlife Food Plots, Fencing, Access Road
Maintenance, Trails and Walkways, Structures, Forest Stand
Improvement, Forest Trails and Landings, Woody Residue Treatment,
Brush Management/Herbaceous Weed Control, Prescribed Burning,
Haying, Grazing, and Maintenance of private drainage.

Special considerations are given to natural communities. A natural
community is defined as an assemblage of interacting plants, animals,
and other organisms that repeatedly occurs under similar environmental
conditions across the landscape and is predominantly structured by
natural processes rather than modern anthropogenic disturbances.
Easements that contain existing remnant natural communities received
special consideration in ranking and selection and are required to be
maintained in their natural state. They are not allowed to be managed as
an alternative community. Examples of natural communities include
lakeplain prairie, wet prairie, coastal plain marsh, interdunal wetland,
fen, or wet meadow.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and NRCS developed guidelines to
conserve the threatened Copperbelly Water Snake, the endangered
Indiana Bat, the endangered Clubshell Mussel, and their associated
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habitats within the State of Michigan. Forest management guidelines,
wetland management guidelines, prescribed fire guidelines, and other
management activities have also been included in the Wetland
Restoration Criteria and Guidelines.

CRP Priority Zones | Dale Allen, Conservation Chief, FSA

for FY24
The CRP Subgroup met in August of 2023 to discuss priority zones for
CRP, and Dale wanted to notify the MTC that the subgroup reviewed
the Wildlife Priority Zone, Water Quality Zone, and Air Quality Zone
for CRP for FY 2024. Dale shared this information discussed at the
CRP Subgroup meeting through a handout.

Management Dale Allen, Conservation Chief, FSA

Activities for CRP

Tree Practices

Dale shared a document with the MTC which contained the Michigan
CRP Required Management Activities and highlighted some of the
changes in the document as it relates to CRP tree practices.

Garry indicated that he will seek some clarification and verification with
staff before he gives his concurrence.

Payment Scenario
for Replacing
Tractors

Rick Woodford, State Conservation Engineer, NRCS

Rick asked if he could share some information regarding producers
replacing diesel tractors with electric tractors. Rick shared with the
MTC a new practice standard regarding replacing diesel tractors with
electric tractors and a payment scenario applicable to this standard. For
fiscal year 2024, NRCS is increasing Climate-Smart Agricultural and
Forestry Mitigation Activities eligible for Inflation Reduction Act
funding through EQIP and CSP. In response to feedback received,
NRCS considered and evaluated activities based on scientific literature
demonstrating expected climate change mitigation benefits.

NRCS climate-smart agriculture and forestry mitigation activities are
divided into mitigation categories. One of the categories is Energy,
Combustion, and Electricity Efficiency. Producers may work with
NRCS to implement conservation practices that can reduce emissions
through improved energy or fuel efficiency and use within their
agricultural systems, infrastructure, or operations. These practices may
also improve air quality and lower input costs.

Combustion System Improvement (CPS 372) is used to replace,
repower, or retrofit an agricultural combustion system and related
components or devices. This practice can be used for stationary or
mobile engine replacement or repower to electric motor. Producers who
implement combustion system improvement may reduce carbon dioxide
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emissions through improved fuel efficiency while delivering the co-
benefits of improving air quality and lowering input costs.

The payment scenario for this practice allows a producer to destroy or
disable their existing diesel tractor and replace it with an electric tractor.
The emissions calculations are dependent upon the age and engine hp of
the existing diesel tractor and typical annual hours of operation or
typical annual fuel usage. Since the producer would essentially be
removing all on-farm emissions from the existing diesel tractor, there
would be significant reductions in particulate matter, oxides of nitrogen,
and carbon dioxide associated with this change. The reductions in
carbon dioxide would make that change eligible for IRA funding. The
payment rate is based on the equivalent engine brake horsepower (bhp)
rating of the electric motor of the new tractor.

Public Comment There were no public comments.

Closing Remarks Garry indicated to the group that it was good to get back together as an
MTC. He thanked those in attendance, and the meeting was adjourned
at2:17 p.m.
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