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Environmental Compliance

Environmental Laws, Executive Orders, Policies, etc.
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NEPA and Environmental Compliance 
▪ USDA Departmental NEPA Regulations

▪ 7 CFR Subtitle A Part 1b (7 CFR 1b)​

▪ Programmatic Environmental Assessment (EA)
▪ Analysis focused on NRCS conservation practice standards
▪ Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) signed 26 AUG 2022

▪ Project-specific Environmental Evaluations required
▪ Review for special environmental concerns
▪ Review for extraordinary circumstances 
▪ Identify consultation requirements 
▪ Avoid, reduce, or otherwise mitigation adverse impacts
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Environmental Evaluation Process
▪ NRCS Environmental Evaluation Worksheet 

(CPA-52)
▪ Web-based link
▪ AMP Partners are required to complete the CPA-52 

through Section O
▪ NRCS Responsible Federal Official (RFO) signature 

required
▪ NRCS Environmental Evaluation (EE) process:

▪ Required for all technical and financial assistance 
▪ Ensures compliance with required laws, Executive 

Orders and policy 
▪ CPA-52 also used to document the applicability of a 

Programmatic EA 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/nrcs-environmental-evaluation-cpa-52-worksheet-tools-and-training
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Environmental Evaluation Framework
▪ Special Environmental Concerns

▪ Concerns (including human considerations) that are protected by 
law, Executive order, or agency policy and will need to be analyzed 
according to the laws, regulations, or Executive orders established to 
protect them.

▪ Extraordinary Circumstances Review 
▪ Confirms no adverse impacts
▪ Documents the Programmatic EA applies 

▪ Available Tools
▪ Field Office Technical Guides, including State CPA-52 templates 
▪ NEPAssist, EPA tool

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/
https://www.epa.gov/nepa/nepassist
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Environmental Evaluation & CPA-52
Special Environmental Concerns

 Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

 Clean Air Act

 Clean Water Act

 Coastal Zone Management Act

 Endangered Species Act

 Farmland Protection Policy Act

 Magnuson-Stevenson Act

 Migratory Bird Treaty Act

 National Historic PreservationAct

 National Environmental Policy Act

 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
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Endangered Species Act -
Endangered and 
Threatened Species
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General Manual 190; Part 410 Compliance with NEPA; Subpart B Related 
Environmental Concerns; 410-22 Endangered and Threatened Species and 

Species of Concern

NRCS is committed to supporting its clients and partners by providing 
technical assistance and NRCS actions to conserve and improve 
natural resources on private lands. Within this framework, and 
consistent with legal requirements, implementation of conservation 
programs through planning and application of conservation practices 
and measures must provide for the conservation of:

▪ Federally listed species (endangered and threatened) + Critical 
Habitat

▪ Species proposed for Federal listing + Proposed Critical Habitat
▪ Federal candidate species
▪ State and Tribal species of concern and their habitats

Endangered and Threatened Species
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Environmental 
Evaluation 
Worksheet 
CPA-52 Section G
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NRCS is to conduct an environmental evaluation for 
all assistance to determine the effects of proposed 
actions and alternatives on federally listed species, 
species proposed for listing, and candidate species; 
federally designated and proposed critical habitat; 
and relevant state and tribal species of concern and 
their habitats.

Documentation is to include the nature and extent 
of the effects and conclude whether the proposed 
action and alternatives will have “no effect” or “may 
affect” species and their habitats. In determining 
the effects, NRCS must use the best scientific and 
commercial data available

General Manual 190; Part 410 Compliance with NEPA; Subpart B Related 
Environmental Concerns; 410-22 Endangered and Threatened Species and 

Species of Concern
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1. Compile List of Protected Species with the 
Potential to Occur Onsite

2. Determine If the Project Will Affect Any Protected 
Species or Their Habitat

3. Compile Information Necessary to Initiate 
Endangered Species Act Conferencing or 
Consultation  
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Recommended Sources to Determine 
Protected Species with the Potential to Occur
State species protected by law or regulation
- Contact NRCS State Office POC as some State Offices maintain a list  
- State Wildlife Action Plan (https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwa-

informs/state-wildlife-action-plans)

Tribal species protected by law or regulation
- Contact NRCS State Office POC as some State Offices maintain a list or 

have a Tribal Liaison

Federally listed (threatened or endangered), proposed and candidate 
species:
- Contact NRCS State Office POC as some State Offices maintain a list  
- Request a species list from the local USFWS Office (they may direct you 

to their Information for Planning and Consultation project planning tool 
– see below) 

- Use Information from Planning and Consultation (IPaC) planning tool to 
generate a species list (https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/)
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Onsite Conditions:
- Land Use

- Vegetation Communities Present

- Other Habitat Features Present
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1. Compile List of Protected Species with the 
Potential to Occur Onsite

2. Determine If the Project Will Affect Any 
Protected Species or Their Habitat

3. Compile Information Necessary to Initiate 
Endangered Species Act Conferencing or 
Consultation  
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For each conservation practice to be implemented, 
determine (and document) if practice implementation 
may affect a protected species (with the potential to occur 
onsite) or its habitat.  

Effects need to be detailed relative to each species and / 
or its associated habitat.  

Resources:
▪ Contact NRCS State Office POC
▪ USFWS Environmental Conservation Online System 

(ECOS) (https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/)

Effects Determinations
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Category of 
Protected 

Species 
Affected

Policy Requirement 
(190 General Manual 410 Subpart B)

Legal Requirement (Endangered Species Act)

Federally
Listed

NRCS must consult with the appropriate Service

Section 7(a)(2) - Each Federal agency shall, in 
consultation with and with the assistance of the 
Secretary, ensure that any action authorized, funded, or 
carried out by such agency is not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of any endangered species or 
threatened species or result in the destruction or adverse 
modification of habitat of such species.

Proposed

NRCS must conference with the appropriate 
Service to determine whether the action is likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of any 
proposed species or result in the destruction or 
adverse modification of the proposed critical 
habitat

Section 7(a)(4) - Each Federal agency shall confer with 
the Secretary on any agency action which is likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of any species 
proposed to be listed or result in the destruction or 
adverse modification of critical habitat proposed to be 
designated for such species. 

Candidate

NRCS will recommend only alternative 
conservation treatments that will avoid or 
minimize adverse effects and, to the extent 
practicable, provide long-term benefit to the 
species

None

State / Tribal

NRCS must coordinate with the appropriate state 
or tribal government and receive concurrence on 
recommended alternatives when required by state 
law or regulation. 

None
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1. Compile List of Protected Species with the 
Potential to Occur Onsite

2. Determine If the Project Will Affect Any Protected 
Species or Their Habitat

3. Compile Information Necessary to Coordinate, 
Conference or Consult
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Federally Listed and Proposed Species
- State-level Programmatic Agreement 
- Biological and Conference Opinions

Candidate Species
- Avoidance and Minimization Measures
- Conference Reports

State / Tribal Protected Species
- Avoidance and Minimization Measures
- MOUs
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If NRCS is required to consult with another agency related to the Endangered 
Species Act additional information provided by the AMP partner can greatly 
reduce the processing time. 

At a minimum, the following information should be submitted to the NRCS 
State Office POC for the NRCS State Biologist to assess for further action:
- Description of proposed action (to include a description of the practice(s), the purpose for which 

they will be implemented, how they will be installed, an implementation timeline, associated 
activities on and around the project site during, ongoing operational and maintenance 
requirements post implementation)

- Map to include footprints of all proposed conservation practices, delineation and labelling of 
vegetation communities and habitat features onsite, delineation of the areas where listed and 
proposed species may be affected (and, if relevant, avoidance and minimization measures that 
will be applied)

- Delineation of area of potential effect (which may go beyond the project footprint)
- Description of current site conditions (to include activities occurring onsite)
- Description how the action may affect listed or proposed species and their habitats
- Description of avoidance or minimization measures that will be incorporated into project 

implementation 
- A signed permission to consult form from the producer (depending on State Office PII 

procedures)

Supporting Information - ESA
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National Historic 
Preservation Act - 
Cultural Resources and  
Historic Properties
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General Manual 190; Part 601 Cultural Resources Procedures 
Handbook;  Title 420 General Manual, Part 401 Cultural Resources; 

National Prototype Programmatic Agreement

Important definitions:

▪ Undertaking (36 CFR Part 800.16(y)) means a project, activity, or 
program funded in whole or in part of the direct jurisdiction of a 
Federal agency, including those carried out by Federal financial 
assistance; and those requiring  a Federal permit, license, or 
approval.

▪ Historic property (36 CFR Part 800.16(l)(1)) means any prehistoric 
or historic district, site, building, structure, or object included in, or 
eligible for inclusion in, the National Register of Historic Places...
▪ The NRCS National Cultural Resources Procedures Handbook equates these 

with "Cultural Resources", which is found nowhere else in the law.

Cultural Resources and Historic Properties  
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Prototype Programmatic Agreements (PPA)
▪ Effectively streamlined the process required to achieve a 

Programmatic Agreement with a State and/or Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer

▪ As of May 1, 2025, NRCS has agreements with all but six states
▪ Some states have also obtained agreements with Tribes that reside in 

or have ancestral interest
▪ Why a PPA?

▪ Establishes and streamlines the Cultural Resources process within a state, while 
providing a small degree of uniform Section 106 compliance efforts nationally

▪ Creates a list of practices and implementation scenarios and determines their 
potential effects on historic properties through consultation

▪ Matrices shown in next slide are based on these decisions
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Cultural Resources and Historic Properties  
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Most states have laws established for Historic Preservation, 
cemeteries, burials, archaeological sites, and architectural 
resources, for which these agreements must account.
▪ This limits how uniform our efforts may be; e.g., one state may have already 

determined through consultation that Grade Stabilization Structures installed into 
existing ditches without excavation do not require Cultural Resources review, while 
another may require us to review all of them.

If one of the states an AMP project includes doesn't have a 
PPA, how does compliance work?
▪ For states without a PPA, you follow the process outlined by the Section 106 

regulations. None of the streamlining or efficiencies within the PA are available.

Prototype Programmatic Agreements (PPA)
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Supporting Information - Cultural Resources 
If NRCS is required to consult with another agency related to Cultural Resources – National Historic 
Preservation Act Compliance (Section 106) additional information provided by the AMP awardee can 
greatly reduce the processing time. 

Why would we have to consult?

▪ Known resources within the tract or nearby.

▪ High potential for encountering historic properties.

▪ Practice is not covered by the PPA; or the state does not have a PPA.

▪ Concerns raised by consulting parties that require additional consideration.
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Supporting Information – Cultural Resources
▪ If the project-specific rubric indicates consultation is or may be needed (No Consult w/ 

Conditions, Consult w/ Conditions, and Consult), at a minimum the following information would be 
submitted to the NRCS State AMP POC for the NRCS State CRS to assess for further actions:

▪ A map detailing the geographic location of the proposed practice(s) within the farm. Parameters:
▪ 1:24,000 scale map depicted on a 7.5’ USGS topographic quadrangle.
▪ The footprints of all proposed conservation practice(s) detailed on the map.
▪ A center-point coordinate in Lat/Long or UTM for the project.

▪ A narrative description of the practice(s) and how they will be installed, including maximum expected depth 
of disturbance.

▪ Any time constraints on practice implementation; e.g., trees need to be planted by a certain date; 
seeding needs to occur within a specific window.

▪ Any information from the producer about the previous land-use of the area; e.g., deep tilled in the past?; is it 
previous mineland?

▪ Two to three example photographs of the proposed areas, if possible.
▪ A signed permission to consult form from the producer, might be state dependent.
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Cultural resources appears as a 
single question under Special 
Environmental Concerns.  

It has two responses:
▪ No effect – the undertaking will 

have no impact on Historic 
Properties.

▪ May effect – the undertaking 
may have an impact on Historic 
Properties.

How do we answer this question?

Environmental 
Evaluation 
Worksheet 
CPA-52 Section G
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No Effect to Historic Properties
Answer can be selected when:
▪ All practices associated with the Undertaking do not 

require consultation, as determined by the state's 
PPA.

▪ Once a State Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS) 
completes their review of the Undertaking and 
determines through consultation that no effect will 
occur.
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May Effect Historic Properties
NRCS' general policy is to avoid effects to 
potential historic properties.
▪ We do this by redesigning the practices to avoid the 

identified location.
▪ The State Point of Contact and CRS will work closely 

together to work out this situation.
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Next Steps
CPA-52 Training Materials

Available Resources and Tools

AMP Partner Webinar – August 28

Office Hours

Transmittal Procedures and Demo
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Advancing Markets for 
Producers (AMP) Initiative:

Environmental Evaluation 
(EE) Procedures
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Current Status for EE Processing

▪ No longer have a contractor-managed portal to 
process CPA-52s

▪ Developed new system using Box for 
submissions

▪ Conducted an internal pilot 
▪ Box portal is available; expect refinement &  

improvements over time
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Partner Submission Portal

Note - Files uploaded from partner submission 
will be temporarily housed in Box.
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AMP EE Process Takeaways

▪ Partner notification
▪ NRCS will continue to improve procedures
▪ Additional Informational Sessions on EE management 

can be offered (if needed)

▪ Written resources/instructions are coming soon
▪ Status reports – frequency TBD

▪ Next steps for partners (active projects): designate EE 
POCs for Box access
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Questions and Discussion
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