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SGI 
Priority 
Areas:
periodic 
updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since 2010 those eligibility Priority Areas maps have been updated semi-annually, based on program/state priorities as well as the most current relevant data. 
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SGI Priority Areas – use of WSRRI Sage Grouse Priorities mapping as 
basis for current update

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LEFT: original WSRRI mapping (note that WSRRI’s Sage Grouse Priorities include core, growth-opportunity, and corridor areas, while the “other shrubsteppe” category are those areas not identified to be priorities for sage-grouse conservation). RIGHT: our proposal (aligned to our established three-tier Priority Areas) adjusts the WSRRI mapping by 1) primarily, dropping the fourth “other shrubsteppe” category, except for two small areas closely adjoining or spanning between the two currently-occupied Core areas, supporting potential corridor linkage between them; 2) to a much lesser extent, dropping a few distal and isolated areas of growth opportunity and corridor habitat that are further from the occupied sage-grouse core areas; and 3) “smoothing” or generalizing some small/narrow areas of lower-quality habitat into the surrounding higher-quality habitat areas (e.g., the linear traces of corridor habitat bisecting the extensive blocks of sage-grouse core areas in Douglas County).
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SGI Priority Areas – comparison of existing and proposed 
(WSRRI-based) Priority Areas:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LEFT: The existing Priority Areas, last updated in 2021. 	RIGHT: Our proposed update, based on 2024 WSRRI Sage Grouse Priorities mapping. Per WLFW guidance, this update focuses on the areas currently occupied by existing populations, and habitat corridors between them. Following this spring’s sage-grouse surveys we checked back with WDFW sage-grouse biologists to see if this most recent population update suggested any need to modify our proposal; there was none.  In June, the Working Lands for Wildlife program (NRCS, Areawide Planning Branch) issued a bulletin (NB-440-25-18) requesting that States provide proposed geographical updates for the Sage Grouse Initiative and other Identified Priorities across the country. In response to that request we submitted our proposed SGI priority areas update for inclusion in the Areawide Planning Branch’s nationwide updates for SGI and other Identified Priorities.
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Questions?
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