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Food Security 
Act of 1985, as 

amended
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Wetland Conservation Provisions
The Food Security Act’s wetland 

conservation (WC) provisions were 
enacted to assist in protecting the 
values, acreage, and functions of 

the Nation's wetlands.

…remove certain incentives to 
produce agricultural

commodities on a converted 
wetland. 
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How to Remain in 
Compliance with the 

WC Provisions

Notify the Farm Service Agency prior to 
any new activity that: 

• improves or creates drainage 
• land levels 

• fills
• clears land, or 

• conducts excavation
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Wetland Identification Policy & Procedures

• 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland 
Delineation Manual

• Regional Supplements

• Food Security Act Wetland 
Identification Procedures*

*States are provided the option to develop and use a State 
Offsite Method (SOSM)
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Remote Tools 
Referenced in 
Oregon’s SOSM:

Ecological Site Descriptions

Official Series Descriptions

Hydric Soils List/Web Soil Survey

Web Soil Survey Report/Archived Soil Surveys

National Wetland Inventory Maps

USGS Topographic Maps

LiDAR

Aerial Imagery 

Farm Service Agency and/or Producer records

Historic Drainage Records
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Oregon 
SOSM 
Adoption 
Process:

NRCS NHQ Review

Consultation with the NRCS State 
technical committee

Notice and comment in the Federal 
Register

NRCS will post the State Offsite Methods 
in the FOTG.
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OTAC input on 
proposed Oregon 
NRCS State Offsite 
Methods for Food 
Security Act Wetland 
Identification. 

Jericho Winter
State Soil Scientist 

503-414-3231
jericho.winter@usda.gov

By August 1, 2025
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More Information…

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/financial-help/conservation-compliance


