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Minnesota Agriculture
in the Classroom

● Vision: Agriculture is Valued by ALL
● Mission: Increasing Agricultural Literacy through 

K-12 Education
● An agriculturally literate person understands and 

can communicate the source and value of 
agriculture as it affects our quality of life.



Organization Structure



Our Team
is comprised of both state and foundation staff.
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Education Specialist
MDA

Keri Sidle
Education Specialist
MDA

Ann Vote
Career Video Producer
Foundation

Ann Marie Ward
Executive Director
Foundation

Jessica Blosberg
Resource  Specialist
Foundation

Sarah Kuschel
Resource Specialist
Foundation

Emily Ponwith
Resource Specialist
Foundation

Brandi Wulkan
Program Director
Farm Camp - 
Foundation



Program Goal

Empower and inspire all K-12 educators 
to use agriculture as a context

for learning!



Programs and Resources



Educator Opportunities

Teacher 
Tours

Educator
Workshops

Educator 
Advisory 

Team



2024 Summer Teacher Tours

● The Hands that Feed Us
○ Tour Stops: Compeer Financial
○ Format changed due to weather

● Orchard to Market
○ Tour Stops: Pine Tree Apple Orchard, Bix Produce 

Co., and Bailey Nurseries
● Farm, Fiber and Fabrication

○ Tour Stops: Wells Technology, Bemidji Woolen Mills, 
Gustafson Farms, Table for 7

● Out of 85 total participants, 28% were 
from the metro and 72% were from 
greater Minnesota.



“I have new perspectives and a better 
understanding of the full circle of agriculture. I 
loved learning about new ways to be able to 
teach lessons in the classroom!”

Summer Teacher Tour Celebrations

"We pick a different agriculture topic each year 
to share with the students at the different 
grade levels. This year is 'apples.' I have so 
many ideas now of what to teach the kids."

 

"It was really neat how the lessons opened up 
group discussion and we were quickly looking 
at social studies standards while talking about 
food. 2) Our group was a mix of educators, 
food service and home school and we found 
that the same lesson provided value to each of 
our roles in education."



Curriculum Connections

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1f5KmKQiZ2FSq17tI3TdwhzFHqXKbFaXP/preview


Educator Workshops

● Inservice workshops = 427 teachers
○ Professional conferences
○ School district in-service days
○ Virtual and in-person
■ After School PD with MAITC

● Pre-service workshops = 295 students
○ College education classes



Educator Advisory Team

● Launched in August 2022 with 6 educators
● 6 additional educators added since launch
● Advisory Team members:
○ Attend quarterly meetings
○ Develop and deliver hands-on 

professional development sessions to 
peers using MAITC resources

○ Provide feedback and insight on MAITC 
resources and program elements

● MAITC 101 professional development course 
created



Curricular Resources

● Curriculum Matrix
○ Searchable database of agriculture-themed, 

standards-based lessons and activities.

● Food for Thought
○ Lessons and maps developed with MAGE. 

Address Minnesota’s Geography Standards.

● Monthly Focus Areas
○ Seasonal agricultural topics are used to highlight 

curricular resources, AgMag issues, virtual field trips 
and teacher professional development.

October
Fall Harvest



Curricular Resources

Curriculum 
Matrix
Searchable database 
of over 400 
standards-based, 
agriculture themed 
lessons and activities



Student Engagement

AgMag Virtual
Field Trips

Farm
Camp



AgMag



AgMag



Virtual Field Trips

● Targeted K-5th grade students and 
30-minutes in length

● 5 Virtual Field Trips
● 10,352 Total Students Impacted 

(duplicated)
● 478 Classrooms Impacted



What is Farm Camp?
3 Part Immersive Agricultural Experience

“Our AgHost taught us more than 
we could have learned from any 
textbook.”

- Kelliher Science Teacher



Farm Camp Minnesota

● Increasing Ag Literacy for 5th-12th 
Grade Students.

● FarmCampMinnesota.org
● A great year with fantastic feedback

Current Year 
2023-2024 Impact

876 Students

46 Classrooms

35 Educators

38 AgHosts

"Thank you for a 
WONDERFUL day!! Your 
presenters were terrific, 
kept the kids engaged 
and excited about the 

future! Thanks for all of 
your hard work on this 

fantastic event!" - 

Educators, 
Westbrook-Walnut Grove 

Schools

Anticipated
 2024-2025 Impact

1,250 Students



Food for Thought

Designed to engage K-12 students and 
inspire interest in the geography of 
Minnesota agriculture

● 18 K-12 lessons
● 42 static maps
● Interactive online map layers



2023-2024
IMPACT 
REPORT

Over 149,534+ Students and 88% 
of Minnesota’s Public School 

Districts Impacted.

MAITC Resources are being used 
in all 87 counties!



Experiences with Impact!



Our Impact Amplified

Outreach Organizations Who 
Utilize MAITC Resources
● Farmamerica
● Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota
● Farmers Union Summer Camps
● Twin Cities Road Crew
● NRCS
● FFA Chapters
● 4-H Youth Development
● MN Farm Bureau
● MN Cattlewomen
● MN Beef Ambassadors 
● Public Libraries
● Career Fairs



Coming to 
Minnesota

in
June of
2025…

The National 
Agriculture

in the Classroom 
Conference!



THANK YOU!



Minnesota Agriculture in the 
Classroom, Inc. Foundation
Ann Marie Ward,
Executive Director
PO Box 553
Luverne, MN 56156-0553

maitcfoundation.org
mn.agclassroom.org
mnagmag.org
farmcampminnesota.org

annmarie@maitc.org

218-556-1436



Tom Walsh

FOCUS AREAS 2024-2025

● Sustainability & Growth - Programming & Impact
● Career Videos & Lesson Expansion 
● Educator Driven Advisory Team Expansion
● Monthly Focus Areas & Prof Development
● Enhance reporting: Salesforce - capture detailed statistics
● Increase partnerships with Investors
● Charities Review Council - Goal FY25





Minnesota Agriculture
in the Classroom

HANDS-ON LEARNING



We work towards achieving 
our mission through 
connecting with Minnesota
● K-12 Students
● Educators
○ PreService
○ InService

Student & Educator Audiences



Resource Specialists
Emily Ponwith Southern MN

Jessica Blosberg Metro 

Sarah Kuschel Northern MN

● Build relationships with educators in region 
to promote agriculture literacy in K-12 
classrooms.

● Support educators in implementation of 
MAITC resources in their classrooms. 



● AgMags
● Virtual Field Trips
● Journey 2050
● Farm Camp

Student Experiences: K-12th Graders



Increasing Ag Literacy for 
5th-12th Grade Students

www.farmcampminnesota.org



CAREER FOCUS

Career Focus
● AgHost Connections to Careers
● Highlight Careers that Support the Farm
● Career Lessons Spark Curiosity



Docuseries Partnership
Agriculture Career Videos



Student 
Engagement

AgHost
Preparation

Educator
Investment

Farm Camp Successes


