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USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  
South Dakota State Technical Committee Meeting 

May 14, 2025 | 10 a.m. Central Time 
Federal Building, Room 300, 4th Street SW, Huron, SD

Join the STC meeting via Microsoft Teams on your computer, mobile app or room device: 
Join the meeting now Meeting ID: 280 369 721 006 Passcode: c3Ms6wE7 

Dial-in by phone +1 202-650-0123,,47696061# Phone conference ID: 476 960 61#   

AGENDA 

1. Welcome - Colette Kessler, Assistant State Conservationist for Partnerships

2. Opening Remarks - Tony Sunseri, State Conservationist

3. Congressional Delegates Updates

4. Updates of the USDA Serving South Dakota
• Farm Service Agency (FSA) – Ryan Vanden Berge, Deputy State Executive Director, Huron
• Risk Management Agency (RMA) - Jeremy Not Afraid, Senior Risk Management Specialist, Billings, MT
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) - Tony Sunseri, State Conservationist, Huron

5. Update of SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources – Bill Smith, Director, Division of
Resource Conservation and Forestry

6. NRCS SD Engineering Update - James Reedy, State Conservation Engineer, NRCS
• USDA NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program
• NRCS SD Engineering assistance helping landowners
• Discussion: Conservation Practice Standard 634 – Waste Transfer, within the context of

providing assistance to move liquid waste from storage to field.

7. Ecological Sciences Update, Conservation Planning and Conservation Practices Update -
Jessica Michalski, State Resource Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service

• News: Early May Forage Production Update and Prediction
• South Dakota Technical Guide Updates and SD NRCS Ecological Sciences Tools

8. Workload Update for Wetland Determinations and Highly Erodible Land -
Deke Hobbick, Assistant State Conservationist for Compliance, NRCS

9. Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation Program of the Farm Bill Update - Owen Fagerhaug,
Agricultural Program Specialist, Farm Service Agency

• Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NjJiNjYwYzAtYjEyMC00MWYyLThjODItZmMxZTBjODhiODI2%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522078d5b84-0fff-40e5-bb5b-186a96103539%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Ccolette.kessler%40usda.gov%7Cdfacc0482b6248f1860f08dc76976a87%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638515639909830576%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZNwzil10%2FdD26YVF6AT8N1jsTsEE9%2B5inf7krDFLJJE%3D&reserved=0


 
10. NRCS Conservation Programs of the Farm Bill Updates - Val Dupraz, Assistant State Conservationist for 

Programs, NRCS  
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)  
• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)  
• Agricultural Conservation Easements Program (ACEP)  
• Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)  

 
11. Partnerships and USDA NRCS Agreements Update - Colette Kessler, Assistant State Conservationist 

Partnerships,  
 

12. General Discussion, Questions, Round Robin of Conservation Partners Updates:  
•   
•    
•  

 

The next hybrid STAC meeting will be held Wednesday, September 10, 2025. Location TBD. 

 
Additional information 
 
USDA NRCS South Dakota Staffing and Personnel Updates  
-> NRCS South Dakota Web Page: The Personnel Directory can be found under Contact Us   
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/state-office-contacts/south-dakota-state-office 
 
Subscribe to updates for the USDA NRCS SD State Technical Committee, please visit www.farmers.gov, then 
scroll down to “Subscribe to Updates”– follow the menus to find “State Technical Committee” in the topic list. 
Also, please take the opportunity to consider other topics and geographic locations down to the county level.  
 
Find archived individual STC Meeting information at the USDA NRCS SD web page for 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/events/south-dakota-state-technical-committee-meeting (Shortened URL: 
https://bit.ly/StateTechnicalCommittee). Please use this link to find the State Technical Committee meetings 
recordings on NRCS SD YouTube Channel Playlist 
 
The meeting notifications of the regularly scheduled State Technical Committee (STC) are also distributed via a 
shared mailbox: sm.fpac.nrcs.sd.partnerships@usda.gov.  Notifications via U.S. Postal Service may be requested 
by contacting the NRCS State Office Randi Papka randi.papka@usda.gov or calling (605) 352-1200. 
 
 USDA is an equal opportunity employer, provider, and lender 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/state-office-contacts/south-dakota-state-office
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/events/south-dakota-state-technical-committee-meeting
https://bit.ly/StateTechnicalCommittee
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLg6Jx7lcOmB2d18_axLky-BmzLsplytBI
mailto:sm.fpac.nrcs.sd.partnerships@usda.gov














 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release          Contact 

May 6, 2025         Shala Larson, Public Affairs Officer  

         605-461-0532 / Shala.Larson@usda.gov 

Early May Forage Production Update and Prediction  

Huron, SD, May 6, 2025—South Dakota (SD) grasslands continue to face dry conditions as illustrated in the mid-

April SD Grassland Productivity Map on the (SD) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) website 

under Range and Pasture. Product of the SD Drought Tool, these maps utilize a two-year weighted average of 

precipitation data to determine a percent of normal production calculation incorporating historical clipping data 

from across the state. Forage maps relate to grassland forage production and not cropland as the maps will not 

predict forage quality.   

State Rangeland Specialist, Emily Rohrer, shares expertise stating, “As we enter into May, consider various 

strategies to reduce stress not only to grassland plants, but the livestock and wildlife by scheduling adequate rest 

periods to allow plants to recover after grazing events. Consider speeding up your rotation, combining herds, or 

utilizing alternative forages (make sure to test forages prior to turnout for nitrate accumulation)."   

There are several upcoming opportunities to learn more about the strategies you can take to improve grazing 

quality on your operation – even during a dry period. Consider attending the Young Adult Ranching for Profit 

Workshop to be held in Faith, SD, June 2-5 (ages 18-30), SD Rangeland and Soils Days in Belle Fourche, SD, June 

10-11 (ages 8-18), or one of the three SD Grassland Coalition’s Grazing Schools, the first event is in Wall, SD, June 

17-19. For additional recommendations, visit with a local NRCS conservationist, South Dakota State University 

extension specialist, or consider asking a mentor through the SD Soil Health Coalition’s mentoring app: Growing 

Connections or seek out the SD Grassland Coalition’s mentoring network.  

The following resources are also available: 

SD NRCS Range and Drought page: bit.ly/Range_Pasture 

South Dakota Grassland Coalition Drought Planning website: sddroughtplan.org/ 

National Drought Mitigation Center: drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx   
National Integrated Drought Information System: drought.gov/ 

U.S. Drought Monitor: droughtmonitor.unl.edu 

South Dakota State University Extension Drought Resources: extension.sdstate.edu/drought 

SD Growing Resilience Web page: www.growingresiliencesd.com 

SD Grazing Exchange: www.sdgrazingexchange.com/  

 

### 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-by-state/south-dakota/range-pasture?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://sdgrass.org/young-adult-ranching-for-profit-workshop/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://sdgrass.org/young-adult-ranching-for-profit-workshop/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/rangeland-and-soil-days?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://sdgrass.org/grazing-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.growingconnectionsapp.com/
https://www.growingconnectionsapp.com/
https://sdgrass.org/mentoring-network/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-by-state/south-dakota/range-pasture?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://sddroughtplan.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx
https://www.drought.gov/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://extension.sdstate.edu/drought
https://www.growingresiliencesd.com/
https://sdgrazingexchange.com/


Visit farmers.gov, scroll to the bottom of the page, select subscribe, and fill out your information. When choosing 

topics, make sure to select “State NRCS Grassland Drought Condition Status” to receive these updates.  
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Values and locations given are the best available data as of 04/05/2025. Created by: Anne Dunckel GIS Specialist 05/08/2025 


































