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  PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET  

Report Title:  An Archaeological Resource Assessment for the Corn Creek Watershed Plan-EA, Kanosh, Millard County, 
Utah 

State Report No.: U23HY0520 

Project Description: The Town of Kanosh, in conjunction with the Corn Creek Irrigation Company (the 
CCIC) and the Kanosh Band of Paiute Indians (Kanosh Band), proposes to address flooding and improve 
agricultural water management within the Corn Creek Watershed of south-central Utah. The Preferred 
Alternative  proposes installing new flood control features, improving existing flood control systems, 
replacing inadequate and failing water conveyance pipes, and piping open canal systems to reduce water loss 
from seepage and evaporation, among other things. Part of the funding for the projects would come from the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) under the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act 
of 1954 (P.L. 83-566).  Issuance of such federal funding by the NRCS invokes the National Historic 
Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR §800 for the consideration of historic properties 
in project planning and execution. Franson Civil Engineers, under contract to the project sponsors, is 
assisting in the design and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) evaluation for the project. Franson 
subcontracted to Certus Environmental Solutions (Certus) to assist in conducting a cultural resource 
assessment for the projects to be used by the NRCS in compliance with 36 CFR §800. The results of the 
assessment by Certus are presented herein.  

Survey Area and Area of Potential Effects:  The NRCS, as the lead agency for the purpose of 36 CFR 
§800, has defined the area of potential effects (APE) for the flood protection and water projects as that area 
encompassing all locations of anticipated ground disturbance for the Preferred Alternative as well as all lands 
that could be affected by flood waters under the No Action alternative and via a breach of the dam under the 
Preferred Alternative. The cultural resource survey area—i.e., the area subjected to field inspection—consists 
of a series of linear corridors and polygons within which watershed improvement projects and construction 
staging would occur under the Preferred Alternative. The linear corridors range from 15 to 30 meters (50 to 
100 feet) wide depending on the nature of the proposed improvements. In total, the survey area encompassed 
approximately 400 acres. The remainder of the APE outside of these areas were not subject to field 
inspections but were reviewed through archival research.  

Agencies: Natural Resources Conservation Service; Town of Kanosh; Corn Creek Irrigation Company; 
Kanosh Band of Paiute Indians  

Location: Kanosh, Millard County, Utah 
 T. 22S, R. 5W, Sec.31 & 32;  
 T. 23S, R. 5W, Sec. 4–8, 10, 15–22, and 27–29  

Land Ownership:  Private, Municipal, Tribal, State (Division of Wildlife Resources) 

Date(s) of Fieldwork:  August 16-19, 2023; September 19, 2023 

Methods:  Intensive-level and reconnaissance-level archaeological survey; no buildings will be impacted, even 
if in the survey area  

Acres Surveyed:  400 acres (375.4 intensive & 24.6 reconnaissance)   

Cultural Resource Sites in Survey Area:  16 (42MD2016, 42MD2017, 42MD4696 – 42MD4708, 
42MD4713) 

Resources Recommended Eligible for the NRHP:   7 (42MD2017, 42MD4703–42MD4708)  
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PPROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Town of Kanosh, in conjunction with the Corn Creek Irrigation Company (the CCIC) and the 
Kanosh Band of Paiute Indians (Kanosh Band), proposes to address flooding and improve agricultural 
water management within the Corn Creek Watershed of south-central Utah (see Figure 1 for general 
location). The project may entail installing new flood control features, improving existing flood control 
systems, replacing inadequate and failing water conveyance pipes, and piping open canal systems to 
reduce water loss from seepage and evaporation, among other things. The Preferred Alternative from 
studies conducted for the project would include the following: 

 Reconstruction of the Corn Creek Dam and Debris Basin: extension of the dam’s length 
and height; addition of a second spillway and auxiliary spillway;  

 Flood Routing and Channel Improvements: existing CCIC ditch system maintained to serve 
in flood control with modifications to route water away from the Kanosh townsite and into 
lands to the north and northeast; some existing ditch segments would be piped; modifying water 
control structures on existing ditches; construction of a new concrete ditch segment between 
Main Street and 200 West; replacing select existing culverts; and other minor modifications to 
some existing ditch channels; 

 Installation of Berms: construct a 2,200-foot long earthen berm around the project area for 
flood control on I-15; construct a series of smaller earthen berms to divert water around private 
property and into the Hatton Ditch; 

 Road Improvements: raise approximately 800 feet of an existing dirt road to prevent 
overtopping during flood events; 

 Gravity Flow Irrigation Pipeline and Related Infrastructure: construct a gravity flow pipe 
irrigation system to convey most of the available irrigation water—mostly adjacent to existing 
ditches, which would, as noted above, be retained to help carry and direct flood waters. 

 Secondary Water System Regulating Pond and Related Infrastructure: construct a new 
regulating pond upstream from the reconstructed Corn Creek Dam and east of the existing 
debris basin; install new pipe downstream of the debris basin to connect the new pond to the 
existing Kanosh secondary water system; construct a new splitting structure to split water 
between the Kanosh townsite and the Kanosh Band; and install a new pipeline system with 
connections to each home on the Kanosh Band Reservation.  

Part of the funding for the projects would come from the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) under the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act. Issuance of such federal funding by 
the NRCS invokes the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR 
§800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and execution.  

Franson Civil Engineers, under contract to the project sponsors, is assisting in the design and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) evaluation for the projects. Franson subcontracted to Certus 
Environmental Solutions (Certus) to assist in conducting a cultural resource assessment for the projects 
to be used by the NRCS in compliance with 36 CFR §800. The results of the assessment by Certus are 
presented herein.  
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Figure 1. General location of the Corn Creek Watershed Plan-EA Project Area
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Fieldwork, which was carried out by the author August 16–19 and September 19, 2023, consisted of a 
combination intensive-level and reconnaissance-level survey for archaeological resources. 
Reconnaissance-level methods were employed only in two areas of the project where access or other 
field conditions posed safety hazards. Because no buildings or structures, beyond those directly 
associated with the canals or culverts that are the subject of the undertaking, would be altered, 
demolished, moved, or otherwise directly impacted by the project, such resources were not inventoried, 
even if they were located inside the survey area boundary. Cultural resource survey work was carried out 
under Utah State Antiquities Project No. U23HY0520 and Utah Public Lands Policy Coordination 
Office (PLPCO) Principal Investigator Permit No. 176. 

PPERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS 

Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal Investigator for Certus under State of Utah PLPCO Permit No. 176, 
conducted fieldwork for the project. Ms. Ellis meets all standards for professional qualifications for both 
archaeology and architectural history and for both prehistoric and historic period resources. Ms. Ellis 
holds an M.S. in American Studies (a multi-disciplinary degree that includes archaeology and history). 
Ms. Ellis has more than 32 years of professional experience in cultural resource assessments in Utah and 
the western United States.  

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AREA AND AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS 

The cultural resource survey area and as determined by the NRCS consists of a series of linear corridors 
and polygons within which the project components described above for the Preferred Alternative and 
construction staging would occur (see Figures 2 & 3). Since the majority of the improvements would be 
located at-grade or below-grade and would not introduce new visual intrusions, the indirect effects from 
the undertaking are expected to be confined to the survey area as defined here. Additionally, the survey 
area around the Corn Creek Dam includes a buffer of at least 30 meters (100 feet) depending on final 
design to account for the increased visual nature of the dam from its additional height and length.  

The linear corridors of the survey area range from 15 to 30 meters (50 to 100 feet) wide depending on 
the nature of the proposed improvements. Where existing ditches would be altered or where no ditches 
are currently located, the corridor width is generally limited to 15 meters wide. Where new pipelines 
would be installed adjacent to existing ditches, the corridor width was as much as 30 meters wide. In 
total, the survey area encompassed approximately 400 acres.  

The area of potential effects (APE) as defined by the NRCS under 36 CFR §800.4 also includes the areas 
that could be potentially flooded and damaged if no action is taken (i.e., the No Action alternative) as 
well as the area that could be flooded if the dam improvements under the Preferred Alternative breaches 
(see Figure 1). Collectively, this APE contains 17,864 acres. This APE was not included in the survey 
area for the undertaking but was reviewed through archival research.  

Lands within the survey area are mostly owned by private parties and the local municipal government, 
but lands owned by the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (3.4 acres) and the Kanosh Band (8.4 acres) 
also were present in the survey area.  

The survey area is located in Township 22 South, Range 5 West, Sections 31 and 32 and Township 23 
South, Range 5 West, Sections 4–8, 10, 15–22, and 27–29 of the Salt Lake Base and Meridian. This area 
can be found on USGS 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle Kanosh, Utah (see Figures 2 & 3).  



      Corn Creek Watershed Plan-EA 
U23HY0520 

Page | A-4  
 

 
Figure 2. Location of survey area; Map 1 of 2 
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Figure 3. Location of survey area; Map 2 of 2
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PPROJECT SETTING 

The project area is located in south-central Utah in an area known as the Pahvant Valley. More 
specifically, it is situated in and around the small, rural community of Kanosh and on the adjacent Paiute 
Indian Tribe of Utah Kanosh Reservation (Kanosh Indian Village). Portions of the project area 
encompass Corn Creek—both the natural and channelized sections of the creek—while most others are 
centered on a series of open irrigation ditches or follow subsurface waterlines. It also encompasses the 
existing Corn Creek dam and debris basin. Elevation of the survey area ranges from roughly 4775 to 
5300 feet above sea level.  

Vegetation in the survey area varies by location. Riparian plants are found along the Corn Creek channel 
and several of the open ditch/canal channels while native sagebrush community species are found away 
from these waterways and outside of the developed community. Within Kanosh proper, vegetation large 
comprises introduced agricultural cultigens, ornamental landscaping (e.g., introduced lawns, trees, and 
shurbs), and invasive weeds deriving from past ground disturbance. A small area of juniper is present in 
the extreme southeast portion of the survey area, on a ridge south of Corn Creek.  

Lands outside the core area of Kanosh are lightly developed and primary used for agricultural 
purposes—growing corn, alfalfa, and other crops and grazing livestock. In town, lands are developed 
with typical suburban lots with single-family dwellings and introduced landscaping. Soils across the area 
are light to medium brown silty loam with a moderate content of alkalai. They appear highly erodible.   

FILE SEARCH 

Certus conducted a search of the online site and project files of the Utah State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) on August 10, 2023. The file search encompassed an area extending 1/4 mile in all 
directions from the edge of each survey area. The file search was conducted to: 

a)  identify any areas of the survey area that may not require additional field inventory;  

b) identify any previously documented sites in the survey area that should be considered relative 
to potential project impacts; and  

c)  assess the potential for encountering cultural resources during the field survey for the project 
and obtain information about the types of cultural resources likely to be present.  

Field Survey Area 

SHPO records indicate that 18 prior cultural resource surveys have been undertaken in the vicinity of the 
current survey area. These inventories occurred between 1991 and 2022 with most occurring after 2003. 
Thirteen of the previous surveys intersect the current survey area but did not encompass it in a 
meaningful way. As such, Certus reinventoried all previously surveyed portions of the current survey 
area.   

Nine archaeological sites have been previously documented in the file search area according to Sego map 
records. One of the sites (a historical Forest Service campground) appears to be misplotted and is not 
actually located in the file search area. The remaining eight sites include two historic period resources—a 
concrete pipeline (42MD2016) and an irrigation ditch (42MD2017)—that are partially located in the 
current survey area. See the Findings section of this report for more information about these sites. The 
other six sites include four historical artifact scatters/trash dumps, one historical road, and one 
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prehistoric temporary camp/lithic scatter. All of these sites are located outside the current survey area, 
though one of the historical artifact scatters (42MD2018) is located just barely outside such that any 
expansion of the survey area boundary in that area would extend into the site.  

In addition to the records of the SHPO, Certus reviewed historical General Land Office (GLO) maps 
for the current survey area. Historical GLO maps are available online for the various townships and 
range. Only the map dating to 1879 provides any detailed illustration of lands located within the current 
survey area. This map depicts a ditch, referred to as the Indian Ditch, which may correspond with 
previously reported site 42MD2017. Several drainage channels or ditches (they are unlabeled) also are 
depicted on the map within the plat of Kanosh, as are several roads, buildings, and a telegraph line. No 
evidence of the telegraph line was observed during fieldwork, and most of the roads shown in the GLO 
map have been replaced by modern versions thereof.  

NNo Action/Dam Breach Area of Potential Effects 

In addition to reviewing project, site, and structures files for the field survey area, Certus reviewed site 
and structures records held by the Utah SHPO for the broader APE. County Recorder records were also 
reviewed to identify all primary buildings in the APE that date to the historic period (i.e., created during 
or before 1974). These properties could be affected by flooding under the No Action alternative. This 
search indicates that 12 archaeological sites are known to be present in the APE, excluding those newly 
located in the survey area and reported in the Findings section of this report. The 13 previously 
reported sites are as follows (see also Figure 4 in Appendix A for locations): 

 42MD461: Prehistoric Rock Art (Undetermined)  42MD2019: Lithic Scatter (Ineligible) 
 42MD996: Multi-component (Eligible)  42MD3624: Historic Artifact Scatter (Ineligible) 
 42MD997: Prehistoric Camp (Eligible)  42MD3625: Historic Artifact Scatter (Ineligible) 
 42MD1548: Lithic Scatter (Ineligible)  42MD3629: Historic Artifact Scatter (Ineligible) 
 42MD1601: Lithic Scatter (Ineligible)  42MD3630: Historic Artifact Scatter (Ineligible) 
 42MD2016: Historic Pipeline (Ineligible)  42MD3631: Historic Artifact Scatter (Ineligible) 

Beyond the 12 previously reported archaeological sites, 162 primary buildings dating to the historic 
period were identified in the APE through both Utah SHPO and County Recorder records. See 
Appendix A for a list of these properties and figures (Figures 4 & 5) showing their locations). 
Additional historical outbuildings are likely present in the area but are not enumerated here due to lack 
of information about their specific ages. Of the162 known historical buildings, only 7 have evaluated 
previously for their National Register eligibility. These properties are as follows: 

 ~4675 W Hatton Ln (Eligible)   60 N Main St (Eligible) 
 ~4750 W Hatton Ln (Eligible)  35 W Center St (Eligible) 
 4909 W Hatton Ln (Eligible)  60/70 W Center St (Eligible) 
 10 N Main St (Listed on NRHP)  

FIELD METHODS 

Certus applied a combination of intensive-level and reconnaissance-level archaeological survey methods 
accepted by the Utah State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and other agencies in Utah to identify 
cultural resources that could be affected by the undertaking. Intensive-level methods were employed 
across the vast majority of the study and consisted of Sheri Murray Ellis of Certus inventorying the  area 
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by walking multiple transects spaced no more than 15 meters (50 feet) apart. Where reconnaissance-level 
methods were applied (see Figures 2 and 3 for location), survey transects were more widely spaced and 
more irregular. These reconnaissance methods were only employed it two areas of the survey corridor 
where field safety hazards exceeded acceptable thresholds to continue regular intensive-level methods.  

Navigation within the survey areas was accomplished using a handheld GPS unit capable of sub-meter 
accuracy, air photos, and physical landmarks. A cutoff age of 50 years using 2023 as the base year (i.e., 
created during or before 1973) was used to identify resources requiring documentation and evaluation 
under 36 CFR §800. 

Because no buildings or structures unrelated to the canals that are one of the subjects of the project will 
be physical altered, moved, demolished, or otherwise directly impacted by the proposed undertaking, 
historical resources of this type were not documented as part of the survey reported herein.  

RRESOURCE EVALUATION METHODS 

Certus employed regulatory standard methods for evaluating the historical significance of cultural 
resources encountered during the field inventory. To that end, Certus evaluated all identified cultural 
resources for their eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (the National 
Register). The evaluation considered the four criteria of the National Register as listed in 36 CFR §60.4 
and followed the guidelines issued by the National Park Service (NPS) in Bulletin 15, How to Apply the 
National Register Criteria for Evaluation (NPS). The National Register criteria state that a resource may be 
considered eligible for listing on the Register if it:  

Criterion A –  is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; OR 

Criterion B –  is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; OR 
Criterion C –  embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction; OR 

Criterion D –  has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Resources considered potentially eligible for the National Register pursuant to one of the above criteria 
are also to be assessed for integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. To be eligible for listing on the National Register, the resource must possess integrity of 
those elements directly related to the criterion or criteria under which it would be determined eligible.  

FINDINGS FOR THE SURVEY AREA 

Certus identified two isolated occurrences and 16 archaeological sites in the survey area for the Corn 
Creek Watershed Plan-EA (see Table 1). The isolate’s and sites include both prehistoric and historic 
period resources. Historic period sites are the most numerous and are mostly represented by canals and 
other historical water control features. Descriptions of the isolates and sites are provided below along 
with discussions of their eligibility for the National Register. Their locations are shown in Figures 6 & 7. 
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REDACTED ACCORDING TO FEDERAL LAW 
 

 Figure 6. Survey results; Map 1 of 2 
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REDACTED ACCORDING TO FEDERAL LAW 
 

Figure 7. Survey results; Map 2 of 2
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RResources Noted but Not Documented 

In conducting the cultural resource survey for this undertaking, Certus observed two types of resource 
conditions that were not formally documented as sites or isolated occurrences. Specifically, two sections 
of the survey area displayed what can best be described as lithic landscape conditions wherein lithic 
debitage, absent any tools or features, were broadly and very diffusely scattered across the landscape. 
These areas occurred on the ridge south of Corn Creek and along the Corn Creek Flood Channel (see 
Figure 5). Where artifacts were sufficiently interpretable as a site, Certus documented them as such. 
Where the debitage, which was non-diagnostic, lacked such interpretability and a boundary could not 
realistically be drawn around the artifacts to define a specific use area, Certus did not report the 
materials. 

The second resource type not documented as part of the fieldwork were buildings and structures not 
related to the water management and distribution features such as canals, the debris basin, etc. but 
located within the survey area. No such buildings or structures are identified for demolition or alteration 
as part of the current undertaking, and piping small ditches adjacent to them does not have the potential 
to adversely affect them.  

Isolated Occurrences 

Two isolated occurrences were observed in the APE during fieldwork. These include four pieces of 
white chert debitage (IO-01) located north of the Corn Creek Dam and a piece of apparently abandoned 
historical farm equipment (IO-02) located in a fallow field east of Kanosh. The white chert debitage 
dates to the general prehistoric period and is temporally non-diagnostic. The farm equipment appears to 
be the remains of a tractor-drawn disc harrow likely dating to the 1930s or 1940s.  

Certus recommends both of the isolated occurrences ineligible for the National Register under all 
criteria. They do not appear to be associated with any specific prehistoric or historic period events of 
importance or with any identifiable persons of prehistoric or historic significance. They also do not 
represent a type, style, manner of construction, work of a master, or resource of high artistic value and 
do not appear to be associated with established cultural resource districts or landscapes to which they 
may contribute. Lastly, they have not yielded information important to improving our understanding of 
the past and do not appear to have the potential to do so with additional on-site investigation.  

Archaeological Sites 

Certus identified 16 archaeological sites in the survey area for the Corn Creek Watershed Plan-EA (see 
Table 1). The sites include both prehistoric and historic period resources, though historic period sites 
are the most numerous and are mostly represented by canals and other historical water control features. 
Descriptions of the sites are provided below along with discussions of their eligibility for the National 
Register. Their locations are shown in Figures 6 & 7. 
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Table 1. Sites documented in the survey area 

Site Number Description 
42MD2016 Historical concrete water pipeline 
42MD2017 Historical ditch (the Indian Ditch) 
42MD4696 Corn Creek Dam & Debris Basin 
42MD4697 Prehistoric temporary camp 
42MD4698 Prehistoric temporary camp 
42MD4699 Prehistoric temporary camp 
42MD4700 Prehistoric temporary camp 
42MD4701 Historical structure/pump house 
42MD4702 Prehistoric rock art on a relocated boulder 
42MD4703 South & West Field Ditches system 
42MD4704 Middle Ditch system 
42MD4705 East Field Ditch system 
42MD4706 Hatton Ditch system 
42MD4707 East Middle Hatton Ditch system 
42MD4708 West Ditch system 
42MD4713 Kanosh City Ditch 

 

SSite 42MD2016—Concrete Water Pipeline 

Site 42MD2016 is a historical concrete water pipeline located east of Kanosh and between Corn Creek 
and the Paiute Indian Village. The site was first documented in 2005 by the NRCS and does not appear 
to have had an update to its site record since. The NRCS described the site as follows: 

The site consists of a buried concrete pipe running from an earthen dam/flood structure 
on the south to a rock lined ditch on the north. This concrete [pipe] links to the rock 
lined ditch and are clearly associated. The orientation of the site is followed by linking a 
series of upright concrete cylinders/pipes. These cylinders range from 4 to ten feet high. 
There are a total of five of these structures more or less equally spaced (approximately 
400 meters apart) along the site’s length. The upright concrete cylinders are likely vents 
or some type of outtake structure. Of the two cylinders that were able to be viewed 
inside, one was partially full of rocks. These cylinders were approximately 12 inches in 
diameter. The actual pipeline is completely buried for most of its length and measures 
approximately 12 inches in diameter. One section appears breached by flooding. Other 
sections, near the middle of the site, are exposed and partially breached, also due to 
flooding, but are still intact. The pipeline runs north for half its length, then after 
approximately one mile it turns slightly to 15 degrees east. The concrete transitional 
structure between this site and site 42MD2017 [(the rock lined ditch)] bears the imprint 
1943 and was likely the year of construction. (Leeflang 2005a) 

Certus revisited the portion of this site in and near the current project area to the extent that private 
property access had been granted. The site appeared to be in the same condition as it was described in 
2005 by the NRCS. As a matter of interpretation, the “cylinders” referred to in the 2005 site form may 
well be standpipes used to increase pressure along the pipeline and ensure consistent water flow along 
the length of it.  
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Very little information could be located about this pipeline. It does appear likely that the line was 
constructed in 1943. It appears to have replaced an open ditch that connected to the rock lined ditch 
(42MD2017) noted in the 2005 site description. That ditch may be the one depicted on an 1879 GLO 
map, which shows a ditch labeled “Indian Ditch” extending from Corn Creek to the Paiute Indian 
Village. Given the erodible nature of soils in the area of said ditch’s alignment, sediment deposition 
would have been a challenge in keeping the open ditch flowing. The pipeline would have reliably carried 
the water to the open ditch segment still left in the village and allowed for irrigation in that area.  

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 42MD2016 

Site 42MD2016 was determined ineligible as a result of its documentation and evaluation in 
2005 (Leeflang 2005a). The basis of this determination was a lack of association with any notable 
historical events or persons, a lack of engineering and construction merit with accompanying 
decreases in integrity do to erosion/breaching, and a lack of potential to yield information 
important to improving our understanding of the past. Certus agrees with this existing 
determination and adds that while the pipeline appears to have been associated with irrigation or 
other non-culinary water distribution to the Paiute Indian Village and was part of a larger 
irrigation water project that started at least as early as the 1870s for Tribal land, the pipeline was 
both a much later addition/change to that system and appears to have been relatively short-lived 
due to damage from erosion.  

SSite 42MD2017—Indian Ditch 

Site 42MD2017 is a historical irrigation ditch located on and south of the Paiute Indian Village 
(reservation) east of Kanosh in the Pahvant Valley. The site was first documented by the NRCS in 2005, 
and its record does not appear to have been updated since. In 2005, the NRCS described the site as 
follows: 

The site is a historic rock lined ditch that once provided water to the residents of the 
Kanosh Indian Reservation. The ditch runs generally south from the reservation 
townsite, for approximately 1.2 miles. On the south end of the site the ditch meets site 
42MD2016, a buried concrete pipe, and ends (sic). These two sites are clearly associated 
and joined by a cement transitional structure. 42MD2016 fed this site with water. 
42MD2017 likely originally continued south prior to the construction of 42MD2016 but 
there is no evidence and it was possibly destroyed by the construction of 42MD2016. 
Both sites are now inactive and 42MD2017 is largely in-filled with sediment. This ditch 
is rock lined for much of its length and is visible and easily followed for most of its 
length. Near its northern end, sections of the ditch become less visible. The rock lining 
of the ditch is visible as two rock alignments for much of its length. Some areas show 
only a shallow linear depression and the absence of rock lining. Most of the rock lining 
appears to be mortared together. The ditch was likely lined with mortar for its entire 
length originally. The ditch ranges from 20 centimeters to 100 centimeters wide but is 
generally 40 centimeters wide. It is approximately 30 centimeters deep based on the 
overall ditch shape. (Leeflang 2005b) 

Certus revisited the portion of this site in and near the current project area to the extent that private 
property access had been granted. The site appeared to be in the same condition as it was described in 
2005 by the NRCS, at least for the northern section on Tribal land. The ditch segment observed by 
Certus was almost entirely buried and exhibited no evidence of rock lining. Rather, it appeared as a 
shallow concrete-lined channel averaging 1 meter wide and less than 50 centimeters deep. The channel 



      Corn Creek Watershed Plan-EA 
U23HY0520 

Page | A-14  
 

had a widely flared cross-section with a narrow floor. As part of updating the site record to current 
standards, Certus also documented a pond or impoundment basin located at the north end of the ditch. 
This impoundment appears to have been by the ditch and allowed for the storage of a small amount of 
water for reservation uses. The impoundment is roughly oval in shape and measures approximately 90 
meters long by 25 meters wide by 2 meters deep. A tall screw-lift turnout is located on the west side of 
the pond to allow water to flow out of the impoundment and into the occupied townsite. It is unclear 
when this pond/impoundment was constructed. It does not appear on the 1879 GLO map of the area 
but is visible in aerial imagery dating to the 1950s.   

The specific date of construction for the ditch remains somewhat unclear. The 1879 GLO map for the 
area depicts a ditch labeled as the “Indian Ditch” extending from Corn Creek to the Tribal lands and 
entering said lands in the approximate location of the ditch reported here. It is unlikely the concrete 
lining observed by Certus on the northern part of the ditch dates to this period and was likely a later 
addition to the ditch to help reduce water loss from seepage. The ditch was replaced by a bypass pipeline 
designed in 2004.   

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 42MD2017 

Site 42MD2017 was determined eligible for the National Register under Criterion A as a result 
of its documentation and evaluation in 2005 (Leeflang 2005b). The basis of this determination 
was the apparent association of the ditch with the development of irrigation practices on the 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah’s Kanosh reservation. Certus agrees with this determination and 
finds that the ditch segment discussed here, despite being largely buried, retains sufficient 
integrity of location, materials, workmanship, design, setting, feeling, and association to reflect its 
association with historical irrigation on the reservation lands.   

SSite 42MD4696—Corn Creek Dam & Debris Basin 

Site 42MD4696 is the Corn Creek Dam & Debris Basin located on Corn Creek south of Kanosh in the 
Pahvant Valley. The site encompasses a large area of approximately 50,621 square meters and includes 
the main dam/berm and spillway as well as a series of berms northwest of the dam. The site is located 
along Corn Creek at the base of a ridge. The main earthen berm (i.e., the dam) stands approximately 45 
feet tall and is approximately 1900 feet long. This berm is up to 115 feet wide at the base (toe-to-toe) and 
approximately 15 feet wide at the top. It has an L-shaped footprint. The spillway is located near the 
southwest end of the dam. It is constructed of cast-in-place concrete. This spillway structure was either 
built in 1985 or substantially rebuilt in 1985 due to damage from an extreme flood event. The 
reconstructed dam appears to follow the same footprint as the original historical structure. 

The dam creates a large impoundment behind it that serves as a debris basin to prevent flooding in the 
nearby community. It does not appear that much in the way of dredging was conducted to create a 
specific basin. Rather, the natural terrain served as the basin. That said, it appears that in relatively recent 
years, the basin area has been used as a dumping ground for debris and that rocks and gravels have been 
mined and sorted in the area as large piles of sorted material are present throughout the basin area. A 
small raised pond area is located on the northwest side of and abutting the dam. This pond appears to 
have been constructed during or after the repair/reconstruction efforts in 1985 as it is not visible in 
earlier aerial images.  

The earthen berms northwest of the dam create a roughly U-shaped impoundment between the dam and 
the berms. Thee berms stand roughly 15 feet tall and measure as much as 40 feet wide across their bases. 
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There are three segments to the berms, which are separated from each other by two small gaps—one to 
allow for the passage of the East Middle Hatton Ditch and one of indeterminate purpose.  

The original date of construction of the dam and basin could not be determined from archival records. 
Such records available online only list the 1985 reconstruction date for the spillway. The features are not 
present on the 1879 GLO map of the area, but they are clearly visible in a 1958 aerial image and appear 
to have been there for some period of time—there is no evidence of recent ground disturbance in the 
images, and vegetation appears to have regrown in the previously disturbed areas. These aerial images 
also show that the Corn Creek channel shifted its location in response to the presence of the structures 
and placement of piles of rock and soil in the basin area. It is possible that the original dam/berm here 
was constructed during the 1920s amidst a statewide effort to address flooding. Specifically, in 1922 the 
U.S. Bureau of Agricultural Engineering teamed up with the Utah Experiment Station, the Utah 
Extension Service, and local irrigation companies to build flood control berms and basins at several 
locations in Utah. These locations included Salt Creek near Nephi, Chalk Creek near Fillmore, Shoal 
Creek near Enterprise, and Corn Creek near Kanosh (Honker 1999: 35). While it remains unclear if the 
dam and basin discussed here represent the same feature constructed during the 1920s, it is likely the 
current facilities at least built upon the earlier earthworks and flood control efforts.  

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4696 

Certus recommends site 42MD4696 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, and association 
but generally lacks integrity of design, workmanship, setting, and feeling due to the changes 
made it 1985. At present, the site appears as a modern flood management feature. 

This site is associated with flood prevention for the community of Kanosh. This topic is a 
significant one in the general area due to the long history of damaging floods that challenged 
original settlement and expansion of the community. The dam and debris basin would have been 
the most substantial large-scale effort at flood control in the area and would have been a 
significant feature of those efforts; however, the reconstruction in 1985 substantially altered the 
feeling of the site and added additional features not previously present. Given these conditions, 
Certus recommends that the site lacks sufficient integrity to convey its historic period association 
and would be ineligible for the National Register under Criterion A.  

Although no specific information about the parties associated with the site was found, the 
construction was likely carried out with government involvement simply due to the magnitude of 
the effort. That is, it is not associated with any specific individuals who are important in history 
but associated with a larger communal body or government agency. As such, the site would be 
ineligible for the National Register under Criterion B. 

This site, while a notable engineering feature, lacks integrity of historical design and 
workmanship due to the reconstruction in 1985. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the 
National Register under Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 
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SSite 42MD4697—Prehistoric Temporary Camp 

Site 42MD4697 is a prehistoric camp represented by a small, diffuse scatter of lithic debitage. The site is 
located on the north-facing gentle slope of a ridge above Corn Creek. The landscape is characterized by a 
sparse juniper woodland and light to medium brown silty loam with a mat of subangular surface gravels. 
The site measures approximately 130 meters long by 25 meters wide and encompasses an area of 2,270 
square meters. No features were observed. 

The artifact assemblage is estimated to include between 50 and 75 artifacts, the majority of which are 
obsidian secondary and tertiary flakes. A few flakes of grey chert, one grey quartzite core, and one biface 
fragment also were observed. Neither the core nor the biface fragment is temporally diagnostic. The site 
location may be the result of stormwater washing artifacts down slope from higher up on the ridge. The 
ridge top appears as a lithic landscape with a broad and sparse scatter of mostly obsidian debitage that 
lacks sufficient clustering and organization to be defined as a true site. Soils on-site are moderately 
erodible, but there was no specific evidence of sediment accumulation on the site itself.  

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4697 

Certus recommends site 42MD4697 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, 
and association. Design and workmanship do not apply to this site. 

This site is associated with the prehistoric occupation of the Pahvant Valley area. Due to a lack 
of temporally diagnostic artifacts or features, the site cannot yet be attributed to any specific 
period in prehistory. The site lacks internal organization and may be the result of artifact 
accumulation due to stormwater runoff. As such, it is not interpretable in association with any 
specific prehistoric events. Given this, Certus recommends the site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion A.  

No specific information about the parties associated with the site was found in either archival 
sources or at the site itself. As such, the site would be ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion B. 

This site lacks any engineered or constructed features and is not representative of a type, style, or 
manner of construction. It also is not the work of a master, does not possess high artistic value, 
and cannot be tied to an existing larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape.  Therefore, 
it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under Criterion C.  

This site has not yet yielded information important to improving our understanding of the past 
and does not appear to have the potential to yield such information with additional investigation. 
The limited nature of the occupation period coupled with the depositional environment that 
appears to be such that no accumulation of cultural deposits is likely. Obsidian sourcing is 
possible given the presence of obsidian artifacts, but this, too, would be of limited utility given 
the small and homogenous nature of the artifact assemblage. As such, Certus recommends this 
site ineligible for the National Register under Criterion D. 

Site 42MD4698—Prehistoric Temporary Camp 

Site 42MD4698 is a prehistoric camp represented by a small, diffuse scatter of lithic debitage. The site is 
located on the northeast-facing slope of a ridge above Corn Creek. The landscape is characterized by a 
sparse juniper woodland and light to medium brown silty loam with a mat of subangular surface gravels. 
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The site measures approximately 38 meters long by 24 meters wide and encompasses an area of 773 
square meters. No features were observed. 

Certus counted 56 artifacts at the site. The majority of them were obsidian secondary and tertiary flakes. 
A few flakes of chert and one large grey quartzite primary flake also were observed as was a possible 
mottled grey and white chert uniface. The uniface is not temporally diagnostic. The site location may be 
the result of stormwater washing artifacts down slope from higher up on the ridge. There is no particular 
evidence of sediment accumulation at the site itself.  

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4698 

Certus recommends site 42MD4698 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, 
and association. Design and workmanship do not apply to this site. 

This site is associated with the prehistoric occupation of the Pahvant Valley area. Due to a lack 
of temporally diagnostic artifacts or features, the site cannot yet be attributed to any specific 
period in prehistory. The site lacks internal organization and may be the result of artifact 
accumulation due to stormwater runoff. As such, it is not interpretable in association with any 
specific prehistoric events. Given this, Certus recommends the site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion A.  

No specific information about the parties associated with the site was found in either archival 
sources or at the site itself. As such, the site would be ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion B. 

This site lacks any engineered or constructed features and is not representative of a type, style, or 
manner of construction. It also is not the work of a master, does not possess high artistic value, 
and cannot be tied to an existing larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape.  Therefore, 
it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under Criterion C.  

This site has not yet yielded information important to improving our understanding of the past 
and does not appear to have the potential to yield such information with additional investigation. 
The limited nature of the occupation period suggests cultural deposits are unlikely. Obsidian 
sourcing is possible given the presence of obsidian artifacts, but this, too, would be of limited 
utility given the small and homogenous nature of the artifact assemblage. As such, Certus 
recommends this site ineligible for the National Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4699—Prehistoric Temporary Camp 

Site 42MD4699 is a prehistoric camp represented by a diffuse scatter of lithic debitage. The site is 
located on the toeslopes of a ridge above Corn Creek. The landscape is characterized by a sparse juniper 
woodland and light to medium brown silty loam with a mat of subangular surface gravels. The site 
measures approximately 108 meters long by 30 meters wide and encompasses an area of 2,840 square 
meters. The site area has been impacted recently by heavy (tracked) equipment travel and ground surface 
disturbance associated with apparent debris-clearing efforts along the adjacent Corn Creek channel. This 
disturbance is generally limited to the north half of the site and extended several inches below modern 
ground surface.  

Certus estimates between 75 and 100 artifacts were present at the site. The majority of them were 
obsidian secondary and tertiary flakes. A few flakes of white chert, grey chert, and red quartzite also were 
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observed. No tools, features, or artifact concentrations were observed. The site location may be the 
result of stormwater washing artifacts down slope from higher up on the ridge. There is some evidence 
of sediment accumulation at the site, and the artifacts largely appear to have “settled” at the base of the 
adjacent slope.  

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4699 

Certus recommends site 42MD4699 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, 
and association. Design and workmanship do not apply to this site. 

This site is associated with the prehistoric occupation of the Pahvant Valley area. Due to a lack 
of temporally diagnostic artifacts or features, the site cannot yet be attributed to any specific 
period in prehistory. The site lacks internal organization and may be the result of artifact 
accumulation due to stormwater runoff. As such, it is not interpretable in association with any 
specific prehistoric events. Given this, Certus recommends the site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion A.  

No specific information about the parties associated with the site was found in either archival 
sources or at the site itself. As such, the site would be ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion B. 

This site lacks any engineered or constructed features and is not representative of a type, style, or 
manner of construction. It also is not the work of a master, does not possess high artistic value, 
and cannot be tied to an existing larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape.  Therefore, 
it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under Criterion C.  

This site has not yet yielded information important to improving our understanding of the past 
and does not appear to have the potential to yield such information with additional investigation. 
The limited nature of the occupation period suggests cultural deposits are unlikely, and any 
buried artifacts were likely washed into the site from the adjacent ridge or pushed into a 
subsurface context by the heavy equipment travelling over the site. Obsidian sourcing is possible 
given the presence of obsidian artifacts, but this, too, would be of limited utility given the small 
and homogenous nature of the artifact assemblage. As such, Certus recommends this site 
ineligible for the National Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4700—Prehistoric Temporary Camp 

Site 42MD4700 is a large prehistoric camp represented by a diffuse scatter of lithic debitage. The site is 
located on a gentle west-facing slope in the eastern part of the Pahvant Valley. More specifically, it is 
mostly located west of the Corn Creek flood control channel, which was constructed around 1985. The 
landscape is characterized as a sagebrush plain with light to medium brown silty loam having a sparse 
mat of subangular surface gravels. The site measures approximately 632 meters long by 180 meters wide 
and encompasses an area of 55,186 square meters. It exists in an area best described as a lithic landscape. 
In this area, random pieces of obsidian debitage can be found all over with essentially no concentration 
of artifacts that would indicate a specific occupation area or use area. Certus defined the site boundary as 
the area within which the greatest concentration of artifacts was located. The site was impacted by the 
construction of the flood control channel, though the vast majority of artifacts are located east of the 
channel; only a handful of artifacts were found west of the channel.  
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Certus estimates between 100 and 200 artifacts were present at the site. The overwhelming majority 
(estimated at 95% or more) of them were obsidian secondary and tertiary flakes. A few flakes of white 
chert and light tan/white quartzite also were noted. No tools, features, or artifact concentrations that 
could indicate activity loci were observed. The site location may be the result of stormwater washing 
artifacts down slope from higher up on the ridge. There is no evidence of notable sediment 
accumulation at the site, though a few artifacts were partially buried due to the erodible nature of the 
soils and stormwater ponding causing minor soil upheaval.  

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4700 

Certus recommends site 42MD4700 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, 
and association. Design and workmanship do not apply to this site. 

This site is associated with the prehistoric occupation of the Pahvant Valley area. Due to a lack 
of temporally diagnostic artifacts or features, the site cannot yet be attributed to any specific 
period in prehistory. The site lacks internal organization and exhibits no definable activity loci. 
Rather, it appears as a slightly greater artifact concentration against a broad lithic debitage 
landscape. It is not interpretable in association with any specific prehistoric events. Given this, 
Certus recommends the site ineligible for the National Register under Criterion A.  

No specific information about the parties associated with the site was found in either archival 
sources or at the site itself. As such, the site would be ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion B. 

This site lacks any engineered or constructed features and is not representative of a type, style, or 
manner of construction. It also is not the work of a master, does not possess high artistic value, 
and cannot be tied to an existing larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape.  Therefore, 
it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under Criterion C.  

This site has not yet yielded information important to improving our understanding of the past 
and does not appear to have the potential to yield such information with additional investigation. 
The undefined nature of the occupation period and lack of evidence of sediment accumulation 
suggests cultural deposits are unlikely. Obsidian sourcing is possible given the presence of 
obsidian artifacts, but this, too, would be of limited utility given the small and homogenous 
nature of the artifact assemblage. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the 
National Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4701—Historical Structure 

Site 42MD4701 is a small, semi-subterranean structure located on the northwest edge of the Corn Creek 
Dam and immediately south of SR-106 near Kanosh. The structure is constructed of cast-in-place 
concrete and has a thick concrete roof with a slight arch to it. An access door is located in the west 
elevation and is flanked by two tapering mortared stone and concrete walls. A manhole-type opening is 
located in the top of the structure, near its east edge and implies the structure is used for water storage, 
pumping, or similar functions. All elevations of the structure are buried save for the exposed access 
opening in the west elevation.  

Certus was unable to locate any archival information about this structure. Given its apparent function, it 
was likely built either by the Corn Creek Irrigation Company as part of its vast network of irrigation 
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ditches and water distribution facilities or by the municipality as part of its water system. The structure is 
visible in a 1958 aerial image of the area—the earliest available image of reasonable scale.  

National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4701 

Certus recommends site 42MD4701 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, design, 
workmanship, setting, and feeling. It generally lacks association as it is unclear from simply 
viewing the resource what its function is.  

This site appears to be associated with water management for the community of Kanosh, but its 
specific role within that system is unclear. Regardless, the structure is very minor, and the lack of 
discussion in archival sources suggests it did not play an important role in the overall water 
system of the area during the historic period. Thus, Certus recommends this site ineligible for 
the National Register under Criterion A.  

Although no specific information about the parties associated with the site was found, the 
construction was likely carried out with government or other agency/quasi-agency involvement 
given its apparent association with the Kanosh community’s water system. That is, it is not 
associated with any specific individuals who are important in history but associated with a larger 
communal body or government agency. As such, the site would be ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion B. 

This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4702—Prehistoric Rock Art  

Site 42MD4702 is a boulder containing prehistoric petroglyphs that is located west of the Corn Creek 
Dam & Debris Basin (site 42MD4696). The boulder is situated in a debris pile of materials removed 
from an unknown location and placed at the present site. It is unclear if the boulder came from the 
immediate area or from some other off-site location. Based on the orientation of the petroglyphs, it 
appears the boulder is lying on its side compared to how it was oriented when in situ.  

Ten separate images are visible on one side and on the top of the boulder, though not all of the images 
are clear enough to be decipherable. All are pecked lightly into the boulder, which does not exhibit any 
clear patination. The images include three apparent pronghorn, one Kokopelli-like anthropomorph, and 
a series of geometric designs, wavy lines, and circles. The images appear most consistent with the 
Fremont culture group, which is known to have occupied the Pahvant Valley.   
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National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4702 

Certus recommends site 42MD4702 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria due 
primarily to a lack of integrity of location. While the boulder on which the petroglyphs are 
located likely came from the Kanosh area, the fact that it has been moved from its original 
location disassociates the “site” from the landscape in which it was originally located and, 
therefore, alters the potential interpretation of its meaning in prehistory. 

SSite 42MD4703—South & West Field Ditches System 

Site 42MD4703 is a historical irrigation ditch system—the South & West Field Ditches system—carrying 
water from the main weir on Corn Creek through the southern and southwestern parts of the 
community of Kanosh. The system is owned and operated by the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, 
which was established in 1877. Certus documented approximately 1,553 linear meters of ditches 
associated with this canal system. The vast majority of these ditches were concrete-lined, though a few 
unlined ditches, mostly laterals and sublaterals, were observed. The concrete-lined sections are generally 
associated with the “low flow” system, which is used when water levels in the source creek are low.  
Numerous historical water control features, including diversions and turnouts were documented along 
the various ditches. In most cases, the turnouts comprise screw-lift gates set in cast-in-place concrete 
frames. The concrete ditch segments are uniform in size and shape. They are relatively shallow being up 
to 50 centimeters deep and up to 1 meter wide. They have a flared cross-section with a narrow flat 
bottom. The unlined ditches vary more widely in size but are generally similar or smaller in overall 
dimensions.  

Certus was unable to locate any archival information specifically noting the construction date of this 
system. It likely was not built prior to the formation of the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, and it does 
not appear on the 1879 GLO map of the area. The main ditches associated with this system (i.e, 
excluding sublaterals) are visible in a 1958 aerial image of the area. A newspaper article from 1899 
indicates that the irrigation company had 3,000 acres of land under irrigation at that time, which suggests 
most of the canal systems associated with this company were constructed prior to 1900. The Utah 
Division of Water Rights indicates a priority water right date of 1880 for the diversion serving this 
system. 

  National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4703 

Certus recommends site 42MD4703 eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, design, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  

This site is associated with irrigation agriculture in the Kanosh area. Agriculture formed the basis 
of the community’s economy during the historic period and allowed for both the original 
settlement in 1867 and for the continued existence and expansion of the community in the 
decades that followed. As such, irrigation agriculture played a very important role in local history, 
and the South & West Field Ditches system was a notable part of that system that opened lands 
southwest and west of town for agricultural development. Therefore, Certus recommends this 
site eligible for the National Register under Criterion A.  

The primary canals associated with this site were constructed under the auspices of the Corn 
Creek Irrigation Company, which does not qualify as a historically important person or persons 
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for the purpose of the National Register. As such, Certus recommends the site ineligible under 
Criterion B. 

This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4704—Middle Ditch System 

Site 42MD4704 is the historical Middle Ditch irrigation ditch system that carries water from Corn Creek 
through the north and northwestern parts of the rural community of Kanosh. The system is owned and 
operated by the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, which was established in 1877. Certus documented 
approximately 9,658 linear meters of ditches associated with this canal system, including the Crooked 
Lane Lateral and several sublaterals. The main east-west portion of the named canal, which extends 
along the south side of 200 North in Kanosh, is concrete lined. The concrete was likely installed during 
the 1970s according to the irrigation company. The concrete-lined sections are generally associated with 
the “low flow” system, which is used when water levels in the source creek are low.   

This ditch appears to be fed from a diversion on the Hatton Ditch (site 42MD4706), which is, in turn, 
fed by the main weir on Corn Creek. Nearly all of the remaining ditches documented in association with 
this site were unlined. The concrete ditch segments are uniform in size and shape. They are relatively 
shallow being up to 50 centimeters deep and up to 1 meter wide. They have a flared cross-section with a 
narrow flat bottom. The unlined ditches vary more widely in size but are generally similar or smaller in 
overall dimensions. Numerous historical water control features, including diversions and turnouts were 
documented along the various ditches. In most cases, the turnouts comprise screw-lift gates set in cast-
in-place concrete frames.  

Certus was unable to locate any archival information specifically noting the construction date of this 
system. It likely was not built prior to the formation of the Corn Creek Irrigation Company in 1877. 
Several ditches in the apparent location of some of the ditch segments associated with this site appear to 
be depicted on the 1879 GLO map of the area, but these ditches are not labeled as such on the map. The 
main ditches associated with this system (i.e, excluding sublaterals) are visible in a 1958 aerial image of 
the area. A newspaper article from 1899 indicates that the irrigation company had 3,000 acres of land 
under irrigation at that time, which suggests most of the canal systems associated with this company 
were constructed prior to 1900. The Utah Division of Water Rights indicates a priority water right date 
of 1880 for the diversion serving this system. 

  National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4704 

Certus recommends site 42MD4704 eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, design, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  
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This site is associated with irrigation agriculture in the Kanosh area. Agriculture formed the basis 
of the community’s economy during the historic period and allowed for both the original 
settlement in 1867 and for the continued existence and expansion of the community in the 
decades that followed. As such, irrigation agriculture played a very important role in local history, 
and the Middle Ditch system was a notable part of that system that opened lands southwest and 
west of town for agricultural development. Therefore, Certus recommends this site eligible for 
the National Register under Criterion A.  

The primary canal associated with this site was constructed under the auspices of the Corn Creek 
Irrigation Company, which does not qualify as a historically important person or persons for the 
purpose of the National Register. As such, Certus recommends the site ineligible under Criterion 
B. 

This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4705—East Field Ditch System 

Site 42MD4705 is the historical East Field Ditch irrigation ditch system that carries water from the main 
weir on Corn Creek through the eastern part of the rural community of Kanosh and on to the north to 
lands in and around the small burg of Hatton. The system is owned and operated by the Corn Creek 
Irrigation Company, which was established in 1877. Certus documented approximately 21,198 linear 
meters of ditches associated with this canal system, including laterals and sublaterals. The main ditch and 
several of the laterals are lined with concrete, which was likely installed during the 1970s according to the 
irrigation company. The concrete-lined sections are generally associated with the “low flow” system, 
which is used when water levels in the source creek are low. Some of the laterals and most of the 
sublaterals are unlined. The concrete ditch segments are uniform in size and shape. They are relatively 
shallow being up to 50 centimeters deep and up to 1 meter wide. They have a flared cross-section with a 
narrow flat bottom. The unlined ditches vary more widely in size but are generally similar or smaller in 
overall dimensions. Numerous historical water control features, including diversions and turnouts were 
documented along the various ditches. In most cases, the turnouts comprise screw-lift gates set in cast-
in-place concrete frames.  

Certus was unable to locate any archival information specifically noting the construction date of this 
system. It likely was not built prior to the formation of the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, and it does 
not appear on the 1879 GLO map of the area. The main ditches associated with this system (i.e, 
excluding sublaterals) are visible in a 1958 aerial image of the area. A newspaper article from 1899 
indicates that the irrigation company had 3,000 acres of land under irrigation at that time, which suggests 
most of the canal systems associated with this company were constructed prior to 1900. The Utah 
Division of Water Rights indicates a priority water right date of 1880 for the diversion serving this 
system. 
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  National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4705 

Certus recommends site 42MD4705 eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, design, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  

This site is associated with irrigation agriculture in the Kanosh area. Agriculture formed the basis 
of the community’s economy during the historic period and allowed for both the original 
settlement in 1867 and for the continued existence and expansion of the community in the 
decades that followed. As such, irrigation agriculture played a very important role in local history, 
and the East Field Ditch system was a notable part of that system that opened lands east and 
north of town for agricultural development. Therefore, Certus recommends this site eligible for 
the National Register under Criterion A.  

The primary canal associated with this site was constructed under the auspices of the Corn Creek 
Irrigation Company, which does not qualify as a historically important person or persons for the 
purpose of the National Register. As such, Certus recommends the site ineligible under Criterion 
B. 

This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4706—Hatton Ditch System 

Site 42MD4706 is the historical Hatton Ditch irrigation ditch system that carries water from the main 
weir on Corn Creek through the eastern part of the rural community of Kanosh and on to the north to 
the community of Hatton. The system is owned and operated by the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, 
which was established in 1877. Certus documented approximately 8,422 linear meters of ditches 
associated with this canal system, including laterals and sublaterals. The site was documented in three 
sections where it intersects the current project area.  

The main ditch and laterals were unlined. Most of the unlined ditches operated by the irrigation company 
are part of the “high flow” irrigation system, which is used when water levels in the source creek are 
high.  The main ditch had a flat-bottomed cross-section with flared sides flanked by berms created from 
the material dredged from the channel. The channel itself measured between 2 and 3 meters wide and up 
to 1.5 meters deep, though the typical flow channel is much smaller than that. Very few water control 
features were observed along the documented portions of the ditch system. This is due to the fact that 
the majority of the site in the current survey area is part of the ditch that merely carries the water 
through Kanosh and to Hatton where it is then diverted into field ditches for the purpose of irrigation; 
no water shares in the ditch are likely held by parties between the weir and the community of Hatton.  
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Certus was unable to locate any archival information specifically noting the construction date of this 
system. It likely was not built prior to the formation of the Corn Creek Irrigation Company in 1877; 
however, a ditch approximately a combined alignment between this ditch and the East Middle Hatton 
Ditch (site 42MD4707) is illustrated on the 1879 GLO map of the area and is labeled as the Peterburg 
Ditch. The main ditches associated with this system (i.e, excluding sublaterals) are visible in a 1958 aerial 
image of the area. A newspaper article from 1899 indicates that the irrigation company had 3,000 acres 
of land under irrigation at that time, which suggests most of the canal systems associated with this 
company were constructed prior to 1900. The Utah Division of Water Rights indicates a priority water 
right date of 1880 for the diversion serving this system. 

  National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4706 

Certus recommends site 42MD4706 eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, design, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  

This site is associated with irrigation agriculture in the Hatton area. Agriculture formed the basis 
of the community’s economy during the historic period and allowed for both the original 
settlement in 1859 and for the continued existence and expansion of the community in the 
decades that followed. As such, irrigation agriculture played a very important role in local history, 
and the Hatton Ditch system was a notable part of that system. In fact, it appears the Hatton 
Ditch is one of the primary suppliers of irrigation water to the community. Therefore, Certus 
recommends this site eligible for the National Register under Criterion A.  

The primary canal associated with this site was constructed under the auspices of the Corn Creek 
Irrigation Company, which does not qualify as a historically important person or persons for the 
purpose of the National Register. As such, Certus recommends the site ineligible under Criterion 
B. 

This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4707—East Middle Hatton Ditch System 

Site 42MD4707 is the historical East Middle Hatton Ditch irrigation ditch system that carries water from 
the main weir on Corn Creek through the rural community of Kanosh and on to the north to the 
community of Hatton. The system is owned and operated by the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, which 
was established in 1877. Certus documented approximately 2,796 linear meters of ditches associated with 
this canal system. The site was documented in three sections where it intersects the current project area.  

The main ditch and lateral documented here are lined with concrete and are relatively shallow being up 
to 50 centimeters deep and up to 1 meter wide. The concrete was likely installed during the 1970s 
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according to the irrigation company. The concrete-lined ditches in the area are generally associated with 
the “low flow” system, which is used when water levels in the source creek are low. They have a flared 
cross-section with a narrow flat bottom. Nearly the entire lateral, which extends along the north side of 
300 South in Kanosh has been filled in and is buried in the “park strip” between the road and adjacent 
developed parcels. The top of a few short sections of this ditch are visible, but the exposed sections are 
short and not continuous. It is unclear if a pipe has been installed in this lateral ditch and buried or if the 
ditch was simply abandoned in place and backfilled. No water control features were observed along the 
documented portions of the ditch system. This is due to the fact that the majority of the site in the 
current survey area is part of the ditch that merely carries the water through Kanosh and to Hatton 
where it is then diverted into field ditches for the purpose of irrigation; no water shares in the ditch are 
likely held by parties between the weir and the community of Hatton.  

Certus was unable to locate any archival information specifically noting the construction date of this 
system. It likely was not built prior to the formation of the Corn Creek Irrigation Company in 1877; 
however, a ditch approximately a combined alignment between this ditch and the Hatton Ditch (site 
42MD4706) is illustrated on the 1879 GLO map of the area and is labeled as the Petersburg Ditch. 
“Petersburg” was the original name of Hatton. The main ditches associated with this system (i.e, 
excluding sublaterals) are visible in a 1958 aerial image of the area. A newspaper article from 1899 
indicates that the irrigation company had 3,000 acres of land under irrigation at that time, which suggests 
most of the canal systems associated with this company were constructed prior to 1900.  

  National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4707 

Certus recommends site 42MD4707 eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for the 
reasons outlined below. The buried lateral ditch is recommended non-contributing as it is no 
longer fully visible on the ground surface. The overall site appears to retain integrity of location, 
materials, design, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  

This site is associated with irrigation agriculture in the Hatton community. Agriculture formed 
the basis of the community’s economy during the historic period and allowed for both the 
original settlement in 1859 and for the continued existence and expansion of the community in 
the decades that followed. As such, irrigation agriculture played a very important role in local 
history, and the East Middle Hatton Ditch system was a notable part of that system. In fact, it 
appears the East Middle Hatton Ditch is one of the primary suppliers of irrigation water to the 
community. Therefore, Certus recommends this site eligible for the National Register under 
Criterion A.  

The primary canal associated with this site was constructed under the auspices of the Corn Creek 
Irrigation Company, which does not qualify as a historically important person or persons for the 
purpose of the National Register. As such, Certus recommends the site ineligible under Criterion 
B. 

This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
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understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4708—West Field Ditch System 

Site 42MD4708 is the historical West Field Ditch irrigation ditch system that carries water from the main 
weir on Corn Creek into the south part of the rural community of Kanosh. The system is owned and 
operated by the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, which was established in 1877. Certus documented 
approximately 14,539 linear meters of ditches associated with this canal system, all of which appear to 
represent the main ditch rather than any laterals or sublaterals.   

The main ditch exhibits both lined (with concrete) and unlined segments. From the weir to a point just 
south of 300 South in Kanosh, the channel is unlined. The concrete-lined sections are generally 
associated with the “low flow” system, which is used when water levels in the source creek are low while 
the unlined ditches are part of the “high flow” irrigation system.  The segment paralleling the south side 
of 300 South to the east of Main Street is lined with concrete, and the segment between Main Street and 
200 West is unlined. Though the three sections vary somewhat in their shape due to their different lining 
conditions, they average between 5 and 6 meters wide across the top by up to 1.5 meters deep. The 
concrete-lined section is larger than the unlined sections and was enlarged to accommodate flood water 
in addition to irrigation water. No historical water control features were observed along the canal.  

Certus was unable to locate any archival information specifically noting the construction date of this 
system. It likely was not built prior to the formation of the Corn Creek Irrigation Company, and it does 
not appear on the 1879 GLO map of the area. The main ditches associated with this system (i.e, 
excluding sublaterals) are visible in a 1958 aerial image of the area. A newspaper article from 1899 
indicates that the irrigation company had 3,000 acres of land under irrigation at that time, which suggests 
most of the canal systems associated with this company were constructed prior to 1900.  

  National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4708 

Certus recommends site 42MD4708 eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for the 
reasons outlined below. The site appears to retain integrity of location, materials, design, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  

This site is associated with irrigation agriculture in the Kanosh area. Agriculture formed the basis 
of the community’s economy during the historic period and allowed for both the original 
settlement in 1867 and for the continued existence and expansion of the community in the 
decades that followed. As such, irrigation agriculture played a very important role in local history, 
and the West Field Ditch system was a notable part of that system that helped opened lands west 
of town for agricultural development. The sheer size of the canal channel compared to other 
named canals in the area suggests it was intended to carry a substantial amount of irrigation 
water. Therefore, Certus recommends this site eligible for the National Register under Criterion 
A.  

The primary canal associated with this site was constructed under the auspices of the Corn Creek 
Irrigation Company, which does not qualify as a historically important person or persons for the 
purpose of the National Register. As such, Certus recommends the site ineligible under Criterion 
B. 
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This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

SSite 42MD4713—Kanosh City Ditch 

Site 42MD4713 is a historical irrigation ditch referred to locally only as the “City Ditch” or “Kanosh City 
Ditch.” Historically, the City Ditch appears to have drawn water from the East Middle Hatton Ditch and 
carried it west along the north side of 300 South in Kansoh. It is unclear if the main ditch fed smaller 
ditches throughout the town or simply extended along 300 South. At present, this ditch is abandoned, 
and segments of the original ditch have either been piped or filled in to match the surrounding grade. 
The segment of the ditch east of roughly 250 East 300 South remains open and comprises a concrete-
lined ditch measuring roughly 50 centimeters deep and up to 1 to 1.25 meter wide. This ditch segment 
has a flared cross-section with a narrow flat bottom. To the west of there, and west to Main Street, the 
top of a few short sections of this concrete-lined ditch are visible in the park strip/shoulder of 300 
South. These segments are short and not continuous. In total, Certus documented 1,626 meters of the 
main ditch for the present undertaking. 

Certus was unable to locate any archival information specifically noting the construction date of this 
system. It likely was not built prior to the formation of the Corn Creek Irrigation Company in 1877 as it 
appears to pull water from one of the irrigation company’s ditches, and it is not depicted on the 1879 
GLO map of the community. It appears the city-sponsored irrigation system was abandoned when the 
Corn Creek Irrigation Company system was constructed throughout the community.  

  National Register Eligibility Review for Site 4MD4713 

Certus recommends site 42MD4713 ineligible for the National Register under all criteria for the 
reasons outlined below. The overall site appears to retain integrity of location and generally of 
association, but it lacks integrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, and feeling due to 
the abandonment and either removal or backfilling of the majority of this ditch.  

This site is associated with irrigation agriculture in the Kanosh community and appears to date to 
relatively early in the town’s establishment. Agriculture formed the basis of the community’s 
economy during the historic period and allowed for both the original settlement in 1859 and for 
the continued existence and expansion of the community in the decades that followed. As such, 
irrigation agriculture played a very important role in local history; however, the City Ditch lacks 
sufficient integrity to convey its association with that history. Therefore, Certus recommends this 
site ineligible for the National Register under Criterion A.  

The primary canal associated with this site was constructed under the auspices of the town’s 
governmental body, which does not qualify as a historically important person or persons for the 
purpose of the National Register. As such, Certus recommends the site ineligible under Criterion 
B. 
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This site, while an engineering/architectural feature, is not a notable representative of a type, 
style, or manner of construction, is not the work of a master, and does not possess high artistic 
value. There also is no established larger cultural entity, such as a district or landscape, to which 
it could contribute. Overall, the site lacks the structural integrity needed to qualify for the 
National Register.   Therefore, it is recommended ineligible under Criterion C.  

This site type is not conducive to possessing cultural deposits or other characteristics not visible 
on the ground surface, and the site has not yet yielded information important to improving our 
understanding of the past. As such, Certus recommends this site ineligible for the National 
Register under Criterion D. 

FFINDINGS FOR THE NO ACTION/DAM BREACH APE 

As noted, the APE for the No Action alternative and Preferred Alternative Dam Breach scenario 
includes those lands that could be inundated or otherwise experience flood impacts if no action is taken 
to address current flooding conditions or if the renovated dam breaches. Also as previously noted, 
Certus did not conduct a field survey of those portions of the APE outside the specific survey area for 
the Preferred Alternative and that cultural resources in that broader APE area were identified through 
archival research. As such, the resources discussed herein as being present in those portions of the APE 
outside the survey area should be considered an estimate of the total sum of resources present therein; 
that is, additional resources not mentioned in archival sources may be present in the area.  

The archival review of the broader APE, as discussed in the File Search section of this report, identified 
12 archaeological sites and 162 primary historical buildings. See that section of the report for more 
information about these resources.  

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Certus conducted an archaeological resources inventory for the Corn Creek Watershed Plan-EA 
Preferred Alternative under the jurisdiction of the NRCS. A file search for known cultural resources in 
the APE for the No Action alternative also was conducted.  

Sixteen archaeological sites were documented in the survey area (see Table 2). Nine of the sites are 
historical irrigation canal systems and other water management/conveyance features. One additional site 
is a historical flood control site, and another is an apparent pump house or water storage feature. The 
remaining five sites represent prehistoric period land uses. 

Certus has recommended seven of the 16 sites as eligible for the National Register. These sites are all 
historical canal/ditch systems.  

Table 2. Documented sites in the survey area and National Register eligibility 
recommendations 

Site Number Description National Register 
Recommendation 

42MD2016 Historical concrete water pipeline Not Eligible 
42MD2017 Historical ditch (the Indian Ditch) Eligible  
42MD4696 Corn Creek Dam & Debris Basin Not Eligible 
42MD4697 Prehistoric temporary camp Not Eligible 
42MD4698 Prehistoric temporary camp Not Eligible 
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Table 2. Documented sites in the survey area and National Register eligibility 
recommendations 

Site Number Description National Register 
Recommendation 

42MD4699 Prehistoric temporary camp Not Eligible 
42MD4700 Prehistoric temporary camp Not Eligible 
42MD4701 Historical structure/pump house Not Eligible 
42MD4702 Prehistoric rock art on a relocated boulder Not Eligible 
42MD4703 South & West Field Ditches system Eligible 
42MD4704 Middle Ditch system Eligible 
42MD4705 East Field Ditch system Eligible 
42MD4706 Hatton Ditch system Eligible 
42MD4707 East Middle Hatton Ditch system Eligible 
42MD4708 West Ditch system Eligible 
42MD4713 City Ditch Not Eligible 

 

A total of 175 cultural resources, including archaeological sites and historical buildings were identified in 
the No Action alternative APE. Table 3, below, summarizes those sites and buildings that have been 
determined eligible for the National Register and would, therefore, need to be considered relative to 
potential adverse effects from the undertaking or, more specifically, the lack of action to address current 
flood conditions:  

Table 3. Known National Register-eligible sites & buildings in the No 
Action/Dam Breach APE 

Site Number or 
Address 

Description National Register 
Determination 

42MD996 Multi-component site Eligible 
42MD997 Prehistoric camp Eligible 
~4675 W Hatton Ln Single-family dwelling Eligible 
~4750 W Hatton Ln Single-family dwelling Eligible 
4909 W Hatton Ln Single-family dwelling Eligible 
10 N Main St Single-family dwelling Eligible/Listed on NRHP 
60 N Main St Single-family dwelling Eligible 
35 W Center St Single-family dwelling Eligible 
60/70 W Center St Single-family dwelling Eligible 

 

The proposed watershed improvement projects would involve piping of extensive portions of some of 
the historical irrigation site networks documented in the survey area and the placement of buried pipes 
adjacent to others. Where the ditches are piped, historical water control features would be removed or 
buried. More specific information about the anticipated impacts to the eligible sites listed in Table 2 and 
recommended findings of effect under 36 CFR §800 are provided in Table 4. As can be seen from this 
table, Certus is recommending a finding of adverse effect for three of the eligible irrigation system sites 
due to the extent the systems would be altered through replacement with underground pipelines.   
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Table 4. Anticipated impacts and recommended findings of effect for eligible sites under the 
Preferred Alternative 

Site Number Description of Impact Recommended Finding of Effect 
42MD2017 New pipeline buried adjacent to ditch with minor changes 

to the pond/impoundment to connect the new pipe to 
the water system in the Kanosh Indian Village 

No Adverse Effect 

42MD4703 Approximately half of the concrete-lined ditch would be 
piped and half would have a pipe buried adjacent to it. 
The earthen ditches associated with the system would 
remain unaltered. 

Adverse Effect 

42MD4704 A buried pipeline system would be placed adjacent to the 
existing ditches, which would remain unaltered.  

No Adverse Effect 

42MD4705 A buried pipeline system would be placed adjacent to the 
existing ditches, which would remain unaltered.  

No Adverse Effect 

42MD4706 A buried pipeline system would be placed adjacent to the 
existing ditches, which would remain unaltered.  

No Adverse Effect 

42MD4707 The concrete-lined ditch would be piped underground, 
and the ditch would effectively be destroyed.  

Adverse Effect 

42MD4708 A 1-block long segment of the main ditch along 300 South 
west of Main Street, which is currently unlined, would be 
enlarged and lined with concrete to match the segment of 
the ditch east of Main Street. Much of the rest of the 
system would be replaced with buried pipelines.  

Adverse Effect 

 

Regarding the archaeological sites and historical buildings located in the APE for the No Action/Dam 
Breach scenario, flooding would impact these resources with the same frequency, severity, and effect as 
is currently experienced. Generally speaking, the eligible historical buildings are all located sufficiently far 
from the Corn Creek water source that they are extremely unlikely to suffer adverse effects from 
flooding. The effects of flooding on the known National Register-eligible archaeological sites in the No 
Action alternative APE are less predictable, as it depends on the depth and flow rate of water across the 
sites and whether both are sufficiently high as to move artifacts, scour away sediments at the site and 
cause “deflation,” or otherwise alter artifact provenience or feature integrity. That said, any effects 
experienced by these sites under the No Action alternative would represent no change from current 
conditions.  

The information presented herein reflects the opinions and recommendations of the author. The NRCS 
will issue all final determinations of eligibility for all documented sites and a finding of effect relative to 
those sites. These determinations will be issued under separate cover.    
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Historical Buildings (Built 1974 or earlier) in No Action/Dam Breach APE 

Address Eligibility Address Eligibility 
~260 N 100 E Unevaluated 90 W 100 S Unevaluated 
257 N 100 E Unevaluated 95 W 100 S Unevaluated 
190 N 100 E Unevaluated 150 W 100 S Unevaluated 

~130 N 100 E Unevaluated 160 W 100 S Unevaluated 
45 S 100 E Unevaluated 335 N 100 W Unevaluated 
65 S 100 E Unevaluated 195 N 100 W Unevaluated 
95 S 100 E Unevaluated 180 N 100 W Unevaluated 

115 S 100 E Unevaluated ~145 N 100 W Unevaluated 
145 S 100 E Unevaluated 95 N 100 W Unevaluated 
150 S 100 E Unevaluated 15 N 100 W Unevaluated 
175 S 100 E Unevaluated 65 S 100 W Unevaluated 
210 S 100 E Unevaluated 110 S 100 W Unevaluated 
215 S 100 E Unevaluated 165 S 100 W Unevaluated 
255 S 100 E Unevaluated 180 S 100 W Unevaluated 
285 S 100 E Unevaluated 235 S 100 W Unevaluated 
290 S 100 E Unevaluated 265 S 100 W Unevaluated 
35 E 100 N Unevaluated 180 N 200 E Unevaluated 
45 E 100 N Unevaluated 90 N 200 E Unevaluated 
65 E 100 N Unevaluated 60 S 200 E Unevaluated 
85 E 100 N Unevaluated 210 S 200 E Unevaluated 
90 E 100 N Unevaluated 240 S 200 E Unevaluated 

110 E 100 N Unevaluated 270 S 200 E Unevaluated 
140 E 100 N Unevaluated 40 E 200 N Unevaluated 
160 E 100 N Unevaluated 90 E 200 N Unevaluated 
165 E 100 N Unevaluated ~180 W 200 N Unevaluated 
190 E 100 N Unevaluated ~210 W 200 N Unevaluated 
45 W 100 N Unevaluated 85 E 200 S Unevaluated 
90 W 100 N Unevaluated 115 E 200 S Unevaluated 

110 W 100 N Unevaluated 135 E 200 S Unevaluated 
145 W 100 N Unevaluated 165 E 200 S Unevaluated 

30 E 100 S Unevaluated 170 E 200 S Unevaluated 
55 E 100 S Unevaluated 195 E 200 S Unevaluated 
89 E 100 S Unevaluated 215 E 200 S Unevaluated 
90 E 100 S Unevaluated 15 W 200 S Unevaluated 

140 E 100 S Unevaluated 25 W 200 S Unevaluated 
170 E 100 S Unevaluated ~28 W 200 S Unevaluated 
190 E 100 S Unevaluated 30 W 200 S Unevaluated 
195 E 100 S Unevaluated 65 W 200 S Unevaluated 
210 E 100 S Unevaluated ~83 W 200 S Unevaluated 
215 E 100 S Unevaluated 90 W 200 S Unevaluated 
30 W 100 S Unevaluated 115 W 200 S Unevaluated 
60 W 100 S Unevaluated 145 W 200 S Unevaluated 
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Address Eligibility Address Eligibility 
160 W 200 S Unevaluated 310 N Main St Unevaluated 
180 W 200 S Unevaluated 260 N Main St Unevaluated 
95 N 200 W Unevaluated 215 N Main St Unevaluated 
90 N 200 W Unevaluated 190 N Main St Unevaluated 
15 S 200 W Unevaluated 165 N Main St Unevaluated 
25 S 200 W Unevaluated 135 N Main St Unevaluated 
45 S 200 W Unevaluated 110 N Main St Unevaluated 

~110 S 200 W Unevaluated 95 N Main St Unevaluated 
115 S 200 W Unevaluated 94 N Main St Unevaluated 
160 S 200 W Unevaluated ~89 N Main St Unevaluated 
180 S 200 W Unevaluated 60 N Main St Eligible/Contributing 
240 S 200 W Unevaluated 55 N Main St Unevaluated 

55 E 300 S Unevaluated 45 N Main St Unevaluated 
~160 E 300 S Unevaluated 25 N Main St Unevaluated 
215 E 300 S Unevaluated 15 N Main St Unevaluated 
245 E 300 S Unevaluated 10 N Main St Listed 

35 E Center St Unevaluated 10 S Main St Unevaluated 
50 E Center St Unevaluated 20 S Main St Unevaluated 
70 E Center St Unevaluated 25 S Main St Unevaluated 
80 E Center St Unevaluated 30 S Main St Unevaluated 
85 E Center St Unevaluated  50 S Main St Unevaluated 

113 E Center St Unevaluated 60 S Main St Unevaluated 
115 E Center St Unevaluated 65 S Main St Unevaluated 
120 E Center St Unevaluated 80 S Main St Unevaluated 
160 E Center St Unevaluated 95 S Main St Unevaluated 
175 E Center St Unevaluated 110 S Main St Unevaluated 

~185 E Center St Unevaluated 115 S Main St Unevaluated 
190 E Center St Unevaluated 125-135 S Main St Unevaluated 

~240 E Center St Unevaluated 140 S Main St Unevaluated 
250 E Center St Unevaluated 145 S Main St Unevaluated 
35 W Center St Eligible/Contributing 155 S Main St Unevaluated 

70/80 W Center St Eligible/Contributing 165 S Main St Unevaluated 
115 W Center St Unevaluated 185 S Main St Unevaluated 

~4675 W Hatton Ln Eligible/Contributing 190 S Main St Unevaluated 
~4750 W Hatton Ln Eligible/Contributing 215 S Main St Unevaluated 
4909 W Hatton Ln Eligible/Contributing 255 S Main St Unevaluated 
5159 W Hatton Ln Unevaluated 270 S Main St Unevaluated 

365 N Main St Unevaluated 285 S Main St Unevaluated 
~320 N Main St Unevaluated 325 S Main St Unevaluated 
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Figure 4. Overview of No Action/Dam Breach APE and known cultural resources
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Figure 5. Detail of No Action/Dam Breach APE and locations of known historical buildings 
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Wednesday, February 16, 1994

Title 3—

The President

Executive Order 12898 of February 11, 1994

Federal Actions To Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1–1.Implementation.
1–101. Agency Responsibilities. To the greatest extent practicable and per-

mitted by law, and consistent with the principles set forth in the report
on the National Performance Review, each Federal agency shall make achiev-
ing environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing,
as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or environ-
mental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority populations
and low-income populations in the United States and its territories and
possessions, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the Commonwealth of the Mariana Islands.

1–102. Creation of an Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice.
(a) Within 3 months of the date of this order, the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency (‘‘Administrator’’) or the Administrator’s
designee shall convene an interagency Federal Working Group on Environ-
mental Justice (‘‘Working Group’’). The Working Group shall comprise the
heads of the following executive agencies and offices, or their designees:
(a) Department of Defense; (b) Department of Health and Human Services;
(c) Department of Housing and Urban Development; (d) Department of Labor;
(e) Department of Agriculture; (f) Department of Transportation; (g) Depart-
ment of Justice; (h) Department of the Interior; (i) Department of Commerce;
(j) Department of Energy; (k) Environmental Protection Agency; (l) Office
of Management and Budget; (m) Office of Science and Technology Policy;
(n) Office of the Deputy Assistant to the President for Environmental Policy;
(o) Office of the Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy; (p) National
Economic Council; (q) Council of Economic Advisers; and (r) such other
Government officials as the President may designate. The Working Group
shall report to the President through the Deputy Assistant to the President
for Environmental Policy and the Assistant to the President for Domestic
Policy.

(b) The Working Group shall: (1) provide guidance to Federal agencies
on criteria for identifying disproportionately high and adverse human health
or environmental effects on minority populations and low-income popu-
lations;

(2) coordinate with, provide guidance to, and serve as a clearinghouse
for, each Federal agency as it develops an environmental justice strategy
as required by section 1–103 of this order, in order to ensure that the
administration, interpretation and enforcement of programs, activities and
policies are undertaken in a consistent manner;

(3) assist in coordinating research by, and stimulating cooperation among,
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and other
agencies conducting research or other activities in accordance with section
3–3 of this order;

(4) assist in coordinating data collection, required by this order;

(5) examine existing data and studies on environmental justice;
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(6) hold public meetings as required in section 5–502(d) of this order;
and

(7) develop interagency model projects on environmental justice that
evidence cooperation among Federal agencies.

1–103. Development of Agency Strategies. (a) Except as provided in section
6–605 of this order, each Federal agency shall develop an agency-wide
environmental justice strategy, as set forth in subsections (b)–(e) of this
section that identifies and addresses disproportionately high and adverse
human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities
on minority populations and low-income populations. The environmental
justice strategy shall list programs, policies, planning and public participation
processes, enforcement, and/or rulemakings related to human health or the
environment that should be revised to, at a minimum: (1) promote enforce-
ment of all health and environmental statutes in areas with minority popu-
lations and low-income populations; (2) ensure greater public participation;
(3) improve research and data collection relating to the health of and environ-
ment of minority populations and low-income populations; and (4) identify
differential patterns of consumption of natural resources among minority
populations and low-income populations. In addition, the environmental
justice strategy shall include, where appropriate, a timetable for undertaking
identified revisions and consideration of economic and social implications
of the revisions.

(b) Within 4 months of the date of this order, each Federal agency shall
identify an internal administrative process for developing its environmental
justice strategy, and shall inform the Working Group of the process.

(c) Within 6 months of the date of this order, each Federal agency shall
provide the Working Group with an outline of its proposed environmental
justice strategy.

(d) Within 10 months of the date of this order, each Federal agency
shall provide the Working Group with its proposed environmental justice
strategy.

(e) Within 12 months of the date of this order, each Federal agency
shall finalize its environmental justice strategy and provide a copy and
written description of its strategy to the Working Group. During the 12
month period from the date of this order, each Federal agency, as part
of its environmental justice strategy, shall identify several specific projects
that can be promptly undertaken to address particular concerns identified
during the development of the proposed environmental justice strategy, and
a schedule for implementing those projects.

(f) Within 24 months of the date of this order, each Federal agency
shall report to the Working Group on its progress in implementing its
agency-wide environmental justice strategy.

(g) Federal agencies shall provide additional periodic reports to the Work-
ing Group as requested by the Working Group.

1–104. Reports to the President. Within 14 months of the date of this
order, the Working Group shall submit to the President, through the Office
of the Deputy Assistant to the President for Environmental Policy and the
Office of the Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy, a report that
describes the implementation of this order, and includes the final environ-
mental justice strategies described in section 1–103(e) of this order.
Sec. 2–2. Federal Agency Responsibilities for Federal Programs. Each Federal
agency shall conduct its programs, policies, and activities that substantially
affect human health or the environment, in a manner that ensures that
such programs, policies, and activities do not have the effect of excluding
persons (including populations) from participation in, denying persons (in-
cluding populations) the benefits of, or subjecting persons (including popu-
lations) to discrimination under, such programs, policies, and activities,
because of their race, color, or national origin.
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Sec. 3–3.Research, Data Collection, and Analysis. 
3–301. Human Health and Environmental Research and Analysis. (a) Envi-

ronmental human health research, whenever practicable and appropriate,
shall include diverse segments of the population in epidemiological and
clinical studies, including segments at high risk from environmental hazards,
such as minority populations, low-income populations and workers who
may be exposed to substantial environmental hazards.

(b) Environmental human health analyses, whenever practicable and appro-
priate, shall identify multiple and cumulative exposures.

(c) Federal agencies shall provide minority populations and low-income
populations the opportunity to comment on the development and design
of research strategies undertaken pursuant to this order.

3–302. Human Health and Environmental Data Collection and Analysis.
To the extent permitted by existing law, including the Privacy Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. section 552a): (a) each Federal agency, whenever prac-
ticable and appropriate, shall collect, maintain, and analyze information
assessing and comparing environmental and human health risks borne by
populations identified by race, national origin, or income. To the extent
practical and appropriate, Federal agencies shall use this information to
determine whether their programs, policies, and activities have disproportion-
ately high and adverse human health or environmental effects on minority
populations and low-income populations;

(b) In connection with the development and implementation of agency
strategies in section 1–103 of this order, each Federal agency, whenever
practicable and appropriate, shall collect, maintain and analyze information
on the race, national origin, income level, and other readily accessible and
appropriate information for areas surrounding facilities or sites expected
to have a substantial environmental, human health, or economic effect on
the surrounding populations, when such facilities or sites become the subject
of a substantial Federal environmental administrative or judicial action.
Such information shall be made available to the public, unless prohibited
by law; and

(c) Each Federal agency, whenever practicable and appropriate, shall col-
lect, maintain, and analyze information on the race, national origin, income
level, and other readily accessible and appropriate information for areas
surrounding Federal facilities that are: (1) subject to the reporting require-
ments under the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act,
42 U.S.C. section 11001–11050 as mandated in Executive Order No. 12856;
and (2) expected to have a substantial environmental, human health, or
economic effect on surrounding populations. Such information shall be made
available to the public, unless prohibited by law.

(d) In carrying out the responsibilities in this section, each Federal agency,
whenever practicable and appropriate, shall share information and eliminate
unnecessary duplication of efforts through the use of existing data systems
and cooperative agreements among Federal agencies and with State, local,
and tribal governments.
Sec. 4–4. Subsistence Consumption of Fish and Wildlife. 

4–401. Consumption Patterns. In order to assist in identifying the need
for ensuring protection of populations with differential patterns of subsistence
consumption of fish and wildlife, Federal agencies, whenever practicable
and appropriate, shall collect, maintain, and analyze information on the
consumption patterns of populations who principally rely on fish and/or
wildlife for subsistence. Federal agencies shall communicate to the public
the risks of those consumption patterns.

4–402. Guidance. Federal agencies, whenever practicable and appropriate,
shall work in a coordinated manner to publish guidance reflecting the latest
scientific information available concerning methods for evaluating the human
health risks associated with the consumption of pollutant-bearing fish or
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wildlife. Agencies shall consider such guidance in developing their policies
and rules.
Sec. 5–5. Public Participation and Access to Information. (a) The public
may submit recommendations to Federal agencies relating to the incorpora-
tion of environmental justice principles into Federal agency programs or
policies. Each Federal agency shall convey such recommendations to the
Working Group.

(b) Each Federal agency may, whenever practicable and appropriate, trans-
late crucial public documents, notices, and hearings relating to human health
or the environment for limited English speaking populations.

(c) Each Federal agency shall work to ensure that public documents,
notices, and hearings relating to human health or the environment are con-
cise, understandable, and readily accessible to the public.

(d) The Working Group shall hold public meetings, as appropriate, for
the purpose of fact-finding, receiving public comments, and conducting in-
quiries concerning environmental justice. The Working Group shall prepare
for public review a summary of the comments and recommendations dis-
cussed at the public meetings.
Sec. 6–6. General Provisions. 

6–601. Responsibility for Agency Implementation. The head of each Federal
agency shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with this order. Each
Federal agency shall conduct internal reviews and take such other steps
as may be necessary to monitor compliance with this order.

6–602. Executive Order No. 12250. This Executive order is intended to
supplement but not supersede Executive Order No. 12250, which requires
consistent and effective implementation of various laws prohibiting discrimi-
natory practices in programs receiving Federal financial assistance. Nothing
herein shall limit the effect or mandate of Executive Order No. 12250.

6–603. Executive Order No. 12875. This Executive order is not intended
to limit the effect or mandate of Executive Order No. 12875.

6–604. Scope. For purposes of this order, Federal agency means any agency
on the Working Group, and such other agencies as may be designated
by the President, that conducts any Federal program or activity that substan-
tially affects human health or the environment. Independent agencies are
requested to comply with the provisions of this order.

6–605. Petitions for Exemptions. The head of a Federal agency may petition
the President for an exemption from the requirements of this order on
the grounds that all or some of the petitioning agency’s programs or activities
should not be subject to the requirements of this order.

6–606. Native American Programs. Each Federal agency responsibility set
forth under this order shall apply equally to Native American programs.
In addition, the Department of the Interior, in coordination with the Working
Group, and, after consultation with tribal leaders, shall coordinate steps
to be taken pursuant to this order that address Federally-recognized Indian
Tribes.

6–607. Costs. Unless otherwise provided by law, Federal agencies shall
assume the financial costs of complying with this order.

6–608. General. Federal agencies shall implement this order consistent
with, and to the extent permitted by, existing law.

6–609. Judicial Review. This order is intended only to improve the internal
management of the executive branch and is not intended to, nor does it
create any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or equity by a party against the United States, its agencies,
its officers, or any person. This order shall not be construed to create
any right to judicial review involving the compliance or noncompliance
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of the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any other person with
this order.

œ–
THE WHITE HOUSE,
February 11, 1994.

[FR Citation 59 FR 7629]

VerDate 27<APR>2000 14:15 Jan 31, 2001 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4705 Sfmt 4790 O:\EO\HTML\EOSGML~1\EO12898.SGM ofrpc12 PsN: ofrpc12



Presidential Documents

25251 

Federal Register 

Vol. 88, No. 80 

Wednesday, April 26, 2023 

Title 3— 

The President 

Executive Order 14096 of April 21, 2023 

Revitalizing Our Nation’s Commitment to Environmental Jus-
tice for All 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States of America, and in order to advance environmental 
justice, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. To fulfill our Nation’s promises of justice, liberty, and 
equality, every person must have clean air to breathe; clean water to drink; 
safe and healthy foods to eat; and an environment that is healthy, sustainable, 
climate-resilient, and free from harmful pollution and chemical exposure. 
Restoring and protecting a healthy environment—wherever people live, play, 
work, learn, grow, and worship—is a matter of justice and a fundamental 
duty that the Federal Government must uphold on behalf of all people. 

We must advance environmental justice for all by implementing and enforc-
ing the Nation’s environmental and civil rights laws, preventing pollution, 
addressing climate change and its effects, and working to clean up legacy 
pollution that is harming human health and the environment. Advancing 
environmental justice will require investing in and supporting culturally 
vibrant, sustainable, and resilient communities in which every person has 
safe, clean, and affordable options for housing, energy, and transportation. 
It is also necessary to prioritize building an equitable, inclusive, and sustain-
able economy that offers economic opportunities, workforce training, and 
high-quality and well-paying jobs, including union jobs, and facilitating 
an equitable transition of the workforce as part of a clean energy future. 
Achieving this vision will also require improving equitable access to parks, 
tree cover, playgrounds, sports fields, rivers, ponds, beaches, lakes, and 
all of the benefits provided by nature, including America’s public lands 
and waters. Pursuing these and other objectives integral to advancing environ-
mental justice can successfully occur only through meaningful engagement 
and collaboration with underserved and overburdened communities to ad-
dress the adverse conditions they experience and ensure they do not face 
additional disproportionate burdens or underinvestment. 

We have more work to do to make environmental justice a reality for 
our Nation, both for today and for the generations that will follow us. 
Even as many communities in the United States have prospered and thrived 
in recent decades, many other communities have been left behind. Commu-
nities with environmental justice concerns face entrenched disparities that 
are often the legacy of racial discrimination and segregation, redlining, exclu-
sionary zoning, and other discriminatory land use decisions or patterns. 
These decisions and patterns may include the placement of polluting indus-
tries, hazardous waste sites, and landfills in locations that cause cumulative 
impacts to the public health of communities and the routing of highways 
and other transportation corridors in ways that divide neighborhoods. These 
remnants of discrimination persist today.Communities with environmental 
justice concerns exist in all areas of the country, including urban and rural 
areas and areas within the boundaries of Tribal Nations and United States 
Territories. Such communities are found in geographic locations that have 
a significant proportion of people who have low incomes or are otherwise 
adversely affected by persistent poverty or inequality. Such communities 
are also found in places with a significant proportion of people of color, 
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including individuals who are Black, Latino, Indigenous and Native Amer-
ican, Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander. Communities 
with environmental justice concerns also include geographically dispersed 
and mobile populations, such as migrant farmworkers. 

Communities with environmental justice concerns experience dispropor-
tionate and adverse human health or environmental burdens. These burdens 
arise from a number of causes, including inequitable access to clean water, 
clean air, natural places, and resources for other basic human health and 
environmental needs; the concentration of pollution, hazardous waste, and 
toxic exposures; and underinvestment in affordable housing that is safe 
and healthy and in basic infrastructure and services to support such housing, 
including safe drinking water and effective sewage management. The cumu-
lative impacts of exposure to those types of burdens and other stressors, 
including those related to climate change and the environment, further dis-
advantage communities with environmental justice concerns. People in these 
communities suffer from poorer health outcomes and have lower life 
expectancies than those in other communities in our Nation. Moreover, 
gaps in environmental and human health data can conceal these harms 
from public view, and, in doing so, are themselves a persistent and pernicious 
driver of environmental injustice. 

Nearly three decades after the issuance of Executive Order 12898 of February 
11, 1994 (Federal Actions To Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations), the Federal Government must 
build upon and strengthen its commitment to deliver environmental justice 
to all communities across America. Our Nation needs an ambitious approach 
to environmental justice that is informed by scientific research, high-quality 
data, and meaningful Federal engagement with communities with environ-
mental justice concerns and that uses the tools available to the Federal 
Government, including enforcement of civil rights and environmental laws. 
Our Nation must also take further steps to dismantle racial discrimination 
and institutional bias that disproportionately affect the health, environment, 
safety, and resiliency of communities with environmental justice concerns. 

To ensure that the Nation’s policies and investments respond to the needs 
of every community, all people should be afforded the opportunity to mean-
ingfully participate in agency decision-making processes that may affect 
the health of their community or environment. The Federal Government 
must continue to remove barriers to the meaningful involvement of the 
public in such decision-making, particularly those barriers that affect mem-
bers of communities with environmental justice concerns, including those 
related to disability, language access, and lack of resources. The Federal 
Government must also continue to respect Tribal sovereignty and support 
self-governance by ensuring that Tribal Nations are consulted on Federal 
policies that have Tribal implications. In doing so, we must recognize, 
honor, and respect the different cultural practices—including subsistence 
practices, ways of living, Indigenous Knowledge, and traditions—in commu-
nities across America. As our Nation reaffirms our commitment to environ-
mental justice, the Federal Government must continue to be transparent 
about, and accountable for, its actions. 

It is the policy of my Administration to pursue a whole-of-government 
approach to environmental justice. This order builds upon my Administra-
tion’s ongoing efforts to advance environmental justice and equity consistent 
with Executive Order 13985 of January 20, 2021 (Advancing Racial Equity 
and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Govern-
ment), Executive Order 13990 of January 20, 2021 (Protecting Public Health 
and the Environment and Restoring Science To Tackle the Climate Crisis), 
Executive Order 14008 of January 27, 2021 (Tackling the Climate Crisis 
at Home and Abroad), Executive Order 14052 of November 15, 2021 (Imple-
mentation of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act), Executive Order 
14057 of December 8, 2021 (Catalyzing Clean Energy Industries and Jobs 
Through Federal Sustainability), Executive Order 14082 of September 12, 
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2022 (Implementation of the Energy and Infrastructure Provisions of the 
Inflation Reduction Act of 2022), and Executive Order 14091 of February 
16, 2023 (Further Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved 
Communities Through the Federal Government). This order also supplements 
the foundational efforts of Executive Order 12898 to address environmental 
justice. In partnership with State, Tribal, territorial, and local governments, 
as well as community organizations, businesses, and members of the public, 
the Federal Government will advance environmental justice and help create 
a more just and sustainable future for all. 

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order: 
(a) ‘‘Agency’’ means an executive agency as defined by 5 U.S.C. 105, 

excluding the Government Accountability Office and independent regulatory 
agencies, as defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(5). 

(b) ‘‘Environmental justice’’ means the just treatment and meaningful in-
volvement of all people, regardless of income, race, color, national origin, 
Tribal affiliation, or disability, in agency decision-making and other Federal 
activities that affect human health and the environment so that people: 

(i) are fully protected from disproportionate and adverse human health 
and environmental effects (including risks) and hazards, including those 
related to climate change, the cumulative impacts of environmental and 
other burdens, and the legacy of racism or other structural or systemic 
barriers; and 

(ii) have equitable access to a healthy, sustainable, and resilient environ-
ment in which to live, play, work, learn, grow, worship, and engage 
in cultural and subsistence practices. 
(c) ‘‘Federal activity’’ means any agency rulemaking, guidance, policy, 

program, practice, or action that affects or has the potential to affect human 
health and the environment, including an agency action related to climate 
change. Federal activities may include agency actions related to: assuring 
compliance with applicable laws; licensing, permitting, and the reissuance 
of licenses and permits; awarding, conditioning, or oversight of Federal 
funds; and managing Federal resources and facilities. This may also include 
such activities in the District of Columbia and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, 
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and other Territories and possessions of 
the United States. 

(d) ‘‘Tribal Nation’’ means an American Indian or Alaska Native tribe, 
band, nation, pueblo, village, or community that the Secretary of the Interior 
acknowledges as a federally recognized Tribe pursuant to the Federally 
Recognized Indian Tribe List Act of 1994, 25 U.S.C. 5130, 5131. 
Sec. 3. Government-Wide Approach to Environmental Justice. (a) Consistent 
with section 1–101 of Executive Order 12898 and each agency’s statutory 
authority, each agency should make achieving environmental justice part 
of its mission. Each agency shall, as appropriate and consistent with applica-
ble law: 

(i) identify, analyze, and address disproportionate and adverse human 
health and environmental effects (including risks) and hazards of Federal 
activities, including those related to climate change and cumulative impacts 
of environmental and other burdens on communities with environmental 
justice concerns; 

(ii) evaluate relevant legal authorities and, as available and appropriate, 
take steps to address disproportionate and adverse human health and 
environmental effects (including risks) and hazards unrelated to Federal 
activities, including those related to climate change and cumulative impacts 
of environmental and other burdens on communities with environmental 
justice concerns; 

(iii) identify, analyze, and address historical inequities, systemic barriers, 
or actions related to any Federal regulation, policy, or practice that impair 
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the ability of communities with environmental justice concerns to achieve 
or maintain a healthy and sustainable environment; 

(iv) identify, analyze, and address barriers related to Federal activities 
that impair the ability of communities with environmental justice concerns 
to receive equitable access to human health or environmental benefits, 
including benefits related to natural disaster recovery and climate mitiga-
tion, adaptation, and resilience; 

(v) evaluate relevant legal authorities and, as available and appropriate, 
take steps to provide, in consultation with unions and employers, opportu-
nities for workforce training and to support the creation of high-quality 
and well-paying jobs, including union jobs, for people who are part of 
communities with environmental justice concerns; 

(vi) evaluate relevant legal authorities and, where available and appropriate, 
consider adopting or requiring measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
disproportionate and adverse human health and environmental effects 
(including risks) and hazards of Federal activities on communities with 
environmental justice concerns, to the maximum extent practicable, and 
to address any contribution of such Federal activities to adverse effects— 
including cumulative impacts of environmental and other burdens—already 
experienced by such communities; 

(vii) provide opportunities for the meaningful engagement of persons and 
communities with environmental justice concerns who are potentially af-
fected by Federal activities, including by: 

(A) providing timely opportunities for members of the public to share 
information or concerns and participate in decision-making processes; 

(B) fully considering public input provided as part of decision-making 
processes; 

(C) seeking out and encouraging the involvement of persons and commu-
nities potentially affected by Federal activities by: 

(1) ensuring that agencies offer or provide information on a Federal 
activity in a manner that provides meaningful access to individuals 
with limited English proficiency and is accessible to individuals with 
disabilities; 
(2) providing notice of and engaging in outreach to communities or 
groups of people who are potentially affected and who are not regular 
participants in Federal decision-making; and 
(3) addressing, to the extent practicable and appropriate, other barriers 
to participation that individuals may face; and 
(D) providing technical assistance, tools, and resources to assist in facili-

tating meaningful and informed public participation, whenever practicable 
and appropriate; 

(viii) continue to engage in consultation on Federal activities that have 
Tribal implications and potentially affect human health or the environment, 
pursuant to Executive Order 13175 of November 6, 2000 (Consultation 
and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments), the Presidential Memo-
randum of January 26, 2021 (Tribal Consultation and Strengthening Nation- 
to-Nation Relationships), and the Presidential Memorandum of November 
30, 2022 (Uniform Standards for Tribal Consultation), and fulfill obligations 
established pursuant to Executive Order 13007 of May 24, 1996 (Indian 
Sacred Sites); 

(ix) carry out environmental reviews under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq., consistent with the statute 
and its implementing regulations and through the exercise of the agency’s 
expertise and technical judgment, in a manner that: 

(A) analyzes direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of Federal actions 
on communities with environmental justice concerns; 

(B) considers best available science and information on any disparate 
health effects (including risks) arising from exposure to pollution and 
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other environmental hazards, such as information related to the race, 
national origin, socioeconomic status, age, disability, and sex of the individ-
uals exposed; and 

(C) provides opportunities for early and meaningful involvement in 
the environmental review process by communities with environmental 
justice concerns potentially affected by a proposed action, including when 
establishing or revising agency procedures under NEPA; 

(x) in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 
2000d, and agency regulations, ensure that all programs or activities receiv-
ing Federal financial assistance that potentially affect human health or 
the environment do not directly, or through contractual or other arrange-
ments, use criteria, policies, practices, or methods of administration that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national origin; 

(xi) ensure that the public, including members of communities with envi-
ronmental justice concerns, has adequate access to information on Federal 
activities, including planning, regulatory actions, implementation, permit-
ting, compliance, and enforcement related to human health or the environ-
ment, when required under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 
552; the Government in the Sunshine Act, 5 U.S.C. 552b; the Clean Air 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.; the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et 
seq.; the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 
(EPCRA), 42 U.S.C. 11001 et seq.; or other environmental statutes with 
public information provisions; 

(xii) improve collaboration and communication with State, Tribal, terri-
torial, and local governments on programs and activities to advance envi-
ronmental justice; 

(xiii) encourage and, to the extent permitted by law, ensure that Govern-
ment-owned, contractor-operated facilities take appropriate steps to imple-
ment the directives of this order; 

(xiv) consider ways to encourage and, as appropriate, ensure that recipients 
of Federal funds—including recipients of block grant funding—and entities 
subject to contractual, licensing, or other arrangements with Federal agen-
cies advance environmental justice; 

(xv) develop internal mechanisms to achieve the goals of this order, includ-
ing by: 

(A) creating performance metrics and other means of accountability; 

(B) identifying and dedicating staff, funding, and other resources; and 

(C) providing appropriate professional development and training of agen-
cy staff; and 

(xvi) consistent with section 2–2 of Executive Order 12898, ensure that 
Federal activities do not have the effect of: 

(A) excluding persons, including populations, from participation in Fed-
eral activities on the basis of their race, color, or national origin; 

(B) denying persons, including populations, the benefits of Federal activi-
ties on the basis of their race, color, or national origin; or 

(C) subjecting persons, including populations, to discrimination on the 
basis of their race, color, or national origin. 
(b) The Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) shall: 
(i) in carrying out responsibilities under section 309 of the Clean Air 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 7609, assess whether each agency analyzes and avoids 
or mitigates disproportionate human health and environmental effects on 
communities with environmental justice concerns; and 

(ii) report annually to the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) and the White House Environmental Justice Interagency Council 
(Interagency Council) described in section 7 of this order on EPA’s Clean 
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Air Act section 309 reviews regarding communities with environmental 
justice concerns and provide recommendations on legislative, regulatory, 
or policy options to advance environmental justice in Federal decision- 
making. 
(c) In carrying out assigned responsibilities under Executive Order 12250 

of November 2, 1980 (Leadership and Coordination of Nondiscrimination 
Laws), the Attorney General shall assess agency efforts to ensure compliance 
with civil rights laws in programs and activities receiving Federal financial 
assistance that potentially affect human health or the environment and shall 
report annually based on publicly available information to the Chair of 
CEQ regarding any relevant pending or closed litigation. 
Sec. 4. Environmental Justice Strategic Plans. (a) No later than 18 months 
after the date of this order and every 4 years thereafter, each agency shall 
submit to the Chair of CEQ and make available to the public online an 
Environmental Justice Strategic Plan. 

(b) Each Environmental Justice Strategic Plan shall, based on guidance 
provided by the Chair of CEQ under section 9 of this order, set forth 
the agency’s vision, goals, priority actions, and metrics to address and ad-
vance environmental justice and to fulfill the directives of this order, includ-
ing through the identification of new staffing, policies, regulations, or guid-
ance documents. 

(c) Each Environmental Justice Strategic Plan shall also identify and address 
opportunities through regulations, policies, permits, or other means to im-
prove accountability and compliance with any statute the agency administers 
that affects the health and environment of communities with environmental 
justice concerns. Such measures may include: 

(i) increasing public reporting by regulated entities; 

(ii) expanding use of pollution measurement and other environmental 
impact or compliance assessment tools such as fenceline monitoring; 

(iii) improving the effectiveness of remedies to provide relief to individuals 
and communities with environmental justice concerns, such as remedies 
that penalize and deter violations and promote future compliance, includ-
ing harm mitigation and corrective action; and 

(iv) considering whether to remove exemptions or waivers that may under-
mine the achievement of human health or environmental standards. 
(d) No later than 2 years after the submission of an Environmental Justice 

Strategic Plan, each agency shall submit to the Chair of CEQ, and make 
available to the public, an Environmental Justice Assessment that evaluates, 
based on guidance provided by the Chair of CEQ under section 9 of this 
order, the effectiveness of the agency’s Environmental Justice Strategic Plan. 
The Environmental Justice Assessment shall include an evaluation of: 

(i) the agency’s progress in implementing its Environmental Justice Stra-
tegic Plan; 

(ii) any barriers to implementing the agency’s Environmental Justice Stra-
tegic Plan; and 

(iii) steps taken to address any barriers identified. 
(e) An agency’s completion of an Environmental Justice Strategic Plan 

and Environmental Justice Assessment shall satisfy the requirements of sec-
tion 1–103 of Executive Order 12898. 

(f) The Environmental Justice Scorecard established under section 223(d) 
of Executive Order 14008 shall address agency progress toward achieving 
the goals outlined in this order and shall include, among other items, a 
section on agencies’ Environmental Justice Strategic Plans and Environmental 
Justice Assessments. 

(g) The Chair of CEQ may request additional periodic reports, information, 
or evaluations on environmental justice issues from agencies. 

(h) Independent regulatory agencies are strongly encouraged to comply 
with the provisions of this order and to provide a notice to the Chair 
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of CEQ of their intention to do so. The Chair of CEQ shall make such 
notices publicly available and maintain a list online of such agencies. 
Sec. 5. Research, Data Collection, and Analysis to Advance Environmental 
Justice. (a) To address the need for a coordinated Federal strategy to identify 
and address gaps in science, data, and research related to environmental 
justice, the Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) 
shall establish an Environmental Justice Subcommittee of the National 
Science and Technology Council (Environmental Justice Subcommittee). 

(i) The Director of OSTP, in consultation with the Chair of CEQ, shall 
designate at least two co-chairs of the Environmental Justice Subcommittee 
and may designate additional co-chairs as appropriate. The membership 
of the Subcommittee shall consist of representatives of agencies invited 
by the Director, in consultation with the Chair of CEQ. 

(ii) The Environmental Justice Subcommittee and the Interagency Council 
described in section 7 of this order shall hold an annual summit on 
the connection of science, data, and research with policy and action 
on environmental justice. 

(iii) The Environmental Justice Subcommittee shall prepare, and update 
biennially, an Environmental Justice Science, Data, and Research Plan 
(Research Plan) to: 

(A) analyze any gaps and inadequacies in data collection and scientific 
research related to environmental justice, with a focus on gaps and inad-
equacies that may affect agencies’ ability to advance environmental justice, 
including through the Environmental Justice Strategic Plans required under 
section 4 of this order; 

(B) identify opportunities for agencies to coordinate with the research 
efforts of State, Tribal, territorial, and local governments; academic institu-
tions; communities; the private sector; the non-profit sector; and other 
relevant actors to accelerate the development of data, research, and tech-
niques—including consideration of Indigenous Knowledge—to address 
gaps and inadequacies in data collection and scientific research that may 
affect agencies’ ability to advance environmental justice; 

(C) provide recommendations to agencies on the development and use 
of science, data, and research to support environmental justice policy 
and the agency responsibilities outlined in section 3 of this order; 

(D) provide recommendations to the Chair of CEQ on data sources 
to include in the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool established 
pursuant to section 222(a) of Executive Order 14008; 

(E) provide recommendations to agencies on ethical standards, privacy 
protections, and other requirements for the development and use of science, 
data, and research addressed in the Research Plan, including recommenda-
tions with respect to engaging in consultation with and obtaining consent 
of Tribal Nations; and 

(F) provide recommendations to agencies on: 
(1) encouraging participatory science, such as research or data collec-
tion undertaken by communities or the public, and, as appropriate, 
integrating such science into agency decision-making processes; 
(2) taking steps to ensure or encourage, as appropriate, that collections 
of data related to environmental justice include data from the Terri-
tories and possessions of the United States; 
(3) improving the public accessibility of research and information pro-
duced or distributed by the Federal Government, including through 
the use of machine-readable formats, where appropriate; 
(4) disaggregating environmental risk, exposure, and health data by 
race, national origin, income, socioeconomic status, age, sex, dis-
ability, and other readily accessible and appropriate categories; 
(5) identifying and addressing data collection challenges related to 
patterns of historical or ongoing racial discrimination and bias; 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 15:47 Apr 25, 2023 Jkt 259001 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 4705 Sfmt 4790 E:\FR\FM\26APE0.SGM 26APE0dd
ru

m
he

lle
r 

on
 D

S
K

12
0R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 P
R

E
S

D
O

C
-E

0



25258 Federal Register / Vol. 88, No. 80 / Wednesday, April 26, 2023 / Presidential Documents 

(6) analyzing cumulative impacts (including risks) from multiple 
sources, pollutants or chemicals, and exposure pathways, and account-
ing for non-chemical stressors and current and anticipated climate 
change; 
(7) in collaboration with Tribal Nations, as appropriate, collecting, 
maintaining, and analyzing information on consumption patterns of 
fish, wildlife, and plants related to subsistence and cultural practices 
of Tribal and Indigenous populations; 
(8) providing opportunities for meaningful engagement for commu-
nities with environmental justice concerns on the development and 
design of data collection and research strategies relevant to those com-
munities; and 
(9) implementing sections 3–3 and 4–4 of Executive Order 12898 in 
an efficient and effective manner. 

(b) Consistent with sections 3–3 and 4–4 of Executive Order 12898, each 
agency shall take appropriate steps, considering the recommendations of 
the Environmental Justice Subcommittee, to promote the development of 
research and data related to environmental justice, including enhancing 
the collection of data, supporting the creation of tools to improve the consid-
eration of environmental justice in decision-making, providing analyses of 
cumulative impacts and risks, and promoting science needed to inform 
decisions that advance environmental justice. 

(c) When conducting research and data collection in furtherance of the 
directives in this order and Executive Order 12898, agencies shall comply 
with applicable regulations and directives, including those related to stand-
ards of ethics for the protection of human subjects, such as those set forth 
in Executive Order 12975 of October 3, 1995 (Protection of Human Research 
Subjects and Creation of National Bioethics Advisory Commission), and 
the Presidential Memorandum of January 27, 2021 (Restoring Trust in Govern-
ment Through Scientific Integrity and Evidence-Based Policymaking). 
Sec. 6. Community Notification on Toxic Chemical Releases. To ensure 
that the public, including members of communities with environmental 
justice concerns, receives timely information about releases of toxic chemicals 
that may affect them and health and safety measures available to address 
such releases: 

(a) Each agency shall report in accordance with sections 301 through 
313 of EPCRA after considering applicable EPA guidance and without regard 
to the Standard Industrial Classification or North American Industry Classi-
fication System delineations. 

(b) No later than 6 weeks following a release requiring notification by 
an agency under section 304(a) of EPCRA, the notifying agency shall hold 
a public meeting providing the information required under section 304(b)(2) 
of EPCRA, including information on the nature of the release, known or 
anticipated health risks, and the proper precautions to take as a result. 
The agency shall provide notice of a public meeting no later than 72 hours 
after a release. 

(c) The Administrator of EPA shall evaluate available legal authorities 
and consider any additional steps it may require or encourage non-Federal 
facilities that report releases under EPCRA to undertake in connection with 
the report. 

(d) The Administrator of EPA shall provide the Environmental Justice 
Subcommittee established by section 5 of this order with an annual report 
on trends in data in the Toxic Release Inventory established by section 
313 of EPCRA to inform the development of the Research Plan required 
under section 5(a)(iii) of this order. 
Sec. 7. White House Environmental Justice Interagency Council. (a) Section 
1–102(b) of Executive Order 12898, as amended by section 220(a) of Executive 
Order 14008, and further amended by section 4(b) of Executive Order 14082, 
creating the White House Environmental Justice Interagency Council, is 
amended to read as follows: 
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‘‘(b) Membership. The Interagency Council shall consist of the following 
additional members: 

(i) the Secretary of State; 

(ii) the Secretary of Defense; 

(iii) the Attorney General; 

(iv) the Secretary of the Interior; 

(v) the Secretary of Agriculture; 

(vi) the Secretary of Commerce; 

(vii) the Secretary of Labor; 

(viii) the Secretary of Health and Human Services; 

(ix) the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development; 

(x) the Secretary of Transportation; 

(xi) the Secretary of Energy; 

(xii) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; 

(xiii) the Secretary of Homeland Security; 

(xiv) the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(xv) the Director of the Office of Management and Budget; 

(xvi) the Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers; 

(xvii) the Administrator of General Services; 

(xviii) the Executive Director of the Federal Permitting Improvement Steer-
ing Council; 

(xix) the Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy; 

(xx) the Assistant to the President and National Climate Advisor; 

(xxi) the Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy; 

(xxii) the Assistant to the President for Economic Policy; 

(xxiii) the Executive Director of the White House Gender Policy Council; 

(xxiv) the Senior Advisor to the President for Clean Energy Innovation 
and Implementation; and 

(xxv) other relevant agency heads as determined by the Chair of CEQ.’’ 
(b) Section 1–102(d) of Executive Order 12898, as amended by section 

220(a) of Executive Order 14008, is further amended by adding the following 
sentence at the end: ‘‘The Interagency Council shall support and facilitate 
interagency collaboration on programs and activities related to environmental 
justice, including the development of materials for environmental justice 
training to build the capacity of Federal employees to advance environmental 
justice and to increase the meaningful participation of individuals from 
communities with environmental justice concerns in Federal activities.’’ 

(c) Section 1–102(g) of Executive Order 12898, as amended by section 
220(a) of Executive Order 14008, is amended to read as follows: ‘‘Officers. 
The head of each agency on the Interagency Council shall designate an 
Environmental Justice Officer within the agency with the authority to rep-
resent the agency on the Interagency Council and with the responsibility 
for leading agency planning and implementation of the agency’s Environ-
mental Justice Strategic Plan, coordinating with CEQ and other agencies, 
and performing such other duties related to advancing environmental justice 
as the head of the agency deems appropriate.’’ 

(d) Section 1–102 of Executive Order 12898, as amended by section 220(a) 
of Executive Order 14008, is further amended by adding the following at 
the end: 
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‘‘(h) Memorandum of Understanding. The Interagency Council shall adopt 
a Memorandum of Understanding among its members that sets forth the 
objectives, structure, and planned operations of the Interagency Council. 

(i) Public meetings. In coordination with the White House Environmental 
Justice Advisory Council, the Interagency Council shall hold at least one 
public meeting per year. The Interagency Council shall prepare, for public 
review, a summary of the comments and recommendations discussed at 
public meetings of the Interagency Council. 

(j) Clearinghouse. The Administrator of EPA, in coordination with the 
Interagency Council, shall, no later than March 31, 2024, establish a public, 
internet-based, whole-of-government clearinghouse composed of culturally 
and linguistically appropriate and accessible materials related to environ-
mental justice, including: 

(i) information describing the activities of the members of the Interagency 
Council to address issues relating to environmental justice; 

(ii) information on technical assistance, tools, and resources to assist com-
munities with environmental justice concerns in building capacity for 
public participation; 

(iii) copies of training materials developed by the Interagency Council 
or its members to help individuals and employees understand and carry 
out environmental justice activities; and 

(iv) any other information deemed appropriate by the Administrator, in 
coordination with the Interagency Council.’’ 
(e) Section 5–5(a) of Executive Order 12898 is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘The public may submit recommendations to Federal agencies relating to 
the incorporation of environmental justice principles into Federal agency 
programs or policies. Each Federal agency shall convey such recommenda-
tions to the Interagency Council.’’ 
Sec. 8. White House Office of Environmental Justice. (a) The White House 
Office of Environmental Justice is hereby established within CEQ. 

(b) The Office shall be headed by a Federal Chief Environmental Justice 
Officer, who shall be appointed by the President. The Federal Chief Environ-
mental Justice Officer shall advance environmental justice initiatives, includ-
ing by coordinating the development of policies, programs, and partnerships 
to achieve the policies set forth in this order; identifying opportunities 
for collaboration and coordination with State, Tribal, territorial, and local 
governments; supporting the Interagency Council; and advising the Chair 
of CEQ and the Interagency Council on environmental justice matters. 

(c) The heads of all agencies shall cooperate with the Federal Chief Environ-
mental Justice Officer and provide such information, support, and assistance 
as the Federal Chief Environmental Justice Officer may request, as appro-
priate. 
Sec. 9. Guidance. Within 6 months of the date of this order, the Chair 
of CEQ shall issue interim guidance, in consultation with the Interagency 
Council, to inform agency implementation of this order, and shall request 
recommendations on the guidance from the White House Environmental 
Justice Advisory Council established by Executive Order 14008 (Advisory 
Council). To reduce redundancy and streamline reporting obligations, the 
interim guidance shall identify ways for agencies to align other related 
efforts, such as obligations that agencies may have under Executive Order 
13985 and Executive Order 14008. Within 18 months of the date of this 
order, the Chair of CEQ shall issue final guidance after considering any 
recommendations of the Advisory Council. The Chair of CEQ may revise 
any guidance, or issue additional guidance under this order, as appropriate, 
and shall consider any additional recommendations made by the Advisory 
Council in issuing or revising guidance under this section. 

Sec. 10. Reports to the President. Within 1 year of the date for the submission 
of agency Environmental Justice Strategic Plans to the Chair of CEQ under 
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section 4(a) of this order, the Chair shall, after consultation with the Inter-
agency Council and after considering recommendations from the Advisory 
Council, submit to the President a report that describes the implementation 
of this order, includes each agency’s Environmental Justice Strategic Plan, 
provides recommendations for additional steps to advance environmental 
justice, and, beginning with the second report, also provides any insights 
gathered from each agency’s Environmental Justice Assessment required 
under section 4(d) of this order. 

Sec. 11. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
April 21, 2023. 

[FR Doc. 2023–08955 

Filed 4–25–23; 8:45 am] 

Billing code 3395–F3–P 
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SPENCER J. COX 
Governor 

DEIDRE M. HENDERSON 
Lieutenant Governor 

 

 

1594 West North Temple, Suite 220, PO Box 146300, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6300 
telephone (801) 538-7240  facsimile (801) 538-7467  www.waterrights.utah.gov 

State of Utah 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Division of Water Rights 
JOEL FERRY TERESA WILHELMSEN 
Executive Director State Engineer/Division Director 

       April 28, 2023 
 
BRANDON GEORGE, PRESIDENT 
CORN CREEK IRRIGATION COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 51 
KANOSH, UT  84637 
 

UT DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS – DAM SAFETY SECTION 
 

DAM INSPECTION REPORT – 2023 
 

Dam Name / Number Corn Creek / UT00322 
Inspection Date April 27, 2023 Hazard rating  High 
Weather Sunny, 69° Rating is appropriate? Yes 
Reservoir Level, ft At outlet elevation SOP is current?* No 
Date of last outlet insp. Unknown EAP is current?* No 
Spillway Flow, cfs 0 EAP is distributed?* No 
  *Based on conversation with the Owner’s representative. 

 
Representatives at the Inspection: 

Name Representing 
Stan Koyle, Loren Schumway,  

Hayden George Corn Creek Irrigation Company 

Shane Brunson Millard County Sherriff’s Office 
Collin Pace Division of Water Rights Regional Office 

Chuck Williamson Division of Water Rights, Dam Safety 
 

Checklist Item Necessary Action, Maintenance and/or Repair: 

1 - 6, 8 
Remove all sagebrush and other woody vegetation from the dam embankment. 
Monitor the dam for rodent activity.  When encountered exterminate and 
completely backfill burrows. 

7 Remove willow from the upstream toe of the dam. 

10 
Remove woody vegetation from the reservoir basin.  Fill the abandoned 
culinary line that connects the reservoir basin to the downstream toe near the 
north corner with grout. 

12 Remove willow from the spillway intake. 
15 Remove woody vegetation and obstructions from the spillway channel. 
16 Exercise outlet controls at least annually. 
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18 Monitor the outlet intake for woody debris accumulation and remove as 
necessary. 

20, 21 Remove willow from the discharge channel and outlet stilling basin. 
25 Install rodent screens on all toe drains. 

 
Checklist Item Comments: 

EAP/SOP 
Please review your Emergency Action Plan (EAP)/Standard Operating Plan 
(SOP) and update as necessary.  Copies of the EAP and SOP should be 
distributed to this office and appropriate agencies. 

 We understand that Brandon George is the new president of the irrigation 
company.  Dam Safety records have been updated to reflect this change. 

 
Embankment N/A Not Inspected Inundated Good Monitor Maintenance Critical 

1. Crest ---       
2. Upstream Slope ---       
3. Downstream Slope ---       
4. Groins ---       

 
Abutment/Foundation N/A Not Inspected Inundated Good Monitor Maintenance Critical 

5. Left Abutment ---       
6. Right Abutment ---       
7. Upstream Toe ---       
8. Downstream Toe ---       

 
Reservoir Basin N/A Not Inspected Inundated Good Monitor Maintenance Critical 

9. Shore Stability ---       
10. Reservoir Basin ---       

 
Spillway N/A Not Inspected Inundated Good Monitor Maintenance Critical 

11. Freeboard        
12. Intake        
13. Concrete Structures        
14. Stilling Basin        
15. Discharge Channel        

 
Outlet N/A Not Inspected Inundated Good Monitor Maintenance Critical 

16. Controls         
17. Venting         
18. Intake        
19. Conduit        
20. Stilling Basin        
21. Discharge Channel        
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Instrumentation N/A Not Inspected Inundated Good Monitor Maintenance Critical 

22. Monuments        
23. Staff Gage        
24. Piezometers        
25. Drains        
26. Other        

27. Readings  Received 
Yes No 

Reviewed 
Yes No 

    
 

Photo #1  

 
 

Caption: Rodent burrows near dam crest. 
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Photo #2  

 
 

Caption: Willow growth in spillway intake. 
 

Photo #3  

 
 

Caption: Trees growing in reservoir basin. 
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Photo #4  

 
 

Caption: Willow growth in outlet discharge channel. 
 
This report presents the results of an engineering evaluation of the dam and appurtenant structures based 
on visual observations and discussions with the Owner’s representative at the time of the inspection.  
The status and performance of the dam may vary with time and changing conditions. 
 
This inspection does not relieve the Owner/Operator of the legal duties, obligations, or liabilities incident 
to ownership and operation of the dam and reservoir. 
 
This inspection does not include an assessment of site safety related to facility personnel and public 
access.  
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Your cooperation is appreciated.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Chuck 
Williamson at (801) 538-7404. 

Sincerely,

Everett W. Taylor, P.E. 
Assistant State Engineer

EWT/tg

pc: Terry Monroe - Water Rights Regional Engineer, terrymonroe@utah.gov
Shane Brunson Emergency Manager Millard County Sheriff`s Office, 
SBrunson@co.millard.ut.us  
brandongeorge@ipsc.com

Everett W. TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTayaayayayayayaayayaayaayaaayaayayaaaayayaayayaayaayaayayayyayayayayyayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyylollololololololoolololololooololoolololloololoololoololllolollolllollolololoolloloooolloooloololoolollooolllollolllololoolllooolollolooooor, P.E. 
Assistant State Engineer
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