
WASHINGTON COUNTY SOIL AND WATER USDA LOCAL WORK GROUP MEETING MINUTES 

 

November 20, 2024 

USDA Service Center 

10 M & M Place 

Machias, ME 02654 

Attendence 

Ashley Martone, District Conservationist USDA-NRCS 

Alex van Boer Natural Resources Specialist USDA-NRCS 

Laura Flannery and husband Jeff, Organic Blueberry growers from Charlotte 

SWCD Board Members 

Stephen Follette, Board Chair, Professional Forester from Talmadge 

Ronald Ramsay, retired educator and blueberry grower from Addison 

Timmothy Tabbutt, Blueberry grower 

Al May, farmer and forest land owner 

Geneva Duncan-Frost, Professional Forester and blueberry grower 

Matt Kelly, SWCD Conservation Technician 

Nate Pennell, Note Taker and District Manager SWCD 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4 p m 

Introductions were made. 

Ashley Martone, DC had prepared a slide show which was projected onto a wall so that all could 
see clearly. 

Ashley explained each slide. 

The objectives and purposes of the meeting was explained. 

She also explained how to apply for each program. 

First visit with USDA-Farm Services with a copy of your deed to get enrolled there. 

Ten visit with NRCS staff to explain what was being requested. 

Ashley explained the application process and with the slides the steps in the process, 



Ranking of applications usually is in mid-January with notifications usually mid- March,. 

The funds would be obligated in June. 

 

It was noted that this might delay blueberry practices to later due to harvest in July and August. 

 

Ashley discussed and showed slides explaining the programs available and how this arear 
compared to other places in Maine. 

EQUIP, IRA-Climate Smart, Blueberry Mulching and local pools were discussed. 

The recommendations were: 

Cropland   65% 

Forestry    35% 

 

Several questions were asked and answered.  Discussion was also had on the need for an NRCS 
Sulfur practice for blueberries where a lime practice is now available for conventional 
producers;  Sulfur serves the same purpose and practice intent for optimal pH needs as the lime 
practice.  Sulfur helps address weeds, especially in organic fields, and crop productivity, as well as 
other benefits for blueberries.   
Discussion about needs of organic, veggie, and Animal Feeding Operations in this District.  Some 
materials will be posted on the District’s new web site. 

                A general discussion of Local Ranking Questions  occurred at this Local Work Group 
Meeting.  Final decisions on FY26 Local Pool ranking questions will be decided next month. 

                All were thanked for coming and participating.  The meeting adjourned at 5:20 P M 
.  Refreshments were served.   

Nate Pennell,  Note Taker 

 


