
Inflation Reduction Act in Action:
Funding Helps Wisconsin Producers Make Their 
Farm the Best it Can Be

Quick Farm Facts
Location: New Richmond,  
WI

Operation Type: Crops

Climate-Smart Practices: 
Grassed Waterway, Wildlife 
Habitat Planting, and Tree/
Shrub Establishment.

The Inflation Reduction 
Act (IRA) 
IRA represents the single 
largest investment in climate 
and clean energy solutions in 
American history. It provides 
an additional $19.5 billion over 
five years for climate-smart 
agriculture through existing 
NRCS conservation programs. 
nrcs.usda.gov/inflation-
reduction-act.

Climate-Smart Agriculture 
and Forestry (CSAF)
is an integrated approach that 
enables farmers, ranchers, and 
forest landowners to respond 
to climate change by reducing 
or removing GHG emissions 
(mitigation) and adapting and 
building resilience (adaptation), 
while sustainably increasing 
agricultural productivity and 
incomes. View the practice list.

How to Apply 
Learn more about the exciting 
opportunities to use Inflation 
Reduction Act funds for  
forest land conservation 
at your local USDA Service 
Center, which you can find at  
farmers.gov/working-with-us/
USDA-service-centers.

Dan and Sheila Dittman of New Richmond, 
Wisconsin, run a produce farm called 
The Back 80 and grow a wide variety 
of vegetables and grains using organic 
principles for a Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) program, farmers 
markets, and direct sales.

Their land has been in Dan’s family since 
his grandparents purchased it in 1950, 
and it had previously been farmed using 
conventional methods. 

Dan and Sheila first contacted Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
professionals at their local USDA Service 
Center for guidance on repairing a non-
functioning grassed waterway, which led 
to a conservation plan that addressed 
their resource concerns. 

“Our land was farmed conventionally for 
50-plus years, and the waterways needed 
repair,” Dan explained. “Because we farm 
on highly erodible land, it is very important 
that we have proper water run off that 
doesn’t wash through our garden beds.”

Dan and Sheila received financial 
assistance through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to 
implement climate-smart conservation 
practices such as grassed waterway, 
wildlife habitat planting, and tree/shrub 
establishment, thanks to the Inflation 
Reduction Act.

“We’ve been turned down for many things 
so far in our career,” said Dan, “Being 
accepted felt good!”

The Inflation Reduction Act provides 
an additional $19.5 billion for NRCS to 
deliver financial and technical assistance 
to producers for Climate-Smart 
Agriculture and Forestry Mitigation 
Activities through existing USDA 
conservation programs like EQIP.  

When applied appropriately, these 
activities are expected to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions or increase 
carbon sequestration.  

“This was our first time working with 
NRCS,” said Sheila, “and the people  
we’ve dealt with have been really great and 
helpful. NRCS is a very accommodating 
organization.”

Luke Breitenbach, NRCS Soil 
Conservationist with the USDA Service 
Center in Baldwin, worked one-on-one 
with Dan and Sheila to install their wildlife 
plantings and noted that the habitat 
planting and tree/shrub establishment, 
a benefit to pollinators, built onto the 
climate-smart conservation efforts of 
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their initial grassed waterway request. Establishing wildlife 
habitat plantings, trees, and shrubs can help sequester 
carbon and have other natural resource co-benefits.

“Pollinator habitats are a very beneficial part of vegetable 
production,” said Dan. “Not only do they add beauty to the 
farm, but they also create a natural space for pollinators and 
beneficial insects as well.” 

Since working with NRCS, Dan and Sheila have accomplished 
a variety of conservation projects on their land. All their 
contracted grassed waterways have been installed and 
are doing great, including their recently reseeded main 
waterway. They have planted a flourishing pollinator habitat 
with several thousand prairie plugs they grew independently. 

Dan and Sheila recommend that other producers look into 
getting assistance from NRCS.

“You’ll never know if it’s possible if you don’t ask,” said Dan, 
“We’d just like to thank NRCS for helping us make The Back 
80 the best it can [be] in soil and nature conservation.”  
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