
system resiliency by improving soil quality, 
while also helping manage soil aggregate 
instability. Mulching with natural materials 
helps reduce soil compaction and erosion, 
while also increasing organic matter and 
reducing sediment runoff. Both practices 
can also help to enhance soil carbon 
sequestration, which is key to helping 
mitigate climate change in agriculture.

Erica and her family added cover crops into 
their farming rotation system nearly twenty 
years ago. 

Inflation Reduction Act in Action:
Funding Drives Climate Change Mitigation and Resiliency on 
Maine Potato Farm

Maine farmers harvested more than 
a quarter of a billion dollars’ worth of 
potatoes in 2023 from the fertile loam soils 
of northern New England. In Aroostook 
County, potatoes are the dominant farm 
crop and harvest season continues through 
October. However, for potato grower Erica 
Peabody, who farms with her husband and 
father on Fitzpatrick & Peabody Farm, she 
already has her eye on the years to come.

“Climate change is impacting all of us,” Erica 
said. “I believe that you will continue to see 
growers armoring their soils to be the best 
that they can be with more organic matter, 
greater diversity in the crops planted in 
rotation, reduced risk pesticide use, and 
much more.” 

Thanks to the additional funding provided 
by the Inflation Reduction Act, producers 
like Erica have additional help to continue 
their success well into the future, and 
they will in-turn help mitigate climate 
change. The Inflation Reduction Act 
provides an additional $19.5 billion for 
NRCS to deliver financial and technical 
assistance to producers for climate-smart 
mitigation activities through existing USDA 
conservation programs.

Using this additional funding provided 
through the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s (NRCS) 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), Erica will help build on the family’s 
decades of conservation work focused on 
optimizing soil health.

“Soil health is the focus of every farmer,” 
Erica said. “One of our greatest resources 
is our soil, and how we take care of that soil 
has a very significant impact on our crop 
tonnage, quality and the environment.”

Fitzpatrick & Peabody Farm will utilize two 
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry 
Mitigation Activities—cover cropping and 
mulching. Cover crops help build cropping 
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Erica Peabody poses with her farm’s potato 
harvest in Houlton, Maine. Photo credit: Redsup 
Photography

Quick Farm Facts
Location:  Houlton, Maine

Operation Type: Crops

Climate-Smart Practices: 
Cover Crop, Mulching

The Inflation Reduction  
Act (IRA) 
IRA represents the single 
largest investment in climate 
and clean energy solutions in 
American history. It provides 
an additional $19.5 billion over 
five years for climate-smart 
agriculture through existing 
NRCS conservation programs. 
nrcs.usda.gov/inflation-
reduction-act.

Climate-Smart Agriculture 
and Forestry (CSAF)
is an integrated approach that 
enables farmers, ranchers, and 
forest landowners to respond 
to climate change by reducing 
or removing GHG emissions 
(mitigation) and adapting and 
building resilience (adaptation), 
while sustainably increasing 
agricultural productivity and 
incomes. View the practice list.

How to Apply 
Learn more about the exciting 
opportunities to use Inflation 
Reduction Act funds for  
forest land conservation 
at your local USDA Service 
Center, which you can find at  
farmers.gov/working-with-us/
USDA-service-centers.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
http://farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
http://farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
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“Our farm has a long history of working with NRCS on various 
conservation projects,” Erica explained. “Several years ago, 
we started mulching following the harvest of the potato crop 
to help reduce soil erosion during the months that crops are 
not growing. Recently, we have worked with NRCS on cover 
cropping and moved to multi-species cover cropping (and) 
experimenting with different species mixtures.”

The cover crop mixes on the potato farm vary, but always 
include a rye grass. Erica said the rye grass returns carbon to 
the soil, which they cannot apply like other nutrients.

“We also include a red clover for its nitrogen fixing properties 
to help feed a growing cover crop,” Erica said. “The mix 
includes a Brassica with a taproot for loosening the soil and 
another Brassica for its disease-suppressive properties.”

Erica said they are optimistic about their farm’s future by 
being able to continue implementing resilient conservation 
practices through Inflation Reduction Act funding. As the old 
saying goes—“the future looks bright” for the Fitzpatrick & 
Peabody Farm.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

The Peabodys are working with NRCS on multi-species cover cropping mixtures to improve soil health on their fields. Photo credit: Phil Quint, NRCS

Erica Peabody’s children Piersen (left), Barrett R. and Aimee, pose for 
a photo at their family’s farmstand in Houlton, Maine. Photo credit: 
Redsup Photography

The Peabody’s have been working with NRCS on various conservation 
projects, and several years ago started mulching with locally grown 
hay following the harvest of the potato crop to help reduce soil erosion 
during the months that crops are not growing. Photo credit: Phil Quint, 
NRCS

http://www.farmers.gov



