
gas emissions or increase carbon 
sequestration. 

“We think about [climate change] every 
day,” said Jessica. “Like many producers and 
people who work intimately on the land, we 
are seeing both subtle and drastic changes 
and pressures every season; whether it is 
extreme weather and wind events, drought 
and heat conditions, heavy wildfire smoke, 
or the subtle shifting of seasonal frost 
dates.”

Jessica and Jeremy selected these specific 
CSP enhancements to support their vision 
of being one of many diverse, small-scale 
farms and ranches playing the role of 
“connective tissue” – creating critical 
habitat between the forests and the farms/
ranches within the larger landscape, while 
also enhancing soil carbon and sequestering 
carbon in perennial plants, shrubs, and 
trees. Many miles of neighboring large 
pastures and hay fields up and down the 
valley are largely devoid of pollinator 
habitat, which is part of the reason they 
chose a diverse cover crop mix including 
peas, oats, rye, vetch, phacelia, buckwheat, 
radish, turnip, mustard, and a wide mix of 
clovers. Their contract covers just over nine 
of their total 10.4 acres of land.

Inflation Reduction Act in Action:
Small Farm Making Big Changes That Benefit Idaho Community

In a corner of Salmon, Idaho, magic is 
happening. Bit by bit, Jessica McAleese 
and Jeremy Shreve are working 
together and with the land to transform 
former pastureland into a diverse and 
regenerative farm-scape. Where once 
there were just a handful of species of 
birds, now there are more than 100, 
residing, feeding, or nesting at, or 
migrating through Swift River Farm 
each year. A riot of different annual 
and perennial crops, trees, shrubs, and 
flowers now create a colorful palette 
contrasting the acres of grazed, hayed, and 
monochrome green pastureland just on 
the other side of the fence line. 

Thanks to additional funding from the 
Inflation Reduction Act provided through 
USDA’s Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP), Jessica and Jeremy 
are getting help implementing several 
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry 
Mitigation Activiti es called enhancements. 
Through CSP, USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) helps 
producers enhance their existing 
conservation efforts, using new practices 
or enhancing existing practices, based on 
their management objectives. The CSP 
enhancements Jessica and Jeremy chose 
include conservation cover for pollinators 
and beneficial insects, establishment of 
Monarch butterfly habitat, planting tree 
and shrubs for wildlife food, intensive 
cover cropping to increase soil health and 
soil organic matter content, and mulching 
with natural materials in specialty crops 
for weed control.

The Inflation Reduction Act provides 
an additional $19.5 billion for NRCS to 
deliver financial and technical assistance 
to producers for climate-smart mitigation 
activities through existing USDA 
conservation programs, like CSP.  When 
applied appropriately, these activities 
are expected to reduce greenhouse 
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Jessica McAleese stands next to an Inflation 
Reduction Act sign in the heart of Swift River 
Farm. Photo credit: Mindi Rambo, NRCS

Quick Farm Facts
Location: Salmon, Idaho

Operation Type: Crops

Climate-Smart Practices: 
Conservation cover for 
pollinators and beneficial insects. 
Establish Monarch butterfly 
habitat, for weed control.

The Inflation Reduction  
Act (IRA) 
IRA represents the single largest 
investment in climate and clean 
energy solutions in American 
history. It provides an additional 
$19.5 billion over five years 
for climate-smart agriculture 
through existing NRCS 
conservation programs. nrcs.
usda.gov/inflation-reduction-act.

Climate-Smart Agriculture 
and Forestry (CSAF)
is an integrated approach that 
enables farmers, ranchers, and 
forest landowners to respond 
to climate change by reducing 
or removing GHG emissions 
(mitigation) and adapting and 
building resilience (adaptation), 
while sustainably increasing 
agricultural productivity and 
incomes. View the practice list.

How to Apply 
Learn more about the exciting 
opportunities to use Inflation 
Reduction Act funds for  
forest land conservation at your 
local USDA Service Center, which 
you can find at  
farmers.gov/working-with-us/
USDA-service-centers.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/priorities/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
http://farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
http://farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
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“There are so many Conservation Stewardship Program 
enhancements applicable to a farm of our size…It was hard to 
choose,” Jessica said. “We were already doing many of them 
and had plans to expand our efforts in the coming years.”

Jessica is appreciative of the support she’s received from 
NRCS, and she’s seeing the results.

“It’s nice to see things thriving,” Jessica said. “The milkweed 
is spreading seed. We put in hundreds of bareroot shrubs 
and trees—almost all have survived. The elderberry is 
getting huge!”

Jessica and Jeremy are not only passionate about restoring 
the biodiversity of their corner of Idaho, they are also keen 
to share with others. Swift River Farm often hosts single-day 
workshops on seed starting, composting, pollinator habitat, 
and many other topics on their farm. They have served as 
mentors for small-scale producers, offering time and support 
as well as full season apprenticeships. In addition, for the last 
16 years, they also ran a Community-Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program, feeding 50–75 families in the region every 
year. Even though this season looks a bit different focusing 
on seed, the community connection remains a strong priority. 
They will sell this year’s diverse variety of seed crops to the 
Snake River Seed Cooperative, Fedco Seeds, and Siskiyou 
Seeds. All of which support the work of smaller farms like 
Swift River.

Jessica advises other small-scale producers interested in 
climate-smart agricultural practices to reach out to NRCS for 
help—and not to wait.

“Often these types of programs get funneled towards bigger 
producers, because they are already connected into agency 
resources,” said Jessica. “So, go! Don’t wait for an invitation. If 
you wait to be contacted, you are missing out.”

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

 Habitat planting in full bloom with some bare root twigs. Photo credit: Mindi Rambo, NRCS.

Habitat planting on Swift River Farm. Photo credit: Mindi Rambo, 
NRCS

Jessica (middle) visits with NRCS staff, including Soil Conservationist 
Katie Watterson (far left), Assistant State Conservationist for 
Management and Strategy Amie Miller and State Resource 
Conservationist Greg Becker (right). Photo credit: Mindi Rambo, NRCS
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