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Summary

The following PIFR is a summary report of resource concerns and opportunities in the 
Three Fork Creek Watershed that may be eligible for a planning study according to 
the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (PL 83-566). The watershed is in 
Preston, Taylor, and Monongalia Counties.  The Town of Newburg requested formal 
assistance from the NRCS Watershed Operations Program. 

The study area is in the Appalachian Mountains in north central WV.  The area is 
rural, with many small family farms, small communities, and forestland.  The Three 
Fork Creek Watershed contains an outdated dam near the Town of Newburg that is a 
hazard to recreationalists and a liability to the Town.   There are opportunities to 
remove the dam and restore the stream to natural conditions.   

Potential solutions to resource problems and opportunities contained in this report 
could provide long-term relief with positive impacts to environmental, economic, and 
social aspects of living in the watershed. The baseline condition without Federal 
investment is a situation of continued liability to the Town of Newburg, the presence 
of an outdated dam, and continued limitations to the aquatic and terrestrial condition 
of the creek. The alternatives that were developed for the PIFR include measures that 
could reasonably improve the resource condition.  The Town of Newburg is a new 
partner for NRCS.  Examples of benefits could include reduced liability, improved 
stream conditions, improved recreational potential for the creek, and improved 
stewardship of the watershed.   
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https://www.usnews.com/news/healthiest-communities/west-
virginia
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Recommendation 
This preliminary investigation and feasibility report has been completed and submitted for 
approval to: S t e v e n  B a k e r ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  A c t i n g  State Conservationist. 

By: 

Name: Pam Yost Title: Economist       Date: December 1, 2023 

Organization: Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  

It has been determined that this potential PL-566 watershed operations project: 

Does Does 
Not 

… meet the statutory acreage, volume/capacity of structure and recreational limit 
requirements; 
… meet the requirements of one or more Watershed Operations authorized purposes; 

… have the potential for a minimum of 20% agricultural, or rural, benefits; 
… have one or more viable alternatives; 

… have potential project sponsor(s) that meet and agree to all terms of responsibilities; 

… have apparent insurmountable obstacles. 

State Technical Lead (SRC, SCE, Other) Date: 

Not recommended for planning funding 
X Accepted and recommended for Planning Funding 



Glossary 
Rural – All territories of a State that are not within the outer boundary of any city or town that 
has a population of 50,000 or more according to the latest decennial census of the United 
States (2010 Census Urban and Rural Classification and Urban Area Criteria). [Source Title 390 
– NWPM Part 506.50 Glossary, MMM]

Appendix 
Appendix A: Sponsor Letter of Request
Appendix B: WS-4 – PIFR Sponsor Declaration Forms
Appendix C: Preliminary Environmental Evaluation (CPA 52)
Appendix D: Forecasted NRCS Staffing Needs 
Appendix E: Additional Maps
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Appendix B. 

PIFR Sponsor Declaration Forms 
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PC

ENERGY

Special Environmental Concerns: Environmental Laws, Executive Orders, policies, etc.

NRCS-CPA-52, November 2019







Guide Sheet

Guide Sheet

N. Context

L. Mitigation

M. Preferred
Alternative

No Action
K. Other Agencies and
Broad Public Concerns

Guide Sheet



C. Identification #  :

Alternative 3

does 
NOT 
meet
PC

Alternative 2

WATER

Amount, Status, 
Description

(Document both short and 
long term impacts)

Amount, Status, 
Description

(Document both short and 
long term impacts)

Alternative 3 Alternative 4

Resource Concerns

does 
NOT 
meet
PC

Alternative 4

 Natural Resources Conservation Service A. Client Name:

B. Conservation Plan ID # :

In Section "F" below, analyze, record, and address concerns identified through the Resources Inventory process.  
(See FOTG Section III - Resource Planning Criteria for guidance).  

SOIL

Amount, Status, 
Description

(Document both short and 
long term impacts)

Alternative 2
H. Alternatives

Town of Newburg

  Program Authority :

I. Effects of Alternatives

 U.S. Department of Agriculture
11/2019

NRCS-CPA-52 

F. Resource Concerns
and Existing/ Benchmark
Conditions

E. Need for Action:

D. Client's Objective(s) (purpose):

ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION WORKSHEET 

does 
NOT 
meet
PC

NRCS-CPA-52, November 2019



ANIMALS

F. Resource Concerns
and Existing/ Benchmark
Conditions Amount, Status, 

Description

(Document both short and 
long term impacts)

AIR

Amount, Status, 
Description

(Document both short and 
long term impacts)

does 
NOT 
meet
PC

I. (continued)

does 
NOT 
meet
PC

does 
NOT 
meet
PC

Amount, Status, 
Description

(Document both short and 
long term impacts)

Alternative 4Alternative3 Alternative 3

PLANTS

NRCS-CPA-52, November 2019



Special Environmental Concerns: Environmental Laws, Executive Orders, policies, etc.

Alternative 3Alternative 2 Alternative 4
J. Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

ENERGY

Guide Sheet

Guide Sheet

Human Economic and Social Considerations

require a federal permit or consultation/coordination between the lead agency and another government agency.  In these cases, 
effects may need to be determined in consultation with another agency.  Planning and practice implementation may proceed for 
practices not involved in consultation.
G. Special Environmental
Concerns

Guide Sheet

NRCS-CPA-52, November 2019








