





Conservation Choices

The practices numbered below are among the most popular and widely used
conservation practices by Wisconsin farmers and agricultural producers.
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Brush Management
Conservation Cover

Contour Buffer Strips

Contour Farming & Stripcropping
Cover Crop

Crop Rotation

Early Successional Habitat
Farmstead Energy

Field Border
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Filter Strip
Forest Stand Improvement

Grade Stabilization Structure
Grassed Waterway

High Tunnel System
Irrigation System
No-Till/Strip-Till
Nutrient Management
Pest Management

Use this booklet to identify the practices that might be recommended for
your land. Keep in mind that several practices may be used in conjunction to
better protect the natural resources on your operation.
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lllustration by Doug Adamson, RDG Planning & Design
*Minor additons have been applied to represent WI-NRCS practces.

Prescribed Grazing Waste Storage Facility

Riparian Forest Buffer Water & Sediment Control Basin
Roof Runoff Structure Wetland Restoration

Stream Habitat Management Wildlife Habitat Planting

& Shoreline Stablization Windbreak/Shelterbelt
Tree/Shrub Establishment

Upland Wildlife Habitat

Management

Waste Facility Closure




Benefit Symbols

Each practice in the guide will work most effectively in combination with
others, as part of a total resource management system.

Seven symbols are used throughout the book to show the benefits of each
practice featured in the guide. These symbols and the explanation of each are
listed below:

@ The practice helps reduce {;%f The practice helps
soil erosion and sediment 1 provide wildlife habitat

runoff. or food sources.

The practice helps improve
g soil health by adding organic

matter, biological activity, or by

helping water infiltrate.

The practice helps
improve energy
effciency on the farm.

The practice helps
increase profts

by reducing farm
expenses, improving
yields or both.

@Q)D The practice helps protector
improve water quality.

The practice helps improve air
quality by reducing odor and

other problems.

Land Use Symbols

Most of the conservation practices in this brochure can be used to protect
resources on various types of agricultural land. The following symbols
indicate all potential land uses where the practice could be applied:

[ ) wildiife

(€|} Grassland/Pasture FARM Farmstead

CROP Cropland

WA\ Small-scale/Urban

30 Conservation & Environmental Practices

0 Brush Management @ Tree/Shrub Establishment

e Conservation Cover
0 Contour Buffer Strips

Contour Farming
& Stripcropping

@ Upland Wildlife Habit Management

@ Waste Facility Closure
@ Waste Storage Facility

@ Water & Sediment Control Basin
@ Wetland Restoration
o Early Successional Habitat @ Wildlife Habitat Planting

@ Windbreak/Shelterbelt

@ Forest Stand Improvement

@ Grade Stabilization Structure

@ Grassed Waterway

m High Tunnel System
@ Irrigation System
€D No-Til/strip-Til

Q Nutrient Management

@ Riparian Forest Buffer
@ Roof Runoff Structure

Stream Habitat Management
& Shoreline Stabilization

































































































CHALLENGES AHEAD

Regardless of the size of your operation, the NRCS provides tailored
assistance with conservation planning and practice implementation,
specific to your natural resource needs and business goals. Whether
it's simple management systems, such as planting cover crops,

or complex structural practices, such as high tunnel systems or
innovative irrigation devices, the NRCS offers solutions to help you
address conservation and environmental challenges effectively.

Take advantage of the human resources available to you as well.
Technical staff from federal, state, and county agencies, along with
agribusiness specialists, partner non-profits, and private consultants,
can assist you in protecting your land and water. Work with your
local NRCS Service Center staff to develop a plan that balances
environmental needs with your economic goals.

" To get started working with the NRCS, scan the
QR code to find your local USDA Service Center.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.





