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Wisconsin State Technical Committee Minutes / Thursday, April 18, 2024 | 9:30a – 12:00p CST 
Agenda 

Speaker Topic 
Josh Odekirk 
Acting State Conservationist 

State Conservationist Report 

Melissa Bartz  
ASTC – Financial Assistance Programs 

EQIP Obligation Update, 2024 Local Work Group Meetings, 
and Program Planning (EQIP, CSP, RCPP) for Fiscal Year 2025. 

Chris Miller 
MLRA Soil Survey Leader 

Urban Soil Survey of Milwaukee County 

Kristin Foehringer 
State Working Lands Climate Smart 
Specialist 

Conservation Practice Standard 336 Soil Carbon Amendment 
and CEMA 221 Soil Organic Carbon Stock Monitoring 

Ryan Gerlich 
ASTC - Partnerships 

State Notice of Funding Opportunities 

Subcommittee Leads Subcommittee Reports: Forestry, Soil Health, Wildlife, Source 
Water Protection, Urban & Community Agriculture 

Partners Partner reports 
Adjourn 

Meeting Notes: 

Josh Odekirk 
Acting State Conservationist 

State Conservationist Report 

1. Staffing 
a. State Outreach Coordinator position will be posted soon, as John White 

(current State Outreach Coordinator) is retiring this summer 
b. No update on permanent State Conservationist hiring. Josh will continue as 

Acting 
c. Filled the Assistant State Conservationist – Partnerships with Ryan Gerlich 

2. Budget 
a. Congress has approved budget for Fiscal Year 2024 

3. Training 
a. Working Effectively with American Indians Training being held in Menominee, 

April 22-26 
b. Grassland 2.0 scheduled for this summer 
c. UW Platteville Training: one session will be held this fiscal year 
d. Fundamentals of Conservation Planning: sessions will be held in May and 

September 
4. Outreach/Programs 
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a. Large number of Environmental Quality Incentives Programs (EQIP) and 
Conservation Stewardship Programs (CSP) applications received = a backlog 
for Fiscal Year 2025 

Melissa Bartz  
ASTC – Financial Assistance Programs 

EQIP Obligation Update, 2024 Local Work Group Meetings, 
and Program Planning (EQIP, CSP, RCPP) for Fiscal Year 2025. 

1. Jenn Chakravorty has been selected as the new program manager for Regional 
Conservation Partnership Programs (RCCP) and Conservation Innovation Grants 
(CIG) 

2. Annual Local Work Group Meetings (Wisconsin NRCS Local Working Group 
Meetings): 

a. Southeast; June 18 (Mayville) 
b. Southwest; June 20 (Richland Center) 
c. Northwest; June 25 (Barron) 
d. Northeast; June 25 (Wausau) 

3. Public Dashboards: Wisconsin is leading the country in Environmental Quality 
Incentives Programs (EQIP) obligations (RCA Data Viewer) 

4. 2024 Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCCP) Notice of Funding Webinar 
for Applicants: April 23 and May 30 (How to Apply to RCCP) 

Chris Miller 
MLRA Soil Survey Leader 

Urban Soil Survey of Milwaukee County 

1. Focus is on the greater Milwaukee area, as that was not surviewed with the others in 
the area back in the 1950’s (54,000 acres) 

a.  

Kristin Foehringer 
State Working Lands Climate Smart 
Specialist 

Conservation Practice Standard 336 Soil Carbon Amendment 
and CEMA 221 Soil Organic Carbon Stock Monitoring 

1. Conservation Practice Standard (CPS) 336 includes Biochar and Compost application 
(and mixture of both) 

a. Biochar: 
i. charcoal 
ii. native soil constituent 

iii. carbonized biomass 
iv. included in Field Office Tech Guide 

2. Soil Organic Carbon Stock Monitoring: Conservation Practice, System or Activity 
(CEMA) 221 

a. Used in the conservation planning process 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/events/wisconsin-nrcs-local-working-group-meetings-june-2024
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/events/wisconsin-nrcs-local-working-group-meetings-june-2024
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/rca-data-viewer
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/how-to-apply
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b. Goal is to train staff on this so we have qualified individuals that can 
implement this activity 

Ryan Gerlich 
ASTC - Partnerships 

State Notice of Funding Opportunities 

1. Annual Report Fiscal Year 2023 is now available (Wisconsin Annual Report - Fiscal 
Year 2023). Hard copies can also be obtained by emailing the Public Affairs team 
(NRCS-WI-PublicAffairs@usda.gov). 

2. Success Stories from the Field Fiscal Year 2023 is now available (Fiscal Year 2023 
Annual Success Stories 

3. WiWiC’s “Portraits of Love on the Land” is now available 
4. Agreements  

a. 109 active agreements 
b. 27 obligated amendments to new agreements 
c. $42 M in obligations  

5. Fiscal Year Cooperative Conservation Agreements Notice of Funding proposals were 
due April 15 

6. Tribal Grant Notice of Funding proposals are due April 24 
7. Community Agriculture Grants Notice of Funding proposals are due May 22 
8. Funds are limited for new agreements in 2024. 

Subcommittee Leads Subcommittee Reports: Forestry, Soil Health, Wildlife, Source 
Water Protection, Urban & Community Agriculture 

1. Purpose of subcommittees: 
a. Provide a conduit for NRCS to hear from partners and determine what is 

being worked on and what is needed. 
b. A collaboration on national policies so we can “Wisconsin’ize” them 

2. Forestry Subcommittee 
a. Will be meeting in May 
b. Intro to Forestry training held in March 
c. Tree Planting training held last week (April 15-19) 
d. Additional classes scheduled for this summer 

3. Soil Health Subcommittee 
a. Met on April 5 and discussed future of subcommittee 
b. Also discussing the alignment of the subcommittee’s goals to policies and 

practices and will engage with other subcommittees 
4. Source Water Protection 

a. Plan to meet in early June 
b. Farm Bill Focus 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/FY23%20NRCS%20Wisconsin%20Annual%20Report-WEB.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/FY23%20NRCS%20Wisconsin%20Annual%20Report-WEB.pdf
mailto:NRCS-WI-PublicAffairs@usda.gov
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/FY23%20Annual%20Successes%20from%20the%20Field%20-%20Web_0.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/FY23%20Annual%20Successes%20from%20the%20Field%20-%20Web_0.pdf
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i. Decisions: Identify watershed target areas specific to groundwater 
protection and well head protection areas 

5. Urban/Community Agriculture Subcommittee  
a. Met on 4/16 
b. Training planned for this summer with partners 
c. Working with Northcentral Technical College on small scale agriculture 
d. Working on outreach with a focus on farmer’s markets 

Partners Partner reports 

1. Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association 
a. Restarted tristate meetings (Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa) 

2. Wisconsin Dairy Alliance 
a. Focusing on helping dairy farmers work to reduce carbon footprint (uses 

COMET tool) 
3. Pheasants Forever 

a. Now up to 20 field staff 
b. Precision Agriculture Specialist interviews taking place 
c. Working on precision agriculture Cargill grant 

4. Wisconsin Land & Water 
a. Hiring Climate Specialist 

5. FSA 
a. Waiting on results from Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
b. Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is now open for sign ups 
c. Heli/Safe Program sign-ups are now open, and applications are being 

processed in batches as 353 applications have been received, which totals 
over 5,000 acres 

i. Reenrollments will be due end of July 
6. Ducks Unlimited 

a. New Engineering Technician starts on May 1 
b. Grazing Biologists position in Northwestern Wisconsin: contract signed this 

week 
7. Sand County Foundation 

a. Holding Oak Savanna Restoration Event on May 4 (Oak Event | Sand County 
Foundation) 

8. Savanna Institute 
a. Summer events scheduled (Calendar | Savanna Institute) 

9. Grassworks 
a. Grassworks 2.0 (Beginning Farmers) is ready to launch (Grassland 2.0 

(grasslandag.org)) 
b. Hosting grazing schools in September (September 10 and September 27-28) 

https://sandcountyfoundation.org/oak-event
https://sandcountyfoundation.org/oak-event
https://www.savannainstitute.org/calendar/
https://grasslandag.org/
https://grasslandag.org/
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Next Meeting: Thursday, July 19, 2024 (9:30a-12:00p CST) 



FA Programs

State Tech Advisory Committee

April 2024



EQIP General (including GLRI): 

WI Received $25.5M

Application Preapprovals ~950 

Funding 2/3 of applications in General

EQIP-IRA:

WI Received $28.6M

Application Preapprovals ~460

Funding 2/3 of applications in IRA

RCPP: 

WI Received $750K

Application Preapprovals 33

FY2024 EQIP Obligation Update



Annual Local Work Group Meeting
Public Notice will be published soon

4 in-person LWG Meetings to gather public input for future 

program planning

NW Wisconsin June 25th, 2024 (10:00am -noon)

Barron County Government Center

Auditorium

335 E Monroe Ave

Barron, WI 54812

NE Wisconsin June 25th, 2024 (10:00am -noon)

Northcentral Technical College 

Health Science Building

First Floor Room 1004A

1000 W Campus Dr

Wausau, WI 54401

SW Wisconsin June 20th, 2024 (10:00am -noon)

Phoenix Center

100 S Orange St

Richland Center, WI 53581 

SE Wisconsin June 18th, 2024 (10:00am -noon)

Horicon National Wildlife Refuge

W4279 Headquarters Rd

Mayville, WI 53050



Public Dashboards

New Inflation Reduction Act Data Visualization Tool available

Public Dashboards can be found 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/rca-data-viewer



RCPP 2024 NFO
NFO was emailed to all on 4/4/2024 (from Brandon Gingher)

Upcoming Webinars for Applicants

• April 23rd

• May 30th

Times and links to register are on the How to Apply to RCPP 
webpage

How to Apply to RCPP | Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(usda.gov)

An easement specific webinar is yet to be determined

If interested in applying or have questions contact:

Brandi Richter brandi.richter@usda.gov

Jenn Chakravorty jennifer.chakravorty@usda.gov

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/how-to-apply
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/how-to-apply
mailto:brandi.richter@usda.gov
mailto:jennifer.chakravorty@usda.gov


Questions

Meagan Duberstein

EQIP Coordinator

meagan.duberstein@usda.gov

Brandi Richter

RCPP Coordinator

brandi.richter@usda.gov



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

• CPS 336 Soil Carbon 
Amendment

• CEMA 221 –
Soil Carbon Stock Monitoring

Kristin Foehringer, State Working Lands Climate Smart Specialist



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Incentivizing 
Biochar & Compost
Application



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

What is Biochar?

• Charcoal

• Native soil constituent

• Historic soil amendment

• Carbonized biomass
Produced via pyrolysis from plant 
or animal residue/waste = 
“feedstock” Poultry Litter

https://biochar.international/the-biochar-opportunity/what-is-biochar/



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Climate Mitigation



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Characteristics Important for Agriculture

…some biochars have the potential to immobilize heavy metals, pesticides, 
herbicides, and hormones; prevent nitrate leaching and fecal bacteria from 

entering into groundwater and waterways; act as sorbent for PFAS, 
enhance odor mitigation, reduce enteric CH4 emissions, and reduce N2O 

and CH4 emissions from soils…



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Test Your Amendment



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Test Your Amendment

* “How to interpret a 
biochar analysis report” 

factsheet is currently being 
developed by USBI and 

partners



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

NRCS Payment Scenario Development 

Soil Health Division

Application of carbon-based amendments derived from plant materials or treated animal byproducts.

FY 2024*      
Compost On-Site (acre)

Compost Off-Site (acre – assumes 3 tons per acre)

100% Biochar (acre –assumes application of 4 cubic yards per acre)

Other Carbon Amendment (acre –such as wood chips, ash, bagasse)

Compost – Small Areas (square feet)

Compost + Biochar (square feet)

20% Biochar + 80% Compost

40% Biochar + 60% Compost

60% Biochar + 40% Compost

80% Biochar + 20% Compost

Biochar at Menoken Farm, ND



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

How Do I Know If Biochar is Appropriate?

WSS Interpretation



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

CEMA 221 –
Soil Organic 

Carbon Stock 
Monitoring

• Why?
• Baseline Assessment & Step 9 of 

the planning process

• Part of National Program for 
Carbon Monitoring

• Definition
Used to estimate C stocks and track trends 
when data are aggregated across many 
producers. Soil organic C storage should be 
measured before and after the 
implementation of a conservation practice, 
system, or activity. Evaluation and monitoring 
of change usually requires sever years (e.g., >5 
yrs)



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

CEMA 221 –
Soil Organic 

Carbon Stock 
Monitoring

• Why?
• Baseline Assessment & Step 9 of 

the planning process

• Where?
• All land uses where there is a 

change in management or 
vegetation

• Who are QIs?
• CCA, CPAg, CPSS
• BSc in ag/soils with 2 yrs experience
• TSP for CPS 590, DIA & CPA 162
• Working under guidance of 

Qualified Individual (QI)

ARSS must be contacted before planning



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Payment Scenarios
$1,783 | $2,140

$3,424 | $4109

$4,424

$7,429



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Kristin Foehringer

kristin.foehringer@usda.gov

715-492-6067

Jamie Patton

Jamie.Patton@usda.gov

608-347-4735

mailto:Kristin.foehringer@usda.gov
mailto:amie.Patton@usda.gov
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