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1. Introduction 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
with Mount Pleasant City, Pleasant Creek Irrigation Company, and Twin Creek Irrigation Company as the 
project’s sponsors (collectively referred to herein as the Sponsor), is proposing to partially fund the 
Mount Pleasant Watershed Plan in Mount Pleasant, Utah through the Watershed Protection and Flood 
Prevention Act [Public Law (PL) 83-566]. The proposed improvements include the rehabilitation of the 
Upper Debris Basin to provide flood protection to downstream residential, commercial, and agricultural 
areas; construction of a new reservoir to provide long-term storage for agricultural users and water for 
potential wildfire fighting efforts within proximity to Mount Pleasant and the surrounding areas; an 
evaluation of decommissioning the Lower Debris Basin; and the separation of agricultural and 
residential user’s irrigation water delivery systems. Improvements under consideration are described 
below and will address flood protection, watershed protection, and agriculture water management. 
 

• Flood Protection: The proposed project would offer increased protection to resident’s homes, 
commercial buildings, agricultural properties, city infrastructure, and a power plant within 
Mount Pleasant City.  The Pleasant Creek Upper Debris Basin would be rehabilitated to meet 
current NRCS and Utah State Dam Safety regulations and current engineering standards. 
Rehabilitation efforts would include increasing the overall capacity of the debris basin, 
constructing a sediment settling basin at the intake of the debris basin, removing several feet of 
sediment, increasing the height of the dam, and widening the dam’s crest. 

• Watershed Protection: Measures will be considered to help control sedimentation in the Upper 
Debris Basin and to maximize the efficiency and design life of the Upper Debris Basin to allow 
the Lower Debris Basin to be decommissioned. Methods will be evaluated to protect the 
watershed from impacts of flooding to lands where grazing and vegetation stabilization occur. 

• Agriculture Water Management: Agricultural water management is an essential part of this 
project in that it will allow for reliable water for approximately 4,280 acres of agriculture 
irrigation and 1,400 secondary residential water users. The project will separate the agriculture 
irrigators and residential secondary water reservoirs and delivery systems, which are presently 
combined as one system. A new storage reservoir would be constructed to supply agricultural 
users with water throughout the growing season. This will allow the agricultural users to receive 
their full shares of water, minimize conflicts around excess water use by residential users, and 
conserve approximately 908 acre-feet of water annually as old leaky pipes are replaced, and 
meters are installed on individual secondary residential connections. 

 
1.1 NEPA Analysis 
NRCS, as the lead federal agency, is initiating National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis in the 
form of a new Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) to analyze impacts to the 
natural and human environment from this project. The Plan-EA will comply with the Council on 
Environmental Quality’s regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 which require an evaluation of potential 
environmental impacts associated with federal projects and actions. The Plan-EA will comprise the 
following items: 

• Alternative analysis of potential options for the current debris basins to meet NRCS and Utah 
Dam Safety engineering standards including the following: 

o No Action: The Upper and Lower Debris Basins would still be required to meet state dam 
safety and engineering requirements. As the operator of the debris basins, Mount 
Pleasant would be mandated to meet these requirements. A new water storage facility 



NRCS  Pleasant Creek Watershed 

 
Scoping Report 2 March 9, 2020 

would not be constructed, and the agricultural and secondary water delivery systems 
would not be separated. Water consumption by residential and agricultural users would 
continue to be used and unaccounted for. Costly maintenance and repairs of the aging 
system would be the responsibility of the Sponsor. No Federal funds would be available 
for the needed updates. 

o Decommission the Lower Debris Basin: Completely decommission the Lower Debris 
Basin. 

o Rehabilitate the Upper Debris Basin: The Upper Debris Basin would be rehabilitated to 
meet current state dam safety requirements. Rehabilitation efforts would include 
sediment removal, increasing the height of the dam, and widening the dam’s crest. The 
increased capacity of the Upper Debris Basin would create additional flood protection to 
the watershed and compensate for decommissioning the Lower Debris Basin. 

o Construction of an additional storage reservoir: Construction of a new storage reservoir 
would increase the available irrigation water for downstream users and allow the city to 
separate the agricultural and secondary irrigation delivery systems. Land acquisition or a 
use agreement between the Sponsor and a private landowner would be required to 
construct a new reservoir. 

o Other Alternatives: Other alternatives identified by the public and project team during 
scoping will be analyzed during the NEPA process and Plan-EA development. 

• Detailed analysis of resources that may be affected for each of the alternatives that may satisfy 
the purpose and need for the project. 

• Identification of potential mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate potential impacts; and, 
• A plan for public participation and government agency coordination throughout development of 

the Plan-EA. 
 
1.2 Purpose and Need 
The purpose of the proposed project is to decommission the Lower Debris Basin, rehabilitate the Upper 
Debris Basin, construct a new storage reservoir, and separate the agricultural and secondary irrigation 
delivery systems. Decommissioning the Lower Debris Basin is needed because the dam does not meet 
current safety and engineering standards and rehabilitating the dam is not economically feasible due to 
property boundaries and logistical constraints. Rehabilitation of the Upper Debris Basin is needed to 
bring the dam up to current safety and engineering standards and to compensate for the 
decommissioning of the Lower Debris Basin. A new storage reservoir is needed to increase irrigation 
storage for agricultural producers and secondary water users and to provide a reliable source of 
irrigation throughout the growing season. Furthermore, a new storage reservoir would allow separation 
of the agricultural and secondary irrigation delivery systems which is needed to account for water use 
and minimize conflict within the community over issues regarding allocation and excess use. The new 
delivery systems would eliminate water loss due to leaks and reduce the time and effort required by the 
Sponsor to complete costly repairs of the current aging system. Storage capacity of the new reservoir 
would also allow for filling aerial attack aircraft during wildfire fighting efforts in the Manti-La Sal 
National Forest and adjacent areas. 
 
1.3 Scoping Goals and Objectives 
The participation of the public is an important component of the Plan-EA so that those who are 
interested in or potentially affected by the proposed alternatives have an opportunity to share their 
concerns and provide input regarding the Plan-EA during the initial stages of the process. The main tasks 
to accomplish this are to 1) establish ongoing communication with stakeholders, agencies, and the 
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general public; 2) educate the public about the environmental review process and clearly identify each 
party’s roles and responsibilities; 3) continually evaluate public participation activities and utilize the 
most effective technique(s) throughout the NEPA process; and, 4) document all public and government 
agency input. This Scoping Report outlines the comments received from the agencies and general public 
during the scoping process. 

2 Scoping Overview 
Scoping questions, comments, and concerns were requested from the public and government agencies 
during the scoping period via written submittal of comments. The following summarizes the scoping 
process and efforts made to engage the public and government agencies. 
 
2.1 Scoping Schedule 
The following dates outline the milestones for the scoping process: 

• February 12, 2019: Preliminary Kick-off Meeting and Presentation to City Council 
• March 22, 2019: Scoping Notice Posted to NRCS Project Website 
• March 28, 2019: Public Notice Published in The Pyramid newspaper 
• March 28, 2019: Scoping Flyer sent to Public, and agencies 
• March 28, 2019: Scoping Period Opened 
• April 4, 2019: Public Notice Published in The Pyramid newspaper 
• April 11, 2019: Public Scoping Open House 
• April 26, 2019: Scoping Period Closed 

 
2.2 Scoping Notice 
A scoping notice was prepared and sent to interested parties and regulatory agencies on March 28, 
2019. The list of recipients was prepared by NRCS, Mount Pleasant City, and J-U-B Engineers, Inc (J-U-B). 
The scoping notice gave a description of the project, its location, and requested public participation and 
input. The scoping notice provided details of the public meeting, contact information to submit written 
comments, and the scoping period open and closure dates. The scoping notice was posted to the NRCS 
Project Website. Copies of the scoping notices are attached in Appendix A. 
 
Public meeting announcements were published March 28, 2019 and April 4, 2019 in The Pyramid 
newspaper announcing the project and public open house. The Pyramid Newspaper also published an 
independent article on April 11, 2019 regarding the proposed project and the public open house that 
same evening. Copies of the newspaper public meeting announcements and the newspaper article are 
attached in Appendix A. 
 
The scoping notice was also posted to the State Resource Development Coordinating Committee (RDCC) 
website listed as Project Number 68345. 
 
2.3  Scoping Meeting 
The primary purpose of the scoping meeting was to gather input and feedback on the project while 
providing an accurate and complete description of the project. The scoping meeting set up the 
development of the project purpose and need statement, potential alternatives for consideration, 
environmental issues to be addressed in the EA, methodologies to be used to evaluate impacts, and the 
overarching public participation process. A combined government agency and general public scoping 
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open house was held on April 11, 2019 from 6 to 8 PM at North Sanpete High School in Mount Pleasant, 
Utah in order to reach as broad of an audience as possible.  

2.4 Mailing Lists 
The mailing list was prepared by NRCS, Mount Pleasant City, and J-U-B to inform the relevant 
government agencies and the general public about the scoping process for the project. A total of 25 
letters were sent to government agencies. 1,700 flyers were sent to the public, which represents every 
mailing address in Mount Pleasant City. Copies of the agency mailing list, scoping letter, and scoping 
flyer are included in Appendix A. 

3 Scoping Meeting 
The combined government agency and general public scoping open house was held April 11, 2019 from 
6 to 8 PM. During the open house, a brief formal presentation was given by the study team describing 
the proposed project, potentially affected areas, the Plan-EA schedule, and display boards that 
presented project details. The scoping meeting display boards can be found in Appendix B. 
 
There were (75) public attendees that signed in, over (100) that were in attendance during the 
presentation, six (6) project team members from J-U-B, one (1) NRCS representative, and several 
sponsor representatives at the scoping meeting. 
 
3.1 Comments 
Participants were invited to submit comments in writing either at the meeting or subsequently by mail 
or e-mail during the scoping comment period. Attendance at the meeting was counted using a sign-in 
sheet that can be found in Appendix B, although several other attendees did not sign in. Comment cards 
were available at the meeting which also provided a space to submit written comments 
 
The scoping period officially opened on March 28, 2019 and ended on April 26, 2019 for a total of 30 
days. Written comments were accepted via mail, e-mail, or comment card during that period. 
 
There were (17) written scoping comments received for the Mount Pleasant Watershed Project. Written 
comments can be found in Appendix B. 
 
3.2 Comment Categories 
Methodology for categorizing and addressing public and agency comments is to separate each of the 
comments into comment categories in order to identify the nature of the comment. The following 
categories were created for scoping purposes and are listed below. 

• Conflict with The Narrows Project 
• Construction Impacts (4) 
• Design Considerations/Metering (4) 
• Design System with Growth in Mind 
• Drought Impacts 
• Fishing Impacts at Lower Debris Basin (3) 
• General Project Impacts (3) 
• General Project Support (4) 
• Gun Range Impacts 
• Highland Irrigation Impacts 
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• Historic Flood Impacts (2) 
• Lower Debris Basin Impacts (2) 
• Potential Impacts to Water Rights, Water Shares, and Water Rates (8) 
• Potential Insurance Rate Increases 
• Recreation/Trail Considerations at Debris Basins (2) 
• Support Separating the Secondary Water Delivery Systems (4) 
• Water Pressure Impacts 

4 Resource Concerns 
An analysis of resource concerns specific to this project will be completed during the development of 
the Draft Plan-EA and any non-relevant resources will be eliminated from further analysis.  
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Appendix A - Scoping Notices 

• Scoping Notice 
• Newspaper Public Meeting Announcements 
• Agency Mailing List 
• Scoping Letter 
• Scoping Flyer 

  



 

Proposed Mount Pleasant Watershed Plan, Mount Pleasant, Utah 

Public Scoping Meeting, Thursday, April 11, 6 – 8 p.m. 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 

with Mount Pleasant City, Pleasant Creek Irrigation, and Twin Creek Irrigation as the project sponsors, is 

proposing to partially fund through the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act [Public Law (PL) 

83-566], the Mount Pleasant Watershed Plan in Mount Pleasant, Utah. The proposed improvements 

include the rehabilitation of the Upper Debris Basin to provide long-term storage for agricultural users, Mt. 

Pleasant City, and water for wildfire firefighting; the evaluation of eliminating the Lower Debris Basin; and 

the separation of agricultural and residential user’s water delivery systems. Improvements under 

consideration will address flood protection, watershed protection, and agricultural water management.  

 

NRCS will hold an open house to provide information about the proposed project and to collect 

comments.* A formal presentation will be given at 6:30 p.m. to explain the information and materials 

available at the open house. The public is invited to attend, discuss the project and submit comments 

during the open house on: 

Date:  Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Time:  6 – 8 p.m. 

Location: North Sanpete High School Auditorium 

390 East 700 South 

Mount Pleasant, Utah 84647 

 

 

Written comments can be submitted during the public scoping period starting March 28, 2019 and ending 

on April 26, 2019. All questions and comments should be directed to:  

Marcus Murdock, The Langdon Group  

466 North 900 West 

Kaysville, Utah 84037 

435-213-2872 phone 

email@mtpwatershed.com 

 
Comments must be postmarked by April 26, 2019. Additional information may be found at the NRCS 

project website: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/ 

 

*Por favor contactenos al 435.213.2872 ó email@mtpwatershed.com para información en Español. 

 

 



Mt. Pleasant Watershed (Sponsor = Mt. Pleasant City, Pleasant Creek Irrigation, 

and Twin Creek Irrigation) 

Project Description 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS), with Mount Pleasant City, Pleasant Creek Irrigation, and Twin Creek 

Irrigation as the project sponsors, is proposing to partially fund through the Watershed 

Protection and Flood Prevention Act [Public Law (PL) 83-566], the Mount Pleasant 

Watershed Plan in Mount Pleasant, Utah. The proposed improvements include the 

rehabilitation of the Upper Debris Basin to provide long-term storage for agricultural users, 

Mt. Pleasant City, and water for wildfire firefighting; the evaluation of eliminating the Lower 

Debris Basin; and the separation of agricultural and residential user’s water delivery 

systems. Improvements under consideration will address flood protection, watershed 

protection, and agriculture water management: 

 

Flood Protection: The proposed project will protect residents, homes, properties, 

infrastructure, and a power plant within Mt. Pleasant City as the Sponsor rehabilitates the 

Pleasant Creek Upper Dam by removing tons of sediment, raising the dam, widening the 

dam crest, and increasing the reservoir area to add storage. 

Watershed Protection: Measures will be considered to help control the sedimentation in 

the Upper Debris Basin and to maximize the design of the Upper Debris Basin to allow the 

Lower Debris Basin to be decommissioned and extend the design life of the Upper Dam. 

Methods will be evaluated to protect the watershed from impacts of flooding to lands where 

grazing and vegetation stabilization occur. 

Agriculture Water Management: Agricultural water management is an essential part of 

this project in that it will allow for reliable water for agriculture irrigation on approximately 

4,280 acres and 1,400 secondary residential water users. The project will separate the 

agriculture irrigators and residential secondary water reservoirs and delivery systems, which 

are presently combined as one system. This will allow the agricultural users to receive their 

full shares of water, reduce water conflicts around excess water use by residential users, 

and conserve approximately 908 acre-feet of water annually as they replace old leaky pipes 

and meter individual secondary residential connections. 

NEPA Analysis 

NRCS, as the lead federal agency, is initiating National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

analysis in the form of a new Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) to 

analyze impacts to the natural and human environment from this project. The Plan-EA will 

comply with the Council on Environmental Quality’s regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 

which require an evaluation of potential environmental impacts associated with federal 

projects and actions. 

 

 



Current Status 

The project is currently in the Scoping Phase and the public, organizations, and agencies are 

invited to provide comments on the proposed project. 

Public Scoping Comment Period 

Open:  Thursday, March 28, 2019 

Close:  Friday, April 26, 2019 

Scoping Public Open House – North Sanpete High School Auditorium 

Date:  Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Time:  6 – 8 p.m. (formal presentation at 6:30 p.m.) 

Location: North Sanpete High School Auditorium 

390 East 700 South 

Mt. Pleasant, Utah 84647 

Contact Information 

For further project information please contact: 

Marcus Murdock – The Langdon Group 

466 North 900 West 

Kaysville, Utah 84037 

(435) 213-2872 phone 

email@mtpwatershed.com 

or 

Norm Evenstad – NRCS 

125 S. State Street – Room 4010 

Salt Lake City, UT 84138-1100 

801-524-4569 phone 

norm.evenstad@ut.usda.gov 

 

Project Documents 

Scoping 

Scoping Notice (PDF)  

NOTE: We will add other directories as we move through the NEPA planning process. 

Updated: March 19, 2019 

mailto:norm.evenstad@ut.usda.gov








https://www.heraldextra.com/sanpete-county/news/mp-watershed-project-meeting-set-
april/article_b589918d-c487-577b-8�f-078b6085d9a2.html

MP watershed project meeting set April 11

10 hrs ago

Buy NowA public scoping open house regarding proposed improvements to the Mt. Pleasant watershed
will be held from 6-8 p.m., Thursday, April 11, in the North Sanpete High School Auditorium, 390
East 700 South, Mt. Pleasant. All residents are encouraged to attend, discuss and submit comments about the
proposed changes.

MT. PLEASANT — The public is invited to attend, discuss and submit a comment during a public

scoping open house regarding proposed improvements within the Mt. Pleasant Watershed

from 6 — 8 p.m., Thursday, April 11, in the North Sanpete High School Auditorium, 390 East 700

South, Mt. Pleasant. The formal presentation will begin at 6:30 p.m.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS), with assistance of Mt. Pleasant City, Pleasant Creek Irrigation and Twin Creek Irrigation

as the project sponsors, is proposing improvements within the Mt. Pleasant Watershed.

Several improvements are being proposed:

http://heraldextra.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?backtext=Return%20to%20photo&backurl=&thumbpath=https%3A%2F%2Fbloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com%2Fheraldextra.com%2Fcontent%2Ftncms%2Fassets%2Fv3%2Feditorial%2Fb%2F09%2Fb09a220e-d379-5853-9993-2aa6e3ca667f%2F5caca8ab52559.image.jpg%3Fresize%3D540%252C221&previewpath=https%3A%2F%2Fbloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com%2Fheraldextra.com%2Fcontent%2Ftncms%2Fassets%2Fv3%2Feditorial%2Fb%2F09%2Fb09a220e-d379-5853-9993-2aa6e3ca667f%2F5caca8ab52559.image.jpg%3Fresize%3D540%252C221&notes=https://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/heraldextra.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/b/09/b09a220e-d379-5853-9993-2aa6e3ca667f/5caca8ab5c484.~townnews~.jpg&pricingsheetid=2770


1. The rehabilitation of the Upper Debris Basin to provide long-term storage for agricultural

users, Mt. Pleasant City, and water for wild�re �re�ghting.

2. The evaluation of eliminating the Lower Debris Basin.

3. The separation of agricultural and residential user’s water delivery systems.

The improvements under consideration will address �ood protection, watershed protection

and agricultural water management. An evaluation of potential alternatives and associated

environmental impacts is required and will be documented in the form of an Environmental

Assessment.

NRCS and Mt. Pleasant City are holding this public meeting to provide information about the

proposed project and to collect comments. Comments may be mailed, emailed or submitted

during this public scoping meeting.

At this time, NRCS is requesting comments on the project to identify issues and resource

sensitivities. Written or emailed comments can be submitted during the open comment period

which began March 28 and will end April 26, 2019. All mailed comments must be postmarked

by April 26, 2019.

All comments should be directed to: Marcus Murdock, The Langdon Group, 466 North 900

West, Kaysville, Utah 84037 or send email to email@mtpwatershed.com.

For more information, call (435) 213-2872.

mailto:email@mtpwatershed.com


First NaLast Name Position Agency Address 1 Address 2 City State Zip Code
Federal Agencies
Amy Defreese Supervisory Fish & Wildlife Biologist U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2369 Orton Circle Ste. 50 West Valley City Utah 84119
Dana Allen NEPA Compliance Sector Lead U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 1595 Wynkoop Street Denver CO 80202-1129
Mike Pectol Project Manager U.S. Army Corps, Bountiful Regulatory Office 533 West 2600 South Ste. 150 Bountiful Utah 84010-7744
Jason Gipson Chief U.S. Army Corps, Bountiful Regulatory Office 533 West 2600 South Ste. 150 Bountiful Utah 84010-7744
Joelle McCarthy Field Manager Bureau of Land Management 150 East 900 North Richfield Utah 84701
Kyle Beagley District Ranger U.S. Forest Service, Sanpete Ranger District 540 North Main Street Ephraim Utah 84627-1117
State & Local  Agencies
Ashley Green Habitat Section Chief Utah Division of Wildlife Resources PO Box 146301 Salt Lake City Utah 84114-6301
Erica Gaddis Division Director Utah Division of Water Quality PO Box 144870 Salt Lake City Utah 84114-4870
Jim Harris Assistant Director Utah Division of Water Quality PO Box 144870 Salt Lake City Utah 84114-4870
Bill Damery Environmental Scientist Utah Division of Water Quality PO Box 144870 Salt Lake City Utah 84114-4870
Chris Merritt Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Utah Division of State History 300 S. Rio Grande Street Salt Lake City Utah 84101
Eric Hansen Environmental Manager UDOT Region Four 210 West 800 South Richfield Utah 84701
Leon Day Chair, Sanpete  County Planning Commission Sanpete County 160 North Main Street Ste. 201 Manti Utah 84642
Loren Thompson Co-Chair, Sanpete County Planning Commission Sanpete County 160 North Main Street Ste. 201 Manti Utah 84642
Ken Matthews Utah State Clearinghouse PO Box 142210 Salt Lake City Utah 84114
Kris Hamlet Director Utah Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management 1110 State Office Building Salt Lake City Utah 84114
Blaine Ipson Vice-Chair, Sevier River District Board of Water Resources 1064 South 1950 West Delta Utah 84624
Luann Adams Commissioner Utah Department of Agriculture and Food PO Box 146500 Salt Lake City Utah 84114-6500
Kirk Forbush Regional Engineer Sevier River/Southern Regional Office, Division of Water Rights 2031 South Industrial Park Road Richfield Utah 84701
Sindy Smith RDCC Coordinator Utah Public Lands Policy Coordination Office 350 North State Street Ste. 5110 Salt Lake City Utah 84103
Tribes
Darren Parry Chairman Northwestern Band of Shoshone 707 North Main Street Brigham City Utah 84302
Candace Bear Chairwoman Skull Valley Goshutes 407 Skull Valley Road Skull Valley Utah 84029
Luke Duncan Chairman Ute Indian Tribe of the Unitah and Ouray Reservation PO Box 190 Fort Duchesne Utah 84026-0190
Tamra Borchardt-Slayton Chairwoman Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah 440 North Paiute Drive Cedar City Utah 84702
Other 
Zachary Frankel Executive Director Utah Rivers Council 1055 East 2100 South Ste 201 Salt Lake City Utah 84106
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Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
 
Utah State Office 
 
125 South State Street 
Room 4010 
Salt Lake City, UT  84138 
 
Ph: 801-524-4550 
Fax: 844-715-4928 
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 

To: Interested Persons, Organizations, and Agencies 
 
Subject: Mt. Pleasant Watershed Plan Environmental Assessment, Sanpete County, Utah 
 
The USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) proposes a project sponsored by Mt. 
Pleasant City to use Federal funds to rehabilitate and add storage to the Upper Debris Basin, to 
decommission the Lower Debris Basin for the Pleasant Creek Drainage, and to develop the Mt. 
Pleasant Agriculture and Residential Secondary Water Project in Sanpete County, Utah. Mt. 
Pleasant is a rural community in central Utah situated on an alluvial fan at the base of the Pleasant 
Creek Draininage. 
 
Mt. Pleasant City faces severe flooding risk due to potential heavy precipitation events and/or 
heavy spring runoff in the Pleasant Creek Drainage as evidenced by current and historical 
flooplain mapping by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Compounding this 
risk is the age and condition of the Upper and Lower Debris Basins which currently exceed their 
usable life. This project is necessary to increase flood protection to the residents, homes, 
businesses, roadways, city infrastructure, and agricultural lands of Mt. Pleasant City. A 
cost/benefit analysis has demonstrated that this project would provide a damage reduction of at 
least $49 million, should a large flood event occur.  
 
In addition to flood protection, this project would improve the existing residential and agricultural 
irrigation delivery system. The current system is aging and requires significant effort to maintain 
flow during the irrigation season. Continued growth and development in Mt. Pleasant has 
increased demand for irrigation water, further straining the system and creating conflict within the 
community. This project would upgrade the existing irrigation systems and create separate 
delivery systems for residential and agricultural users. 
 
The proposed project would be located in Mt. Pleasant City, Utah (see attached project location 
exhibit). Construction is estimated for a two-year period from October 2020 to April 2022, 
pending environmental approval. Construction activities associated with the irrigation system 
would occur each year from October 1 to April 30, outside of the typical irrigation season. 
 
NRCS will prepare an environmental assessment (EA) as required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) NEPA implementing regulations. This EA will analyze the potential impacts 
of the Proposed Project. As required by the NEPA implementing regulations, if potentially 
significant impacts to the human environment are identified, an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) will be prepared. If no significant impacts are identified, the NRCS will issue a Finding of 
No Significant Impact (FONSI).  
 
This letter begins the process of preparing the aforementioned EA. Its purpose is to give notice of 
the proposed action, and to invite interested parties to comment on the EA’s scope of analysis, or 
raise specific issues that they feel should be analyzed in the EA. This letter is being sent to 
municipalities, organizations, and agencies, which might have interest in the Proposed Project. 
 
NORM EVENSTAD 
 
Water Resources Coordinator 



Mount Pleasant Watershed Project 
Mt. Pleasant, Utah
Public Scoping Notice

April 2019

Project Information
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), with assistance of Mt. 
Pleasant City, Pleasant Creek Irrigation, and Twin Creek Irrigation 
as the project sponsors, is proposing improvements within the Mt. 
Pleasant Watershed. 
Several improvements are being proposed:  
1. The rehabilitation of the Upper Debris Basin to provide long-term 

storage for agricultural users, Mt. Pleasant City, and water for 
wildfire firefighting.

2. The evaluation of eliminating the Lower Debris Basin. 
3. The separation of agricultural and residential user’s water delivery 

systems. 
Improvements under consideration will address flood protection, watershed protection, and agricultural water management. An evaluation of potential 
alternatives and associated environmental impacts is required and will be documented in the form of an Environmental Assessment. NRCS and Mt. 
Pleasant City are holding a public meeting to provide information about the proposed project and to collect comments.

Public Meeting
The public is invited to attend, discuss, 

and submit a comment during the public 
open house, which will be held on:

April 11, 2019 - Thursday, 6 - 8 p.m. 
Formal presentation at 6:30 p.m.

North Sanpete High School Auditorium 
390 East 700 South 

Mt. Pleasant, UT 84647

Mount Pleasant

Pleasant Creek

Twin Creek

Upper Debris Basin
Lower Debris Basin



At this time, NRCS is requesting comments on the project to identify 
issues and resource sensitivities. Written or emailed comments can be 
submitted during the open comment period starting March 28, 2019 
and ending on April 26, 2019. 
Comments must be postmarked by April 26, 2019. 
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How to Submit a Comment

All comments should be directed to:
Marcus Murdock 
The Langdon Group

466 North 900 West 
Kaysville, Utah 84037              

(435) 213-2872

email@mtpwatershed.com

Comments may be mailed or emailed to the above address or 
submitted during the public scoping meeting.
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Por favor 
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(435) 213-2872 ó  
email@mtpwatershed.com 

para información en 
Español.
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Mount Pleasant Watershed Project 
Mt. Pleasant, Utah
Public Scoping Notice

April 2019

Project Information
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), with assistance of Mt. Pleasant City, Pleasant 
Creek Irrigation, and Twin Creek Irrigation as the project sponsors, is proposing improvements within the Mt. Pleasant Watershed. 
Several improvements are being proposed:  
1. The rehabilitation of the Upper Debris Basin to provide long-term storage for agricultural users, Mt. Pleasant City, and water for wildfire firefighting.

2. The evaluation of eliminating the Lower Debris Basin. 
3. The separation of agricultural and residential user’s water delivery systems. 
Improvements under consideration will address flood protection, watershed protection, and agricultural water management. An evaluation of potential 
alternatives and associated environmental impacts is required and will be documented in the form of an Environmental Assessment. NRCS and Mt. 
Pleasant City are holding a public meeting to provide information about the proposed project and to collect comments.

Utah State Office

At this time, NRCS is requesting comments on the project to identify 
issues and resource sensitivities. Written or emailed comments can be 
submitted during the open comment period starting March 28, 2019 
and ending on April 26, 2019. 
Comments must be postmarked by April 26, 2019. 

How to Submit a Comment
At this time, NRCS is requesting comments on the project to identify issues and resource sensitivities. Written or emailed 
comments can be submitted during the open comment period starting March 28, 2019 and ending on April 26, 2019. 

Comments must be postmarked by April 26, 2019. All comments should be directed to:
Marcus Murdock - The Langdon Group

466 North 900 West, Kaysville, Utah 84037              

(435) 213-2872

email@mtpwatershed.com

Comments may be mailed or emailed to the above address or submitted during the public scoping meeting.
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Por favor 
contáctenos al  

(435) 213-2872 ó  
email@mtpwatershed.com 

para información en 
Español.



Mount Pleasant

Pleasant Creek

Twin Creek

Upper Debris Basin
Lower Debris Basin

Project Area Map

Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
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Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
Public Scoping Meeting

Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture

WELCOME
to the Mount Pleasant Watershed 

Environmental Assessment 
Public Scoping Meeting

April 11, 2019  
6 - 8 p.m.



Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
Public Scoping Meeting

Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture

WHAT IS THE PROPOSED PROJECT?
NRCS Watershed Protection & Flood Prevention Program
The Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Watershed Protection and Flood 

Prevention Program helps units of federal, state, local and tribal governments protect and restore 

Mount Pleasant Watershed Project

from NRCS’s Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program to evaluate improvements that 

include the rehabilitation of the Upper Debris Basin to provide long-term storage for agricultural 



Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
Public Scoping Meeting

Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture

CURRENT ISSUES
Secondary Water System
• 

• 

• 

• 

Combined Agricultural & Residential Secondary Systems
• 

• 

Flood Protection
• 

Long-Term Storage
• No long-term seasonal water storage

• 

and climate conditions

• Water rationing starts earlier in the water season due to 

PROJECT GOALS
• 

• 

• 

• Create long-term storage for 



Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
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Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture

PROJECT AREA
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Public Scoping Meeting

Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture
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Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
Public Scoping Meeting

Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture

PROPOSED CONCEPTUAL DESIGN
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United States Department of Agriculture

PROPOSED CONCEPTUAL DESIGN OF  
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Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
Public Scoping Meeting

Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture

• Develop project 
purpose & need 

• Conduct agency & 
public scoping 

• Collect baseline 
data

• Alternative 
development

• Analyze existing 
conditions

• Identify needed 
resource surveys

• Agency 
consultation & 
coordination

• Analyze 
alternatives

• Evaluate potential 
impacts to 
environmental 
resources

• Release Draft EA to 
public for review 
and comment

• Review all public 
and agency com-
ments

• Prepare Final EA

• NRCS will prepare 
a Finding of No 
Significant Impact 
or recommend 
an Environmental 
Impact Statement

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE

NEPA PROCESS

Resource 
Evaluation/

Prepare Draft EA

Summer/Winter 
2019

Agency Review/ 
Comment Period

Spring 2020

Begin Project 
Construction *

Spring 2021

Decision 
Document

Fall 2020

Initiate
Environmental 

Assessment
Collect

Data
Analyze

Alternatives
Draft 

Environmental
Assessment

Decision
Document

*(pending environmental 
approval)



Mount Pleasant Watershed Project
Public Scoping Meeting

Utah State Office
United States Department of Agriculture

Public involvement is an important part of the Environmental Assessment.  If you would 
like a response to your comment, please indicate that on your comment and a member 
of our study team will respond as soon as possible. Thank you for your participation.

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED?
The Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Mt. Pleasant Watershed Plan 

Study Team is interested in your comments and suggestions regarding the proposed 

study.  Please use one of the following methods to contact the study team and share 

your input.  

• Fill out a comment card and leave it in the box provided.

• 

• 

• 

• 













Date: 4/9/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Jeff and Angela Spratt

Comment #:

Questions Comments Mt Pleasant watershed

Due to the 1983 flood Mount Pleasant creek turned into a canyon. Now this canyon is dry with no value to our 
property, it divides our property in half no longer allowing us access to our pasture land. What can be done about 
this, can it be filled in with or without the addition of a culvert? How can we address this situation?

Comments:

EmailSource:

1



Date: 4/11/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Robin Clifford

Comment #:

<Robin submitted a comment card at the public scoping meeting which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Open House CommentSource:

2





Date: 4/11/2019

Location: Fairview

Name: Robert Bingham

Comment #:

<Robert submitted a comment card at the public scoping meeting which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Open House CommentSource:
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Date: 4/11/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Neal and Penny Lusk

Comment #:

<Neal submitted a comment card at the public scoping meeting which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Open House CommentSource:
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Date: 4/11/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Neal and Penny Lusk

Comment #:

<Penny submitted a comment card at the public scoping meeting which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Open House CommentSource:
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Date: 4/11/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Ed and Sara Staker 

Comment #:

<Ed and Sara submitted a comment card at the public scoping meeting which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Open House CommentSource:
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Date: 4/11/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Elizabeth and Jeffrey Tanner

Comment #:

<Elizabeth and Jeffrey submitted a comment card at the public scoping meeting which can be found on the next 
page.>

Comments:

Open House CommentSource:
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Date: 4/12/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Wesley & Kathleen Jenson

Comment #:

<Kathleen sent a comment card via mail which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Mailed InSource:
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Date: 4/13/2019

Location:

Name: Garry King

Comment #:

Watershed plan (or complete lack of)

As a new property owner, I find the current state of watershed development in Mount Pleasant appalling. Located 
in a semi arid / desert valley, Mount Pleasant is prone to periodic prolonged drought.  Current water supply 
storage appears to rely on very old infrastructure designed to store little more than annual snow melt. In an area 
that has historically experienced decade long drought, water storage should be developed to offset prolonged, 
multi year low precipitation events. Unfortunately, city government appears to have prioritized the relentless 
pursuit of grant funds for "glamour" projects that almost always require matching funds funds from local taxes 
while critical infrastructure is ignored.

Conservation has never prevented a drought. Nor has it ever mitigated one. The city should immediately 
implement plans to store minimum of a five year supply of water and encourage individual rain water storage by 
its businesses and residents. That plan must include systematic process for expansion as the population 
inevitably grows. It needs to be done within current means regardless of federal funds available. That means city 
government will need to go back to focusing on the basics of providing critical services.

How city government will deal with this issue will weigh heavily in my final decision to build a home a relocate my 
business to Mount Pleasant. While I prefer Mount Pleasant property taxes are already much higher here than to 
the east of the mountains. If the city continues to focus on paving new walkways and putting up new public 
buildings while its tiny pond runs dry and its streets crumble, I think I will sell my property in settle over the hill 
instead.

Comments:

EmailSource:
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Date: 4/15/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Blake Crozier

Comment #:

Mount Pleasant Watershed Project | Mt Pleasant, UT

To Whom it May Concern, 

I attended the presentation/meeting at the North Sanpete High School on April 11 2019 regarding the Mt 
Pleasant Watershed Project.  During that meeting I was able to review the information provided and talk to many 
of the personnel involved in the planning process.  I want to say that I am happy to see there is an effort being 
made to improve the secondary water storage and delivery systems for the community.  I can personally attest to 
the need of an updated system as I have lived in a couple different places within Mt Pleasant city and have had 
access to the secondary system in one location but not the other, even though they were only a block apart.  

I also know that due to the current system not being monitored there are many who abuse the privilege by 
watering more than is needed especially when there are restrictions in place.  Ultimately the value of having a 
new system that can be monitored, allows for more storage and access to all is huge.  

I have been involved in constructing and benefited from water storage and distribution systems in other parts of 
Utah.  Each of those project have proved to be a great benefit to all people even when many may have been 
opposed.  In the cases of the opposition it is most commonly that they are not well informed of the issues or the 
benefits.  

I do hope that this project can move forward and create a better managed system for such a valuable resource.  
Please consider me to be an ally to this project and I would love to receive further information, as well as do 
anything to help.

Regards,
Blake Crozier
Citizen of Mt Pleasant City

Comments:

EmailSource:
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Date: 4/16/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: David Burton

Comment #:

<David sent a comment card via mail which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Mailed InSource:
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Date: 4/17/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Jeff and Angela Spratt

Comment #:

<Jeff and Angela sent three comment cards via mail which can be found on the next pages.>

Comments:

Mailed InSource:
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Date: 4/18/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Jeff and Angela Spratt

Comment #:

Comments

Has there been a website setup so we can visit and keep abreast of current events concerning the watershed 
project and possibly add our comments and concerns?

Comments:

EmailSource:
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Date: 4/22/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Judy Prentice

Comment #:

<Judy sent a comment card via mail which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Mailed InSource:
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Date: 4/22/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Barry Draper

Comment #:

<Barry sent four comment cards via mail which can be found on the next pages.>

Comments:

Mailed InSource:
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Date: 4/23/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant                  

Name: Wesley & Kathleen Jenson

Comment #:

<Wesley sent a comment card via mail which can be found on the next page.>

Comments:

Mailed InSource:
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Date: 4/24/2019

Location: Mt. Pleasant

Name: Chris Long

Comment #:

attn marcus Murdoc

Hello there Marc I have a couple of questions about the up coming water project. 

Question #1 How will the small farms inside mt. pleasant city limits be getting there irragation  water replaced ? 
will it be a 3 inch line like we have now ? To some of us that is very important , cause even tho we are small 
farms it is still part of our lively hood, and we have already paid for this usage and our systems at our properties. 
and have an engineered system already set up and have been in use for the last 15 years. Question 2 will we be 
charged some what close to what we are paying now ? I have no problem paying a little bit more for a more 
reliable and fair water system that can deliver us water to us paying costomers all the summer months. question 
4 with the upper flood dam getting re worked to hold water as storage and the lower basin removed will all of us 
here down stream home owners insurance go up ? I use to work for mt. pleasant city and know the structures 
were built to protect the infastructure of our town. so how will this system be replaced? 

please email me back the answers to all my question @ cdwlong7@yahoo.com or clong@utah.gov. or call me at 
435 851 5600 I live here at 579 east 200 north mt. pleasant . also I am asking the questions for some of my 
neighbors as well .  thanks for your time sincerely Chris Long.

Comments:

EmailSource:
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