
What is a 
Conservation 
Practice?



What is a 
Conservation Practice?

 A structural or vegetative measure, or 
management activity used to 
protect/conserve or reduce the degradation 
natural resources (e.g., soil, water, air, 
plant, animal, or energy resources).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also Known as Best Management Practice (BMP)



What is a 
Conservation Practice Standard?
 A document containing statements which: 

• define the technology
• identify the purposes and applicability of the 

practice
• establish criteria supporting each purpose
• list special considerations useful in planning 

and applying the practice
• establish installation, operation and 

maintenance requirements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
define the technologyidentify the purposes and applicability of the practiceestablish criteria supporting each purposelist special considerations useful in planning and applying the practiceestablish installation, operation and maintenance requirements



What are the Role of Practice Standards?

 Ensure quality 

 Provide consistency

 Define “components” of conservation systems

 Assure environmental compliance

 Serve as a repository for knowledge & 
experience … that can be continually brought 
forward to “new” employees

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Agency approach to ensure that the products offered to our public/clients fulfil the quality criteria.�-The revisions of the national CPS are updated periodically based on new information, technology available, new laws or regulations. (Goal at a minimum of every 5 years). Ensure quality Provide consistencyDefine “components” of conservation systemsAssure environmental compliance (National Environmental Policy Act) to ensure how actions will not have significant environmental effects.Serve as a repository for knowledge & experience … that can be continually brought forward to “new” employees



TN Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG): 
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/TN/documents 

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/TN/documents


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-  The front page… must be meet during the implementation of the practices to ensure that it will achieve the intended purpose. Purpose(s)Conditions Where Practice AppliesGeneral CriteriaConsiderations- Additional consideration that are more align to client objectives/goals. (e.g., wildlife, soil health, Soil erosion-cover)Plans and SpecificationsOperation and MaintenanceReferences



Adoption of a 
Conservation 
Practice 
Standard (CPS)



National CPS Revision 

National 
Updates 

CPS

Internal 
Review
(states)

Published 
to Federal 
Register

Published to 
National Handbook 

of Conservation 
Practices

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-Influence National changes at the National Level



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Field Border- Filter Strip- Grazing Mgt- Hedgerow Planting- Mulching- Seasonal Water Management for Wildlife (Shallow Water Development)- Structure for Water Control- Wetland Restoration

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives/news/nrcs-seeks-public-comment-on-8


State Adoption of CPS

State make more 
stringent 

(laws, regional 
information, etc.)

State adopts 
with no 

significant 
changes

Publish 
to state 
FOTG

TN State Tech 
Committee 
Feedback 

State to adopt 
OR

make changes 
to National 

CPS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The feedback they can provide at this time, is related to state supplemental or specific information.- 30 days via email, those email are being send from Tina Raptor- The STC Executive Assistance- Here in TN we adopt new or revised practices on October 1st which is the first day of our FY. That avoid confusion for the planners, and we start the year fresh.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The take home message today is that you have opportunities to provide input and influence the final version of the conservation practices.



Linda I. Ortiz
State Resource Conservationist

linda.ortiz@usda.gov
Mobile: 615-306-0063

mailto:linda.Ortiz@usda.gov
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