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es Technical & Financial Assistance
Agroforestry site visits & conservation planning

Financial incentive payments for implementation

Currently available  through NRCS CIG & PCSC grants

Appalachian Harvest Herb Hub
Shared use herb processing facility in Duffield, VA

Marketing, aggregation & distribution services

Premium priced markets for forest farmed botanicals

Training
Appalachian Beginning Forest Farmer Coalition

Agroforestry Trainings for Natural Resources 

Professionals



Forest Farming (379)
Cultivation of non-timber forest products 

(NTFP’s) under a managed tree canopy

Purposes
Improve soil health with organic matter

Carbon capture and storage

Increase terrestrial habitat

Crop and income diversity 

Cultural preservation



Alley Cropping (311)
The cultivation of herbaceous crops in the 

alleys between rows of trees or shrubs

Purposes
Reduce surface water runoff and erosion

Enhance microclimate for crop/forage quality and quantity

Increase carbon storage

Enhance wildlife and beneficial insect habitat

Increase crop diversity

Improve soil health



Silvopasture (381)
The deliberate integration of trees and grazing 

livestock operations on the same land

Purposes
Provide forage, shade, and/or shelter for livestock

Improve water and soil quality

Reduce erosion

Enhance habitat for wildlife and pollinators

Increase carbon sequestration and storage



Landowner Interest

Known demand from 170 farmers in TN
39 farmers applied for technical assistance

4 farmers applied for financial assistance

127 forest farmers in ABFFC trained



NRCS CIG Project
Increasing Landscape-Scale 

Adoption of Agroforestry Systems 
in Central Appalachia through 

Market-Based Incentives



Goal 1 - Forest Farming
Enhance forestland conservation by 

increasing the adoption of sustainable 

and profitable forest farming (379) 

practices in the forest understory as 

financial incentive.

Goal 2 - Alley Cropping
Explore Alley Cropping (311) with 

medicinal herbs and shrubs as an 

economically viable conservation practice 

with market-based incentives for 

adoption.



86 Site Visits
6,838 conserved under forest 

farming best practices



7 Demo Sites
7 farm tours
1 publication





Gary Bentrup

Bentrup Gary1, Soolanayakanahally Raju2

1 USDA National Agroforestry Center, U.S. Forest Service, Lincoln, NE, United States 
2 Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Indian Head, Saskatchewan, Canada 

Available at:

https://www.fs.usda.gov/nac/r
esources/tools/index.shtml



Market-Based 
Incentive System

36 herb hub farmers
12 companies submit POs



Practice Standard 
Approval

● Barriers & Solutions: limited 
awareness & technical capacity for 
agroforestry practices
○ Cross training and mentorship
○ Demonstration sites
○ Farm tours & case studies

● Assisted VA & WV NRCS with 
adoption, including:
○ 379 payment schedule 
○ 379 & 311 agroforestry PEG 
○ 379 site visit evaluation guide 
○ 379 joint site visits

● In 2023, IRA provided $19.5 billion 
to USDA NRCS over 5 years to 
support programs that yield 
climate change mitigation benefits 
(i.e. agroforestry)
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Demonstration Sites
9 established in SE & NE (26.5 acres)

3 in VA along the 1-81 corridor with Virginia Tech

Forest farming, alley cropping & silvopasture

In-Person Trainings
8 inter-regional workshops for 225 people in 2023

3 were held in VA working closely with NRCS, DOF 

and VCE; CEU’s were offered. 

Online Course
6 online courses available at 

www.learnagroforestry.com/professionals

Cost: $99 bundle; $30 individual course
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Trainings
ATFNRP Workshops

2024-25: 3 in VA & 3 in NC
2026: 6 in TN, VA and/or NC

20 Ask an Agroforester Webinar Series
12 farm tours in TN, VA & NC

Financial Assistance
NRCS CIG ASSETS ($300k) - up to 500 acres of 
silvopasture in TN, VA, & NC over the next 3 years
TNC PCSC ($36 MM) - 30,000 acres of agroforestry 
plantings in 30 states over the next 5 years

Technical Assistance
Slated to conduct 100 site visits over the next 5 years
Hired a part-time TN Agroforester
Exploring a regional cooperative agreement



Sign up for our e-list to stay up to date!

Scan QR code with 
your device’s camera

Katie Commender

kcommender@asdevelop.org


