
  

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people 
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment. 

Water and Climate Update 
September 07, 2023 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service produces this weekly report using data and products from 
the National Water and Climate Center and other agencies. The report focuses on seasonal snowpack, 
precipitation, temperature, and drought conditions in the U.S. 
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August precipitation records set at multiple SNOTEL sites 
 

 
 
August proved to be a wet month for parts of the western U.S. Many of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service SNOTEL stations with at least 15 years of record measured their highest-ever August precipitation. 
Tropical Storm Hilary was responsible for most of the monthly rainfall as it moved through California before 
tracking northeast. Seasonal monsoonal flow brought even more precipitation to the Southwest on 
September 1, causing these wet areas to become even more saturated. Impacts from the abundant rain 
include interstate closures near Las Vegas, NV and Burning Man Festival attendees being stranded for 
several days after the event due to flooding.  
 
Related: 
Flood engulfs California's I-15, temporarily closing artery from Vegas – SFGATE (CA) 
Wait times to exit Burning Man drop after flooding left tens of thousands stranded in Nevada desert - AP 
News 
Las Vegas Flooding Sweeps People Away as Strip Becomes River – Newsweek 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fweather%2Farticle%2Fflood-closes-california-i15-from-vegas-18345387.php&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C564984eacc454b3b731d08dbafc295c3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638297022501682879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9wjyf7k2HdQWwR4apvle3Hzt%2FnH3Wd8uyHk1pdH3Ku8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fburning-man-flooding-nevada-stranded-0726190c9f8378935e2a3cce7f154785&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C564984eacc454b3b731d08dbafc295c3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638297022501682879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L2cOIxtwynv98EDW38mkQ63Uz8xiobqPwY5%2FxUyRZpw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsweek.com%2Flas-vegas-flash-flooding-strip-river-casinos-1822148&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C564984eacc454b3b731d08dbafc295c3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638297022501682879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=95QZd4hgG4Pqw7%2FlioLM5CvIp7i9V709ZStm1efH81E%3D&reserved=0


Water and Climate Update 

9/7/2023  Page 2 

Precipitation

Last 7 Days, NRCS SNOTEL Network 

 

 

7-day precipitation 
percent of median 
map 

See also:  
7-day total precipitation 
values (inches) map 

 

Alaska 7-day 
precipitation 
percent of 
median map  

See also:  
Alaska 7-day 
total 
precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://go.usa.gov/xy7Sg
https://go.usa.gov/xy7Sg
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
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Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks 
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day precipitation 
percent of normal 
map for the 
continental U.S. 

 

See also: 7-day 
total precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

 

 

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks  
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day precipitation 
percent of normal 
map for Alaska. 

See also:  
7-day total 
precipitation  
values (inches) 
map 

 

http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
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Month-to-Date, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks 
Source: PRISM 

 

 
Month-to-date national 
total precipitation 
anomaly map 

 

 

Last 3 Months, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks 
Source: PRISM 

June through 
August 2023 
precipitation 
anomaly map 

 

https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
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Water Year-to-Date, NRCS SNOTEL Network 

 

2023 water 
year-to-date 
precipitation 
percent of 
median map 

See also:  

2023 water 
year-to-date 
precipitation 
percent of 
average map 

 
2023 water 
year-to-date 
precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

 

Alaska 2023 
water year-
to-date 
precipitation 
percent of 
median map  

See also:  

Alaska 2023  
water year-to-
date 
precipitation 
percent of 
average map 

Alaska 2023 
water year-to-
date 
precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

  

  

https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
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Temperature

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks 
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day temperature 
anomaly map for the 
contiguous U.S. 

See also: 7-day 
temperature (° F) 
map 

 

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks             
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day temperature 
anomaly map for 
Alaska. 

See also:  
7-day temperature  
(° F) map 

 

http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDeptWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDeptWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDeptWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
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Month-to-Date, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks         
Source: PRISM 

Month-to-date 
national daily 
mean 
temperature 
anomaly map  

 

 

 
 

 

Last 3 Months, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks         
Source: PRISM 

 

June through August 
2023 daily mean 
temperature anomaly 
map  

 

  

https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php


Water and Climate Update 

9/7/2023  Page 8 

Drought 

U.S. Drought Monitor              U.S. Drought Portal   
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center      Source: NOAA 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.drought.gov/drought/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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Current National Drought Summary, September 05, 2023 
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center 

“Heavy rainfall associated with Hurricane Idalia brought damaging winds and flooding centered along its 
path. Idalia moved from the Gulf of Mexico inland along the northeastern Gulf Coast of Florida and continued 
northeastward through south-central and east-central Georgia, slightly inland from the South Carolina Coast, 
then across southeastern North Carolina before moving into the open waters of the northwestern Atlantic 
Ocean. A solid swath of heavy rains were observed in a band from the eastern Florida Panhandle northward 
through middle Georgia, interior eastern South Carolina, and southeastern North Carolina as far north as the 
lower Outer Banks. Between 4.5 to 10.0 inches of rain fell solidly along this swath of land, but rainfall totals 
dropped off rapidly to the west and east of the main band. 

Farther west, a surge of tropical moisture pushed northward into the southwestern U.S., continuing 
northward across the Great Basin, Intermountain West, and adjacent Rockies into adjacent Canada. Heavy 
rainfall fell in a broken pattern over this general area, with the highest amounts reported across interior 
southeastern California, over much of the middle Colorado River Basin, and across scattered areas farther 
north. The heaviest amounts outside the lower Colorado River Basin fell on higher elevations and over areas 
where precipitation was enhanced by orography, as is typical. 

Most of the Nation, however, endured a hot and drier-than-normal week, including most areas of drought. 
Temperatures averaged 5 to 10 deg. F accompanied deficient precipitation over a large area from the 
Rockies to the Appalachians and central Gulf Coast Region, prompting drought intensification over large 
parts of the Upper Mississippi Valley, the Central States, and the southern tier of the country west of the 
Florida Panhandle. Improvement was limited to the band of heavy precipitation from Hurricane Idalia, and in 
scattered locales affected by the tropical moisture surge in the Desert Southwest, from southeastern Utah to 
central Arizona westward toward central California. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
the coverage of topsoils short or very short of moisture increased by 6 percent this past week, now covering 
58 percent of the contiguous 48 states. This is the greatest coverage at this time of year in more than 9 
years, the prior record in that short interim being just over 50 percent in 2020.” 

 

 

National Drought Summary – West 

“Monsoon rains remained subpar across eastern Arizona, New Mexico, and southwestern Colorado, 
prompting a continued slow deterioration in dryness and drought there. With the monsoonal wet season 
winding down during September, the odds for heavy precipitation episodes declines, and thus the prospects 
for significant relief from the intensifying dryness and drought become progressively worse. Dryness and 
drought also cover large parts of Washington and Oregon as well as the northern tiers of Idaho and 
Montana. Some deterioration was noted in north-central Montana, but farther west, conditions were 
essentially unchanged in northern Idaho and the Pacific Northwest.” 

 

 

  

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Summary.aspx
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Changes in Drought Monitor Categories over Time   
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center  
 

                    1 Week 

 

1 Month 

 
            6 Months 

 

             1 Year 

 
Changes in drought conditions over the last 12 months for the contiguous U.S. 

 

Highlighted Drought Resources 

• Drought Impact Reporter 

• Quarterly Regional Climate Impacts and Outlook 

• U.S. Drought Portal Indicators and Monitoring 

• U.S. Population in Drought, Weekly Comparison 

• USDA Disaster and Drought Information 

 

 

 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_1W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_4W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_26W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_26W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_52W.pdf
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/map/
https://www.drought.gov/reports
https://www.drought.gov/current-conditions
https://www.drought.gov/current-conditions
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/CompareTwoWeeks.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/CompareTwoWeeks.aspx
https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster/drought
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_1W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_4W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_26W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230905/20230905_conus_chng_52W.pdf
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USDA Secretarial Drought Designations 
Source: USDA Farm Service Agency 

 
 

Wildfires: Fire Information for Resource Management System US/Canada 
Source: NASA/USDA Forest Service 

 
        Current active wildfires larger than 1,000 acres in size 

 

Highlighted Wildfire Resources 

• National Interagency Fire Center 
 

• InciWeb Incident Information System 
 
• Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Disaster-Assist/Secretarials/2023-Secretarial-Disasters/ALL_Drought_CY2023.pdf
https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/map/#d:today;l:landsat,noaa20-viirs,viirs,modis_a,modis_t,active-usa,active-ca,fire-perimeter,street;@-95.9,37.9,5.5z
https://www.nifc.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Disaster-Assist/Secretarials/2023-Secretarial-Disasters/ALL_Drought_CY2023.pdf
https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/map/#d:today;l:landsat,noaa20-viirs,viirs,modis_a,modis_t,active-usa,active-ca,fire-perimeter,street;@-95.9,37.9,5.5z
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Other Climatic and Water Supply Indicators 

Soil Moisture        
Source: NOAA National Centers for Environmental Prediction 

Modeled soil moisture percentiles as of September 02, 2023 

 

Soil Moisture Percent of Saturation      
Source: NRCS SNOTEL and Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN)   
U.S. soil moisture map at 8-inch depth:   

 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/snowClimateMonitoring/soilClimateConditions/
https://go.usa.gov/xe7BR
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml
https://go.usa.gov/xe7BR


Water and Climate Update 

9/7/2023  Page 13 

Soil Moisture                            
Source: NRCS Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN) 

 
 

This chart shows the precipitation and soil moisture for the last 30 days at the Pine Nut SCAN site in 
Nevada. Two powerful storm systems, Tropical Storm Hilary and the recent monsoonal flow, brought 
ample precipitation to the site during the period, with increases in soil moisture seen at all sensor depths 
except the -40-inch sensor after the events. Total precipitation for the 30-day period was 5.61 inches. 

 
 
 
 
Soil Moisture Data Portals 

• USCRN Soil Moisture 

• National Soil Moisture Network 

• NOAA Climate Prediction Center Soil Moisture 

• NASA Grace 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/snowClimateMonitoring/soilClimateConditions/
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2144
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/us-climate-reference-network-uscrn-soil-temperature-and-soil-moisture
http://nationalsoilmoisture.com/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://nasagrace.unl.edu/
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2144
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Streamflow, Drought, Flood, and Runoff 
Source: U.S. Geological Survey  WaterWatch Streamflow Map 

 
 

WaterWatch: Streamflow, drought, flood, and runoff conditions 
 

Reservoir Storage 
 

Hydromet Teacup Reservoir Depictions 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

• Upper Colorado  

• Pacific Northwest/Snake/Columbia   

• Sevier River Water, Utah  

• Upper Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas 

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/?id=ww_flood
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/new/?id=flood-gmap
http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/basin/
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/select.html
http://www.sevierriver.org/reservoirs/teacup-diagram-of-reservoirs/
http://www.usbr.gov/gp/hydromet/teacup_form1.html
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/new/?id=flood-gmap
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Current California Reservoir Conditions               
Source: California Department of Water Resources 

 

 

Current California Reservoir Conditions 

 

http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/rescond.pdf
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/rescond.pdf
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Agricultural Weather Highlights 
Author: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB 

National Outlook, Thursday September 07, 2023: “A cold front inching toward the East Coast will remain 
the focus for afternoon and evening thunderstorms, leading to 5-day rainfall totals of 1 to 3 inches or more in 
the middle and northern Atlantic States. Meanwhile, a new disturbance arriving across the nation’s mid-
section will generate a few showers, starting on Friday or during the weekend. Although most areas will 
receive only light rain, totals could reach 1 to 2 inches or more on the central and southern Plains. 
Elsewhere, little or no rain will fall during the next 5 days west of the Rockies. Additionally, a weekend heat 
wave will push temperatures to 110°F or higher in parts of the Desert Southwest. Farther east, however, a 
protracted heat wave in the south-central U.S. will begin to break, with temperatures largely remaining below 
100°F by early next week. The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for September 12 – 16 calls for the likelihood of 
near- or below-normal temperatures from the central and southern Plains to the northern and middle Atlantic 
States, including the Midwest, while warmer-than-normal weather will dominate the West and the Deep 
South. Meanwhile, near- or above-normal precipitation across much of the country should contrast with drier-
than-normal weather in southern Florida and from the Pacific Northwest to the upper Midwest.”  
 
Weather Hazards Outlook: September 09 – 13, 2023 
Source: NOAA Weather Prediction Center 
 

 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/threats.php
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/threats.php
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Seasonal Drought Outlook: September 01 – November 30, 2023  
Source: National Weather Service 

 

Climate Prediction Center Three-month Outlook 
Source: National Weather Service 

Precipitation 

 

Temperature 

 

September-October-November 2023 precipitation and temperature outlook summaries 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/fxus05.html
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
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More Information 

The NRCS National Water and Climate Center publishes this weekly report. We welcome your feedback. If 
you have questions or comments, please contact us. 

 

 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/
mailto:julie.koeberle@usda.gov?subject=Weekly%20Water%20and%20Climate%20Update
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