United States Department of Agriculture USDA 0 N RCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service s Y

State Specific Training Module fo




United States Department of Agriculture USDA N RCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service




United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

New Mexico State Laws affecting conservation planning and practice
implementation — Animal Feeding Operations AFOs

Follow the New Mexico Environment
Department- Ground Water Quality Bureau
(GWQB) requirements for nutrient management
plans (NMPs)
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title20/20.006.00
06.html

NRCS Knowledge and Training Requirements
for developing Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plans (CNMPs)
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.asp
x?hid=37789

Individuals certified as nutrient management
consultants in other States are eligible for
certification in New Mexico

NRCS Certification is valid for three years and can
be renewed on or before the expiration date.
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https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title20/20.006.0006.html
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title20/20.006.0006.html
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=37789
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=37789
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New Mexico State Laws affecting conservation planning and
practice implementation

Pest Management

* New Mexico requires a New Mexico Department of Agriculture (NMDA)
issued license Pesticide Compliance (nmsu.edu) for anyone applying or
recommending restricted use pesticides. y

 NRCS requires that Windows Pesticide Screening Tool (WIN-PST) |
Natural Resources Conservation Service (usda.gov) be used to evaluate
the rlsks of the use of pest|C|des and to address the rlsk wnth mltlg D8, i d
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https://nmdeptag.nmsu.edu/aes/pesticide-compliance.html
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/tech-tools/windows-pesticide-screening-tool-win-pst
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/tech-tools/windows-pesticide-screening-tool-win-pst
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New Mexico State Laws affecting conservation planning and
practice implementation

* All planned conservation practices and activities that have the
potential to adversely affect threatened and endangered species must
be approved by the NRCS New Mexico State Biologist.

Crustaceans 2
Mollusks 25

Threatened and Endangered Animal Species in New NEW MEXICO STATE ENDANGERED PLANT

Mexico SPECIES(19.21.2.8NMAC)https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/c
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservati onservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-
on/threatened-endangered-species/biennial- Biennial-Review.pdf

reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf

o Mammals 24 species * 45species

. Birds 32

. Reptiles 15

. Amphibians 6

. Fishes 22
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https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
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New Mexico State Laws affecting conservation planning and
practice implementation

Cultural Resources

I' Any ground disturbing practice must be evaltuated by acultural resource
specialist or permitted archaeologist.

 The NM State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) or Tribal Historic Preservation

Office (THPO) consultation must be completed prior to ground disturbance (30
days).

"¢ Consultation with Native American Tribes may also be required.

* “All planned conservation activities that involve any ground disturbance
must be approved by the NRCS New Mexico State Archaeologlst
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New Mexico State Laws affectmg conservation planning and

| practlce |mplementat|on

~~+» New Mexico, operates on the ”FE‘ Time, First in Right” rule for water rights. §
-2
* When addressing any resource issue lr'nvolvmg water, one must inventory
water rights. Contact the New Mexico ‘Offlce of the State Engineer for more
information https://www.ose.state.nm.us NRAB/index.php
LY
i Practices that may affect water rights are irrigatio ted practices,
f conversion of dry land to irrigated crop land, spring develoy ents, water
- catchments and any water impoundments. : LS
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https://www.ose.state.nm.us/WRAB/index.php
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All Technical Service Providers must use the New Mexico Field Office Technical
Guide (FOTG). https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/ for all conservation activities

@) Field Office Technical Guide | NM

New Mexico
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https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/
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New Mexico Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

TSPs must use the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Resource Concern
List and Planning Criteria in Section 3 of the New Mexico FOTG to identify resource
concerns and plan/implement alternative treatments.

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NM/documents/section=3&folder=10101

National Resource Concern
List and Planning Criteria

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

March 2023



https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NM/documents/section=3&folder=10101
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New Mexico Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

TSPs must use the Conservation Practice Standards and Supporting Documents in
Section 4 of the New Mexico | Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS — USDA in Section 4
of the New Mexico FOTG to treat resource concerns.

@) Field Office Technical Guide | NM
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https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NM/documents/section=4&folder=-3
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New Mexico Major Land Uses or Agronomic ’
Practices

* Approximately 93% of agricultural acres reported in New Mexico
are in grasslands. The native rangeland in this state is primarily
short grass species. The primary grazers are cattle. usba/nass 2022 state B -

SR Agriculture Overview for New Mexico

f-f’{‘ * Alfalfa, Corn, Forage Sorghum, Sorghum, mixed Forages, Cotton and #=
Wheat are planted on most of the remaining 7 % of crop acres.

o Other crops include vegetables, Pecans, Pistachios and grapes.
Qb USDA/NASS 2022 State Agriculture Overview for New Mexico

* Approximately 750,000 pasture and crop lands are irrigated in New |
Mexico, 51% flood, 45% by sprinklers and 5% by drip systems

> ; PowerPoint Presentation (unm.edu)



https://www.nass.usda.gov/Quick_Stats/Ag_Overview/stateOverview.php?state=NEW%20MEXICO
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Quick_Stats/Ag_Overview/stateOverview.php?state=NEW%20MEXICO
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Quick_Stats/Ag_Overview/stateOverview.php?state=NEW%20MEXICO
https://efla.unm.edu/home/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/WaterGrandChallengesPoster_StroudS_10Dec2020.pdf
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*  Soil Erosion by wind is a primary concern
especially when dealing with dry Land
farming.

* Use Wind Erosion Prediction
Software(WEPS) WEPS Main page (usda.gov)
to assess resource concerns

*  Declining Fertility over time should be
evaluated

* Typical Conservation Practices that can be
used to address this resource concern:

* ReducedTillage: includes 329 Residue
Tillage Management No till and 345
Residue Tillage Management Mulch till

* 328 - Conservation Crop Rotation
* 340 Cover Crops



https://infosys.ars.usda.gov/WindErosion/weps/
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Common Cropland Resource Concerns in New Mexico

* Water Quantity - Irrigation efficiency is a
common resource concern in New
Mexico. Conservation Practices that can
be used to address this are:

e 442 - Sprinkler System
* 441 - Micro Irrigation

* 449 - |rrigation Water
Management

e 533 - Pumping Plant

e 587 - Structure for Water Control
e 443 - Surface Irrigation

* 436 - Irrigation Reservoir
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Common Pasture Resource Concerns in New Mexico

» There is potential for highly productive pastures.
* Small Acreage farms are ideal for small scale livestock
production

. Typlcal Conservation Practices that can be used to address
= 2 ,_-thlsJ resource concern:
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Common Pasture/Rangeland Resource Issues in New Mexico

Animal Resource Concerns:

Inadequate Habitat for Fish & Wildlife,
Livestock Production Limitation,
Inadequate livestock water.

Conservation Practices that can be used
to address this resource concern:

* 645-Upland Wildlife Habitat
Management

* 528 —Prescribed Grazing

* 614 — Watering Facility

* 649 — Structures for Wildlife

* 382 -Fence

* 550-Range Planting

* 512 - Forage and Biomass Planting
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Common Pasture/Rangeland Resource Issues in New Mexico

e Soil Quality Degradation - Tools used to
determine erosion on pasture &
rangeland are in Section 4 New Mexico |
Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS —
USDA:

e Pasture Conditioning Score sheet

* Interpreting Indicators of
Rangeland Health

e Typical Conservation Practices that
can be used to address this resource
concern:

e 528 —Prescribed Grazing
* 511-Forage Harvest Management

e 548 — Grazing Land Mechanical
Treatment

=
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https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NM/documents/section=4&folder=-6
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NM/documents/section=4&folder=-6
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NM/documents/section=4&folder=-6
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Common Pasture/RangeIan Resource Issues In New MeX|co

@9 Plant Resource Concerns:

Degraded plant condition — tools to use to determine plant condition:
Pasture Conditioning Score sheet, Tech Note 19 (range sheet), Rangeland
Health Assessment, Rangeland Trend worksheet, found in the New
Mexico Field Office Technical Guide Section 4 Ecological Science Tools

concern:
e 528 — Prescribed Grazing
382 - Fencing
e 512 - Forage and Biomass Planting
550 Range PIantmg
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Review of Important New Mexico Wildlife Resource Issues

Threatened & Endangered species Issues:
* Habitat Degradation

* Imbalances among populations

* Habitat fragmentation

* Human disturbances

e Livestock impacts

® Human encroachment

Threatened and Endangered (T&E) Animal Species in New Mexico
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-
Review.pdf

* Typical Conservation Practices that can be used to address this resource concern include:

N

* 645 - Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
e 314 - Brush Management

* 550 - Range Planting

512 —Forage and Biomass Planting

* 612 -Tree and Shrub Establishment.



https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/threatened-endangered-species/biennial-reviews/2022-Biennial-Review.pdf
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Important Resource Issues Concerning Pollinators

1.  Protection from pesticide '
a) Reduce or eliminate use ,
b)  Follow labels
c) Beware of drift

2.  Providing or conserving nesting sites

a) 70% ground nesting, 30% wood
cavity nesting

b)  Manage existing sites or provide
artificial nests

3.  Providing or conserving floral resources
a) Season-long diverse bloom
b)  Native plant species are best
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Common Riparian Resource Concerns In New Mexico

* Stream bank stability, water quality, erosion control, temperature,
turbidity, species composition along stream bank. (NM 319 list New
Mexico Environment Department

Typical conservation practices that can be used to address this concern:

580 — Stream bank & shoreline protection

395 - Stream habitat improvement management
528 - Prescribed grazing

472 — Access control (use exclusion)

612 - Tree and shrub establishment
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https://www.env.nm.gov/
https://www.env.nm.gov/
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Common Wetland Resource Concerns in New Mexico

*  Anysort of hydrologic or vegetative
modification which will affect the proper
functioning condition of the wetland. All
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) y
regulations regarding wetlands must be
followed. E

*  Producers Must comply with the Wetland
Provisions of the 1985 Food Security Act to
remain eligible for USDA financial assistance.
Producers work with FSA and file form AD1026 if
they plan to modify any land, such as draining,
land leveling, filling, dredging, land clearing or
excavation that has not been evaluated for the
presence of wetlands by NRCS.
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New Mexico Land Ownership

Approximately 40% of this state is
public lands. Most of the public land
is managed for multiple use, and
leases by individual ranchers is

common.

Conservation planning on private
land may include a public
component, but the opportunity for
private individuals to construct
permanent conservation practices
on public lands is limited.

Native American Indian lands are
not public lands and require §_%[
Tribal/Nation/Pueblo approval for all
conservation practices

Bureau of Land Managemsant Mational Park Service

DODIDOE/Other Federal Private
Forest Service State

Fish and Wildlife Service Staie Game and Fish
B indian State Park
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NRCS Field Offices and
administrative Areas

# Aftec Chama‘ Raton .
Taos Clayton
* .
AZ TEAM 3
CU':G Hemandez .Mora
® Roy
Crownpoint nta Fe——FEAM 4
* TEAM 1 ® Las Vegas
Gallup ORTH AREA
Albuquergue *
Grants beo Santa Rosa| Tucumcari
. Estancia ¢
Los Lunas TEAM &
Mountainai = Clovi
inair ovis &
Datil Socormo Fort Sumner
¢ Portales
TEAM 8 *
TEAM 11
Carrizo
'] J__
3
SOUTH AREA R "
. _
' : Truth or Alamogordo LT
Silver City | consequences . -
.
TEAM 7 [TEAM 9 TEAM 10
& L]
. L L Carlshad
Lordsburg Deming Las Cruces
L North Area - Albuquergue
[ Te-ans_
26 Conservation Districts (Picuris
e—— Puehlo SWCD New Tribal District)
23 Nations, Tribes, and Pueblos
" South Area - Las Cruces
0 N RCS -Q- STeams_
22 Conservation Districts
esourte Inveniories and Assessments
P4, S - = = s 2 Nations, Tribes, and Pueblos

Jrrap,_bempiates eI acmin_15.mod

N
w




United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Expected TSP Workflow

* The State Resource Conservationist (SRC) will be responsible for
reviewing TSP conservation planning for the National Planner
Designation.

* Subsequent conservation plans will be reviewed by the District
Conservationist (DC) at the local USDA Service Center.

 The SRC will conduct plan reviews for TSP planner designation
renewals.

* TSPs will work with the local District Conservationist to make sure
the proper environmental evaluations (NRCS.CPA.52) are
completed.
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Additional References or Training

* New Mexico NRCS CNMP Training for CNMPs
 New Mexico State University Nutrient Management Guide

* A Professional Engineering (PE) license is required for all
engineering Practices involving a TSP
https://www.sblpes.state.nm.us/engineering/



https://www.sblpes.state.nm.us/engineering/
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Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing
deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form,
call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax:
(202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Certificate of Completion

After viewing the State Specific Training module, please print and
sign the completion certificate on the following slide.

The certificate is your acknowledgement that based on the
information provided in this module, you have the proper
knowledge, skills and ability to conduct planning in this State.

Within your NRCS Registry profile, enter the training and upload
the signed certificate to verify completion.
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STATE SPECIFIC TRAINING MODULE COMPLETION CERTIFICATE

1, hereby verify | have viewed and understand the content of [enter state name] State
TSP Name

Specific Training Module and affirm | have the knowledge, skills, and ability to conduct conservation planning

services in this state.

TSP Signature Date

N
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