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What is it?

• Overview of opportunities and 
initiatives with common goals that…

Strengthen collaboration between 
partners while identifying opportunities 
to leverage resources that strategically 
deliver conservation.
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“Ridges to Rivers”



“Ridges to Rivers”



TN Aquatic Framework
(Fourteen HUC 8 Watersheds)

• A strategy to guide restoration of rivers 
and wetlands to support habitat 
connectivity in watersheds with 
significant at-risk species.



Aquatic focused WLFW species will be reorganized into an Aquatic Framework and 
expanded into other priority watersheds.

 Landscape Scale – Provides an effective and efficient mechanism to target conservation actions across large geographies 
while supporting locally led conservation.

 Enhanced Partnerships - Elevates the importance of conservation planning and prioritizes added technical capacity 
through streamlined partnership opportunities at national/state/local levels.

 ESA Predictability - Credits voluntary conservation actions in Endangered Species Act regulatory decisions and provides 
increased regulatory predictability for producers across USDA conservation programs that supports economic stability.

 Program Alignment - Allows for better local and national alignment of USDA conservation program participation 
opportunities locally to maximize opportunities to address multiple resource concerns.  



• Potentially a New 
Framework 

• “Eastern Deciduous 
Forest”: A strategy to 
achieve forest health and 
habitat restoration that 
benefits declining wildlife 
dependent on young 
forests. WLFW Golden 

Winged Warbler



Major threats include: 
1) Habitat loss and fragmentation
2) Climate change 
3) Alterations to natural land disturbance regimes 
4) Invasive species



Cumberland Plateau 
Stewardship Fund

In ten years, the fund 
has invested more 
than $12.5 million in 
70 projects, leveraging 
$23 million in 
conservation 
resources.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

• Restore and enhance shortleaf pine and oak 
savanna forests on public and private lands

• Restore and enhance riparian forests and 
freshwater habitat

• Increase populations of forest and grassland 
birds, as well as fish, amphibians and other 
aquatic species

• Engage private landowners through outreach, 
training and technical assistance activities that 
contribute to the restoration and enhancement 
of habitats and wildlife, and supports working 
forests by demonstrating their environmental 
and socioeconomic benefits



Grant Slate 
(by year)



Questions ?

Chase Coakley, Area Resource 
Biologist

chase.coakley@usda.gov

615-295-6114
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