Missouri State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes
April 25, 2023

Meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Nate Goodrich, Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) Assistant State Conservationist — Partnerships. Nate thanked everyone for
attending and went through the agenda for the meeting (see attached), then he passed the meeting
on to Scott Edwards, NRCS State Conservationist, for opening comments.

Scott greeted the group and then provided an update on NRCS programs and talked about the
Gateway to Conservation FY 22 handout (attached) then passed the meeting on to Joe Aull, Farm
Service Agency State Executive Director. Joe provided an update on FSA programs and then
passed the meeting on to Mark Holtgren, Rural Development Deputy State Director. Mark
provided an update on Rural Development Programs.

State Tech Committee Function, Feedback, and Follow-up: Nate explained the NRCS was
going to use a new polling software today to gather committee feedback and how that feedback
can and will be used. Then he proceeded on to cover the committee’s purpose, function,
structure, and policy that is in our Conservation Programs Manual. He also explained the NRCS
State Conservationist responsibilities. He talked about the eight subcommittees and who chairs
the committee and its members (see attached). Nate explained the structures and responsibilities
of the subcommittees in that they are limited to ten people or less and their purpose is to have a
technical specialist focus and to balance conversations between the entire state technical
committee. Nate announced the addition of the new agribusiness subcommittee this year. Tim
Gibbons asked what the purview is of the subcommittees. Nate replied we are developing that.
The agribusiness subcommittee does not have a charter yet. The start of the agribusiness
subcommittee was brought about after an individual asked for his business to be included in the
state technical committee and saw the need for an agribusiness subcommittee. Jim Ball
commented that he appreciated Nate explaining this information on the committee. He also
commented that fielding questions from the large group can be difficult so he said that
subcommittees would help that. Nate agreed and explained that subcommittees serve as a way to
manage recommendations and in the future would like subcommittees to make presentations to
the whole committee at meetings.

State Tech Committee: Real Life Examples:

Scott Edwards covered the new major legislation for conservation. They are Bipartisan
Infrastructure Bill and Inflation Reduction Act. He explained that the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Bill has funded Watershed Operations Program (PL 83-566) and covered the general purposes of
this program. Scott talked about Missouri’s PL-83-566 priorities. A live feedback question was
given asking the committee to rank the six priorities of Missouri’s PL 83-566. Scott announced
that over the next month we will be developing a workload prioritization tool for watershed
ranking and we will be seeking input from all committee members. Scott explained the process
of how PL 83-566 projects come to fruition in that they start with a request that he receives and
turns into NHQ to develop a preliminary investigative feasibility report (PIFR). A live feedback
question was given asking the committee to rank the four watershed projects high priority
resource concerns. He provided an update on Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities. He
said that 37 approved projects will be available in Missouri. He ended his presentation talking



about the Inflation Reduction Act. He provided a brief overview of NRCS Provisions, what
makes IRA different, and Missouri IRA Funding Projections (See attached).

Tim Gibbons asked why was so low in 2023. Scott replied we received partial funding since
funds were received later in the fiscal year. Frank Oberle asked about funding and percentages.
Scott explained that it is targeted by priorities such as beginning farmers, Historically
Underserved, etc.

Hannah Hemmelgarn asked if there is a plan if there are more funds than producers and if there
are requirements how will NRCS help. Scott said there are requirements for the programs and
responded that he doesn’t think we will ever have a lack of producers in need. NRCS’s roll will
continue to be helping producers navigate applying for funds. Tim Gibbons asked a question
regarding cover crops, till/no-till, and tree and shrub establishment being a form of nutrient
management. Scott explained that while yes, cover crops and other best management practices
are part of the whole system for nutrient management, the specific practice standard 590 for
nutrient management is not being widely delivered. Scott talked about the NRCS Cover Crops
Conservation Practice 340. He covered payment rates, the species, mix combinations, and
multiple year contracts. He highlighted the SWCD State Cost Share Program Policy for N340
Cover Crop and the opportunities for cover crop. Scott talked about the Native Forages Initiative.
He said that we are up to $5 million for native grasses in grazing systems. Our partners are
coming together for technical assistance. Amy Hamilton, Frank Oberle, Tim Gibbons
complimented this initiative. Jim Ball asked about Act Now’s role in Native Forages. Scott
explained that Act Now is used for a new demand that we are making a priority to fund. Jim
followed up with asking if there was enough funding for the Native Forages Initiative to be in
full demand. Scott replied yes and the next opportunity for additional IRA funding is in June.
Scott wrapped up explaining that Missouri is leading nationwide in the number (32) of
Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities approved projects.

Marilyn Gann provided a presentation on the Water Quality Sub Committee and acknowledged
who was on the committee. Then she provided an update on MRBI. She said Missouri is one of
12 states identified as part of the initiative. The focus is improving water quality in small
watersheds. NRCS anticipates an opportunity to propose new priority watersheds soon for 2024.
She showed a map of the proposed watersheds and then shared the top five recommendations
that the subcommittee suggested. The State Technical Committee provided input on the
suggested watersheds. Subcommittee member, Robert Stout shared comment about the
committee and their goal, their concerns, and with that they are making a difference. Frank
Oberle expressed concern regarding the science we have about water concerns and sediment. He
asked for an explanation of what the science is behind figuring out if a watershed has problems
with sediment. He said DNR has a certain time they do sampling. He would like to see someone
sample during rain events to see what watersheds are impeding our water streams. Marilyn
responded the committee will take this into consideration and will see what is within policy. Jim
Ball asked if all projects involve building a lake and if any of these projects involved tax rate
incentive programs. Scott said these projects are not all building lakes and are working
land/farmland treatment.



Subcommittee Reports:

e Easements Update: Chris Hamilton provided an update on ACEP-WRE and the
compensation that they will receive. He shared a copy of the ACEP-WRE Compensation
GARC Map. Announced that they are moving to doing easement assessments on an
individual basis instead of by area to get a more accurate value to reflect the increase cost
of land. He identified the Easements subcommittee.

e WQ/Source Water: Marilyn Gann provided a presentation on the Water Quality Sub
Committee and acknowledged who was on the committee.

e Programs: Marilyn Gann identified the committee and said that this committee will
meet this fall.

e Grasslands: Selma Mascaro identified the committee and said that this committee has
not met recently.

e Forestry/Wildlife: Selma Mascaro identified the committee and said that she has not
met recently.

e Agribusiness: Andrew Rackers said this is a new committee that it is being formed. He
intends to hold a meeting early summer.

e Urban Ag: Nate Goodrich said that he is taking over this committee and they have not
met yet since he took over but they did meet last year to establish a charter.

e Soil Health: Nate Goodrich, subcommittee chair said that this committee has not met
yet. Jorge Lugo-Camacho is new subcommittee Chair.

Scott made an announcement that Rex McAliley is transitioning from Water Resources staff
to Ecological Sciences staff to work with partner agencies and work to find data for impaired
streams. We are adding staff across the state to assist with watershed work including
planners, engineers, geologists, etc. We are also adding a state training coordinator to help
facilitate trainings and cope with the high turnover rate within the agency and partners.

Partnership for Climate Smart Commodities Projects: There were 5 presentations made.

e CRCL, University of Missouri (Rob Myers): He provided an update on this project.
He explained they provide technical and financial assistance to producers to implement
climate smart production practices on a voluntary basis on working lands and pilot
innovative and cost-effective methods. Project components are incentive payment
program, easy to use participant sign up app, technical assistance, education and training
programs, monitoring, reporting and verification, market development for climate smart
commodities. He talked about the practice incentives and the payments per acre. He said
they have the project contract signed and hopes to hold a sign up in July. Jim Ball asked
if these are one-time payments. Rob said it depends, example would be cover crop but
most are one time. Rob explained that cover crop grazing can be an additional payment
attached to a base payment of doing the cover crop but that the University can’t pay for
the same practice that NRCS is already paying for. Tim Gibbons asked how much money
was coming from the Government. Rob explained that there is $25 million in
Government funding and the University is matching. Hannah Hemmelgarn asked if other
groups are using farm ways and how this will be managed based on how many groups are
using incentive programs? Rob replied that they are helping farmers navigate what is the
most relevant program for them. Staff are designated to help navigate the number of
programs available and how they can compliment each other.



Horizon II, Roeslein Alternative Energy (Brandon Butler): Provided an update on
this project. He explained the goal is to keep Energy, Ecosystem, and Wildlife Objectives
in Balance. He shared that the company was founded in 2012. They have 9 working
farms in northern Missouri. He showed the source to revenue map, highlighted their
major accomplishments, and their awards and recognitions. He said they created the
platform prairie prophets. They have a podcast and will print and mail journals. They
will buy articles and photos for their content. Their goal is to have a video series on a
streaming system (Netflix is the goal). Their grant is $80 million.

Industrial Hemp Supply, Lincoln University (Dr. Babu Valliyodan): Provided an
update on this project. Goal is scaling up the industry hemp supply chain as carbon
negative feed stock for fuel and fiber. He provided an overview. The objective is to
establish nationally recognized industrial hemp program and to extend that acknowledge
to growers and producers. Aspects of industrial hemp (Funded by the USDA-NRCS-
CSC) include designing for maximum carbon fixing and carbon sequestration, and
measuring, monitoring, and verifying the carbon and GHG benefits associated with
climate smart production practices. They are scaling up the industrial hemp supply chain
as carbon negative feedstock for fuel and fiber with LU as the lead and $5 million in
funding. Need & Approach: Capacity of industrial hemp as a cover crop and/or as
conservation crop rotation to fix and sequester carbon. Low carbon fuel production and
sustainable low carbon building. He shared an example and their plan to develop and
expand markets for hemp as a climate smart commodity by utilizing partnership to
market commodities. They use smart tech to track and ensure eco benefits. He showed a
video of the species they are growing to test. For more information you can view their
website at https://lincolnu.edu/web/hemp-institute. Jim Ball asked how much nutrients
they need to add and Dr. Valliyodan responded that studies will still need to be completed
to answer that question.

Advancing US Pork Sustainability, National Port Board (Chris McLeland): Their
objective is to expand current NPB Pork Cares Farm Impact Reports program to include
covering practice implementation cost and technical assistance. He named the 12 partners
and identified the three states that are involved in this project (IA/MO/MN). He shared
the range of practices eligible for grant participation and the timeline. They do have a
signed agreement. For more information see their website porkcheckoff.org. Erin Holmes
asked if there was a pasture component and the response was yes. They will work on that
but right now there is only livestock integration and grazing cover crops.

Biochar for Climate Smart Farms in MO, Missouri Organic Association (Jackie
Casteel): Provided an update on this project. She talked about how this process started.
She explained that they started putting biochar on one section of the farm and saw the
activity of the soil microbes and saw more carbon sequestration in that one section They
formed a committee with various partners which lead to the biochar carbon smart
program. They created carbonizer that is portable, to take to participant’s farm to load
waste, produce biochar on farm and apply to field. The goal is to build two machines in
year two and three of program, have machines running for as much of the year as
possible. They are looking for participants from poultry farms, corn and soybeans, and
specialty crops. MO Organic Association wants to represent farms of all sizes. She talked
about the staff they have and what other organizations assist them with finding locations
and make measurements. Their staff includes technicians going with machine and helping



https://lincolnu.edu/web/hemp-institute

spread biochar and deciding where it should go on the farm. Lincoln university is helping
with measuring outcomes and data collection for what climate smart practices are being
done.

Emerging Issues from Partners and Wrap Up:
Scott asked the group what they hoped to hear about and didn’t.
¢ Amy Hamilton said that she hasn’t heard of Diverse Natives for Grazing.
e Robert Stout said he would like to hear about RCPP so Scott explained briefly explained
this program.
e Hannah Hemmelgarn asked about Subcommittees and if they are they self-elect. Scott
said any state technical committee member can serve on a subcommittee.

Scott closed the meeting at 2:00 pm.
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