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NEPA PROCESS 
Initiate Draft 

Environmental Collect Analyze Environmental Decision 
Assessment Data Alternatives Assessment Document 

•Develop project 
purpose & need 

•Conduct agency & 
public scoping 

•Collect baseline data 
•Alternative 
development 

•Analyze existing 
conditions 

• Identify needed 
resource surveys 

•Agency consultation 
& coordination 

•Analyze alternatives 
•Evaluate potential 
impacts to 
environmental 
resources 

•Release Draft EA to 
public for review and 
comment 

•Review all public 
and agency 
comments 

•Prepare Final EA 

•NRCS will prepare 
a Finding-of-No 
Significant Impact 
or recommend 
an Environmental 
Impact Statement 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE 
WE ARE HERE 

Agency Review/Public 
Comment Period 

Spring 2022 

Decision 
Document 

Summer/Fall 2022 

Resource Evaluation/ 
Prepare Draft EA 

2019 - 2021 

Begin Project 
Construction* 

Fall/Winter 2023 
*(pending environmental approval and funding) 
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HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED? 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Ashley Valley Watershed Plan Study 
Team are interested in your comments and suggestions regarding the Draft Watershed Plan 
and Environmental Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project. 
Please use one of the following methods to contact the study team and share your input. 

Fill out a comment card and leave it in the box provided. 

• Take a comment card home and return it to the (435) 213-2872 
address indicated. 

email@ashleywatershed.com• Take a comment card home for friends and family to 
complete. 

• Schedule a one-on-one meeting with a study team 466 North 900 West 
member. 

@ 

Kaysville, Utah 84037 
• Email the study team. 

Public involvement is an important part of the Environmental Assessment. If you would like a response to your 
comment, please indicate that on your comment and a member of our study team will respond as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your participation. 
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Attachment 2 – June 14, 2022 Public Open House Comments 

Comment Cards 
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Attachment 3 – July 27, 2022 Public Meeting Materials 

Public Notice of Availability 

Mailer 

Open House Displays 
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Ashley Valley Watershed Project 
Uintah County, Utah 
Draft Plan-EA Public Meeting 

July 2022 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Project Information 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Uintah 
County will hold a public meeting to present proposed design modifications for the proposed piping of portions 
of the Ashley Central Canal in Vernal, specifically the section known as the Kids Canal. Proposed improvements 
are included in the Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & 
Irrigation Project (Project). 
You are invited to attend a Public Meeting where Project information will be provided and comments solicited for the 
Project Draft Plan-EA. Interested parties may voice their comments, ideas, and concerns to NRCS and Uintah County 
during this meeting. 

Draft Plan-EA Review the Draft Plan-EA and Submit a 
Public Meeting Comment 
You are invited to attend and submit a A hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA is available for review at the Uintah 
comment at the public meeting: County Library at 204 E 100 N, Vernal. 
Wednesday, July 27, 2022 An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA and an illustration of proposed 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. (formal presentation Kids Canal design modifications are available on the NRCS Project 
begins at 6:15 p.m.) webpage: bit.ly/AshleyValleyWatershed. 
Uintah County Western Park NRCS invites you to submit comments anytime during the open comment 
302 East 200 South, Vernal, UT period starting July 13, 2022 and ending on August 12, 2022. 
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Ashley Valley Watershed Project 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

NRCS invites you to submit comments anytime during the open comment 
period starting July 13, 2022 and ending on August 12, 2022. 
Comments must be postmarked by August 12, 2022. 

How to Submit a Comment 
All comments should be directed to Andy Neff - The Langdon Group: 

@

(435) 213-2872

email@ashleywatershed.com

466 North 900 West 
Kaysville, Utah 84037 

Comments may be mailed or emailed to the above address or submitted 
during the public meeting. 

*Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact
Scott Morton, Disability SEPM, at scott.morton@usda.gov or [801/524-4596], or dial 7-1-1 to access
telecommunication relay services.

Las personas con discapacidad que requieran acomodo para participar en esta reunión deben 
comunicarse con Scott Morton, Disability SEPM, a scott.morton@usda.gov o al [801/524-4596], o 
marcar el 7-1-1 para acceder a los servicios de retransmisión de telecomunicaciones. 

Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. nrcs.usda.gov/ 

PRSRT STD 
ECRWSS 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID

EDDM RETAIL Utah State Office 
125 State St #4010 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84138 

LOCAL 
POSTAL CUSTOMER 
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Ashley Valley Watershed Plan-EA Public Meeting 
July 27, 2022 
6 – 8 PM E-53



      
 

    

  

  
  

 
     

    

Introductions 
• Andy Neff, Jeni Goff, Sydney Fairclough: Public Involvement

Facilitators – Langdon Group 
• Wayne Simper: President, Ashley Central Canal Irrigation

Company 
• Uintah County: Commissioners Bart Haslem and Brad

Horrocks 
• Derek Hamilton: NRCS Water Resources Coordinator 
• Tara Hoffmann: NRCS State Cultural Resource Specialist 
• Jolene Lau: NRCS Outreach Coordinator 
• Brian Deeter: Project Manager and Project Engineer – J-U-B 

Engineers 
• Autumn Davies: Environmental Lead – J-U-B Engineers 
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Meeting Purpose 
• Follow up to public comments regarding Kids Canal

received at Plan-EA Open House (June 14) 

• Present Kids Canal design variation 

• Provide opportunity for public comment on design
variation and overall project 
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Public Comment Categories 
• Environmental Impacts 
• Canal is Historical Resource 
• Design 
• Public Recreation 
• Socio-Economic 
• Private Property Impacts 
• Purpose and Need 
• Draft EA 
• NEPA Process 
• Easements 
• Flooding 
• Public Safety 
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Meeting Schedule 
6:15 PM – Formal Presentation 

o Welcome and Introductions: Andy Neff 
o Project Overview and Purpose: Wayne Simper 
o Project Engineering and Design: Brian Deeter 
o Cultural Resources: Tara Hoffmann 
o Wildlife and Vegetation: Autumn Davies 

7:00 PM – Open Mic for Public Comment (2-minute limit for 
each commenter) 

7:50 PM – Close Open Mic Commenting 

7:50 – 8 PM – Public Opportunity to Submit Written 
Comments in Comment Boxes 

8 PM – Meeting Closed 
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Design and Engineering 
• Constraints and complications of leaving Kid’s

Canal open 
• Kid’s Canal design alternative for pipe

placement 
• What can happen to Kid’s Canal Section after

piping 
• Landowner coordination for construction 
• Ashley Central Canal for flood control after

piping 
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 Why Full Piping is Necessary 
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Kids Canal Design Alternative 
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Kids Canal Design Alternative 
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Kids Canal Design Alternative 
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Nelson Merkley Sr. came to 
Ashley in 1879 and first dug the 
canal at 500N 1500W. 

Cultural Resources 
• Section 106 process: 

1. Initiate the process 
2. Identify historic properties 
3. Assess adverse effects 
4. Resolve adverse effects via Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
5. Proceed with project 

• Historic property: Ashley Central Canal was key to the settlement of Vernal and
irrigation history of Ashley Valley. 

o Eligible for the National Register under Criterion A and B 
 A: significant role in settlement and agricultural developments 
 B: associated with Sterling Driggs Colton, noted for his role in the

canal’s development, and the first elected sheriff 
 Led to its nomination to the National Register in 1983 

o Signing of MOU in 1992 allowed for public access and walking path along
Kid’s Canal. 

o Piping the canal is an adverse effect. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. E-63



 
      

     

 

 

    

      
      

  

 
  
 

Fred Reynolds, the game warden, 
releases fish into the canal at 
Merkley corner, 1957. 

Resolving Adverse Effects 
• NRCS understands the community’s historic and current value of the 

Kid’s Canal. 

• We have received comments with recommendations for mitigation 
options: 

o Oral histories 

o Display at Regional History Center 

o Kiosk at Kid’s Canal 

• We welcome any additional mitigation ideas! 

• Mitigation will be finalized in a Memorandum of Agreement 
between the NRCS, Utah State Historic Preservation Office, Uintah 
County, and other signatories/concurring parties. 
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Wildlife and Vegetation Impacts 
• Loss of vegetation along Kid’s Canal 
• Impacts to avian habitat along Kid’s Canal 
• Presence of avian species along Kid’s Canal 
• Persistence of vegetation along canal where preserved 
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Open Mic Comment Submission 
• Line Up at Microphone 
• Provide Name to Facilitator 
• Two-minute limit for comment out of respect for others

who wish to make a comment 
• If a written response to a comment or question is

desired, a written comment card must be submitted 
• Comment cards must be submitted into the comment 

card boxes, emailed, or mailed to the 
Project Contact, Andy Neff 

• Public Comment Period runs from July 13, 2022 to
August 12, 2022 
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How to Submit a Comment 
Public Comment Period Runs July 13, 2022 to August 12,
2022 
Comments can be submitted tonight by written comment
card, by postal mail or by email to the project contact, Andy
Neff. 

* email@ashleywatershed.com 
* Ashley Valley Watershed Plan Project Team 

466 North 900 West 
Kaysville, Utah 84037 
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Attachment 4 – July 27, 2022 Public Meeting Comments 

Comment Cards 

Transcription of Open Mic Comments 
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