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To: Interested Persons, Organizations, and Agencies
Subject: Ashley Valley Watershed Plan Environmental Assessment, Uintah County, Utah

The USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is proposing a project sponsored by
Uintah County to use Federal funds to construct two large debris/detention basins to receive and
detain runoff and debris from the Coal Mine and the Yellow Hills subbasins which are located east
of the city of Vernal in Uintah County, Utah. Funds would also be used to pipe the entire length of
the Ashley Central Canal to gain irrigation efficiency and pressurize portions of the pipe to
improve downstream water quality.

The Ashley Central Canal is part of a larger network of open canals that convey irrigation water
throughout the area and also serve as storm water diversion and flood protection infrastructure
during heavy precipitation events. During exceptional storm events, the canals can become
overwhelmed causing water to overtop the canal banks and impact populated areas with water,
sediment, and debris. These large storm events have caused widespread flooding and significant
damage to downstream residents and agricultural lands. Construction of two debris detention
basins capable of accommodating a 50 to 100-year flood event upstream of affected areas would
reduce flooding risk to the local community, particularly during periods of heavy precipitation and
flash flood events.

In addition to flood protection, this project would pipe the Ashley Central Canal to prevent
seepage loss and improve irrigation efficiency for agricultural users in the area. The Ashley
Central Canal is approximately 9.6 miles long and delivers irrigation water to 38 turnouts
servicing over 4,000 acres of agricultural land. A seepage loss study conducted in 2017
determined an annual loss of approximately 6,000 acre-feet occurs along the length of the canal.
Additionally, agricultural producers that receive irrigation from the Ashley Central Canal opt to
flood irrigate due to lack of a pressurized system precluding the use of sprinkler irrigation. Runoff
from this irrigation practice is directly impacting water quality in Ashley Creek, the downstream
receiving water body and a tributary of the Green River which ultimately drains to the Colorado
River.

Piping the Ashley Central Canal would improve irrigation efficiency by eliminating seepage loss
from the canal. Upper and lower portions of the piped system measuring approximately 3.7 and
2.6 miles, respectively, would be pressurized allowing agricultural users along those sections to
convert from flood to sprinkler irrigation. This conversion would improve water quality in Ashley
Creek and downstream water bodies. Upon piping and backfilling the canal, a public walking and
biking path would be constructed on top of the canal to provide additional recreation opportunities
and travel corridors for community members.

The proposed project would be located in Vernal City and Naples City, Utah (see attached project
location exhibit). Construction is estimated for a two-year period from October 2020 to April
2022, pending environmental approval. Construction activities associated with the irrigation
system would occur each year from October 1 to April 30, outside of the typical irrigation season.

NRCS will prepare an environmental assessment (EA) as required by the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) NEPA implementing regulations. This EA will analyze the potential impacts
of the Proposed Project. As required by the NEPA implementing regulations, if potentially



significant impacts to the human environment are identified, an environmental impact statement
(EIS) will be prepared. If no significant impacts are identified, the NRCS will issue a Finding of
No Significant Impact (FONSI).

This letter begins the process of preparing the aforementioned EA. Its purpose is to give notice of
the proposed action, and to invite interested parties to comment on the EA’s scope of analysis, or
raise specific issues that they feel should be analyzed in the EA. This letter is being sent to
municipalities, organizations, and agencies, which might have interest in the Proposed Project.

/S/
BRONSON SMART, P.E.
State Conservation Engineer, Program Manager



Ashley Valley
Project Location Map

Coal Mine Basin
Detention / Debris Basin

Yellow Hills
Detention / Debris Basin

Vernal
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September 13, 2021

Mr. Devon Boyer

Chairman

Fort Hall Business Council

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation
P. O. Box 306

Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Mr. Boyer:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNG195, 42UN5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.



In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah



September 13, 2021

Ms. Betsy Chapoose

Director

Cultural Rights Protection Department

Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation, Utah
P. O. Box 190

Ft. Duchesne, Utah 84026

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Ms. Chapoose:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.



In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah



September 13, 2021

Louise E. Doxey

Cultural Resources Director

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation
P. O. Box 306

Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Mrs. Doxey:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNG195, 42UNb5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the



effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah



September 13, 2021

Mr. Luke Duncan

Chairman

Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation, Utah
P. O. Box 190

Ft. Duchesne, Utah 84026

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Mr. Duncan:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNG195, 42UNb5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
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effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah

A-11



September 13, 2021

Joshua Mann

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation, Wyoming
P.O Box 538

Fort Washakie, Wyoming 82514

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Mr. Mann:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNb5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
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effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
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September 13, 2021

Mr. Nathan Small

Council Member

Fort Hall Business Council

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation
P. O. Box 306

Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Mr. Small:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNG195, 42UN5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.
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In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah



September 13, 2021

Ms. Carolyn Smith

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation
P. O. Box 306

Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Ms. Smith:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
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mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah



September 13, 2021

John St. Clair

Chairman

Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation, Wyoming
P.O Box 538

Fort Washakie, Wyoming 82514

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Mr. St. Clair:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UNb5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UN5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
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effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah



September 13, 2021

Ms. Patti Timbimboo-Madsen

Cultural Resources

Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation
707 North Main Street

Brigham City, Utah 84302

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Ms. Timbimboo-Madsen:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNG195, 42UN5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNb5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
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effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
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September 13, 2021

Shane Warner

Chairman

Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation
707 North Main Street

Brigham City, Utah 84302

Reference: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah
County, Utah

Dear Mr. Warner:

Included in this submission are a cultural resources report titled A Cultural Resource
Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is providing technical and financial assistance to
Uintah County for a series of proposed projects to establish flood protection, improve irrigation
water delivery and efficiency, conserve water, and add recreation infrastructure in the Ashley
Valley, Uintah County, Utah. The proposed projects may include construction of debris basins,
piping of the Ashley Central Canal, and construction of multi-use recreational trails along the
canals. Approval of the projects and issuance of federal funding by the NRCS constitutes an
undertaking per the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36
CFR 800 for the consideration of historic properties in project planning and implementation.
Additionally, portions of the proposed debris basins are located on lands administered by the
Utah School & Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA). Approval to use those lands
for such purpose constitutes an undertaking per U.C.A. 9-8-404. The information presented
herein is an assessment of cultural resources that could be impacted by the undertaking and
may be used by NRCS in its compliance with 36 CFR 800 and SITLA in its compliance with
U.C.A. 9-8-404.

Pedestrian inventory of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was conducted between November
11-13, 2019, and July 20, 2020 by Sheri Murray Ellis, Principal investigator for Certus under
State of Utah PPCO Permit No 47. The APE was intensively inventoried in transects spaced
approximately 50 feet (15 meters) apart. Fieldwork was completed under authority of UDSH
Project No. U19HY0817 and under the direction of NRCS.

A total of ten archeological sites were documented with the APE (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNG195, 42UN5471, 42UN9090 — 42UN9095). Of these, four sites were determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), (42UN2676, 42UN2680,
42UNb5195, 42UN5471).

Applying the Criteria of Adverse Effects per 36 CFR 800.5.a.1, the NRCS has determined that
proposed physical disturbances to site 42UN5195, the Ashley Central Canal, as a result of
proposed rehabilitation activities will result in adverse effects that will diminish the site’s
integrity and those characteristics that qualify them for the NRHP.

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6, NRCS will resolve the adverse effects to site 42UN5195
through the development of a treatment plan specifying measures to minimize and mitigate the
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effects to the historic properties. Once the treatment plan and measures to minimize and
mitigate the adverse effects are agreed upon by the consulting parties, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) will be executed and implemented pursuant to compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As the lead agency, NRCS requests SHPO
concurrence for the NRHP eligibility determination for the archaeological sites, and requests
concurrence for the determination of project effects for this undertaking. If you have any
guestions, comments, or concerns, please contact Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural
Resources Specialist, at (801) 597-4552, or Shelley.Szeghi@usda.gov, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Emily Fife
State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc: (w/oencl)

Andrew Hopkins, Acting State Conservationist for Field Operations, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
Andrew Owen, Acting State Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Salt Lake City, Utah
Jeremy Maycock, District Conservationist, NRCS, Roosevelt, Utah

Marti Hodge, Environmental Specialist, JUB Engineers, Utah

Shelley A. Szeghi, North Area Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS, Ogden, Utah
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USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Mr. Dennis Alex

Chairman

Northwest Band of the Shoshone Nation
2575 Commerce Way

Ogden, Utah 84401

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Chairman Alex:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have questions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-24




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Ms. Betsy Chapoose

THPO

Cultural Rights Protection Department

Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation
P.O. Box 190

Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Ms. Chapoose:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have questions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-25




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Mr. Louise E. Dixey

Cultural Resources Director

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation
P.O. Box 306

Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Mr. Dixey:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have questions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-26




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Mr. Luke Duncan

Chairman

Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation, Utah
P.O. Box 190

Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Chairman Duncan:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have gquestions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-27




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Mr. Joshua Mann

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation, Wyoming
P.O. Box 538

Fort Washakie, Wyoming 82514

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Mr. Mann:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have gquestions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-28




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Mr. Nathan Small

Chairman

Fort Hall Business Council

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation
P.O. Box 306

Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Mr. Small:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have questions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-29




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Mr. John St. Clair

Chairman

Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation, Wyoming
P.O Box 538

Fort Washakie, Wyoming 82514

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Chairman St. Clair:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have gquestions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-30




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Ms. Donna Thompson

Vice-Chairwoman

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation
P.O. Box 306

Fort Hall, Idaho 83203

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Vice-Chairwoman Thompson:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have gquestions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-31




USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

January 11, 2023

Ms. Patti Timbimboo-Madsen

Cultural Resources

Northwest Band of the Shoshone Nation
2575 Commerce Way

Ogden, Utah 84401

Reference: NRCS Ashley Valley Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment
Dear Ms. Timbimboo-Madsen:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with assistance from Uintah County as the project sponsor, announce the availability of the Draft
Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for the Ashley Valley Watershed
Flood & Irrigation Project within the Ashley Valley Watershed in Uintah County, Utah. Recent
design modifications for the Kids Canal section of the project and other proposed improvements
are included in the document.

For the purposes of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the NRCS is the designated lead agency.
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, and the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, we write to you at this time regarding the project and we
welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding historic properties or places
of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that we should
consider in reviewing the Draft Plan-EA.

No public meeting will be held in conjunction with this action; however, public comments can be
submitted on the updated DRAFT Plan-EA during the comment period starting January 18, 2023
and ending on February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2023.

On January 18, 2023, a hard copy of the Draft Plan-EA will be available for review at the Uintah
County Library at 204 East 100 North, Vernal, UT. An electronic copy of the Draft Plan-EA can
be accessed on the NRCS Project webpage: www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/utah/ashley-valley-watershed sponsoruintah-county-utah

Comments can be submitted during the comment period January 18, 2023 and ending on
February 17, 2023. Comments must be postmarked by February 17, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome
your call if you have gquestions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or
initiate government-to-government consultation regarding this project.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 801-524-4550 Fax 844-715-4928
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. A-32
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If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please contact Tara S. Hoffmann, State
Cultural Resources Specialist, at 385-258-1266 or email at tara.hoffmann@ usda.gov. We look
forward to receiving your comments and discussing this project further.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by
TRISHA CRACROFT
Date: 2023.01.11
15:26:29 -07'00"

TRISHA CRACROFT
Acting State Conservationist

Enclosure

cc:

Tara S. Hoffmann, NRCS, State Cultural Resources Specialist, Salt Lake City, UT
Norm Evenstad, NRCS, Water Resources Coordinator, Salt Lake City, UT
Ammon Boswell, NRCS, ASTC-Field Operations, Ogden, UT

Jeremy Maycock, NRCS, District Conservationit, Roosevelt, UT
Dianne Olsen, Langdon Group, Senior Practitioner, Salt Lake City, UT

A-33



Spencer J. Cox
Governor

Deidre M. Henderson
Lieutenant Governor

nnnnnnnnnnnn

Jill Remington Love
Executive Director

Utah Department of Cultural September 24’ 2021

and Community Engagement

Emily Fife

State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation Service
125 South State Street, Room 4010

Salt Lake City, Utah 84138-1100

RE: A Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ashley Valley Watershed Projects, Uintah County, Utah

For future correspondence, please reference Case No. 21-1990

Dear Emily,

The Utah State Historic Preservation Office received your submission and request for our comment on
the above-referenced undertaking on September 21, 2021.

We concur with your determinations of eligibility and effect for this undertaking.
This letter serves as our comment on the determinations you have made within the consultation process

specified in 836CFR800.4. If you have questions, please contact me at 801-245-7263 or by email at
cmerritt@utah.gov.

Singeraly,
/)f

|st0pherW Merr[}(/Ph D.
State Historic Preservation Officer
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From: Reisor, Rita S

To: Hamilton, Derek - NRCS, Salt Lake City, UT

Cc: Weekley, George M

Subject: Ashley Valley consultation concurrence

Date: Thursday, May 20, 2021 3:38:02 PM

Attachments: 21 1 0496 20210514 Ashley Valley BA FINAL signed.pdf
Hi Derek,

That you for working with us on this project. Attached is a stamped and digitally signed copy of
our concurrence with the effects determination in the BA. Please let me know if you have any
further questions on this project.

Thank you,

Rita Reisor

Botanist

USFWS Utah Ecological Services Field Office
Direct: (385)285-7923

Office: (801)975-3330

(she/her pronouns)

https://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice
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Biological Assessment of the

Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project

Concur not likely to adversely affect Uintah County, Utah
Species: Ute ladies'-tresses
Critical Habitat: none RECEIVED: May 14, 2021
YVETTE Digitally signed by YVETTE

CONVERSE
CONVERSE Date: 2021.05.19 17:38:36 -06'00"
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Utah Field Supervisor
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1 Introduction

This biological assessment (BA) was prepared for the proposed Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation
Project (Proposed Action) located in Uintah County, Utah. This BA was prepared on behalf of the Uintah
County and Ashley Central Irrigation Company (ACIC) for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Uintah County and ACIC secured funding for the Proposed
Action through the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act [Public Law (PL) 83-566]. This BA was
prepared in compliance with Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1536(c)) to
sufficiently document and review the Proposed Action’s Action Area (Action Area) to assess the degree to
which the Proposed Action may affect: federally threatened or endangered species, or species proposed
for listing; designated and proposed critical habitat. This BA serves as supporting documentation for the
Watershed Plan-Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Action, and as supporting rationale for
effect determinations for ESA consultation purposes.

Project Area & Action Area

The Proposed Action is located in the Ashley Valley within the Lower Green-Diamond Sub-Basin (HUC
14060010) within the Lower Green Basin (Watershed Map & Preferred Alternative Map, Appendix 1). The
Proposed Action occurs within the cities of Vernal and Naples, and portions of unincorporated Uintah
County. The Proposed Action is contained within Sections 7, 8, 16, 18, 21, 22, 27, 28, 34, and 35, Township
4 South, Range 21 East; Sections 1 and 2, Township 5 South, Range 21 East; and, Sections 5 and 6,
Township 5 South, Range 22 East Salt Lake Base and Meridian.

The Project Area would encompass two detention basin sites in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins
located northeast of Vernal City and would encompass 9.6 miles of the Ashley Central Canal and would
construct 3 miles of pedestrian and recreation trails. The Action Area for the Proposed Action
encompasses the two detention basins and the 9.6 miles of the Ashley Central Canal with a 300-foot buffer
around the canal to meet the protocol guidelines set forth by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS 2021)
for Ute Ladies’-tresses surveys.

Proposed Action

The Proposed Action would encompass several locations in its Action Area and would involve multiple
actions. The Proposed Action would construct two large detention basins to serve as flood control in the
Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins located northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Action
would pipe and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley Central Canal with 14-inch to 48-inch
High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings. The northern portion of the alignment is currently
piped and deteriorating; therefore, this segment would be replaced with HDPE pipe and a portion would
be slipped where it is currently piped under Ashley Creek.

The Proposed Action would also replace 38 turnout meters, install two screening structures, and construct
a new inlet control structure at the McNaughten tie-in to turnout #13. The canal would be regraded and
would then function as a floodwater conveyance facility (including piping the lower 1,500 feet).

Additional elements of the Proposed Action would include the installation of approximately 3 miles of
pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and walking access to educational,
recreational, and commercial facilities (Preferred Alternative Map, Appendix 1). Backhoes, excavators,
haul trucks, and other smaller construction vehicles and equipment would be used to complete the
Proposed Action. The Proposed Action would not result in additional depletions to the Green River, nor
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would there be any additional water rights secured. Construction is projected to begin in fall 2021 and is
estimated to complete by summer 2024, with construction activities taking place outside of the irrigation
season.

2 Conservation Measures

Construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) are standard requirements and would be required
during the implementation of the Proposed Action. These would include, but are not limited to, soil and
erosion control devices, noxious weed prevention and control, construction timing to minimize or avoid
breeding and nesting season for migratory birds, as well as Standard Operating Procedures required by
NRCS. The following BMPs and conservation measures are intended to minimize adverse effects on listed
species and their habitats, as well as to protect water quality and minimize disturbance to soils and
vegetation.

1. Construction would be timed to occur outside of the irrigation season.

2. Equipment would be pressure washed to avoid noxious weed dispersal within the Action Area.

3. Native seed mixes appropriate to the surrounding habitat would be utilized to re-establish
vegetation in all areas with ground disturbance.

4. All necessary BMPs would be in place to control sediment and erosion, and to protect water
quality during construction activities. Piping the canal would occur outside of the irrigation season
when water is not present in the canal. BMPs would be in place to protect Ashley Creek from any
sediment transport associated with excavation and replacement of the existing pipe segment.

5. A spill prevention control and countermeasure (SPCC) plan would be in place prior to any
construction activities. Construction equipment would be fueled offsite at a commercial facility.
A stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) would be in place prior to any construction
activities.

6. All construction activities and staging areas shall be confined within the established Action Area.

7. The site shall be cleared for any migratory bird and bird nests prior to removing any large trees.

8. Locations with documented Ute ladies’-tresses outside of the Action Area, but adjacent to the
work area, would be protected during construction to avoid any inadvertent disturbance to the
plants and adjacent banks of Ashley Creek. The Proposed Action would not disturb documented
Ute ladies’-tresses plants and would not disturb the Ashley Creek channel.

9. Apre-construction survey for Ute ladies’-tresses will be conducted prior to work commencement.

10. If three years of survey cannot be completed prior to construction, then an additional year of
survey will be completed post construction during the flowering period.

11. No herbicide use will be allowed by the contractor in the project alignment, and specifically no
herbicide will be allowed in the northern segment of the project alignment where suitable habitat
for ULTs exists.

12. For dust abatement, the contractor shall only use water within the project area. No chemicals will
be allowed.

3 Methodology

Official Species Lists from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and
Consultation (IPaC) system was updated for the Action Area on January 15, 2021 (Appendix 2). The Utah
Division of Wildlife Resources’ (UDWR) Utah Natural Heritage Database was also consulted to determine
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records of occurrence for ESA-listed and State Sensitive Species in the Proposed Action’s vicinity
(Appendix 3). A field survey to assess impacts for all ESA-listed species identified by the IPaC, and a
protocol level survey for Ute Ladies’-tresses and an evaluation of suitable habitat was conducted by
environmental specialists with J-U-B ENGINEERS, Inc. on August 27 and 28, 2019 to assess existing
environmental conditions in the Action Area. Three years of survey in coordination with the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation (USBR) was completed for the central portion of the alignment (approximately 2.5 miles)
as this portion of the project was previously slated for USBR Salinity Control funding. No suitable habitat
was identified in that area (see Appendix 5). If necessary, additional protocol level surveys for Ute Ladies’-
tresses in portions of the Action Area with potentially suitable habitat will be completed in September
2021 and a pre-construction survey for the species will be conducted prior to work commencement.
Species identified by the IPaC with potential to occur within the Action Area did not change between the
field visit and the IPaC update.

4 Existing Environmental Conditions

The portions of the Ashley Central Canal involved in this Proposed Action range in elevation from
approximately 5,175 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) and 5,610 feet AMSL. The proposed locations for
both detention basins are at approximately 5,740 feet AMSL. Land use in the Action Area consists of
agricultural, residential, and undeveloped land uses. The Ashley Central Canal and Steinaker Service Canal
are unlined open canals that flow along agricultural, residential and undeveloped properties, as well as
along the city roads. The upper, northwestern segment of the Ashley Central Canal is already piped and
Ashley Creek flows adjacent to the Ashley pipe alignment (the channel is within 75 feet of the pipe
alignment) for approximately 0.16 miles from the diversion to the end of the piped segment. Once the
piped segment opens into the canal, Ashley Creek flows away from the canal to the south along the east
side of the valley before discharging to the Green River at the valley’s southeast end. The Ashley Central
Canal conveys irrigation water to 38 turnouts along its length as it flows south and west through the valley.
Additional inputs to the canal occur at two locations from the Steinaker Reservoir via the Steinaker Canal,
as well as any runoff that enters the canal via surface flow. For representative photos of the Action Area,
refer to the Photo Inventory (Appendix 4).

The Proposed Action would be constructed within the existing Ashley Central Canal alighment. Vegetation
along the Ashley Central Canal was primarily dominated by reed canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea) and
a combination of large trees, saplings, and shrubs.

The Steinaker Service Canal flows through agricultural fields and along city roads. Vegetation along the
Steinaker Service Canal was similar to the Ashley Central Canal, though large woody vegetation was not
observed (see Table 1). Reed canarygrass, Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), and smooth brome (Bromus
inermis) were the primary species observed. The Ashley Central Canal and Steinaker Service Canal
alignments share eight common, dominant species, including:

e Reed canarygrass e  Prickly lettuce (Lactuca serriola)
e Sunflower (Helianthus sp.) e Perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne)
e Scouring rush (Equisetum hyemale) e Showy milkweed (Asclepias speciose)
e Smooth brome (Bromus inermis) e Curlycup gumweed (Grindelia
squarrosa)
Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project 3
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The proposed location of the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills detention basins are on the northwest side of the
Ashley Valley, approximately 4.3 miles west of Vernal in the foothills below Little Mountain. The detention
basins would be situated in undeveloped areas that are dominated by a desert-scrub landscape consisting
of big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata), cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), and greasewood (Sarcobatus
vermiculatus).

All Proposed Action staging areas would be located in an upland landscape position and generally within
adisturbed setting (i.e., residential property, agricultural fields, paved or gravel parking lots). Staging areas
were dominated by weedy, upland and agricultural species, and ornamental grasses (see Table 1).

A variety of soils are found throughout the Action Area. Soils in the Action Area are predominantly loamy
in texture. The dominant soil types in the Action Area are primarily Crib loam; Nolava-Nolava, wet
complex; and Turzo-Umbo complex (USDA 2019).

It is anticipated that numerous trees would be removed during the construction phase of the Proposed
Action, particularly in the northern segment of the alignment, to facilitate access to the canal alignment
for pipe installation. Small minnows were observed in deeper pools within the upper segment of the
Ashley Central Canal. No fish were observed in the Steinaker Service Canal and conditions were dominated
by thick algal blooms, which would not be anticipated to provide suitable fish habitat. The Proposed Action
is projected to conserve approximately 4,400 acre-feet of water per year, which would be anticipated to
improve fish habitat downstream of the Proposed Action by facilitating increased downstream flows in
the early season and by increasing storage water that could supplement downstream flows later in the
year.

The climate within the Proposed Action is considered arid, with little annual precipitation. In 2018, Vernal
City received approximately 5.5 inches of precipitation, most of which fell as snow. The average
temperature is 47.2°F, with average highs reaching 90.9°F in the summer and average lows falling to 8.3°F
in the winter months. The Vernal Municipal Airport, Utah weather station typically receives 17.5 inches
of snowfall annually (FIPS 49047; NOAA Regional Climate Centers 2019).

5 Status of Species and Habitat

Agency Coordination and Species of Concern
Seven ESA-listed species were identified by the IPaC Report (Dated: January 15, 2021) as potentially
occurring in the Action Area (Appendix 2). Table 1 summarizes the ESA-listed species.

Table 1. Federally-Listed Species with the Potential to Occur in the Action Area

Common Name Scientific Name ESA Status Critical !-Iabltat in the
Action Area?
Bonytail Chub Gila elegans Endangered No
Colorado Pikeminnow | Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered No
Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered No
Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered No
Mexican Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis Threatened No
Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus Threatened No
Ute Ladies’-Tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened No
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No proposed or designated critical habitat occurs in the Action Area. According to the Utah Natural
Heritage Database, there are historic records of Ute ladies’-tresses in 2002 within a %-mile radius of the
Action Area. The Utah Natural Heritage Database identified recent records of Ute ladies’-tresses in 2020
within a 2-mile radius of the Action Area (Utah Natural Heritage Database Report, Appendix 3).

Species Descriptions

The following sections briefly discuss bonytail chub, Colorado pikeminnow, humpback chub, razorback
sucker, Mexican spotted owl, yellow-billed cuckoo, and greater sage-grouse, which are not anticipated to
find suitable habitat within the Action Area. A slightly more detailed analysis is provided for Ute ladies’-
tresses because of suitable habitat identified within the Action Area.

Bonytail Chub

In 1980, the USFWS listed the bonytail chub (Gila elegans) as an endangered species under the ESA.
Bonytail chub is a minnow that is native to the Colorado River system. The near extinction of the bonytail
chub can be linked back to flow regulation or alteration, habitat loss, and competition and predation by
exotic fishes. Bonytail chub are opportunistic feeders; their prey includes insects, zooplankton, algae, and
higher plant matter. Bonytail chub spawn in spring and summer over gravel substrate. Currently, many
bonytail chub are raised in fish hatcheries and released into the wild when they are large enough to survive
in their natural environment. Bonytail chub prefer stream habitat that consists of eddies, pools, and
backwaters near swift currents in large rivers (UDWR 2021).

Colorado Pikeminnow

The Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) is native to the Colorado River system of the western
United States and Mexico. The Colorado pikeminnow was added to the list of endangered species in 1967.
Their current range is limited to the upper Colorado River system. The near extinction of the Colorado
pikeminnow can be linked to flow regulation or alterations (e.g., the installation of dams), habitat loss,
and competition and predation by non-native fishes. Colorado pikeminnows are mainly piscivorous;
younger pikeminnows also eat insects and other invertebrates. They spawn in the summer over gravel or
smaller cobble substrate situated in riffle habitat. Adult Colorado pikeminnows prefer medium to large
rivers and the juveniles prefer slow-moving backwaters. Historical accounts of six-foot long Colorado
pikeminnows make this species the largest minnow in North America (UDWR 2021).

Humpback Chub

The humpback chub (Gila cypha) is a minnow that is native to the upper Colorado River system including
the Green, Yampa, White, and Little Colorado Rivers (USFWS 2014). The USFWS listed the humpback chub
as endangered under the ESA in 1967 (USFWS 1990). The humpback chub originally thrived in the fast,
deep, white-water areas of the Colorado River and its major tributaries. Human-induced flow alteration,
like dams and irrigation diversions, have eliminated habitat and migration routes for the species.
Documented occurrences of the humpback chub in Utah are now confined to a few whitewater areas in
the Colorado, Green, and White Rivers. The species spawn during the spring and summer in shallow,
backwater areas with cobble substrate. Younger chub reside in shallower, turbid habitats until they are
large enough to move into whitewater areas (UDWR 2021).

Razorback Sucker
The razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) is a federally-listed endangered sucker fish that is native to the
Colorado River system. Recent reports of this species have only come from the lower Colorado, lower
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Yampa, and Green Rivers (USFWS 2014a). The near extinction of the razorback sucker can be linked to
flow regulation or alterations (e.g., the installation of dams and irrigation diversions), habitat loss, and
competition and predation by non-native fishes. They spawn between February and June. Adult razorback
suckers prefer slow backwater habitats (UDWR 2021).

Mexican Spotted Owl

The Mexican spotted owl (MSO; Strix occidentalis) is a federally-listed, threatened species that occurs in
in Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas (Federal Register 2013). In Utah, this species is a rare
permanent resident. These owls are nocturnal and non-migratory. The MSO occupies steep rocky
canyons. These owls tend to be opportunistic feeders that prey on small mammals (e.g., rabbits), birds,
reptiles, and insects. MSO individuals utilize suitable, naturally occurring sites and nests sometimes built
by other animals. In Utah, their nests are most often located in canyon cliffs (UDWR 2021).

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo

The yellow-billed cuckoo (YBCU; Coccyzus americanus) is a federally-listed threatened species under the
ESA. The western YBCU is a federally threatened distinct population segment (DPS) of the species that is
known or believed to occur in 13 states, including Utah.

As the name suggests, this avian species has a yellow lower mandible. It has rufous wings that contrast
against the gray-brown wing coverts and upperparts. The underparts are white, and they have large white
spots on a long black undertail (Alsop 2001). It is a neotropical migrant, which winters in South America.
Breeding often coincides with the appearance of massive numbers of cicadas, caterpillars, or other large
insects (Ehrlich et al. 1992). Its incubation/nestling period is the shortest of any known bird, because it is
one of the last neotropical migrants to arrive in North America and the chicks have very little rearing time
before embarking on their transcontinental migration. Cuckoos typically start their southerly migration by
late August or early September (Parrish et al. 1999). Yellow-billed cuckoos are considered a riparian
obligate and are usually found in large tracts of cottonwood/willow habitats with dense sub-canopies
(below 33 feet) (UDWR 2021). Suitable breeding and nesting habitat for the species must be at least 300-
feet-wide and a minimum of 12 contiguous acres.

In 2014, the USFWS proposed the designation of 546,335 acres of critical habitat for the western YBCU in
Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico, Texas, Utah and Wyoming (Federal Register
2014). A portion of the proposed critical habitat for the species is located approximately 8 miles south of
the city limits of Vernal, along the Green River. The IPaC Reports did not identify any proposed or
designated final critical habitat for the species in the Action Area.

Ute Ladies’-Tresses

Ute ladies’-tresses (ULT; Spiranthes diluvialis) was designated as threatened by the USFWS under the ESA
in January 1992 (USFWS 1995). Major threats to the species include habitat disruption, urbanization, and
stream channelization for agricultural development (UDWR 2021). On May 10, 1995, the USFWS received
a petition to delist the species. In October 2004, the USFWS’ 90-day findings on the petition found that
there is substantial information to delist the species. The USFWS initiated a 12-month status review
concurrently with the 5-year review of a listed species under section 4(c)(2)(A) of the ESA. The 12-month
findings have not been issued as of the date of this report.

ULT is @ member of the orchid family. This perennial herb has small white or ivory flowers that spiral
around the 3-15 cm tall spike (USFWS 2019). Populations of the ULT have been found in Utah, Colorado,
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Wyoming, Montana, Nevada, ldaho, and Washington (Fertig et al. 2005). The survey time for the species,
as identified by the USFWS, is mid-August through mid-September (USFWS 1995). It is found in wetlands
and riparian areas, including spring habitats, mesic meadows, river meanders and floodplains. They
require open habitats, and populations decline if dense trees and shrubs invade the habitat. The elevation
ranges in which populations have been found vary from 750 to 7,000 feet, with most populations existing
above 4,000 feet. They are not tolerant of permanent standing water, and do not compete well with
aggressive species, such as reed canarygrass.

Due to the general geographic location of the Proposed Action and the recent records of occurrence near
the Action Area, a protocol-level ULT survey was conducted to evaluate habitat suitability for the species
within the Action Area (Appendix 5). The closest known reference populations identified by USFWS are
located near Maeser, Utah and near Vernal, Utah, approximately 1 mile to the northeast of the Action
Area. A protocol-level ULT survey was conducted by Autumn Foushee, a qualified biologist, on August 27
and 28, 2019 to determine if the Proposed Action would affect the species or any suitable habitat. Surveys
of the central portion of the canal were also conducted during the flowering period in 2017 and 2018
(Appendix 5). The protocol followed for the surveys is detailed in the USFWS Utah Field Office Guidelines
for Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories and Monitoring of Federally Listed, Proposed and
Candidate Plants (2011) and the USFWS Interim Survey Requirements for Ute Ladies’-tresses Orchid
(1992). Two ULT individuals were located at the reference population site of Brush Creek. Other species
observed in the reference population survey area were white sweet clover (Melilotus albus) and
goldenrod (Solidago spectabilis).

6 Effects of the Action

Bonytail Chub

The characteristics of Ashley Central Canal and the Steinaker Canal are not conducive to bonytail habitat
requirements. While the Ashley Central Canal contains some areas with deeper pools, the canal is
relatively narrow with a slow current, and a consistently sandy-mud substrate with intermittent cobbles,
and a controlled water regime with a long period of no flow during the fall, winter and early spring of each
year. The Steinaker Service Canal is also slow-moving, with no eddies, pools, or backwaters near swift
currents. The substrate was not visible as the canal within the Action Area contained thick green algae
growth and grass cuttings, which are indicators of unsuitable habitat as well. Additionally, the proposed
detention basin sites do not contain hydrologic features that would provide bonytail habitat. Lastly, the
Proposed Action would not result in additional depletions or additional water rights. Therefore, the
Proposed Action is anticipated to have No Effect on the bonytail chub.

Colorado Pikeminnow

The substrate, size, and water regime characteristics of Ashley Central Canal and the Steinaker Service
Canal are not conducive to Colorado pikeminnow habitat requirements. The canals do not provide suitable
spawning habitat (i.e., gravel or cobble substrate in riffles), or habitat for adult or juvenile Colorado
pikeminnow (i.e., medium to large river with slow-moving backwater). The sites of the proposed detention
basins do not contain hydrologic features that would provide Colorado pikeminnow habitat. Lastly, the
Proposed Action would not result in additional depletions or additional water rights. Based on the lack of
suitable habitat in the Action Area, it is unlikely that the Colorado pikeminnow would be present in the
Action Area. Therefore, the Proposed Action is anticipated to have No Effect on the Colorado pikeminnow.
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Humpback Chub

Recorded occurrences of humpback chub have been noted in whitewater reaches of the Green River.
Ashley Creek and the Ashley Central Canal have connectivity with the Green River outside of the Action
Area, however this connectivity is characterized by multiple diversions and irrigation structures, and a
controlled water regime with long periods of no flow in the fall, winter and early spring. While the canals
are hydraulically connected with the Green River via Ashley Creek, the inlet to the upper canal pipe is
screened and conditions in the canal such as, substrate quality, lack of backwater, and lack of whitewater
reaches and lack of seasonal flows, would not support suitable habitat for the species. The sites of the
proposed detention basins do not contain hydrologic features that would provide humpback chub habitat.
Lastly, the Proposed Action would not result in additional depletions or additional water rights. Given the
lack of suitable habitat to support the species, it is unlikely that the humpback chub would be present in
the Action Area. Therefore, the Proposed Action is anticipated to have No Effect on the humpback chub.

Razorback Sucker

The flow of Ashley Central Canal and Steinaker Service Canal is slow, and the substrate is predominantly
muddy, which could provide marginally suitable habitat for the razorback sucker during the irrigation
season. Given the historic records of occurrence of razorback sucker, Ashley Creek likely provided habitat
for the species historically. However, given the upper portion of the Ashley Central Canal is an off-channel
diversion that is screened and diverted into a pipe from Ashley Creek, and given the lower segments of
the canal seasonally have backwater characteristics in conjunction with irrigation activities but otherwise
have a controlled water regime with long periods of no flow in fall, winter and early spring, it is anticipated
that Ashley Central Canal would not provide habitat to support the razorback sucker.

The locations of the proposed detention basins do not contain hydrologic features that would provide
razorback sucker habitat. Lastly, the Proposed Action would not result in additional depletions or
additional water rights. Given the lack of recent records of occurrence and the level of human disturbance,
a controlled water regime with periods of no flow, and existing fish barriers, it would be unlikely for
razorback sucker to be present within Ashley Central Canal. Therefore, the Proposed Action is anticipated
to have No Effect on the razorback sucker.

Mexican Spotted Owl

The Action Area is relatively flat and surrounded by foothills with no nearby cliff structure. The Action
Area does not contain steep rocky canyons with cliff structure that would provide suitable nesting and
foraging habitat for the MSO. Given the lack of suitable habitat, it is unlikely that MSO would be present
in the Action Area. Therefore, the Proposed Action is anticipated to have No Effect on the Mexican spotted
owl.

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo

YBCU require a dense mid-story with a mature overstory of willow/cottonwood that is at least 300 feet
wide and comprised of a minimum of 12 contiguous acres. A narrow riparian corridor with willow and
cottonwood is present along the Proposed Action alignment. The corridor is less than 100 feet wide along
most of the corridor and approximately 150 feet wide at the widest point with agricultural or residential
land uses on either side. Therefore, the immediate Action Area would not be considered suitable breeding
or nesting habitat for the species. Within a %2-mile of the upper segment of the Action Area, patches of
potentially suitable habitat may be present along Ashley Creek north of the Action Area. The riparian
corridor within the Action Area could provide marginally suitable stopover habitat for the species during
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migration if present in the area, with individuals departing by August or September. While suitable habitat
may be present within a %-mile of the northern terminus of the Action Area, construction would occur
outside of the irrigation season (mid-October to early April), therefore construction activities in the Action
Area would not overlap the accepted breeding and nesting season for the species. The Proposed Action
would likely require the permanent removal of multiple overstory trees along the northern segment of
the Action Area, however the narrow string of riparian trees and shrubs would not be considered suitable
habitat for the species. The location of the proposed detention basins is characterized by sagebrush
steppe and does not contain suitable habitat for YBCU. There is no critical habitat identified for the YBCU
within the Action Area. Based on the lack of suitable habitat within the Action Area and with consideration
to the timing of the Proposed Action to be outside the accepted YBCU migration, breeding and nesting
seasons, the Proposed Action is anticipated to have No Effect on the yellow-billed cuckoo.

Ute Ladies’-Tresses

The riparian fringe associated with Ashley Creek, Ashley Central Canal, and Steinaker Service Canal was
determined to be the portion of the Action Area with potential to contain suitable habitat for ULT and
was surveyed for the presence of the species and to evaluate habitat suitability. The Proposed Action Area
included a 300-foot-wide (from the edge of the canal) survey corridor established along the Ashley Central
Canal and Steinaker Service Canal. The survey area was approximately 9.6 miles long. Two clusters of ULT
plants were observed and documented within the Action Area at the northern segment of the alignment
(along Ashley Creek on the opposite bank from the adjacent Ashley Central Canal alignment). One cluster
with six individuals and one cluster with three individuals were documented and their status and location
reported to the USFWS on August 29, 2019.

Nine ULT individuals were observed within the Action Area, but outside the immediate work area
associated with work area of the Proposed Action. No actions associated with the Proposed Action would
occur within the area containing ULT individuals. The locations containing the identified ULT plants would
be marked off and protected to avoid any potential for accidental disturbance to the area. The Proposed
Action alignment is situated on the opposite side of Ashley Creek from where plants were observed, and
the Proposed Action would implement no action within Ashley Creek or on the opposite side of the creek.
Although the Ashley Creek channel falls within the Action Area at the northern segment, the Proposed
Action would remain within the existing canal pipeline alignment and would not disturb the creek channel
where the ULT plants were identified.

From the diversion to the excavation point for the pipe to be slipped under Ashley Creek, approximately
700 feet, the existing pipe would be excavated and replaced in the same location. Approximately 100 feet
of pipe would be slipped, which is the portion that extends under Ashley Creek. Once the existing canal
pipeline diverts from the diversion, it is more than 300 feet from Ashley Creek, which swings to the west
away from the pipe, until the creek turns back east and comes to within 75 feet of the existing pipe
alignment. It is at this point that the existing pipe goes under Ashley Creek and daylights on the opposite
side of the creek into the open, unpiped Ashley Central Canal. The existing pipe crossing under Ashley
Creek is heavily armored by riprap on the channel banks and by a concrete grout across the entire channel.

The State of Utah identifies that ground disturbance or construction activities occurring within 30 feet of
a natural stream requires a stream alteration permit. As such, this definition will be used to identify the
extent of the terminology “stream edge.” Approximately 700 feet of excavation to remove the existing
pipe will occur outside the stream edge and would have no potential to disturb the stream channel and
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would not disturb suitable habitat for ULT given the density of shrub and overstory cover and the level of
disturbance associated with the existing pipe alignment (rock overlay and vehicle access). At the
excavation point, where the pipe slipping would begin, an area equaling 300 square feet would be
excavated in a location that is near the stream edge. Similarly, an exit point for the pipe slip would be
excavated on the opposite side of Ashley Creek, which would also equal 300 square feet in area.
Therefore, a total of 600 square feet, or 0.013 acres, of ground disturbance would occur within the near
stream edge setting (Figure 1). Figure 1 identifies the area of suitable habitat identified during the field
survey of the Action Area, which occurs at the northernmost limit of the Project Area (see Preferred
Alternative Map, Appendix 1).
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Figure 1. Ashley Valley Canal Piping Project ULT Suitable Habitat Map
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The Proposed Action would also remove large overstory trees along portions of the canal alignment,
however the removal of trees would occur in areas that do not currently have suitable habitat for ULT
given the presence of dense vegetation dominated by reed canarygrass, horsetail, willow and other
grasses and shrubs. Therefore, indirect effects to the species related to this action also are not anticipated.

The remaining portions of Ashley Central Canal south of the Ashley Creek crossing did not contain suitable
habitat for ULTs within the canal or adjacent to the canal (Appendix 5). Most of the canal length is
characterized by a landscape position that is level with the surrounding agriculture fields or below the
grade of the surrounding agriculture fields, therefore little seepage comes from the canal embankment
into the adjacent fields, but likely enters the groundwater table. Most fields are either fallow and
unirrigated, and do not exhibit mesic conditions, or they are irrigated and have active grazing by cattle
and horses, such that mesic conditions would persist post piping and would not be changed by the loss of
seepage water into the water table. Additionally, the level of disturbance from livestock in these fields
would not be conducive to ULT persistence. Lastly, most of the canal is characterized by dense reed
canarygrass, which would not be conducive to ULT presence and persistence. No critical habitat identified
for the species exists within the Action Area.

According to coordination with the USFWS, any action with ground disturbance within 300 feet of
identified ULT individuals may constitute a May Affect Not Likely to Adversely Affect (MANLAA)
determination. While the Proposed Action is not anticipated to directly impact ULTs or suitable habitat
for the species, the Proposed Action would include ground disturbance within 300 feet of the identified
ULTs at the northern portion of the alighment, where the existing pipe would be replaced and the Ashley
Creek crossing would be slipped.

Conservation measures would be implemented to avoid disturbance to the plants along Ashley Creek, to
the banks of the creek, and to the creek channel and water quality. These measures would include
protection of the stream banks and channel using silt fencing around the construction work area to
prevent sediment transport from excavation sites to the stream banks and channel. Clear measures would
be included in the contractor documents that all work must avoid the Ashley Creek channel, and that
access to the pipeline can only be gained from the eastern side of the Ashley alignment, where no suitable
habitat exists. Additionally, ULT surveys in locations along the proposed alignment with suitable habitat
will be surveyed during the ULT flowering period every year until construction begins, and a pre-
construction survey will be conducted in the flowering season prior to the anticipated start of
construction. If additional, previously un-documented ULT individuals are identified in these surveys, the
NRCS and USFWS would be notified immediately, and a consultation re-initiation may be necessary. The
appropriate course of action would be determined in coordination with the USFWS.

Therefore, based on the scope and footprint of the Proposed Action, the proximity of the northern portion
of the alignment to known ULT individuals; the lack of suitable habitat along most of the Ashley Central
Canal; the minimal ground disturbance at stream edge; and the conservation measures proposed to
protect Ashley Creek and known ULT locations, the Proposed Action May Affect but is Not Likely to
Adversely Affect the Ute ladies’-tresses.

7 Determination of Effects

After considering the available scientific information regarding the biological requirements and the status
of ESA-listed species considered in this BA, the environmental baseline for the Action Area, and the
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potential effects of the Proposed Action within the Project Area, the following effect determinations for
the Colorado River fishes, Mexican spotted owl, yellow-billed cuckoo, and Ute ladies’-tresses were made:

Table 2. Federally-Listed Species Effects Determination Summary

Common Name Scientific Name ESA Status Effect Determination
Bonytail Chub Gila elegans Endangered No Effect
Colorado Pikeminnow Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered No Effect
Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered No Effect
Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered No Effect
Mexican Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis Threatened No Effect
Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus Threatened No Effect
Ute Ladies’-Tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened May Affect Not Likely to
Adversely Affect

It should be noted that the final authority regarding species effect determinations rests with the

appropriate regulatory authority.
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Appendix 1 — Watershed Map & Preferred Alternative Map
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50
West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
Phone: (801) 975-3330 Fax: (801) 975-3331
http://www.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/

In Reply Refer To: January 15, 2021
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2019-SLI-0567

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00450

Project Name: Ashley Canal - Coal Mine Basin - NRCS Funded

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.



http://www.fws.gov

http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/



01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00450 2

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and http://
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50

West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
(801) 975-3330
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2019-SLI-0567

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00450
Project Name: Ashley Canal - Coal Mine Basin - NRCS Funded
Project Type: STREAM / WATERBODY / CANALS / LEVEES / DIKES

Project Description: Coal Mine Basin - The Proposed Project would involve the construction
of two large debris basins to serve as flood control in the Coal Mine and
Yellow Hills sub-basins located northeast of Vernal City.
Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@40.4791899414341,-109.60835005316463,147

Counties: Uintah County, Utah



https://www.google.com/maps/@40.4791899414341,-109.60835005316463,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.4791899414341,-109.60835005316463,14z
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Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 6 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Birds
NAME STATUS
Mexican Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis lucida Threatened

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8196

Fishes
NAME STATUS
Bonytail Gila elegans Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

Colorado Pikeminnow (=squawfish) Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8196

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530



01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00450

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50
West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
Phone: (801) 975-3330 Fax: (801) 975-3331
http://www.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/

In Reply Refer To: January 15, 2021
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2019-SLI-0623

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00448

Project Name: Ashley Central Canal - Middle Piping

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.



http://www.fws.gov

http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and http://
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds





01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00448

Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50

West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
(801) 975-3330





01/15/2021

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00448

Project Summary

Consultation Code:
Event Code:
Project Name:
Project Type:
Project Description:

Project Location:

06E23000-2019-SLI-0623

06E23000-2021-E-00448

Ashley Central Canal - Middle Piping

STREAM / WATERBODY / CANALS / LEVEES / DIKES

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as
flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins located
northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe
and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley Central Canal with
26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings,
install turnout meters, and two screening and overflow structures. The
canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to
be utilized by the County to convey floodwater. Additional elements of
the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3
miles of pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and
walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial facilities.

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@40.43495887513357,-109.54606056557881,14z

Counties: Uintah County, Utah



https://www.google.com/maps/@40.43495887513357,-109.54606056557881,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.43495887513357,-109.54606056557881,14z
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Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Fishes
NAME STATUS
Bonytail Gila elegans Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

Colorado Pikeminnow (=squawfish) Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531
Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159
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Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.





United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50
West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
Phone: (801) 975-3330 Fax: (801) 975-3331
http://www.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/

In Reply Refer To: January 15, 2021
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2020-SLI-0205

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00446

Project Name: Ashley Central Canal - Northern Piping

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.



http://www.fws.gov

http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and http://
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds





01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00446

Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50

West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
(801) 975-3330





01/15/2021

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00446

Project Summary

Consultation Code:
Event Code:
Project Name:
Project Type:
Project Description:

Project Location:

06E23000-2020-SLI-0205

06E23000-2021-E-00446

Ashley Central Canal - Northern Piping

STREAM / WATERBODY / CANALS / LEVEES / DIKES

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as
flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins located
northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe
and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley Central Canal with
26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings,
install turnout meters, and two screening and overflow structures. The
canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to
be utilized by the County to convey floodwater. Additional elements of
the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3
miles of pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and
walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial facilities.

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@40.46793951496705,-109.56119497199022,14z7

Counties: Uintah County, Utah



https://www.google.com/maps/@40.46793951496705,-109.56119497199022,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.46793951496705,-109.56119497199022,14z
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 6 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Birds
NAME STATUS
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus Threatened

Population: Western U.S. DPS
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not
available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3911

Fishes
NAME STATUS
Bonytail Gila elegans Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

Colorado Pikeminnow (=squawfish) Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3911

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530
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Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50
West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
Phone: (801) 975-3330 Fax: (801) 975-3331
http://www.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/

In Reply Refer To: January 15, 2021
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2019-SLI-0566

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00442

Project Name: Ashley Central Canal - Recreation Trail

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.



http://www.fws.gov

http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and http://
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds





01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00442

Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50

West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
(801) 975-3330





01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00442

Project Summary
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2019-SLI-0566

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00442
Project Name: Ashley Central Canal - Recreation Trail
Project Type: ** OTHER **

Project Description: Installation of approximately 3 miles of pedestrian and recreation trails.
Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@40.452808287531276,-109.56252397571987,14z

Counties: Uintah County, Utah



https://www.google.com/maps/@40.452808287531276,-109.56252397571987,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.452808287531276,-109.56252397571987,14z



01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00442 3

Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Fishes
NAME STATUS
Bonytail Gila elegans Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

Colorado Pikeminnow (=squawfish) Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531
Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159
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Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.





United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50
West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
Phone: (801) 975-3330 Fax: (801) 975-3331
http://www.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/

In Reply Refer To: January 15, 2021
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2020-SLI-0206

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00444

Project Name: Ashley Central Canal - Southern Piping

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.



http://www.fws.gov

http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and http://
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50

West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
(801) 975-3330
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Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00444

Project Summary

Consultation Code:
Event Code:
Project Name:
Project Type:
Project Description:

Project Location:

06E23000-2020-SLI-0206

06E23000-2021-E-00444

Ashley Central Canal - Southern Piping

STREAM / WATERBODY / CANALS / LEVEES / DIKES

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as
flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins located
northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe
and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley Central Canal with
26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings,
install turnout meters, and two screening and overflow structures. The
canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to
be utilized by the County to convey floodwater. Additional elements of
the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3
miles of pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and
walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial facilities.

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@40.42019398511767,-109.49875459198276,14z

Counties: Uintah County, Utah



https://www.google.com/maps/@40.42019398511767,-109.49875459198276,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.42019398511767,-109.49875459198276,14z
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 6 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Birds
NAME STATUS
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus Threatened

Population: Western U.S. DPS
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not
available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3911

Fishes
NAME STATUS
Bonytail Gila elegans Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

Colorado Pikeminnow (=squawfish) Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3911

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530
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Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50
West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
Phone: (801) 975-3330 Fax: (801) 975-3331
http://www.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/

In Reply Refer To: January 15, 2021
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2019-SLI-0568

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00451

Project Name: Ashley Canal - Yellow Hill Basin - NRCS Funded

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.



http://www.fws.gov

http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice/
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and http://
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
= USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds





01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00451

Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 West Orton Circle, Suite 50

West Valley City, UT 84119-7603
(801) 975-3330
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 06E23000-2019-SLI-0568

Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00451

Project Name: Ashley Canal - Yellow Hill Basin - NRCS Funded

Project Type: STREAM / WATERBODY / CANALS / LEVEES / DIKES

Project Description: Yellow Hill Basin - Construction of a debris basin to serve as flood
control.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@40.46305003298594,-109.61235313292345,14z

Counties: Uintah County, Utah



https://www.google.com/maps/@40.46305003298594,-109.61235313292345,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.46305003298594,-109.61235313292345,14z



01/15/2021 Event Code: 06E23000-2021-E-00451 3

Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Fishes
NAME STATUS
Bonytail Gila elegans Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

Colorado Pikeminnow (=squawfish) Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531
Humpback Chub Gila cypha Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1377

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3531

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3930

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/530

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159
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Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.
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Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
Utah Natural Heritage Program
1594 W. North Temple

PO Box 146301

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Utah Natural Heritage Search Report

Report Number: 11902
January 15, 2021

Utah Natural Heritage Program Online Species Search Report

Project Information

Project Name

Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project (northern piping)

Project Description

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins
located northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley
Central Canal with 26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings, install turnout meters, and two screening
and overflow structures. The canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to be utilized by the County to

convey floodwater. Additional elements of the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3 miles of
pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial

facilities.

Location Description
Vernal, Utah - Ashley Central Canal

Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus
Wolverine Gulo gulo

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name

Ute Ladies' Tresses Spiranthes diluvialis

https://dwrapps.utah.gov/HeritageDataRequest/Reports?id=11902

State Status
SGCN
SGCN

State Status

U.S. ESA Status

U.S. ESA Status
LT

Last Observation Year
2002
1919

Last Observation Year

2002

12
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Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus SGCN 2007
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002
Black-footed Ferret Mustela nigripes SGCN LE; XN 1988
Greater Sage-grouse Centrocercus urophasianus SGCN 1984
Utah Milksnake Lampropeltis triangulum SGCN 1955
Northern Leopard Frog Lithobates pipiens SGCN 1951
Wolverine Gulo gulo SGCN 1919

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
Ute Ladies' Tresses Spiranthes diluvialis LT 2020
Definitions

State Status

SGCN Species of greatest conservation need listed in the Utah Wildlife Action Plan

U.S. Endangered Species Act
LE A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "endangered" with the probability of worldwide extinction
LT A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "threatened" with becoming endangered
LE;XN  An "endangered" taxon that is considered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be "experimental and nonessential” in its designated use areas in Utah

C A taxon for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has on file sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to justify it being a "candidate" for
listing as endangered or threatened

PT/PE A taxon "proposed" to be listed as "endangered" or "threatened" by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Disclaimer

The information provided in this report is based on data existing in the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources' central database at the time
of the request. It should not be regarded as a final statement on the occurrence of any species on or near the designated site, nor
should it be considered a substitute for on-the-ground biological surveys. Moreover, because the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources'
central database is continually updated, any given response is only appropriate for its respective request.

The UDWR provides no warranty, nor accepts any liability, occurring from any incorrect, incomplete, or misleading data, or from any
incorrect, incomplete, or misleading use of these data.

The results are a query of species tracked by the Utah Natural Heritage Program, which includes all species listed under the U.S.
Endangered Species Act and species on the Utah Wildlife Action Plan. Other significant wildlife values might also be present on the
designated site. Please contact UDWR's regional habitat manager if you have any questions.

Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at (801) 975-3330 for the purpose of consultation under the Endangered Species Act.
Please contact our office at (801) 538-4759 or habitat@utah.gov if you require further assistance.

Your project is located in the following UDWR region(s): Northeastern region

Report generated for:

Lexie Yoder

J-U-B Engineers, Inc.

422 W Riverside Ave, Suite 304
Spokane, WA 99201

(509) 458-3727
lyoder@jub.com

https://dwrapps.utah.gov/HeritageDataRequest/Reports?id=11902 2/2



https://wildlife.utah.gov/discover/wildlife-action-plan.html

https://wildlife.utah.gov/index.php/about-us/contact-dwr.html
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Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
Utah Natural Heritage Program
1594 W. North Temple

PO Box 146301

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Utah Natural Heritage Search Report

Report Number: 11904
January 15, 2021

Utah Natural Heritage Program Online Species Search Report

Project Information

Project Name

Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project (middle piping)

Project Description

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins
located northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley
Central Canal with 26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings, install turnout meters, and two screening
and overflow structures. The canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to be utilized by the County to

convey floodwater. Additional elements of the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3 miles of
pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial

facilities.

Location Description
Vernal, Utah - Ashley Central Canal

Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus
Black-footed Ferret Mustela nigripes

Plants within a 2 mile radius
Common Name Scientific Name

No Species Found

https://dwrapps.utah.gov/HeritageDataRequest/Reports?id=11904

State Status
SGCN
SGCN

State Status

U.S. ESA Status

LE; XN

U.S. ESA Status

Last Observation Year
2002
1988

Last Observation Year

12
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Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002
Black-footed Ferret Mustela nigripes SGCN LE; XN 1988
Greater Sage-grouse Centrocercus urophasianus SGCN 1984
Utah Milksnake Lampropeltis triangulum SGCN 1955
Northern Leopard Frog Lithobates pipiens SGCN 1951
Wolverine Gulo gulo SGCN 1919

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

No Species Found

Definitions
State Status

SGCN Species of greatest conservation need listed in the Utah Wildlife Action Plan

U.S. Endangered Species Act
LE A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "endangered" with the probability of worldwide extinction
LT A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "threatened" with becoming endangered
LE;XN  An "endangered" taxon that is considered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be "experimental and nonessential" in its designated use areas in Utah

C A taxon for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has on file sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to justify it being a "candidate" for
listing as endangered or threatened

PT/PE A taxon "proposed" to be listed as "endangered" or "threatened" by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Disclaimer

The information provided in this report is based on data existing in the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources' central database at the time
of the request. It should not be regarded as a final statement on the occurrence of any species on or near the designated site, nor
should it be considered a substitute for on-the-ground biological surveys. Moreover, because the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources'
central database is continually updated, any given response is only appropriate for its respective request.

The UDWR provides no warranty, nor accepts any liability, occurring from any incorrect, incomplete, or misleading data, or from any
incorrect, incomplete, or misleading use of these data.

The results are a query of species tracked by the Utah Natural Heritage Program, which includes all species listed under the U.S.
Endangered Species Act and species on the Utah Wildlife Action Plan. Other significant wildlife values might also be present on the
designated site. Please contact UDWR's regional habitat manager if you have any questions.

Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at (801) 975-3330 for the purpose of consultation under the Endangered Species Act.
Please contact our office at (801) 538-4759 or habitat@utah.gov if you require further assistance.

Your project is located in the following UDWR region(s): Northeastern region

Report generated for:

Lexie Yoder

J-U-B Engineers, Inc.

422 W Riverside Ave, Suite 304
Spokane, WA 99201

(509) 458-3727
lyoder@jub.com

https://dwrapps.utah.gov/HeritageDataRequest/Reports?id=11904 2/2



https://wildlife.utah.gov/discover/wildlife-action-plan.html

https://wildlife.utah.gov/index.php/about-us/contact-dwr.html
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Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
Utah Natural Heritage Program
1594 W. North Temple

PO Box 146301

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Utah Natural Heritage Search Report

Report Number: 11903
January 15, 2021

Utah Natural Heritage Program Online Species Search Report

Project Information

Project Name

Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project (southern)

Project Description

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins
located northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley
Central Canal with 26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings, install turnout meters, and two screening
and overflow structures. The canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to be utilized by the County to

convey floodwater. Additional elements of the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3 miles of
pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial

facilities.

Location Description
Vernal, Utah - Ashley Central Canal

Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Black-footed Ferret Mustela nigripes

Plants within a V2 mile radius
Common Name Scientific Name

No Species Found

https://dwrapps.utah.gov/HeritageDataRequest/Reports?id=11903

State Status
SGCN
SGCN
SGCN

State Status

U.S. ESA Status

LE; XN

U.S. ESA Status

Last Observation Year
2002
1997
1988

Last Observation Year

12
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Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2008
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus SGCN 2007
Black-footed Ferret Mustela nigripes SGCN LE; XN 1988
Utah Milksnake Lampropeltis triangulum SGCN 1955
Wolverine Gulo gulo SGCN 1919

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

No Species Found

Definitions
State Status

SGCN Species of greatest conservation need listed in the Utah Wildlife Action Plan

U.S. Endangered Species Act
LE A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "endangered" with the probability of worldwide extinction
LT A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "threatened" with becoming endangered
LE;XN  An "endangered" taxon that is considered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be "experimental and nonessential” in its designated use areas in Utah

C A taxon for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has on file sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to justify it being a "candidate" for
listing as endangered or threatened

PT/PE A taxon "proposed" to be listed as "endangered" or "threatened" by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Disclaimer

The information provided in this report is based on data existing in the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources' central database at the time
of the request. It should not be regarded as a final statement on the occurrence of any species on or near the designated site, nor
should it be considered a substitute for on-the-ground biological surveys. Moreover, because the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources'
central database is continually updated, any given response is only appropriate for its respective request.

The UDWR provides no warranty, nor accepts any liability, occurring from any incorrect, incomplete, or misleading data, or from any
incorrect, incomplete, or misleading use of these data.

The results are a query of species tracked by the Utah Natural Heritage Program, which includes all species listed under the U.S.
Endangered Species Act and species on the Utah Wildlife Action Plan. Other significant wildlife values might also be present on the
designated site. Please contact UDWR's regional habitat manager if you have any questions.

Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at (801) 975-3330 for the purpose of consultation under the Endangered Species Act.
Please contact our office at (801) 538-4759 or habitat@utah.gov if you require further assistance.

Your project is located in the following UDWR region(s): Northeastern region

Report generated for:

Lexie Yoder

J-U-B Engineers, Inc.

422 W Riverside Ave, Suite 304
Spokane, WA 99201

(509) 458-3727
lyoder@jub.com
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Utah Natural Heritage Program
1594 W. North Temple

PO Box 146301

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Utah Natural Heritage Program Online Species Search Report

Project Information

Project Name
Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project (Coal Mine Debris Basin)

Project Description

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins
located northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley
Central Canal with 26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings, install turnout meters, and two screening
and overflow structures. The canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to be utilized by the County to
convey floodwater. Additional elements of the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3 miles of
pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial

facilities.

Location Description
Vernal, Utah - Coal Mine Debris Basin

Animals within a 2 mile radius
Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

No Species Found
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Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002
Wolverine Gulo gulo SGCN 1919

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
Ute Ladies' Tresses Spiranthes diluvialis LT 2002
Definitions

State Status

SGCN Species of greatest conservation need listed in the Utah Wildlife Action Plan

U.S. Endangered Species Act
LE A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "endangered" with the probability of worldwide extinction
LT A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "threatened" with becoming endangered
LE;XN  An "endangered" taxon that is considered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be "experimental and nonessential" in its designated use areas in Utah

C A taxon for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has on file sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to justify it being a "candidate" for
listing as endangered or threatened

PT/PE A taxon "proposed" to be listed as "endangered" or "threatened" by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Disclaimer

The information provided in this report is based on data existing in the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources' central database at the time
of the request. It should not be regarded as a final statement on the occurrence of any species on or near the designated site, nor
should it be considered a substitute for on-the-ground biological surveys. Moreover, because the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources'
central database is continually updated, any given response is only appropriate for its respective request.

The UDWR provides no warranty, nor accepts any liability, occurring from any incorrect, incomplete, or misleading data, or from any
incorrect, incomplete, or misleading use of these data.

The results are a query of species tracked by the Utah Natural Heritage Program, which includes all species listed under the U.S.
Endangered Species Act and species on the Utah Wildlife Action Plan. Other significant wildlife values might also be present on the
designated site. Please contact UDWR's regional habitat manager if you have any questions.

Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at (801) 975-3330 for the purpose of consultation under the Endangered Species Act.
Please contact our office at (801) 538-4759 or habitat@utah.gov if you require further assistance.

Your project is located in the following UDWR region(s): Northeastern region

Report generated for:

Lexie Yoder

J-U-B Engineers, Inc.

422 W Riverside Ave, Suite 304
Spokane, WA 99201

(509) 458-3727
lyoder@jub.com
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Utah Natural Heritage Program
1594 W. North Temple

PO Box 146301

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Utah Natural Heritage Program Online Species Search Report

Project Information

Project Name
Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project (Yellow Hills Debris Basin)

Project Description

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins
located northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley
Central Canal with 26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings, install turnout meters, and two screening
and overflow structures. The canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to be utilized by the County to
convey floodwater. Additional elements of the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3 miles of
pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial

facilities.

Location Description
Vernal, Utah - Yellow Hills Debris Basin

Animals within a 2 mile radius
Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

No Species Found
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Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

No Species Found

Definitions
State Status

SGCN Species of greatest conservation need listed in the Utah Wildlife Action Plan

U.S. Endangered Species Act
LE A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "endangered" with the probability of worldwide extinction
LT A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "threatened" with becoming endangered
LE;XN  An "endangered" taxon that is considered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be "experimental and nonessential” in its designated use areas in Utah

C A taxon for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has on file sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to justify it being a "candidate" for
listing as endangered or threatened

PT/PE A taxon "proposed" to be listed as "endangered" or "threatened" by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Disclaimer

The information provided in this report is based on data existing in the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources' central database at the time
of the request. It should not be regarded as a final statement on the occurrence of any species on or near the designated site, nor
should it be considered a substitute for on-the-ground biological surveys. Moreover, because the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources'
central database is continually updated, any given response is only appropriate for its respective request.

The UDWR provides no warranty, nor accepts any liability, occurring from any incorrect, incomplete, or misleading data, or from any
incorrect, incomplete, or misleading use of these data.

The results are a query of species tracked by the Utah Natural Heritage Program, which includes all species listed under the U.S.
Endangered Species Act and species on the Utah Wildlife Action Plan. Other significant wildlife values might also be present on the
designated site. Please contact UDWR's regional habitat manager if you have any questions.

Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at (801) 975-3330 for the purpose of consultation under the Endangered Species Act.
Please contact our office at (801) 538-4759 or habitat@utah.gov if you require further assistance.

Your project is located in the following UDWR region(s): Northeastern region

Report generated for:

Lexie Yoder

J-U-B Engineers, Inc.

422 W Riverside Ave, Suite 304
Spokane, WA 99201

(509) 458-3727
lyoder@jub.com
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Utah Natural Heritage Program
1594 W. North Temple

PO Box 146301

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Utah Natural Heritage Program Online Species Search Report

Project Information

Project Name
Ashley Valley Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project (recreation trail)

Project Description

The Proposed Project would construct two large debris basins to serve as flood control in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills sub-basins
located northeast of Vernal City. Additionally, the Proposed Project would pipe and pressurize approximately 9.6 miles of the Ashley
Central Canal with 26-inch to 36-inch High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe and fittings, install turnout meters, and two screening
and overflow structures. The canal would be backfilled to cover the irrigation pipe and then left open to be utilized by the County to
convey floodwater. Additional elements of the Proposed Project would include the installation of approximately 3 miles of
pedestrian and recreation trails, which would provide biking and walking access to educational, recreational, and commercial

facilities.

Location Description
Vernal, Utah - Ashley Central Canal

Animals within a 2 mile radius
Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year

No Species Found
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Animals within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus SGCN 2006
White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus SGCN 2002
Black-footed Ferret Mustela nigripes SGCN LE; XN 1988
Greater Sage-grouse Centrocercus urophasianus SGCN 1984
Utah Milksnake Lampropeltis triangulum SGCN 1955
Northern Leopard Frog Lithobates pipiens SGCN 1951
Wolverine Gulo gulo SGCN 1919

Plants within a 2 mile radius

Common Name Scientific Name State Status U.S. ESA Status Last Observation Year
Ute Ladies' Tresses Spiranthes diluvialis LT 2020
Definitions

State Status

SGCN Species of greatest conservation need listed in the Utah Wildlife Action Plan

U.S. Endangered Species Act
LE A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "endangered" with the probability of worldwide extinction
LT A taxon that is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as "threatened" with becoming endangered
LE;XN  An "endangered" taxon that is considered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be "experimental and nonessential” in its designated use areas in Utah

C A taxon for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has on file sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to justify it being a "candidate" for
listing as endangered or threatened

PT/PE A taxon "proposed" to be listed as "endangered" or "threatened" by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Disclaimer

The information provided in this report is based on data existing in the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources' central database at the time
of the request. It should not be regarded as a final statement on the occurrence of any species on or near the designated site, nor
should it be considered a substitute for on-the-ground biological surveys. Moreover, because the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources'
central database is continually updated, any given response is only appropriate for its respective request.

The UDWR provides no warranty, nor accepts any liability, occurring from any incorrect, incomplete, or misleading data, or from any
incorrect, incomplete, or misleading use of these data.

The results are a query of species tracked by the Utah Natural Heritage Program, which includes all species listed under the U.S.
Endangered Species Act and species on the Utah Wildlife Action Plan. Other significant wildlife values might also be present on the
designated site. Please contact UDWR's regional habitat manager if you have any questions.

Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at (801) 975-3330 for the purpose of consultation under the Endangered Species Act.
Please contact our office at (801) 538-4759 or habitat@utah.gov if you require further assistance.

Your project is located in the following UDWR region(s): Northeastern region

Report generated for:

Lexie Yoder

J-U-B Engineers, Inc.

422 W Riverside Ave, Suite 304
Spokane, WA 99201

(509) 458-3727
lyoder@jub.com
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Photo Inventory

The following photos were taken during a during a rare plant survey conducted in August 2018 for a
separate project, and a site visit conducted on August 27 and 28, 2019 for the Ashley Valley

Watershed Flood & Irrigation Project.

Photo 1: Looking downstream along Ashley Creek. Ashley Creek flows beside the Ashley Central Canal
pipe alignment. Two clusters of Ute ladies’-tresses (Spiranthes diluvialis) were observed along the Ashley
Creek bank. Vegetation along Ashley Creek consisted of a variety of large cottonwoods and willows, as
well as scouring rush (Equisetum hyemale), field horsetail (Equisetum arvense), yellow sweet clover
(Melilotus officianalis), white sweet clover (Melilotus albus), and curlycup gumweed (Grindelia
squarrosa). The Proposed Project would not affect Ashley Creek.

Photo 2: Vegetation along the Ashley Central Canal was primarily dominated by reed canarygrass
(Phalaris arundinacea) and a combination of large trees, saplings, shrubs, grasses and forbs.





Photo 3: Ashley Central Canal flows through agricultural, residential and undeveloped properties, as well
as along city roads. This photograph was taken in August 2018 as part of a rare plant survey for a
separate Reclamation project.

Photo 4: Canal vegetation along the middle portion of Ashley Central Canal was dominated by reed
canarygrass, Johnsongrass (Sorghum halepense), orchardgrass (Dactylis glomerata), Russian olive
(Elaegnus angustifolia), and boxelder maple (Acer negundo). This photograph was taken in August 2018
as part of a rare plant survey for a separate project.





Photo 5: A trail would be constructed along the Steinaker Service Canal as part of the Proposed Project.
Vegetation along the alignment of Steinaker Service Canal included: reed canarygrass, Canada thistle
(Cirsium arvense), smooth brome (Bromus inermis), sunflower (Helianthus sp.), alfalfa (Medicago sativa),
crested wheatgrass (Agropyron cristatum), scouring rush, perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne), prickly
lettuce (Lactuca serriola), Indian ricegrass (Achnatherum hymenoides), milkweed (Asclepias speciosa),
groundsel (Senecio vulgaris), and curlycup gumweed.

Photo 6: Looking northwest at the proposed location of the Coal Mine Detention Basin. The detention
basins would be situated in undeveloped areas that are dominated by a desert-scrub landscape.
Vegetation in the Coal Mine and Yellow Hills Detention Basin included: big sagebrush (Artemisia
tridentata), cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), greasewood (Sarcobatus vermiculatus), crested wheatgrass,
common sunflower (Helianthus annuus), pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium), and Russian thistle (Salsola
tragus). Other species observed were plains prickly pear (Opuntia polycantha), four-wing saltbush
(Atriplex canescens), shadescale (Atriplex confertifolia) and Utah juniper (Juniperus osteosperma).





Photo 7: Looking west at the proposed location of the Yellow Hills Detention Basin.

Photo 8: This photo depicts staging area 1 at the northern portion of the Ashley Central Canal. In
general, the Proposed Project staging areas would be situated in an upland position and within a
disturbed setting (i.e., residential property, agricultural fields, paved or gravel parking lots). Staging
areas are dominated by weedy, upland and agricultural species such as: alfalfa, cheatgrass, field thistle
(Cirsium discolor), halogeton, field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), prickly lettuce, prairie sunflower
(Helianthus petiolaris), perennial ryegrass, rubber rabbitbrush (Ericameria nauseosa), and ornamental

grasses.





Photo 9: All Proposed Project staging areas would be located in an upland position within a disturbed
setting. This photo illustrates a typical staging area for the Proposed Project, specifically staging area 15.

Photo 10: This photo illustrates staging area 13. Staging areas were dominated by weedy, upland and
agricultural species.
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 18, 2021

TO: Amy Defreese, Ecologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Utah Field Office);
Christine Cimiluca, BLM (Vernal, UT Office); Rita Reisor, Botanist, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Utah Field Office)

CC: Derek Hamilton, NEPA Biologist (NRCS); Marti Hoge, Environmental Lead (J-U-B
Engineers, Inc.)
FROM: Autumn Foushee, Senior Biologist (J-U-B Engineers, Inc.)

SUBJECT: Uintah County PL566 Watershed Plan Project: Ute ladies’-tresses Survey Findings

An Ute ladies’-tresses (ULT) (Spiranthes diluvialis) protocol-level plant survey was completed for an
approximate 9.6-mile survey area of the Ashley Central Canal located in Vernal, Utah. The survey area
comprised a 100-foot buffer from the centerline of the canal for the entire 9.6 miles, which encompassed
the Action Area for the proposed Uintah County PL566 Watershed Project. The ULT survey was completed
to evaluate suitable habitat conditions within the Action Area and locate any previously unidentified ULT
populations, if present. Funding for the Proposed Project has been awarded from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) PL566 Program, therefore this ULT survey has been compiled to meet the
environmental compliance requirements for the Proposed Project, and to provide documentation of
survey results in accordance with the USFWS Utah Field Office Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting
Botanical Inventories and Monitoring of Federally Listed, Proposed and Candidate Plants (2011) and the
USFWS Interim Survey Requirements for Ute Ladies’-tresses Orchid (1992). The USFWS guidelines were
implemented for the survey efforts. Autumn Foushee, Senior Biologist (J-U-B Engineers, Inc.) conducted
the field investigation on August 27-28, 2019, during the confirmed flowering period. A separate ULT plant
survey was completed for a portion of the canal that was previously slated for Reclamation funding but
was subsequently funded by NRCS.

The following section provides a brief description of ULTs, as well as the typical habitat requirements of
the species. This information was used to ensure that the rare plant survey was completed in the most
efficient and comprehensive manner possible.

The ULT is a member of the orchid family that was first described in 1984. The plant was federally listed
as threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in
January 1992 (USFWS, 1995). Populations have been found in Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana,
Nevada, Idaho, and Washington. The elevation ranges in which populations have been found vary from
750 to 7,000 feet, with most populations located above 4,000 feet. ULTs are found in wetlands and
riparian areas, including spring habitats, mesic meadows, river meanders and floodplains. They require
open habitats, and populations decline if trees and shrubs invade the habitat. They are not tolerant of
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permanent standing water, and do not compete well with aggressive species such as reed canarygrass
(Phalaris arundinacea). The recommended survey time for the species coincides with its flowering period,
as identified by the USFWS (1995), and is typically mid-August through mid-September, depending on

geographic position and seasonal trends.

Notice of the open survey window was received from Christine
Cimiluca in the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Vernal Field
Office on August 14, 2019. The adjacent photo of a flowering,
reference population individual was provided by BLM. The Brush
Creek reference site was also visited, and a singular ULT was
identified, but had reached senescence. A photo from the Maeser
reference site was provided by BLM and given the Maeser site’s
proximity to the Proposed Project Action Area, the reference photo
was utilized for the survey.

The Ashley Central Canal were surveyed for suitable habitat and
ULT presence on August 27-28, 2019. A 100-foot wide corridor — P —

1. Phot t
(from the centerline of the canal, 50 feet on both sides of the canal) BLMO 00 elerence Flantirom

was surveyed along the Ashley Central Canal from the diversion

location on Ashley Creek at the north end of the canal to US-40 in Vernal at approximately 650 South and
from the culvert located at 500 West and approximately 2250 South to the terminus of the canal in Naples,
Utah. The survey area was approximately 9.6-miles long.

Two groupings of 9 total individual ULTs were identified adjacent to the upper portion of the Proposed
Project Action Area. These individuals were identified at the following points:

ULT 1 (6 individuals)
2241168.44 m North, 662309.91 m East

ULT 2 (3 individuals)
2241153.70 m North, 662314.06 m East

These individuals were located at the edge of the survey buffer; however, no work would take place in
Ashley Creek, nor on the banks of Ashley Creek where these individuals were located. The populations
are, however, within 300 feet of the Proposed Project alignment and thus may likely require informal
consultation with USFWS.

Existing conditions along the canal segments were dominated by reed canarygrass, Johnsongrass
(Sorghum halepense), orchardgrass (Dactylis glomerata), Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia), and
Boxelder maple (Acer negundo). The banks of the Ashley Canal within the survey area were thickly
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vegetated by invasive species with some sparse, native wetland species; however, open, undisturbed
riparian habitat did not exist along the majority of the canal, with the exception of the habitat adjacent to
the alignment at the northern end. The banks were generally steep and heavily eroded in a many locations
due to cattle and horse access to the canal. Given the vigorous competition for light and resources posed
by the invasive species assemblage along the canal segments, and the lack of ULT observation in the
remaining alignment segments, it would appear that the current condition of the canal banks is not
suitable habitat for ULT.

The attached ULT Survey Exhibit illustrates the locations of the ULT survey area and the location of the
ULT individuals identified. The attached Photo Inventory captures the pertinent habitat conditions
encountered during the survey.

Conclusion

Approximately 9.6-miles of the Ashley Central Canal was surveyed for suitable habitat and the presence
of ULTs. The field investigations identified two populations adjacent to a northern portion of survey area.
This northern segment along Ashley Creek does provide suitable habitat for the species, however the
Proposed Project would not include instream work or disturbance to the banks of Ashley Creek, where
these individuals are located. The identified individuals are located within 300 feet of the Proposed Project
Action Area, therefore it is likely that informal consultation with USFWS may be necessary. The banks of
the canal throughout the majority of the Proposed Project alignment would not be suitable habitat for
ULT given heavy vegetative coverage and competition from invasive species, as well as disturbance from
livestock and horse grazing.

If you have any questions regarding the information presented herein, please do not hesitate to contact
me at: afoushee@jub.com or via phone at 801-886-9052.

Attachments

1. Ute ladies’-tresses Survey Exhibit

2. Photo Inventory
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Ashiley Canal 2019 ULT Survey - Photo Inventory
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Ashiley Canal 2019 ULT Survey - Photo Inventory

Canal segment surveyed.

Representative conditions along Ashley Reed canarygrass, orchardgrass, and
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Ashiley Canal 2019 ULT Survey - Photo Inventory
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 30, 2019

TO: Amy Defreese, Ecologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Utah Field Office);
Christine Cimiluca, BLM (Vernal, UT Office); Rita Reisor, Botanist, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Utah Field Office)

CC: Marti Hoge, Environmental Lead (J-U-B Engineers, Inc.)

FROM: Autumn Foushee, Senior Biologist (J-U-B Engineers, Inc.)

SUBJECT: Ashley Central Canal WaterSMART Project: Ute ladies’-tresses Survey Findings

An Ute ladies’-tresses (ULT) (Spiranthes diluvialis) protocol-level plant survey was completed for
an approximate 2.5-mile segment of the Ashley Central Canal located in Vernal, Utah. The field
survey was completed to fulfill the third year of ULT survey requirements for the Ashley Central
Irrigation Company’s funding through the Bureau of Reclamation’s WaterSMART Program for the
proposed piping of the 2.5-mile segment of the Ashley Central Canal. Funding for the proposed
project has been awarded from the Bureau of Reclamation, therefore this ULT survey has been
compiled to meet the environmental compliance requirements for the project, and to provide
documentation of survey results in accordance with The USFWS Utah Field Office Guidelines for
Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories and Monitoring of Federally Listed, Proposed and
Candidate Plants (2011) and The USFWS Interim Survey Requirements for Ute Ladies’-tresses
Orchid (1992). The USFWS guidelines were implemented for the survey efforts. Autumn Foushee,
Senior Biologist (J-U-B Engineers, Inc.) conducted the field investigation on August 27-28, 2019,
during the confirmed flowering period.

The following section provides a brief description of ULTs, as well as the typical habitat
requirements of the species. This information was used to ensure that the rare plant survey was
completed in the most efficient and comprehensive manner possible.

The ULT is a member of the orchid family that was first described in 1984. The plant was federally
listed as threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) under the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) in January 1992 (USFWS, 1995). Populations have been found in Utah, Colorado,
Wyoming, Montana, Nevada, Idaho, and Washington. The elevation ranges in which populations
have been found vary from 750 to 7,000 feet, with most populations located above 4,000 feet.
ULTs are found in wetlands and riparian areas, including spring habitats, mesic meadows, river
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meanders and floodplains. They require open habitats, and populations decline if trees and
shrubs invade the habitat. They are not tolerant of permanent standing water, and do not
compete well with aggressive species such as reed canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea). The
recommended survey time for the species coincides with its flowering period, as identified by the
USFWS (1995), and is typically mid-August through mid-September, depending on geographic
position and seasonal trends.

Notice of the open survey window was received from
Christine Cimiluca in the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Vernal Field Office on August 14, 2019. The adjacent photo of
a flowering, reference population individual was provided by
BLM. The Brush Creek reference site was also visited, and a
singular ULT was identified, but had reached senescence. A
photo from the Maeser reference site was provided by BLM
and given the Maeser site’s proximity to the proposed project
area, the reference photo was utilized for the survey.

Two segments of the Ashley Central Canal were surveyed for

1. Photo of 2019 Reference Plant from
suitable habitat and ULT presence on August 27-28, 2019 (see g

attached Project Exhibit). A 50-foot wide corridor (from the

centerline of the canal) was surveyed along the Ashley Central Canal from the culvert located just
north of US-40 at approximately 650 South and 1425 West to the culvert located at 500 West
and approximately 2250 South in Vernal, Utah. The survey area is approximately 2.5-miles long.
No ULTs were observed during the field survey. Existing conditions along the canal segments
were dominated by reed canarygrass, Johnsongrass (Sorghum halepense), orchardgrass (Dactylis
glomerata), Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia), and Boxelder maple (Acer negundo). The
banks of the Ashley Canal within the survey area were thickly vegetated by invasive species with
some sparse, native wetland species; however, open, undisturbed riparian habitat did not exist.
The banks were generally steep and heavily eroded in a few small locations due to cattle and
horse access to the canal. Given the vigorous competition for light and resources posed by the
invasive species assemblage along the canal segments, and the lack of ULT observation, it would
appear that the current condition of the banks is not suitable habitat for ULT.

The attached ULT Survey Exhibit illustrates the locations of the ULT survey area. The attached
Photo Inventory captures the pertinent habitat conditions encountered during the survey.
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Conclusion

An approximate 2.5-mile segment of the Ashley Central Canal was surveyed for suitable habitat
and the presence of ULTs. The field investigations did not locate any ULTs within the survey area.
Conditions noted during the 2019 survey were unchanged from those identified during the 2017
and 2018 surveys. No changes to land use and disturbance from those conditions noted in the
2017 and 2018 surveys were noted during the 2019 survey. The banks of the canal do not appear
to be suitable habitat for ULT given heavy vegetative coverage and competition from invasive
species, as well as disturbance from livestock grazing.

If you have any questions regarding the information presented herein, please do not hesitate to
contact me at: afoushee@jub.com or via phone at 801-886-9052.

Attachments
1. Ute ladies’-tresses Survey Exhibit

2. Photo Inventory
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Ashiley Canal 2019 ULT Survey - Photo Inventory

Reference population individual photo Disturbed banks and dominance of weedy,
provided by Bureau of Land Management. invasive species.

Representative conditions in more heavily e o
wooded areas of canal segment.






Ashiley Canal 2019 ULT Survey - Photo Inventory

Canal segment surveyed.

Representative conditions along Ashley Reed canarygrass, orchardgrass, and
e Johnsongrass dominate the canal banks. °

Representative conditions along Ashley
Canal near 2500 S and 500 W
Canal segment surveyed.
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