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EQIP FY23 Information
• June 2, 2023 – Obligation deadline for EQIP, RCPP EQIP, and 

EQIP-CIC applications.

• FY23 EQIP Allocation : $42,182,344
• EQIP General- $34,634,000

• $26,128,000 General allocation
• $8,506,000 March Funds assessment 

• NWQI- $634,600 
• MRBI-$2,429,536 
• Golden Warbler- $111,260
• Joint Chief- $949,667 
• EQIP IRA- $3,423,281

• Obligated : $23,780,000 on 607 contracts (61%)



Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA) 



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Sneak peak
• IRA funds are only available for Climate Smart Practices and Enhancements

• And any required supporting/facilitating practices
• Same list of FY23 practices/enhancements already released

• Required to allocate 5% BFR, 5% SD, and 10% Wildlife (EQIP)
• 5% BFR, 5% SD (CSP)

• Established program policy will continue to be used
• Ensuring Equity is key
• Contracts cannot extend beyond September 30, 2031



Climate Change Mitigation Practice Categories
• Soil Health
• Nitrogen Management
• Livestock Partnership
• Grazing and Pasture
• Agroforestry, Forestry, and Upland Wildlife Habitat
• Restoration of Disturbed Lands
• Energy, Combustion, and Electricity Efficiency
• Wetlands 
• Rice (N/A TN)











Activities highlighted have been added to the list in FY23.
*Noted activities are added to the list as “provisional.” These practices, associated enhancements, and bundles are 
being added under the premise that they may provide benefits, and a quantification methodology will be 
evaluated during the fiscal year. Practices may be removed from the mitigation practice list in a subsequent fiscal 
year if quantification is not possible.



Planned IRA Ranking Pools –EQIP IRA
• Beginning Farmer/Rancher- Required 5%
• Socially Disadvantaged-Required 5%
• Wildlife 10%
• Urban

• IRA Area pools (1 pool for each of the 4 Areas)
• Categories by land use-

• Cropland
• Pasture
• Forest
• Other

• Associated Ag Land, Farmstead, and other land will be eligible in all categories
• Categories allow for separate ranking questions, distribution of funds by category

• 7/7/2023- IRA ranking deadline
• 8/4/2023- IRA Obligation deadline 



Updates and new Opportunities

• Additional sign-up opportunity for Aquatic Habitat for at Risk Species 
in Eastern Tennessee 

• NRCS announces $75 million to assist producers transitioning to 
organic as part of USDA’s Organic Transition Initiative

• USDA offers disaster assistance to farmers in Tennessee impacted by 
recent storms and tornadoes



Additional sign-up opportunity for Aquatic 
Habitat for at Risk Species in Eastern Tennessee 

• 2nd signup Joint Chiefs Aquatic Habitat for at Risk Species
• June 9 2023 application cutoff

• Polk, McMinn, Monroe, Blount, Washington, Unicoi, Carter, 
Johnson, and Sullivan in eastern Tennessee.

• high-priority catchments within the Cherokee National 
Forest as well as private lands within three miles of the 
forest boundary



NRCS announces $75 million to assist producers 
transitioning to organic as part of USDA’s Organic 
Transition Initiative

• Organic Transition Initiative
• EQIP Program 

• Application cutoff June 15 2023

• Supports conservation practices required for organic certification 
• Eligible producers include farmers, ranchers, forest landowners, and 

other producers beginning or in the process of transitioning to 
organic certification.

• Relative to (823) Organic Management you were asked to review



USDA offers disaster assistance to farmers in Tennessee impacted by 
recent storms and tornadoes

• USDA has technical and financial assistance available to help farmers and 
livestock producers recover in the wake of these disasters

• Impacted producers should contact their local USDA service center to 
report losses and learn more about programs that may be available to 
assist in their recovery from crop, land, infrastructure and livestock losses 
and damages

• FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration 
Program can assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and 
technical assistance to restore fencing, damaged farmland or forests. The 
Emergency Conservation Program can also cover costs associated with 
debris removal from cropland.

• NRCS is always available to provide technical assistance 



What can you do as State Technical 
Committee?

• Most Importantly
• Provide input
• Help spread the word
• Help promote applications
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Conservation Stewardship Program
Inflation Reduction Act
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CSP IRA Climate Smart Agriculture 
Practices and Enhancements

*not complete list
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• Important Deadlines
• March 31, 2023 - FY 23 Renewal application deadline
• April 21, 2023 - FY 23 CSP Classic & RCPP CSP application deadline & IRA Deadline
• June 23, 2023 - CSP Classic Ranking deadline
• June 27, 2023 –CSP Classic Preapprovals
• July 21, 2023 – 30% Obligation
• August 4, 2023 – 60% Obligation
• August 25, 2023 – 80% Obligation
• September 8, 2023: FY23 CSP Classic Obligation deadline (NHQ Deadline)

IRA CSP DEADLINES WILL FOLLOW CSP CLASSIC DEADLINES

CSP CLASSIC & IRA CSP & RCPP CSP for FY23



TN CSP Funding FY23
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Initial Allocations:
CSP Classic: $11,800,000.00

CSP IRA: $5,359,004.00

CSP MRBI: $1,429,247.00

CSP Classic Organic: $200,000.00

Total FY23 CSP ALLOCATION: $18,788,251

504 applications for FY23 in protracts



FY23 Renewal Status
Final Obligations:

50 Contracts
$1,465,709.00

7,305 Acres Contracted

NIPF Obligations:
9 Contracts

$401,710.00
1,953.1 Acres Contracted

HU Participants:
9 Contracts

$189,203.00
759.6 Acres Contracted 22



Agricultural 
Conservation 
Easement 
Program 
(ACEP) 
Update
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ACEP FY23 Program Applications

The ACEP FY23 initial sign-up period had a 
cut off date of November 3, 2022. Second 
ACEP sign-up cut off date was February 10th, 
2023.

Expect cut off date for FY24 to be the first part 
of November 2023.



ACEP FY23 Program Applications – contd. 
(as of May 8, 2023)

 Tennessee is currently moving towards obligation on 10 WRE 
applications and 1 WREP application which will cover 
approximately 1,506 acres.

 Additionally, we have one application to convert an existing 
30-yr WRP easement (174.4 acres) into a permanent WRE 
easement.
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Approved January 2023



 The GARC Map is used to create a basis for the purchase of 
conservation easements through the ACEP-WRE by placing a 
value per acre in different geographical areas of the state.

 An Area Wide Market Analysis (AWMA) is conducted by a 
private certified appraiser. The appraiser gathers data from 
property sales over the last 12 months on properties that fit 
the categories listed on the map. Once the data is collected, 
the appraiser summarizes the data to calculate an average 
value for each geographical area. Tennessee has decided to 
provide compensation based on 95 percent of the average 
value, then round to the nearest $50.00.



QUESTIONS

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the 
responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any 
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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