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2023 ACEP funding

WRE-General available state wide

(Wetland Reserve Easements)
• $4,065,451

ACEP-ALE available state wide

(Agricultural Land Easements)
• $600,000



ACEP FY23 Program Applications

The ACEP FY23 initial sign up period had 
a cut-off date of November 3, 2022.

Due to low response, a 2nd ACEP signup 
was announced on January 10, 2023 
with a cut-off date of February 10, 2023.



ACEP FY23 Program Applications-cont.
as of February 13, 2023

New-10
Deferrals from previous year-5
Total applications-15
Still a few in the works
Since the signup ended February 10, 2023, Field offices have until February 24, 
2023 to get ACEP application documents submitted.



AWMA/GARC
The FY23 Area Wide Market Analysis 

(AWMA) and the Geographical Area 
Rate Cap was approved on January 3, 
2023

The FY23 AWMA/GARC has been 
posted to the TN NRCS website





The GARC Map is used to create a basis for the purchase of 
conservation easements through the ACEP-WRE by placing a value per 
acre in different geographical areas of the state.

An Area Wide Market Analysis (AWMA) is conducted by a private 
certified appraiser. The appraiser gathers data from property sales 
over the last 12 months on properties that fit the categories listed on 
the map. Once the data is collected, the appraiser summarizes the 
data to calculate an average value for each geographical 
area. Tennessee has decided to provide compensation based on the 
95 percent of the average value, then round down to the nearest 
$50.00.



Easement Compensation Considerations
• Currently Tennessee uses the Geographical Area Rate Cap (GARC) 

to calculate compensation for easement purchases
• There are eight states that border Tennessee, four states use 

the GARC method and four states use individual appraisals for 
easement purchases, some of these states use a combination of 
methods depending on county location

• Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi and Alabama use GARC for 
easement purchase

• Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia use individual 
appraisals for easement purchase

Question for consideration
Do you think Tennessee should consider using individual 
appraisals for some or all of easement purchases?



CSP Report
Bill Norfleet

CSP Program Manager
Nashville State Office | Programs

801 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37203
Phone: (615) 277-2595 

Email: bill.norfleet@usda.gov | Website: www.tn.nrcs.usda.gov

Stay connected with USDA:
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender
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CSP FY23 Allocations
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CSP Classic: $11,800,000.00

CSP MRBI: 
Mississippi River Basin Initiative : $1,429,247.00

CSP Classic Organic:  $200,000.00

CST8: Renewal:  $2,750,000.00



Upcoming CSP Trainings:

March 2023:
March 1st – Area 1 (in person)
March 8th – Area 2 (in person)
March 2nd – Area 3 (in person)
March 8th – Area 4 (teams meeting)

Ranking pools to be released March 3, 2023



FY23 CSP Timeline
Timeline:

• March 3, 2023 - All FY22 CSP Classic/CSP-RCPP Area ranking pools will be released 
for field offices to begin ranking applications

• MARCH 23, 2023 - FY 23 CSP Classic application deadline

• March 31, 2023 - FY 23 Renewal application deadline

• June 23, 2023 - CSP Classic Ranking deadline

• September 8, 2023: FY23 CSP Classic obligation deadline



FY23 Renewal Status
Final Obligations:

50 Contracts
$1,465,709.00

7,305 Acres Contracted

NIPF Obligations:
9 Contracts

$401,710.00
1,953.1 Acres Contracted

HU Participants:
9 Contracts

$189,203.00
759.6 Acres Contracted
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EQIP Report
Robert Boettcher

EQIP Program Manager
Nashville State Office | Programs

801 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37203
Phone: (615) 277-2544

Email: robert.boettcher@usda.gov | Website: www.tn.nrcs.usda.gov
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EQIP FY2023



EQIP FY23 Information

• EQIP 2023 news release went out: August 24, 2022
• FY23 Cutoff: November 18, 2022

• 2,925 applications as of 2/13/2023
• March 3, 2023 – Ranking deadline for all EQIP, RCPP EQIP, and      

EQIP-CIC fund pools.
• June 2, 2023 – Obligation deadline for all EQIP, RCPP EQIP, and 

EQIP-CIC applications. 

• Reminder- Applications are accepted year round.  Collected and 
ranked at cutoffs



Administration Priorities

• State Conservationists are required to address the Administration’s 
Priorities related to Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry (CSAF), 
racial justice, and social equity.  Also, urban agriculture whenever 
practical.

• State decision to incorporate these priorities through-
• Focal ranking questions and categories
• Urban Pool added in FY2023
• Focus on geospatial layers
• Re-aligned fund pools (added Climate Smart to ranking pool names)
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Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry

• Added the below question to BFR, Wildlife, and Forestry fund pools 
• Applications implementing a CSAF practice will receive additional ranking 

points

• “Will one or more of the following Climate Smart Agriculture and 
Forestry Mitigation Practices be implemented? (327, 328, 329, 332,

340, 342, 345, 374, 380, 386, 390, 391, 393, 412, 420, 422, 449, 484,
512, 528, 585, 590, 612, 632, 645, 657, 666, 670, 672)

*closer look at these practices later 
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Racial Justice and Social Equity

• Continued use of the Strikeforce and Socially Disadvantaged fund 
pools

• Utilizing a LILA half & 10 (Food Desert): layer for added ranking points 
when applicable (High Tunnel And Socially Disadvantaged fund pools)

• Low-income census tracts where a significant number or share of residents is 
more than 1/2 mile (urban) or 10 miles (rural) from the nearest supermarket.
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Urban Agriculture

• Offering Urban practice scenarios across nearly all fund pools
• Utilizing LILA half & 10 as a consistent boundary to give applications 

within Food Deserts increased ranking incentives. 
• Ranking question within High Tunnel and Socially Disadvantaged fund 

pools (geospatially answered)

• High Tunnel will also have a category for Food Desert
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Urban Ranking Pool (New for FY23)
• Geospatial applicability based on below National Layer
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• Applicable for all applications within the Pink boundaries
• All practices will be applicable (more than just high tunnel)



FY 2023 Budget
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• Note: This is only the starting budget.
April funds assessments and adjustment
based on applications will take place 
throughout the year
• Reflects Chiefs Climate and Urban 

initiatives



EQIP Conservation Incentive Contract
EQIP-CIC



EQIP CIC
• EQIP-CIC 2023 news release went out: August 24, 2022
• Application deadline to apply for EQIP- CIC: November 18, 2022

• Follows all EQIP program deadlines
• 5-year contract
• Steppingstone between EQIP and CSP
• Focused Conservation approach 

• Focused Priority Area
• Focused Resource Concerns

• Annual Payments and Implementation Payments for practices completed
• Must address Core Practices 
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FY 23 Fund Pools
States determine EQIP CIC high priority area(s):

• Whole state of TN categorized as High Priority Area (HPA):

Criteria Resource Concerns and Categories
2 Priority Resource Concerns (PRC) (2 separate fund pools)

1) Terrestrial Habitat - Forestland, Pastureland

2) Soil Quality Limitation - Cropland
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Terrestrial Habitat Fund Pool

- Forestland, Pastureland

- Core Practices (must include at least one)

• Prescribed Burning (338)
• Forage Harvest Management (511)
• Prescribed Grazing (528)
• Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644)
• Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
• Early Successional Habitat Development-Mgt (647)

27



Soil Quality Limitation Fund Pool

- Cropland

- Core Practices (must include at least one)

• Cover Crop (340)
• Forage Harvest Management (511)
• Nutrient Management (590)
• Soil and Source Testing For Nutrient Management (217)
• Soil Health Testing (216)
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Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA) 



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Sneak peak
• FY23 Will receive IRA Financial Assistance (FA) 

• IRAE (EQIP-IRA) 
• IRAS (CSP-IRA)
• IRAA (ACEP-IRA) (If applicable)

• FY23 Will receive IRA Technical Assistance (TA)  for,
• IRAA (ACEP-IRA) 
• IRAC (CTA-IRA) 
• IRAE (EQIP-IRA) 
• IRAR (RCPP-IRA) 
• IRAS (CSP-IRA)

• TA to help prepare for future funds
• Potential Future FA funds for all above programs (Except CTA)



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Sneak peak
• New Signup is Required

• Applications on file will be utilized (no need to re-apply)
• Announcement soon-Cutoff March 23, 2023
• This will create a new and separate program deadlines for EQIP IRA
• Plan to keep CSP General and CSP IRA dates the same or similar (low impact)

• Cannot co-mingle general funds
• Cannot partially approve contract with EQIP/CSP General

• IRA funds are only available for Climate Smart Practices and Enhancements
• And any required supporting/facilitating practices
• Same list of FY23 practices/enhancements already released

• Required to allocate 5% BFR, 5% SD, and 10% Wildlife (EQIP)
• 5% BFR, 5% SD (CSP)



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Sneak peak
• Established program policy will continue to be used
• Ensuring Equity is key
• Contracts cannot extend beyond September 30, 2031
• IRA payments will count toward program-specific payment limitations 
• Additional Appendix Addendum required, additional policy will be added to 530, new pre-

obligation checklist, change to business tools.



Climate Change Mitigation Practice Categories
• Soil Health
• Nitrogen Management
• Livestock Partnership
• Grazing and Pasture
• Agroforestry, Forestry, and Upland Wildlife Habitat
• Restoration of Disturbed Lands
• Energy, Combustion, and Electricity Efficiency
• Wetlands 
• Rice (N/A TN)











Activities highlighted have been added to the list in FY23.
*Noted activities are added to the list as “provisional.” These practices, associated enhancements, and bundles are 
being added under the premise that they may provide benefits, and a quantification methodology will be 
evaluated during the fiscal year. Practices may be removed from the mitigation practice list in a subsequent fiscal 
year if quantification is not possible.



Planned IRA Ranking Pools –EQIP IRA
• Beginning Farmer/Rancher- Required 5%
• Socially Disadvantaged-Required 5%
• Wildlife 10%

• IRA Area pools (1 pool for each of the 4 Areas)
• Categories by land use-

• Cropland
• Pasture
• Forest
• Urban

• Associated Ag Land, Farmstead, and other land will be eligible in all categories
• Categories allow for separate ranking questions, distribution of funds by category



Planned IRA Ranking Pools –CSP IRA
• Beginning Farmer/Rancher- Required 5%
• Socially Disadvantaged-Required 5%

• IRA Area pools (1 pool for each of the 4 Areas)
Similar to:
• CSP Classic
• Agland, NIPF Ranking Pools



What can you do as State Technical 
Committee?
• Provide feedback on ranking pool structure

• Provide input on distribution of funds between categories

• Most Importantly
• Help spread the word
• Help promote applications
• Application cutoff March 23, 2023



QUESTIONS

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the 
responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any 
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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