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Printed soil survey reports were the main source of soils information from 1899 to 2005. 
Most of these reports are county-based and have been converted to PDFs. USDA 
phased out the printing of reports after making Web Soil Survey the official source for 
soils information in 2005. 

Web Soil Survey (WSS) provides soil data and information produced by the National 
Cooperative Soil Survey. It is operated by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) and provides access to the largest natural resource information system 
in the world. NRCS has soil maps and data available on WSS for more than 95 percent 
of the nation’s counties and anticipates having 100 percent soon. The site is the single 
authoritative source of soil survey information. 

Soil surveys may be used for general farm, local, and wider area planning. Onsite 
investigation is needed in some cases, such as for soil quality assessments and certain 
conservation and engineering applications. For more detailed information, contact your 
local USDA Service Center or your NRCS State Soil Scientist. 

Historical soil surveys are a snapshot in time of soil data. They are useful for looking at 
soil data from when a soil survey was published, and they have some information that is 
not currently available in Web Soil Survey.  

On October 21, 2022, NRCS and Soil and Plant Science Division web pages were 
moved to a new platform. The soil surveys were moved to a BOX account as a 
temporary solution until they could be transferred to a digital library. The files are being 
added to the Internet Archive digital library where they will be available under the USDA 
Soil Surveys collection. Many soil surveys have already been transferred to the 
collection; the remainder will be added soon. 

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/find-a-service-center
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soils/state-soil-scientists
https://archive.org/details/usda-soil-surveys
https://archive.org/details/usda-soil-surveys
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Figure 1.—Screenshot of the USDA Soil Surveys collection on Internet Archive. 

 

Figure 1 shows historical soil surveys in the USDA Soil Surveys collection of the 
Internet Archive digital library. Use the tips below to navigate the site: 

1. Use the Search this Collection box found in the upper-left area of the page and 
type in what you want to search for. For example, you can put in a state name or 
a county name to find surveys for that state or county.  

2. Use can sort by title by clicking on TITLE to the right of the SORT BY option.  
3. Use the icons on the upper-right side to toggle between displaying soil surveys 

as thumbnails or as a list.  
4. Use the Year filter to show soil surveys published in a specific year.  

Once you have found the soil survey you wish to view, click on the survey name to view 
the survey. 
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Figure 2.—Screenshot showing the historical Soil Survey of Baldwin County, Alabama, from the USDA Soil Survey 
collection in the Internet Archive digital library. 

 

Figure 2 shows the cover page of a soil survey. 

1. One way to move through the pages of the soil survey is to drag the slider bar left 
or right. 

2. Another way to move through the pages of the soil survey is to use the left and 
right arrow icons.  

3. Select one of the three page icons at the bottom right of the document window to 
view a single page at a time, two pages at a time, or thumbnails of all the pages.  

4. Use magnifying glass icons to zoom in or out on a page.  
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Figure 3.—A screenshot displaying information about the selected soil survey. 

 

Figure 3 shows the information that is displayed beneath the soil survey being viewed. 
You can see the publication date and download options.  

In the DOWNLOAD OPTIONS section, click on either PDF or PDF WITH TEXT to open 
the file. The PDF version is a much larger, higher resolution file than the PDF with text. 
Moving your mouse over each one will show you the file size. The PDF with text version 
will open faster than the larger PDF version.  
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Figure 4.—A screenshot of a PDF version of the Soil Survey of Baldwin County, Alabama. 

 

Figure 4 shows the PDF version of the soil survey opened in Adobe Acrobat. Click the 
download icon to download a copy of the soil survey. 


