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Conservation Innovation Grants 
Cheryl Rice, CIG and RCPP Coordinator 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 2018 Farm Bill was enacted on December 20, 2018. The Farm Bill continues its strong support for conservation efforts of America’s farmers and ranchers through reauthorization and expanded flexibility of NRCS conservation programs. 
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Goals and Purposes of CIG
• to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative 

conservation approaches and technologies in Ohio

• Update and adjust current NRCS Standards and 
Specifications for conservation practices

• Push conservation in ag forward for all users

• Bridge from a solid idea to field scale adoption 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The state component is 
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Define innovation 
• Novel
• Under-adopted (geography) 
• Addressing barriers (resource, technology based) 
• Ag Industry need that is not being addressed by current 

conservation practices due to a lack of needed 
information/data/proof of concept
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State Natural Resource Targets 
• Climate Smart Agriculture – climate resilience 
• Urban Agriculture 
• Water Quality – sediment, phosphorus, nitrogen, 

etc. 
• Soil Health – compaction, organic matter, soil 

biology, etc.
• Sustainable forestry based ecosystems
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Eligibility
To apply you must:
• Be a U.S.-based non-Federal entities (NFE) 
• Or an individual 

(Federal agencies are not eligible) 

CIG Participating Producers must:

• Meet the EQIP eligibility requirements
• Cannot be provided for a conservation practice or 

activity for which the producer has already received 
funds through any USDA conservation program

• No duplicate payments with other conservation 
program participation
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CIG Basics
• 1-3 year projects
• Budget limits $50K -150K (federal portion) 
• 1:1 Match - either cash or in-kind

• NRCS State conservationists may reduce the amount of match 
required for Historically Underserved HU serving projects to 25%

• Funding restrictions section – pages 25-26 in the NFO
• Demonstrate, evaluate, and verify the effectiveness, utility, 

affordability, and usability of natural resource 
conservation technologies and approaches in the field; 
and,

• Must have a project evaluation component 
• Adapt and transfer conservation technologies, 

management, practices, systems, approaches, and 
incentive systems to improve performance and encourage 
adoption.

• Must have a technology transfer component

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Funding Restrictions
Funds may not be used to pay any of the following costs unless otherwise permitted by law
and approved in writing by the agency in advance of incurring such costs
a. Profit and management fees. Any funds awarded to for-profit entities must be used
for reimbursement of award related direct and indirect costs only.
b. Costs above the amount of funds authorized for the project.
c. Costs incurred prior to the effective date of the award, including time spent applying
for this opportunity.
d. Costs which lie outside the scope of the approved project and amendments thereto.
e. Entertainment costs, regardless of their apparent relationship to project objectives.
f. Compensation for injuries to persons, or damage to property arising out of project
activities.
g. Consulting services performed by a Federal employee during official duty hours
when such consulting services result in the payment of additional compensation to
the employee.
h. Capital expenditures for general purpose equipment, buildings, and land and for
improvements to land, buildings, or equipment which materially increase their value
or useful life. See 2 CFR 200.439 for additional information.
i. Meals may be charged to an award only if they are necessary for the performance of
the project. For instance, meals (normally only lunch) that are a necessary part of the
costs of meetings and conferences (i.e., required attendance and continuity of a
meeting), the primary purpose of which is the dissemination of information, are
allowable, as are costs of transportation, rental of facilities, speakers’ fees, and other
items incidental to such meetings or conferences. Note: Meals consumed while in
official travel status do not fall in this category. They are considered to be per diem
expenses and should be reimbursed in accordance with the organization’s established
travel policies subject to statutory limitations or in accordance with Federal travel
policies.
j. Costs normally charged as indirect costs may not be charged as direct costs without
proper justification and agency approval. Proper justification includes
documentation that the costs meet the criteria for allowability (see 2 CFR 200.403).
Examples of such costs include rent, utilities, depreciation on buildings and
equipment, the costs of operating and maintaining facilities, and general
administration and general expenses, such as the salaries and expenses of executive
officers, personnel administration, and accounting.
k. Salaries that are not commensurate with level of work. All costs must be reasonable
to be allowable (2 CFR 200.403), and 2 CFR 200.404 defines a reasonable cost as
one if, in its nature and amount, it does not exceed that which would be incurred by a
prudent person under the circumstances prevailing at the time the decision was made
to incur the cost. Salaries determined not to be reasonable compared to the level of
work will be unallowable.
l. Software produced by non-domestic entities. Project budgets must not include costs
(both Federal costs and cost-share) for software developed by non-domestic entities
if it will be utilized by the Federal government or hosted on Federal systems.
m. Refer to Section D for applicable indirect cost restrictions, if any.
This list is not exhaustive. For additional information please refer to 2 CFR Part 200,
subpart E, Cost Principals.

Cheryl.Rice
Sticky Note
Groups are defined by the USDA as “Historically Underserved” (HU) because these groups have been historically underserved by USDA. To work toward righting historical wrongs, a variety of USDA programs provide special advantages to farmers, ranchers and forest landowners that fall into one of the groups below, which are included in the USDA’s HU definition.

Beginning Farmer or Rancher – new to farming or ranching, or, has operated a farm or ranch for less than 10-consecutive years. Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher – a member of a group whose members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of that group without regard to their individual qualities. These include:

American Indians or Alaskan Natives
Asians
Blacks or African Americans
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islanders
Hispanics
Veteran Farmer or Rancher – has served in the armed forces and has not operated a farm or ranch, has operated a farm or ranch for less than 10-consecutive years, or first obtained veteran status during the last 10 years.

For the CIG Classic program, the following groups are eligible to apply to the HU set aside: (1) historically underserved producers; (2) community-based organizations comprised of or representing historically underserved producers; and, (3) entities proposing projects that involve historically underserved producers and for which the benefits of the project flow entirely to historically underserved producers.

For the On-Farm Trials competition, substantive inclusion of HU producers is given priority consideration as part of the proposal evaluation criteria.

Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher – has a household income at or below the national poverty level (for a family of 4) or less than 50% of the county median household income.
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CIG Basics
• Review selection process: 

• Applications will be screened for completeness and 
compliance with the provisions of the notice.

• Technical peer review panels composed of subject 
matter experts evaluate the proposals. Proposals are 
evaluated against the CIG Proposal Merit Criteria (page 
27-28). The technical peer review panels forward their 
recommendations to the State Conservationist.

• The State Conservationist makes the final award 
selections based on the recommendations of the peer 
review panels.

• Grants and Agreements Division also does 
administrative and risk reviews before and final awards 
are signed.  



oh.nrcs.usda.gov/

Online Resources
• Grant posted on Grants.gov – here
• CIG database of past projects – success stories 
• Grantee Resources – includes a grantee guide, form 

templates and examples
• SAM.gov
• CIG Website

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=346982
https://cig.sc.egov.usda.gov/cig-success-stories
https://cig.sc.egov.usda.gov/grantees
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://cig.sc.egov.usda.gov/
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Fiscal 2023 Details
• Deadline to submit proposals: Friday May 19, 2023
• Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified 

via email.
• Selections anticipated to happen in June
• Unsuccessful applications will receive a summary of 

reviewer comments and feedback
• Expect to begin projects in September of 2023 
• No spending can occur on a selected project until a FULLY 

executed Grant document is in place 
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Cheryl.rice@usda.gov
(614)255-2565

Please reach out with questions 
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