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The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) is committed to helping private landowners care for
the land, use it productively, and excel as stewards for the future. Through
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It all starts with a visit to your local USDA Service Center to develop a con-
servation plan. From there, our professional staff and technical experts will
work with you to identify what resource concerns you may have and which
programs you are eligible for. NRCS helps you plan, design and implement
conservation practices on your land. Find your nearest Service Center by
going to www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/find-a-service-center /
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These initiatives accelerate the benefits of voluntary conservation pro-
grams, such as cleaner water and air, healthier soil and enhanced wildlife
habitat. Conservation programs help agricultural producers improve the
environment while maintaining a vibrant agricultural sector. Contact your
local USDA Service Center to see which landscape initiatives are active
and available in your area. Some examples of landscape initiatives include
the following:

Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watershed Initiative—MRBI provides
assistance to selected watersheds in the Mississippi River Basin to volun-
tarily implement conservation practices that avoid, control, and trap nutrient
runoff; improve wildlife habitat; and maintain agricultural productivity.

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative—GLRI addresses urgent issues such
as cleaning up Great Lakes areas of concern, reducing nutrient runoff that
contributes to harmful or nuisance algal blooms, and restoring habitat to
protect native species.

National Water Quality Initiative—NWQI improves impaired waterways
throughout the nation. NRCS manages the initiative by making funds
available to farmers and forest landowners in selected watersheds, to
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EQIP provides voluntary conservation to promote agricultural production,
forest management, and environmental quality to help install or implement
structural, agronomic, or management conservation practices to protect
soil and water quality. NRCS evaluates each application, with higher
priority given to practices that address local resource concerns and
provide the most environmental benefit. Special initiative opportunities
include organic, source water protection, energy, urban, and climate smart
agriculture and forestry. Special rates are available for socially disadvan-
taged, beginning and limited resource farmers.
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RCPP uses partnerships to multiply conservation investments and reach
goals on a regional or watershed scale, promoting coordination between
partners to deliver assistance to producers and landowners. NRCS pro-
vides assistance through partnership agreements and program contracts
or easement agreements. NRCS and its partners help producers install

\and maintain conservation activities in selected project areas.

Agricu“-uml Conservation Easement Program

ACEP provides financial and technical assistance to help conserve
agricultural lands, wetlands, and their related benefits. Wetland Reserve
Easements provide technical and financial assistance directly to private

landowners and Tribal Nations to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands
through purchasing easements and long-term contracts. Agricultural Land
Easements provide financial assistance to eligible partners for purchasing
easements that protect the agricultural use and conservation values of
eligible land.
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