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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should 
contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English.  

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 
form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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1. Introduction 
The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
with the Sanpete Water Conservancy District (SWCD) as the project sponsor, is proposing to 
partially fund through the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (Public Law [PL] 83-
566), the Lower San Pitch Watershed Plan Project in Sanpete County, Utah.  

NRCS, as the lead federal agency, is initiating National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis 
in the form of a new Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) to analyze 
impacts to the natural and human environment from this project.    

The Plan-EA will comply with the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ’s) regulations at 40 
CFR Parts 1500-1508, which require an evaluation of potential environmental impacts 
associated with federal projects and actions. The purpose of the Plan-EA is to develop a 
watershed project plan so that NRCS can decide whether to provide technical and financial 
assistance to the SWCD for implementation of the alternative selected by the SWCD. Parts of 
the proposed project are located on National Forest System lands within the Manti-La Sal 
National Forest and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands within the Richfield Field Office; 
the U.S. Forest Service and BLM will decide whether to authorize the project components on 
lands under their administration as proposed. 

1.1. Scoping Goals and Objectives 
Scoping is the first step of and an integral part of the NEPA process. It is an early and open 
process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed and for identifying the significant 
issues related to a proposed action (40 CFR Part 1501.7). The objectives of the scoping process 
are to: 

• Engage interested parties and the general public in the early identification of concerns, 

potential impacts, and possible alternative actions; 

• Determine the scope and the significant issues to be analyzed in depth in the Plan-EA; 

• Identify potentially significant issues related to the proposed action, as well as 

identifying and eliminating issues that are not significant or that have been covered by 

prior environmental review; 

• Identify the scope of issues to be addressed and integrate analyses required by other 

environmental laws (e.g., Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act); 

and  

• Identify technical studies needed to adequately address potential impacts of the 

project. 
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2. Scoping Process 

2.1. Schedule 
The following dates outline the milestones for the scoping announcement and activities that 
occurred in preparation for the formal preliminary scoping period. The preliminary scoping 
comment period opened on November 4, 2020, and closed on December 5, 2020. 

• October 8, 2020: Kick-off meeting with the NRCS and sponsor project team 
• November 5, 2020: Opening of formal public comment period; scoping notice and 

public meeting details were published to the NRCS project and Utah RDCC websites, 
flyers were mailed to agencies and stakeholders, and notice was published in the 
Sanpete Messenger. Notice was published in the Gunnison Valley Gazette on November 
4, 2020. 

• November 11, 2020: Notice was published in the Gunnison Valley Gazette 
• November 12, 2020: Notice published again in The Sanpete Messenger 
• November 12, 2020: A preliminary scoping meeting for agencies and stakeholders was 

held online. 
• November 17, 2020: A preliminary public scoping meeting was held online 
• December 5, 2020: Close of formal public comment period 
• January 4, 2022: Tribal scoping letters were mailed to 18 tribal contacts 

2.2. Kick-off Meeting 
A kick-off meeting with the NRCS and sponsor project team was held virtually at 6:00 p.m. on 
October 8, 2020. The meeting included discussions of the scope of the project and potential 
projects, identified additional stakeholders, and reviewed public scoping methods. 

2.3. Mailing List 
A project mailing list was compiled by the NRCS, Jones & DeMille Engineering, and the 
stakeholders to identify the entities that would receive scoping materials directly. Form letters 
are included in Appendix A. 

Project notification/cooperating agency invitation letters were sent to six agencies on 
November 4, 2020: 

• BLM - Richfield Field Office 

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) – Utah Field Office 

• U.S. Forest Service - Sanpete Ranger District 

• Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (UDWR) – Central Region 
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Project notification letters were sent to 23 contacts with the following organizations on 
November 3, 2020: 

• Gunnison Irrigation Company 

• Mayfield Irrigation Company 

• Mayfield Town 

• Sanpete County Conservation District 

• Sanpete County 

• Sanpete Water Conservancy District 

• San Pitch Watershed Stewardship Group 

Notification was emailed to the following organizations on November 3 or 6, 2020: 
• Utah Board of Water Resources 

• Utah Department of Agriculture and Food 

• Utah Division of Water Quality 

• Utah Division of Water Rights 

• Utah Office of Dam Safety 

A tribal scoping letter was mailed to 18 tribal members with 11 tribes on January 4, 2022: 
• Leigh Kuwanwisiwma – The Hopi Tribe 

• Timothy L. Nuvangyaoma – Chairman, The Hopi Tribe 

• Stewart B. Koyiyumptewa – THPO, Hopi Tribe of Arizona 

• Daniel Bullets – Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians of the Kaibab Indian Reservation 

• Ona Segundo – Chairwoman, Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians of the Kaibab Indian 
Reservation 

• Shanandoah Anderson – Cultural Manager, Moapa Band of Paiute Indians of the Moapa 
River Indian Reservation 

• Laura Parry – Chairwoman, Moapa Band of Paiute Indians of the Moapa River Indian 
Reservation, Nevada 

• Jonathan Nez – President, Navajo Nation 

• Dorena Martineau – Cultural Resource Director, Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah 

• Kurt Dongoske – Director and THPO, Pueblo of Zuni  

• Val Panteah Sr. – Governor, Pueblo of Zuni 

• Candelora Lehi – Vice President, San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe of Arizona 

• Carlene Yellowhair – President, San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe of Arizona 

• Melvin Baker – Chairman, Southern Ute Indian Tribe 

• Betsy Chapoose – THPO, Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation 

• Luke Duncan – Chairman, Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation, Utah 

• Manuel Heart – Chairman, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 

• Terry Knight – THPO, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
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2.4. Notice 
Public notice of the project and scoping meeting was distributed widely prior to the November 
17 public scoping meeting. The official scoping comment period opened on November 5, 2020, 
and closed on December 5, 2020. The public notice was published in The Gunnison Valley 
Gazette on November 4 and 11, and in The Sanpete Messenger on November 5 and 11. The 
public notice was also posted to the NRCS website 
(https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/?cid=nrcseprd
1689614), and mailed to each designated entity on the project mailing list on November 3. The 
notice invited all interested members of the relevant agencies and general public to participate 
in the respective meetings, and provided details for submitting comments by email, mail, fax, or 
phone. The scoping notice materials are attached as Appendix A. 

2.5. State Clearinghouse Notification 
Notice of the project was published to the State of Utah’s Resource Development Coordinating 
Committee (RDCC) Project Management System website on November 5, 2020 
http://rdcc.utah.gov/plpco/public/viewProject.action?projectId=76783). A screenshot of the 
notice is included in Appendix A. 

2.6. Agency/stakeholder scoping meeting 
A preliminary agency scoping meeting for the project was held virtually on November 12, 2020. 
The meeting included discussions of the scope of the project, communication protocols and 
potential agency involvement, and potential resources of concern. Representatives from the 
Manti-La Sal National Forest, the Richfield BLM Field Office, the UDWR, Utah Dam Safety, the 
Utah Board of Water Resources, the EPA, the San Pitch Watershed Stewardship Group, and the 
Utah Division of Water Quality attended the meeting. 

2.7. Public Scoping Meeting 
A public scoping meeting was held online on Tuesday, November 17, 2020, from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. The meeting began with a presentation of the PL 83-566 program and proposed watershed 
area, as well as an introduction to the NEPA process. The presentation was followed by an open 
question session where attendees were encouraged to discuss specific concerns with the 
presentation team. There were 10 attendees, excluding the project team. The meeting 
presentation slides and attendee roster are attached as Appendix B. A recording of the meeting 
is also available on the NRCS website: 
(https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/?cid=nrcseprd
1689614). 

3. Comments 
The formal open public comment period was from November 5 to December 5, 2020. 
Comments could be submitted in person at the meeting or by email, mail, fax, phone, or 
comment card. No comments were received during the open comment period.  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/?cid=nrcseprd1689614
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/?cid=nrcseprd1689614
http://rdcc.utah.gov/plpco/public/viewProject.action?projectId=76783
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/?cid=nrcseprd1689614
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/?cid=nrcseprd1689614
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4. Summary of Identified Issues 
No comments were received, and no issues were identified as a result of the initial formal 
scoping process. 
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Appendix A. Scoping Notice Materials 
 

• Cooperating Agency Invitation Letter 

• Agency Fact Sheet 

• Stakeholder Notice Letter 

• Public Fact Sheet  

• Tribal Letter  

• Tribal Fact Sheet 

• Screenshot of RDCC Notice 

• Affidavits of Publication 

  



 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
 
Utah State Office 
 
125 South State Street 
Room 4010 
Salt Lake City, UT  84138 
 
Ph: 801-524-4550 
Fax: 844-715-4928 
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 

November 4, 2020 
 

RE: Formal request to be a Cooperating Agency in the development of the Lower San Pitch 
Watershed Plan-Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) for proposed measures within the Lower 
San Pitch Watershed, Sanpete County, Utah. 
 
Dear ________:  
 
In accordance with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) at 40 CFR Part 1501.6, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) is formally requesting that the _______________________ become a cooperating 
agency in the planning and development of the Lower San Pitch Watershed Plan-EA. The enclosed 
agency scoping notice includes project information and details on an agency scoping meeting 
scheduled for November 12, 2020 at 1 pm.   
 
This request is made since your agency is identified as having special expertise or jurisdiction by 
law related to this project. The Plan-EA is being prepared to fulfill our NEPA compliance 
responsibilities pertaining to our federal financial assistance through the Watershed Protection and 
Flood Prevention Program as authorized through Public Law 83-566. Upon acceptance of this 
invitation, roles can be defined in an informal agreement or a memorandum of understanding. If 
your agency is unable to participate as a cooperating agency, please return a written explanation 
indicating that your agency cannot participate. 
 
Please send notification confirming your decision to: Emily Fife, State Conservationist, NRCS, 
Wallace F Bennett Federal Building, 125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84138-1100.  
 
Thank you for your timely response and assistance with these efforts. If you have any questions, 
please contact Derek Hamilton, Water Resources Coordinator, at derek.hamilton@usda.gov or 
801/524-4560. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
NORM EVENSTAD 
Asst. State Conservationist - Water Resources 
 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: 
Alan Atkins, Area Conservationist, NRCS, Richfield, UT 
Brian Miller, District Conservationist, NRCS, Ephraim, UT 
Derek Hamilton, Water Resources Coordinator, NRCS, Salt Lake City, UT 

mailto:derek.hamilton@usda.gov


  

  

 

Lower San Pitch Watershed Plan-
EA Project - Sanpete County Utah 

 Scoping Notice - Agency Fact Sheet 

Project Information 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (USDA-
NRCS), with assistance of the 
Sanpete Water Conservancy District 
as the project sponsor, is 
considering proposed improvements 
within the Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed. The proposed 
improvements include stabilization 
of Twelvemile Creek to reduce 
suspended sediment, lining of a 
Gunnison Irrigation Company canal 
to eliminate seepage, and 
construction of a water storage 
reservoir. The improvements under 
consideration will address 
watershed protection and 
agricultural water management. 

Technical studies are scheduled to 
take place during the summer of 
2021, with a Draft Plan-EA 
circulated to the public and agencies 
for review in early 2022. 

Additional information can be found 
at the USDA-NRCS project website: 
bit.ly/waterops 

 

Agency Meeting 

Agencies who may have interest 
or involvement in the project are 
invited to attend a virtual 
meeting: 

Thursday, November 12 
1:00 pm  

Zoom: 

https://jonesanddemille.zoom.
us/j/2094846353 

Meeting ID: 209 484 6353 
Phone: (346) 248-7799 

Project Area Overview  

 

 

Comments should be 

directed to: 

Jenna Jorgensen 

Jones and DeMille 

Engineering  

 

jenna.j@jonesanddemille.com 

(435) 896-8266 

1535 S. 100 W., Richfield, UT 

84701 

 

Utah State Office 

 

 

Utah State Office – April 2018  

file://///jd-dc/h/JD/Proj/2003-005/Design/Environmental/02%20Scoping/01%20Notice/bit.ly/waterops


 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

Natural Resources 

Conservation Service 

 

Utah State Office 

 

125 South State Street 

Room 4010 

Salt Lake City, UT  84138 

 

Ph: 801-524-4550 

Fax: 844-715-4928 
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov 

 

November 5, 2020 

 

Contact 

(Agency) 

Address 

City, State Zip 

 

Re: Lower San Pitch River Watershed Plan  

 
Dear Mr / Ms. __ 

The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS), with the Sanpete Water Conservancy District (SWCD) as the project sponsor, 

is proposing to partially fund through the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 

Act (Public Law [PL] 83-566) improvements within the Lower San Pitch River 

Watershed in Sanpete County, Utah. Parts of the proposed project are located on public 

lands administered by the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM); the agencies will decide whether to be cooperating agencies for the project.  

The main objective of the project is to implement local water management solutions that 

will protect watershed resources and improve agricultural water management. The 

proposed improvements include stabilization of Twelvemile Creek to reduce suspended 

sediment, lining of a Gunnison Irrigation Company canal to eliminate seepage, and 

construction of a water storage reservoir.  

The NRCS and other agencies will hold a public scoping meeting to provide information 

about the proposed project and to solicit your comments. At this time, the agencies are 

requesting comments on the project to identify issues and resource concerns. Written 

comments are due within 30 days, post-marked by December 5, 2020. 

The public is invited to attend, discuss, and comment during the following virtual public 

scoping meeting: 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 

5:30 PM to 6:30 PM  

Zoom: https://jonesanddemille.zoom.us/j/99630076647 

Meeting ID: 996 3007 6647 

Phone: (253) 215-8782 

Comments may be emailed or mailed to the following address or submitted during the 

public scoping meeting. Comments must be received by December 5, 2020. 

Jenna.j@jonesanddemille.com 

Jones & DeMille Engineering 

Attn: Jenna Jorgensen 



 

 

1535 S. 100 W. 

Richfield, UT 84701 

Phone: (435) 896-8266 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

NORM EVENSTAD 

Assistant State Conservationist Water Resources  

 

Encl: Scoping Fact Sheet 

 

 



  

  

 

Lower San Pitch Watershed Plan-
EA Project - Sanpete County Utah 

 Scoping Notice - Fact Sheet 

Project Information 
The United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(USDA-NRCS), with assistance of the 

Sanpete Water Conservancy District as the 

project sponsor, is considering proposed 

improvements within the Lower San Pitch 

River Watershed. The proposed 

improvements include stabilization of 

Twelvemile Creek to reduce suspended 

sediment, lining of a Gunnison Irrigation 

Company canal to eliminate seepage, and 

construction of a water storage reservoir. 

The improvements under consideration will 

address watershed protection and 

agricultural water management. 

USDA-NRCS will hold an online public 

meeting to provide information about the 

proposed project and to collect comments. 

Technical studies are scheduled to take 

place during the summer of 2021, with a 

Draft Plan-EA circulated to the public and 

agencies for review in early 2022. 

At this time, USDA-NRCS is requesting 

comments on the project to identify issues 

and resource sensitivities. Written comments 

can be submitted during the open period 

starting November 5, 2020, and ending on 

December 5, 2020. Comments must be post-

marked by December 5, 2020.  

Additional information can be found at the 

USDA-NRCS project website:  

bit.ly/waterops 

Public Meeting 

The public is invited to attend, discuss, 

and submit a comment during the virtual 

public meeting: 

Tuesday, November 17 

5:30 to 6:30 pm  

Zoom: https://jonesanddemille.zoom.us 

/j/99630076647 

Meeting ID: 996 3007 6647 

Phone: (253) 215-8782 

Project Area Overview  

 

How to Submit a 
Comment 

All comments should be 

directed to Jenna Jorgensen: 

Jones and DeMille 

Engineering  

 

jenna.j@jonesanddemille.com 

1535 S. 100 W., Richfield, UT 

84701 

(435) 896-8266 

Comments may be emailed or 

mailed to the above address, 

or submitted during the public 

scoping meeting.  

 

Utah State Office 

 

 

Utah State Office – April 2018  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ut/programs/planning/wpfp/
https://jonesanddemille.zoom.us/


 

Natural Resources Conservation Service     125 South State Street, Room 4010, Salt Lake City, UT  84138 
www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov   801-524-4550    Fax  844-715-4928 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

January 4, 2022 
 
 
 
Name  
Title
Tribe
Address
Address
 
Reference:  Lower San Pitch River Watershed Plan-EA 
 
Dear ________:  
 
The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS), in 
coordination with the Sanpete Water Conservancy District (SWCD) as the project sponsor, is proposing the 
Lower San Pitch River Watershed Plan in Sanpete County, Utah, under authorities of the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) and the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (Public 
Law [PL] 83-566). 
 
Improvements are being proposed within the new Lower San Pitch River Watershed to: 1) further the 
conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of water, 2) prevent flood damages, and 3) further the 
conservation and proper utilization of land. 
 
In cooperation with the SWCD, USDA-NRCS is in the very early planning stages of preparing an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to consider and 
analyze potential impacts from the action. For the purposes of compliance with NEPA and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), USDA-NRCS is the designated lead agency. Pursuant to Section 
106 of the NHPA, Executive Order 13007, the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, we write to you at 
this time regarding the project and we welcome any information you would like to share with us regarding 
historic properties or places of traditional religious and cultural importance near the proposed project area that 
we should consider as part of our analysis. We would also appreciate your assistance in identifying any other 
tribes with whom we should consult on this project. 
 
We look forward to hearing from and working with you on this important project. We welcome your call if 
you have questions on the proposed project or if you wish to arrange a meeting or initiate government-to-
government consultation regarding this project. Please respond to our request within 30 days of receipt of this 
letter. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please contact Tara S. Hoffmann, State Cultural Resources 
Specialist at 385-582-1266, or email at tara.hoffmann@ut.usda.gov. We look forward to receiving your 
comments and discussing this project further.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
  
EMILY FIFE 
State Conservationist  
 
Enclosure:  Scoping Notice – Fact Sheet 

http://www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov/


Mr. Shanandoah (Shanan) Anderson 
January 4, 2022 
Page 2 
 
 
 
cc:    
Tara S. Hoffmann, NRCS State Cultural Resources Specialist, Salt Lake City, UT 
Norm Evenstad, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist Water Resources, Salt Lake City, UT 
Derek Hamilton, NRCS Water Resources Coordinator, Salt Lake City, UT 
Jenna Jorgensen, Environmental Coordinator, Jones & DeMille Engineering, Richfield, UT 
 
 



  

  

 

Lower San Pitch River Watershed Plan-

EA Project - Sanpete County Utah 

 Scoping Notice - Fact Sheet 

Project Information 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (USDA-
NRCS), with assistance of the 
Sanpete Water Conservancy District 
as the project sponsor, is 
considering proposed improvements 
within the Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed. The proposed 
improvements include stabilization 
of Twelvemile Creek to reduce 
suspended sediment, lining of a 
Gunnison Irrigation Company canal 
to eliminate seepage, and 
construction of a water storage 
reservoir. The improvements under 
consideration will address 
watershed protection and 
agricultural water management. 

Technical studies are scheduled to 
take place during the summer of 
2021, with a Draft Plan-EA 
circulated to the public and agencies 
for review in early 2022. 

Additional information can be found 
at the USDA-NRCS project website: 
bit.ly/waterops 

 

 

 

Project Area Overview  

 

Utah State Office 

 

 

Utah State Office – April 2018  

file://///jd-dc/h/JD/Proj/2003-005/Design/Environmental/02%20Scoping/01%20Notice/bit.ly/waterops
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Appendix B. Scoping Meeting Materials 
 

• Attendee List 

• Meeting Presentation Slides 



Lower San Pitch River Watershed Plan-EA 

Virtual Public Scoping Meeting 

November 17, 2020 

 Name Organization Title Phone Email 

1 Jay Olsen Sanpete Water Conservancy District    

2 David Madsen Gunnison Irrigation Company    

3 Jenna Jorgensen JDE    

4 Garrick Willden JDE    

5 Leslie Warta NRCS    

6 Wyatt Shakespear JDE    

7 Derek Hamilton NRCS    

8 Scott Sunderland Sanpete County Conservation District    

9 Jacob Olsen JDE    

10 Joe Frischknecht Sanpete Water Conservancy District    

11 Kyle Wheeler NRCS    

12 Doug Willden Mayfield Irrigation Company    

13 Michael Larson Sanpete County Conservation District    

14 Kristine Oxman Sanpete Water Conservancy District    

15 Russell Yardley Gunnison Irrigation Company    

16 Stanford Jensen Gunnison Irrigation Company    

17 Richard Dyreng Sanpete Water Conservancy District    
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Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

- Public Meeting -

Sponsor: Sanpete Water Conservancy District

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

Welcome and Introductions
• Sanpete Water Conservancy District:

• Ken Bench
• Joe Frischknecht
• Richard Dyreng
• Nate Palmer
• Michael Cox
• Jay Olsen
• Scott Sunderland

• NRCS
• Derek Hamilton
• Norm Evenstad
• Kyle Wheeler

• Jones & DeMille Engineering:
• Jenna Jorgensen
• Garrick Willden
• Jacob Olsen

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

1

2
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PL-566 Program Overview

Public Law 83-566; the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
Act of 1954, as amended

General Purposes

• Preventing damage from erosion, floodwater, and sediment

• Furthering conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of 
water

• Furthering conservation and proper utilization of land

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

PL-566 Program Overview

Authorized Purposes
Flood prevention (flood damage reduction)

Watershed protection

Public recreation

Public fish and wildlife

Agricultural water management

Municipal and industrial water supply

Water quality management

Watershed structure rehabilitation

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

3

4
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Proposed Project Measures

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

Proposed Project Measures

Specific measures here

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

5

6
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Proposed Project Measures

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

Proposed Project Measures

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

7

8
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Proposed Project Measures

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

Existing 
irrigation 
regulating 
reservoir

Proposed 
diversion point

Proposed transmission 
pipeline to convey 
water to reservoir

Proposed South 
Hollow Reservoir

Existing canal

JJ1

Proposed Project Measures

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

Saline spring area
Proposed extent 

of canal lining

9

10
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Purpose of the Planning Phase

Federal funds = NEPA
(National Environmental Policy Act)

*Federal lands and federal permits also invoke NEPA requirements

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

NEPA aims to:

1.Consider environmental consequences 

2.Inform the public

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

11

12
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40 CFR 1501.7 - Scoping

“There shall be an early and open 
process for determining the scope of 

issues to be addressed and for 
identifying the significant issues 

related to a proposed action. This 
process shall be termed scoping.”

Lower San Pitch River 
Watershed Plan

Issues to consider

Air Quality

Visual Resources

Cultural Resources Water Resources

Land Uses

Recreation

Wildlife

Economics
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Questions to identify the scope:
• Are there concerns with the proposed action?

• What are the most important environmental concerns?

• What are the alternatives to reduce impacts?

• Is there any controversy?

• What other environmental laws apply?

• When does the decision need to be made?
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Schedule

Public scoping comment period: 30 days 
(November 5 – December 5)

Draft Plan-EA: estimated Spring 2022

Final Plan-EA & Decision: estimated Summer 
2022
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Comments
Email: jenna.j@jonesanddemille.com

Call: Jenna Jorgensen (435) 896-8266

Mail: Jenna Jorgensen

Jones and DeMille Engineering

1535 S. 100 W., Richfield, UT 84701
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