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2016
Greater Spokane River Watershed 
Implementation 
Lead Partner: Spokane Conservation District 

Significant sources of sediments and nutrients are carried to 
the Spokane River watershed by its larger tributaries, and low 
dissolved oxygen levels and algae blooms threaten aquatic life 
in the Spokane River, Lake Spokane and Coeur d’Alene Lake. 
Reducing nutrients is key to resolving water quality degradation 
throughout the Greater Spokane River Bi-State Watershed. TMDL 
and lake management implementation plans stress the need 
to address agriculture and forestry within these watersheds. 
This project supports regional momentum towards adoption of 
conservation tillage operations and best management practices. 
Tens of thousands of agricultural and forestry acres, including a 
tribal farm, will benefit through voluntary NRCS programs.

WRIA 1 Salmon Recovery & Water Quality
Lead Partner: Whatcom Conservation District 

The Nooksack watershed is in the top three percent of 
agricultural producing counties in the nation and has threatened 
or salmon species and imperiled shellfish harvest areas. Partners 
have recruited twenty-two landowners ready to implement 
priority projects remedying inadequate habitat for fish and 
wildlife in the Nooksack River watershed in North Puget Sound, 
Washington State. Partners will work with producers to: replace 
culverts on farm access roads, restoring fish passages in 
agricultural and rural areas; work with Tribes to construct instream 
wooden structures to provide habitat for salmon; and integrate 
and publicize NRCS programs into the rural, agricultural and 
Tribal communities. The result will be higher priority and more 
strategic projects to recover salmon and improve water quality 
in downstream commercial, ceremonial and subsistence shellfish 
beds operated by the Lummi Nation.

2017
Puyallup Watershed Partnership
Lead Partner: Pierce Conservation District 

Through the Puyallup Watershed Partnership, the Pierce 
Conservation District and ten diverse partners will assist 
landowners with permanent conservation easements and 
implement restoration activities through Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program funding assistance. The Puyallup in 
Washington contains the only remaining prime soils in Pierce 
County, is home to one of the most urban tribal reservations, 
and provides essential habitat for Endangered Species Act 
listed species of coho and Chinook salmon, steelhead, and bull 
trout. Since 2002, Pierce County has lost almost 10,000 acres 
of farmland, nearly five times the state average, due to rapidly 
encroaching development from the Seattle/Tacoma metropolitan 
area. That loss not only impacts farmers and food security but 

also diminishes the ecosystem benefits that farmland provides to 
water and soil quality.

Yakima Integrated 
Plan - Toppenish to 
Teanaway 
Lead Partner: Confederated Tribes 
and Bands of the Yakama Nation 

The Yakima Integrated Plan will 
accelerate the recovery of threatened 
Middle Columbia steelhead by targeting high 
priority watersheds which currently produce more than 50% 
of the wild steelhead run in the Yakima River Basin. These 
actions will also increase water supply and water quality for 
environmental, economic and cultural purposes. This project will 
fund actions supported by diverse partners to enact holistic, 
innovative solutions to natural resource conservation issues. These 
actions will restore fish habitat in over 50 miles of channels across 
2,500 acres; restore riparian vegetation on over 10 miles of stream 
banks; enhance fish access to over 480 acres of aquatic habitat; 
increase water retention in 2,000 acres of ephemeral channels; 
and improve grazing management across 3,500 floodplain acres 
and 34,000 upland grazing acres. In addition, the project will 
target over 30,000 acres for irrigation efficiency enhancements, 
over 25,000 acres for Conservation Stewardship practices and 
protect 500 acres of floodplain farmland through easements. 
Monitoring of these actions will occur through existing programs. 
The project stems from extensive collaborative efforts in recent 
years by Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Workgroup, which 
represents over 20 stakeholders from environmental, agricultural, 
and tribal interests working to restore habitat and conserve water 
resources in the Yakima Basin.
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2017 (cont.)

Southwest Washington 
Nonindustrial Private 
Forest Conservation 
Partnership
Lead Partner: Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Non-industrial private forest 
lands in southwest Washington 
are important to the regional and 
state economies. In addition to 
timber harvest, these working 
forests provide many functions 
including: fish and wildlife habitat, 
protection of water quality, flood 
reduction, recreational opportunities 
and carbon sequestration to help 
combat climate change. The project 
area includes Grays Harbor, Mason, 
Thurston, Lewis Pacific, Wahkiakum, 
Cowlitz and Clark Counties. 
Washington Department of Natural 
Resources and conservation districts 
will conduct outreach and education 
activities and provide technical 
assistance to NIPF owners to develop 
and implement stewardship plans 
with funding from the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program and 
Conservation Stewardship Program. 
Washington State Conservation 
Commission will distribute NRCS 
technical assistance funding to the 
conservation districts.

2018
Whatcom County 
Working Lands 
Conserving Watersheds
Lead Partner: Whatcom County

Whatcom County Working 
Lands Conserving Watersheds aims 
to protect working lands within 
identified priority watersheds in 
Whatcom County to help to stabilize 
the critical land base needed to 
maintain a long-term commercially 
significant agriculture industry. 
Many parcels within the priority 
watersheds are at risk of being 
developed to the degree where 
neither agriculture nor full ecosystem 
function can occur. Working Lands 
Conserving Watersheds will provide 
Whatcom County landowners 
financial incentives needed to keep 
their lands in production and will 
require actions are taken to address 
identified resource concerns.

2019
Poop Smart Clark
Lead Partner: Clark Conservation District

Cradled in the bend of the Columbia 
River, Clark County is a county of 
contradictions: tidy small farms, exploding 
development, scenic recreational areas - 
and polluted waters. Clark CD has worked 
tirelessly to improve water quality and 
now, through a new partnership, proposes 
to target resource concerns in a fresh 
way. The Poop Smart Clark RCPP is a 
Pollution Identification and Correction 
(PIC) program that utilizes expertise from 
local agencies and nonprofits to reduce 
sediment, nutrient, and bacteria runoff in 
Clark County. Through pollution source 
identification, targeted outreach, education, 
and implementation of on-the-ground 
practices, Poop Smart Clark connects 
landowners with the tools they need to 
correct pollution, drive social change and 
spur adoption of better management 
practices.

Palouse River 
Implementation Partnership 
WRIA 34
Lead Partner: Palouse Conservation District 

The Palouse River Watershed spans over 
five counties in Washington and Idaho and 
encompasses both fertile agriculture land 
and critical habitat for fish and wildlife. 
The goals of the Palouse River Watershed 
RCPP are to implement best management 
practices that address resource concerns 
associated with water quality, soil health, 
and at-risk wildlife habitat within the 
Palouse Watershed. The Palouse RCPP will 
continue to meet deliverables under the 
same scope of geographic area and natural 
resource concerns.

2020-21
2243 WRIA 1 Salmon 
Recovery and Water Quality
Lead Partner: Whatcom Conservation 
District

Salmon and Orca recovery is the most 
critical conservation challenge in the 
Pacific Northwest. ESA listed species are 
critical to the economy of the region and 
to the culture, subsistence, and economic 
wellbeing of Native American Tribes. The 
Nooksack River is the northern most river 
in the Puget Sound Basin of Washington 
State. The upper watershed is largely 
intact and some of the most productive 
farmland in the world is found in the lower 
watershed.
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2020 - 2021 (cont.)

2382 Nooksack Watershed Restoration
Lead Partner: Lummi Nation

The goal of the Nooksack Watershed Restoration Project 
is to address the natural resource concerns of inadequate 
aquatic habitat for fish and water quality degradation. 
The project will restore fluvial processes to improve ESA-
listed salmonid spawning, rearing and holding habitat while 
increasing low flow and thermal refugia. Project objectives 
focus on root causes of habitat degradation, namely the 
lack of large, stable log jams that maintain habitat-forming 
processes. The project addresses habitat limiting factors 
identified in the WRIA 1 Salmonid Recovery Plan (lack of 
key habitats, low habitat diversity, high water temperature, 
high channel instability, and elevated fine sediment). This 
project consists of five restoration projects split between 
two tribal partners - Lummi Natural Resources and Nooksack 
Natural Resources - working to recover two native chinook 
salmon populations essential to the recovery of ESA-listed 
Puget Sound chinook. Project objectives focus on the root 
causes of inadequate aquatic habitat for fish and water 
quality degradation, namely  the lack of large, stable log jams 
that maintain habitat-forming processes. We will install 92 
engineered logjams (ELJs), 55 feet of flood fencing, remove 
or lower 1,850 linear feet of riprap levee, and plant 38.05 
acres of riparian trees. 1. Increase key habitat quality and 
diversity by creating pools with engineered logjams 
(ELJs). 2. Increase length of secondary channels (near-
term) and side channels (longer-term). 3. Increase 
the availability of cold-water refuges (areas over 2C 
cooler than ambient). 4. Increase rearinghabitat by 
re-connecting, creating and/or enhancing wetland 
and/ or floodplain habitat. 5. Improve 
riparian forest conditions in and within 300 
feet of the Historic Migration Zone.

2344 Fuel Break & forest Resilience 
Partnership
Lead Partner: Cascadia Conservation District

The goal of this project is to improve and reduce risk to 
habitat in Eastern Washington’s Wenatchee Subbasin. The project 
will address priority resource concerns for the state including 
inadequate habitat for fish and wildlife, water quality degradation, 
and drought conditions. Through partner collaboration and 
implementing conservation practices in strategic locations, fish 
and wildlife habitat will become more resilient to wildfire, pest 
damage, drought and disease. Cascadia will be project lead 
and partner with NRCS, state, local, and regional partners, to 
use RCPP flexibilities and innovative measures to incentivize 
landowner participation andincrease environmental outcomes. 
The Wenatchee Valley is home to critical habitat for several 
endangered and sensitive species (ESA), as well as a thriving 
agricultural economy. Over 100 years of fire exclusion, past forest 
management, and development has resulted in an unhealthy forest 
landscape.

2326 Middle Columbia Steelhead 
Partnership
Lead Partner: Yakama Nation

This proposal addresses critical needs for integrated 
conservation and restoration of watersheds. The primary 

resource concerns are degradation of habitat, water quality 
and water quantity. This proposal will accelerate the 

recovery of Steelhead within the reservation and ceded 
lands of the Yakama Nation, including the Yakima, 

Klickitat, Rock and White Salmon River basins within 
the ESA designated Middle Columbia Steelhead 
ESU. These actions will also benefit multiple other 

aquatic and riparian species, including 
coho, chinook sockeye, Pacific lamprey, and 
important cultural plant species.
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