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TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP COSTS 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 

(Summary of Costs for the Transfer of Ownership 
to the Qualified Farmer or Rancher through an 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program – 
Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE) Buy-

Protect-Sell Transaction) 

Penalty for false statement or entities. 

Lead Eligible Entity (Participant) State 

ACEP-ALE Program Agreement Number Parcel Cost-Share Contract Number 

Buy-Protect-Sell 
Transaction Type 
(Select One) 

Pre-closing 
Transfer 

Post-Closing Transfer,  
Interim Landowner Scenario 

Post-Closing Transfer, 
Interim Easement Holder 
Scenario 

Cost Summary Statement Type 
(Select One) Estimate Final 

Estimate Cost Summary Statement (selected above) - Complete form as instructed and submit the supporting documents required for the estimated cost 
submission. 
1. The costs identified herein are the estimated amounts to be paid by the prospective qualified farmer or rancher purchaser of the Parcel.
2. Submit a copy of the purchase agreement or equivalent document that identifies the prospective qualified farmer or rancher purchaser of the Parcel, which is all of the

persons, legal entities, or Indian Tribes that will be identified on the evidence of ownership documents, and the anticipated ownership shares of each.
NOTE: NRCS determination that the prospective purchasers meet the qualified farmer or rancher requirements will be documented using Form NRCS-CPA-1267-BPS.

3. Submit a copy of the form of the deed that will be used to transfer ownership to the prospective qualified farmer or rancher purchaser (if different than previously
provided).

4. Submit a copy of the appraisal used to determine the agricultural value of the Parcel (if not using the original ACEP-ALE appraisal).
5. Submit evidence of purchase price paid for the Parcel by Lead Eligible Entity (e.g., settlement statement, recorded ownership deed, title insurance policy) (if not

previously provided).
6. This ‘Estimate’ Form NRCS-CPA-1269 must be signed by the prospective qualified farmer or rancher purchaser of the Parcel, Lead Eligible Entity, and NRCS.
Final Cost Summary Statement (selected above) - Complete form as instructed and submit the supporting documents required for the final cost submission. 
1. The costs identified herein are the final amounts paid by the qualified farmer or rancher for fee title ownership of the Parcel.
2. Submit a copy of the recorded evidence of fee title ownership of the Parcel by the qualified farmer or rancher.

NOTE: NRCS determination that the landowners meet the qualified farmer or rancher requirements will be documented using Form NRCS-CPA-1267-BPS.
3. Submit evidence of the final purchase price paid by the qualified farmer or rancher for the fee title ownership of the Parcel (e.g., settlement statement).
4. Submit for each holding and transaction cost item charged to the qualified farmer or rancher, copies of receipts/invoices and evidence of payment made by Lead Eligible

Entity for at least the amount identified in Section 2.
5. For a post-closing transfer: Submit a copy of the title insurance policy issued for the sale of the Parcel to the qualified farmer or rancher, and as requested by NRCS, any

associated title documents for the period between the initial agricultural land easement conveyance and the buy-protect-sell transaction completion.
6. This ‘Final’ Form NRCS-CPA-1269 must be signed by Lead Eligible Entity and NRCS.
7. Enter the following dates:

 

Recording date of instrument vesting ownership of the Parcel in Lead Eligible Entity:  ____________________ 

Recording date of instrument vesting ownership of the Parcel in the Qualified Farmer or Rancher: ____________________ 
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SECTION 1: PURCHASE PRICE OF THE PARCEL 

Cost Item Amount 

A. Agricultural Value of the Parcel
(Must be determined by State-certified general appraiser to USPAP/UASFLA standards and approved by NRCS) $ 

B. Original Purchase Price paid for the Parcel by Lead Eligible Entity $ 

C. Qualified Farmer or Rancher Purchase Price
(Must be the lesser of the Agricultural Value of the Parcel (item A) or the Original Purchase Price paid by the
Eligible Entity (item B))

$ 

SECTION 2: HOLDING AND TRANSACTION COSTS1/ CHARGED TO THE QUALIFIED FARMER OR RANCHER 
Amounts charged to the qualified farmer or rancher for holding and transaction costs: 
- Are limited to the Lead Eligible Entity’s actual costs for holding and transferring ownership of the Parcel to the qualified farmer or rancher and conveying an

agricultural land easement on the Parcel.
- Are limited to those incurred after the Lead Eligible Entity took ownership of the Parcel and paid to a third-party for the identified cost item.
- In total may not exceed 10 percent of the Agricultural Value of the Parcel (Section 1, item A).
- May only include the cost items as agreed to by all parties on Form NRCS-CPA-1265-BPS-Appendix.
- May not be included in the calculation of the non-Federal share provided for the agricultural land easement.

Holding and Transaction Cost Item Amount 

D. Mortgage interest paid for the Parcel $ 
E. Property taxes paid for the Parcel $ 
F. Property insurance paid for the Parcel $ 
G. Title insurance paid for the Parcel $ 
H. Appraisal to determine fair market value of the agricultural land easement $ 
I. Appraisal to determine agricultural value of the Parcel (if using an appraisal other than the original ACEP-ALE

appraisal) $ 

J. Boundary survey of the Parcel $ 
K. Closing and transaction costs for transfer of ownership of the Parcel to the qualified farmer or rancher $ 
L. Easement closing costs $ 
M. Phase-I environmental site assessment $ 
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N. Easement baseline documentation report $ 
O. Easement mineral assessment report $ 
P. Other cost items as agreed to on the NRCS-CPA-1265-BPS-Appendix (list below):  

 

P1.  $ 

P2. $ 

P3. $ 

P4. $ 

P5. $ 

Q. For Post-Closing Transfers Only:  

 

Q1. Costs for a holding company or other independent third-party legal entity to hold ownership of the Parcel 
for the period between agricultural land easement closing date and the date ownership of the Parcel is 
transferred the qualified farmer or rancher. 

$ 

Q2. Costs related to subsequent recording of documents used to identify Lead Eligible Entity as a holder of the 
agricultural land easement (e.g., transfer or assignment of agricultural land easement or amended agricultural 
land easement deed) once ownership of the Parcel is transferred to the qualified farmer or rancher. 

$ 

TOTAL (Cannot exceed 10 percent of item A in Section 1) $ 

 
SECTION 3.  CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE  
 
PROSPECTIVE QUALIFIED FARMER OR RANCHER PURCHASERS CERTIFICATION and ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  

I certify that the information provided above and the accompanying documentation attached is true, correct, and complete. I understand that the NRCS Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program does not require the qualified farmer or rancher landowner to donate or contribute funds for stewardship or acquisition of the agricultural 
land easement.  I acknowledge that all amounts I am charged for the fee ownership of the identified Parcel that will be subject to the agricultural land easement must be 
disclosed to NRCS. (attach additional signature pages as needed) 
Signature: Date: 

Signature: Date: 

Signature: Date: 
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LEAD ELIGIBLE ENTITY CERTIFICATION and ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  
Estimate Cost Summary Statement Certification: I certify that the information provided above and the accompanying documentation attached is true, correct, and 
complete.  I further certify that all amounts to be charged to the prospective qualified farmer or rancher for the transfer of the ownership of the Parcel have been disclosed as 
required in accordance with the terms of the ACEP-ALE Program Agreement and Parcel Contract identified above.   
Final Cost Summary Statement Certification: I certify that the information provided above and the accompanying documentation attached is true, correct, and complete.  I 
further certify that all amounts charged to the qualified farmer or rancher for the transfer of the ownership of the Parcel have been disclosed as required in accordance with the 
terms of the ACEP-ALE Program Agreement and Parcel Contract identified above.  
Signature of Lead Eligible Entity Authorized Representative: Date: 

 
NRCS CERTIFICATION 

Estimate Cost Summary Statement Certification: I certify that the appraisal used to determine the agricultural value of the Parcel has been reviewed and approved by 
NRCS. I further certify that the estimated amounts to be charged to the prospective qualified farmer or rancher for the purchase price of the Parcel and the holding and 
transaction costs items comply with the requirements and limitations set forth in the terms of the ACEP-ALE Program Agreement and Parcel Contract identified above.   
Final Cost Summary Statement Certification: I have reviewed the information provided and certify that amounts charged to the qualified farmer or rancher for the purchase 
price of the parcel and the holding and transactions costs comply with the requirements and limitations set forth in the terms of the ACEP-ALE Program Agreement and 
Parcel Contract identified above. 
NRCS Reviewing Official Signature Date 

 
PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 

The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (U.S.C. 522a). Furnishing this information is voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information 
will result in the withholding or withdrawal of such technical or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue Service, the Department of 
Justice, or other state or federal law enforcement agencies, or in response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal.  

This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act under 16 U.S.C. 3801 note and 16 U.S.C. 3846.  

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the 
responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English.  
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To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at 
any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit 
your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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