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USDA-NRCS
North Dakota

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide
 Revised - March 2019

 Total Acres: Date:

Planned by: Scenario:

No
No
No

Field Number Acres Rating Benefit / Detraction Rating 
Adjustment Field Rating

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

73.2 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE CROPLAND RATING 0.00

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

35 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE WETLAND HABITAT RATING 0.50

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE RANGELAND RATING 0.00

d. Slight hydrological manipulation does not change wetland 
class.  Wetland is occasionally cultivated, hayed or grazed with 
beef production as the primary resource concern

0.0

WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE WORKSHEET

rhs

1

4/1/22

Benchmark

Project Description

 0.0

Location / Legal 
Description:

1 0.273.2 0.2

949.8Walsh WRD
Walsh County SE 25 & NE 36 of 157-58; /sectuibs 31, S2 
32, SW33 of 157-57; NW 5 and N26 of 156-57

0.0

0

Producer Name:

Alternative 2, Preferred alt

 

Adjacent habitat element is under the operator's control and within 300' of the cropland. 
Adjacent habitat is 3 acres or 2% of the cropland acreage, whichever is greater.

Adjacent habitat element is 0.5 or greater on the WHEG.

CROPLAND ELIGIBILITY STATEMENTS

b. Crop residues maintained until spring inversion are between 10 
and 30 percent cover. 

Condition

CROPLAND

0.0

0.5

0.0

0.0

0.5

Notes

River is disconnected from the 
floodplain,removing hydrology from 
oxbow wetlands

RANGELAND

0.0

WETLAND HABITAT
35

1
FOTG - Section 1 - i -Reference Subjects - Biology
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USDA-NRCS
North Dakota

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide
 Revised - March 2019

 Total Acres: Date:

Planned by: Scenario:

No
No
No

Field Number Acres Rating Benefit / Detraction Rating 
Adjustment Field Rating

WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE WORKSHEET

rhs

4/1/22

Benchmark

Project Description

Location / Legal 
Description:

949.8Walsh WRD
Walsh County SE 25 & NE 36 of 157-58; /sectuibs 31, S2 
32, SW33 of 157-57; NW 5 and N26 of 156-57

Producer Name:

Alternative 2, Preferred altAdjacent habitat element is under the operator's control and within 300' of the cropland. 
Adjacent habitat is 3 acres or 2% of the cropland acreage, whichever is greater.

Adjacent habitat element is 0.5 or greater on the WHEG.

CROPLAND ELIGIBILITY STATEMENTS

Condition

CROPLAND
Notes

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

748 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE HERBACEOUS HABITAT RATING 0.40

0
0
0
0

3 ACRES WEIGHTED AVE STREAMS & STREAM SEGMENT RATING 0.50

0
0
0
0

80 ACRES WEIGHTED AVE LAKES, WATER IMPOUNDMENTS RATING 0.50

b1.  Decadent standing trees and dead, 
fallen trunks and branches litter the 
forest floor and provide habitat for 
wildlife. 

0.1

0
0
0

10 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE NATIVE WOODS RATING 0.70

0
0
0
0
0
0

0.6 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE WINDBREAK RATING 0.30

0.0

0.4

0.00

0.8 0.9

0.3

levees and straightened meanders 
have altered river function.

b.  3 row windbreak with 1 or 2 species. No livestock use.

c.  Mixed age hardwoods; moderate species diversity; shrubs, 
seedlings, saplings, & herbaceous plants occupy 25-50 percent of 

e.  Mixed age hardwoods; good species diversity; shrubs, 
seedlings, saplings, and herbaceous plants occupy more than 50 
percent of the forest floor; not grazed annually. 

c.  Greater than 75% of shoreline has existing vegetative buffer at 
least 33 ft. wide. 

b.  Less than 20% of channel/streambank has alterations --- (see 
the Stream worksheet for more information). 0.40.4

0.0

b.  Hay cut before July 1 OR Season long grazing initiated before 
June 1.

The Herbaceous habitat will be 
chem fallowed and reseeded to a 
diverse natve mix.  A suggested 

1 3

1 748

0.5

0.0

0.4

0.0

0.0

0.580

1 0.6 0.3

1

1 5

0.5

0.0

1 0.55

HERBACEOUS HABITAT

STREAMS AND STREAM SEGMENTS

LAKES, WATER IMPOUNDMENTS

NATIVE WOODS

WINDBREAKS

2
FOTG - Section 1 - i -Reference Subjects - Biology
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Date:

rhs Location:

Landuse Acres Rating

73.2 0.00

35 0.50

0

748 0.40

3 0.50

80 0.50

10 0.70

0.6 0.30

Total 949.8 Acres

Rating is less than 0.50, does not 
meet wildlife quality criteria.

Meets Quality Criteria

Meets Quality Criteria

Meets Quality Criteria

Rating is less than 0.50, does not 
meet wildlife quality criteria.Windbreaks

Native Woods

Lakes Ponds

Streams

Herbaceous 
Habitat

Walsh County SE 
25 & NE 36 of 157-

Rangeland

Wetland Habitat

Cropland

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide Summary

Meets Quality Criteria

Rating is less than 0.50, does not 
meet wildlife quality criteria.

Assessment

4/1/2022

BenchmarkScenario:

Walsh WRDOwner / Operator:
Planners 
Initials:



USDA-NRCS
North Dakota

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide
 Revised - March 2019

 Total Acres: Date:

Planned by: Scenario:

No
No
No

Field Number Acres Rating Benefit / Detraction Rating 
Adjustment Field Rating

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

73.2 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE CROPLAND RATING 0.00

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

35 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE WETLAND HABITAT RATING 0.43

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE RANGELAND RATING 0.00

a. Areas of hydric soils no longer meet wetland criteria due to 
manipulation.

0.0

WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE WORKSHEET

rhs

1

4/1/22
Planned 

Alternative
Project Description

 0.0

Location / Legal 
Description:

1 0.273.2 0.2

949.8Walsh County WRD
Walsh County: SE 25 & NE 36 of 157-58; Sections 31, S2 
32, SW33 of 157-57; NW 5 and N26 of 156-57

d. Slight hydrological manipulation does not change wetland 
class.  Wetland is occasionally cultivated, hayed or grazed with 
beef production as the primary resource concern

0.0

Producer Name:

Alt 2, Preferred Alt.  Project will have temporary impacts to wildlife habitat during 
construction.  Some hayland and wetlands with artificial hydrology will be lost - 
wetlands will be mitigated.

 

Adjacent habitat element is under the operator's control and within 300' of the cropland. 
Adjacent habitat is 3 acres or 2% of the cropland acreage, whichever is greater.

Adjacent habitat element is 0.5 or greater on the WHEG.

CROPLAND ELIGIBILITY STATEMENTS

b. Crop residues maintained until spring inversion are between 10 
and 30 percent cover. 

Condition

CROPLAND

0.0

0.1

0.5

0.0

0.1

0.5

Notes

Project does not effect cropland 
acres or cropland management

Approx 6 acres of wetlands with 
artificial hydrology will be lost and 
mitigated

RANGELAND

0.0

WETLAND HABITAT

1

6

29

1
FOTG - Section 1 - i -Reference Subjects - Biology
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USDA-NRCS
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Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide
 Revised - March 2019

 Total Acres: Date:

Planned by: Scenario:

No
No
No

Field Number Acres Rating Benefit / Detraction Rating 
Adjustment Field Rating

WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE WORKSHEET

rhs

4/1/22
Planned 

Alternative
Project Description

Location / Legal 
Description:

949.8Walsh County WRD
Walsh County: SE 25 & NE 36 of 157-58; Sections 31, S2 
32, SW33 of 157-57; NW 5 and N26 of 156-57

Producer Name:

Alt 2, Preferred Alt.  Project will have temporary impacts to wildlife habitat during 
construction.  Some hayland and wetlands with artificial hydrology will be lost - 
wetlands will be mitigated.

Adjacent habitat element is under the operator's control and within 300' of the cropland. 
Adjacent habitat is 3 acres or 2% of the cropland acreage, whichever is greater.

Adjacent habitat element is 0.5 or greater on the WHEG.

CROPLAND ELIGIBILITY STATEMENTS

Condition

CROPLAND
Notes

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

748 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE HERBACEOUS HABITAT RATING 0.40

0
0
0
0

3 ACRES WEIGHTED AVE STREAMS & STREAM SEGMENT RATING 0.50

0
0
0
0

80 ACRES WEIGHTED AVE LAKES, WATER IMPOUNDMENTS RATING 0.50

0
0
0
0

10 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE NATIVE WOODS RATING 0.65

0
0
0
0
0
0

0.6 ACRES WEIGHTED AVERAGE WINDBREAK RATING 0.30

0.4

0.2

0.4

0.00

0.8 0.8

0.3

Tempoary impacts to lake levels 
during construction

b.  3 row windbreak with 1 or 2 species. No livestock use.

c.  Mixed age hardwoods; moderate species diversity; shrubs, 
seedlings, saplings, & herbaceous plants occupy 25-50 percent of 

e.  Mixed age hardwoods; good species diversity; shrubs, 
seedlings, saplings, and herbaceous plants occupy more than 50 

c.  Greater than 75% of shoreline has existing vegetative buffer at 
least 33 ft. wide. 

b.  Less than 20% of channel/streambank has alterations --- (see 
the Stream worksheet for more information). 0.40.4

0.0

b.  Hay cut before July 1 OR Season long grazing initiated before 
June 1.

a.  Hay cut twice or more per year OR Season long grazing 
initiated before May 1.

Approx 1 acre of previously hayed 
area will be impacted by articulated 
concrete block.

1 3

1 1

1

0.5

0.0

0.2

0.0

0.0

0.580

1 0.6 0.3

1

1 5

0.5

0.0

1 0.55

HERBACEOUS HABITAT

STREAMS AND STREAM SEGMENTS

LAKES, WATER IMPOUNDMENTS

NATIVE WOODS

WINDBREAKS

747

2
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Date:

rhs Location:

Landuse Acres Rating

73.2 0.00

35 0.43

0

748 0.40

3 0.50

80 0.50

10 0.65

0.6 0.30

Total 949.8 Acres

Walsh County: SE 
25 & NE 36 of 157-

Rangeland

Wetland Habitat

Cropland

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide Summary

Rating is less than 0.50, does not 
meet wildlife quality criteria.

Rating is less than 0.50, does not 
meet wildlife quality criteria.

Assessment

4/1/2022

Planned AlternativeScenario:

Walsh County WRDOwner / Operator:
Planners 
Initials:

Windbreaks

Native Woods

Lakes Ponds

Streams

Herbaceous 
Habitat

Rating is less than 0.50, does not 
meet wildlife quality criteria.

Meets Quality Criteria

Meets Quality Criteria

Meets Quality Criteria

Rating is less than 0.50, does not 
meet wildlife quality criteria.



USDA-NRCS
North Dakota Threatened and Endangered Species Practice Management Worksheet 1/12/21

Landowner/Client: City: State: ND Date: 3/20/22

Address: Zip Code: 58237 CMU/Fields:

County: Area of: Section: Township: Range: Plan / ID Number (as applicable):

5 156 57

Project Description:

Whooping 
Crane

Northern 
Long-Eared 

Bat 4(d)

USFWS Status  ==>
Endangered Threatened

 Designated Critical Habitat NO NO
402 NLAA CICP NLAA, B
500 NLAA CICP NLAA CICP 4(d)
342 NLAA CICP NE2

Operator Signature Date Landowner Signature (if applicable) Date

NRCS Planner Signature Date Landowner Signature (if applicable) Date

NLEB 4(d) Streamline Consultation Form Printed & Complete:

Critical Area Planting

Grafton

Refer to the list of species which CICP's are required for plan/contract implementation.  If the CICP's cannot be followed completely, then NRCS assistance must cease until an NRCS biologist can complete any 
needed formal consultation for T & E species with the US Fish & Wildlife Service.  

Species

I understand that the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has performed a programmatic informal consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  By implementing the conservation practices 
in accordance with, and in strict adherence to, the Conditions for Implementing Conservation Practices (CICP's) as outlined below for each practice in my plan/contract, implementation of my plan/contract is 
Not Likely to Adversely Affect the federal listed species of concern.  

Select Practices

Walsh WRD

Dam
Obstruction Removal

Species and Practices Effects Table Summary

Walsh

Bylin Dam Rehabilitation

Legal Desc. (as applicable):

3/20/2022Rita H. Sveen

Page 1 of 3



USDA-NRCS
North Dakota Threatened and Endangered Species Practice Management Worksheet 1/12/21

North Dakota
Federal Threatened and/or Endangered Species

Practice may occur in suitable habitat but will have no effect on the listed species.
Practice is never applied on land suitable for the listed species and has no effect on the species or suitable habitat.
No Effect
Benefit species and/or habitat

The CICPs shall be implemented once the ND Matrix process identifies the need to do so.  If it is believed that the CICPs can not be followed then contact the ND State Biologist or State Resource Conservationist.  
Refer to the application matrix for implementation of conservation practices approved for use in ND.  The matrix identifies the effect the practice will have on the listed species and their critical habitat, such as:

For Conservation Practices with predicted NLAA effects, there is an associated list of CICPs required to be followed to meet the NLAA level of impact.  Participant(s) commit to follow CICPs by signing an agreement 
and placing their initials and date by each of the identified species CIPC's on this document prior to implementing the conservation practice.  Doing so, ensures effects to Threatened and/or Endangered species will 
be considered “NLAA" for the species, and further consultation will not be required.  If the landowner chooses not to sign or initial the agreement with the CICP parameters, he/she will be suspended from the 
planning process until they have received an approved consultation from the USFWS, likely requiring the participant to hire a third party to assist with the consultation.  Following is a list of the CICPs utilized with 
the conservation practice matrix to limit impacts. 

May affect-Not Likely to Adversely Affect-Conditions to Implement Conservation Practices - within the White-nose Syndrome Zone requiring application of NLEB 4(d) rules.

May affect-Not Likely to Adversely Affect-Conditions to Implement Conservation Practices
May affect-Not Likely to Adversely Affect

Conditions for Implementing Conservation Practices (CICPs)

B
NE

NE1
NE2

MA
NLAA

NLAA-CICP

NLAA-CICP 4(d)

May affect (Site specific consultation needed)

Page 2 of 3



USDA-NRCS
North Dakota Threatened and Endangered Species Practice Management Worksheet 1/12/21

Threatened and/or Endangered Species
Producer's Initials & Date Species Conditions for Implementing Conservation Practices (CICPs)

Whooping Crane

1. Occasional and/or transient whooping cranes may visit the project site or vicinity. Whooping cranes migrate during the day and make regular stops to 
rest and feed.  If any whooping cranes visit the site or within one-half mile radius of the site, then the participant, Technical Service Provider, and/or the 
contractor must stop work immediately and contact the local NRCS office.  Once work is stopped, leave the site and do not return to complete the work 
until after the cranes leave.  The cranes should only stay for a day or two.  Any further construction/practice implementation without clearance could 
jeopardize assistance (cost-share/technical) and may be a violation of federal law.  

Northern Long-Eared Bat 
4(d)

Complete the NLEB(4d) Consult Form and submit for review and approval.

Page 3 of 3



If your county is within the WNS Zone:
1. Will be answered NO
2.

3. Will be answered NO.  There are no known hibernaculum in ND.
4. Will be answered NO.  There are no known hibernaculum in ND.
5. Will be answered NO.  There are no known hibernaculum in ND.
6.

Answer NO if trees are to be removed outside the June 1 to July 31 dates.

1.

2.

3. Could the project disturb hibernating NLEBs in a known hibernaculum? 

4.

5.

6.

NO

YES / NO

NO

YES

NO

NO

Northern Long-Eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consultation Form

Federal agencies should use this form for the optional streamlined consultation framework for the northern long-
eared bat (NLEB). This framework allows federal agencies to rely upon the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS) January 5, 2016, intra-Service Programmatic Biological Opinion (BO) on the final 4(d) rule for the 
NLEB for section 7(a)(2) compliance by: (1) notifying the USFWS that an action agency will use the streamlined 
framework; (2) describing the project with sufficient detail to support the required determination; and (3) enabling 
the USFWS to track effects and determine if re-initiation of consultation is required per 50 CFR 402.16. 

This form is not necessary if an agency determines that a proposed action will have no effect to the NLEB or if the 
USFWS has concurred in writing with an agency's determination that a proposed action may affect but is not likely 
to adversely affect the NLEB (i.e., the standard informal consultation process). Actions that may cause prohibited 
incidental take require separate formal consultation. Providing this information does not address section 7(a)(2) 
compliance for any other listed species.
ND NRCS: All of ND is in the WNZ, this form applies statewide.

Does the project remove any trees within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum 
at any time of year?
Would the project cut or destroy known occupied maternity roost trees, or any 
other trees within a 150-foot radius from the maternity roost tree from June 1 
through July 31.  

Information to Determine NLEB 4(d) Rule Compliance:

You are eligible to use this form if you have answered Yes to question #1 or Yes to question #2 and No to 
questions 3, 4, 5 and 6. The remainder of the form will be used by the USFWS to track our assumptions in the BO.

Will be answered YES.  There are no known hibernacula in ND.  There are no known maternity 
roost trees identified in ND

Will be answered YES if any tree is to be removed between June 1 and July 31.  

Have you contacted the appropriate agency to determine if your project is near 
known hibernacula or maternity roost trees?2  NLEB website.

Does the project occur wholly outside of the WNS Zone?1

Could the project alter the entrance or interior environment of a known 
hibernaculum? 

NO

Page 1



ND NRCS - NLEB 4(d) Consult Form" worksheet Instructions: 
When question 2 is YES and questions 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are answered NO, the T & E workbook will assign NLAA 
CICP 4(d) for practices that have the potential to impact NLEB habitat, STOP HERE. 
If question 6 is answered YES, fill out page 2 of the NLEB 4(d) Consult Form, the T & E workbook will assign 
MA for practices that may affect NLEB habitat and submit completed to the State Biologist.  The project 
information will then be forwarded to the USFWS for incidental take consultation.  The USFWS has 30 days to 
approve or disapprove the proposed activity.  
NEPA compliance is NOT assured until the consultation is complete.

Page 2



Project Name:
Applicant3:

Agency: Email:
Phone:

Does the project install new wind turbines? (if yes, report capacity in MW below)

Agency Determination: 

Signature: Date Submitted: 

Does the project occur within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum?

If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 315

If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 316

Does the project occur within 150 feet of a known maternity roost tree?
NO
NO

ND NRCS:  Page 2 is reserved for projects with question 6 from page 1 answered YES.

Estimated wind capacity (MW) 0
NO

Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31

If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31

6/ If the activity includes tree clearing in June and July, also include those acreage in April to October.
5/ If the project removes less than 10 trees and the acreage is unknown, report the acreage as less than 0.1 acre.

If the USFWS does not respond within 30 days from submittal of this form, the action agency may presume that its 
determination is informed by the best available information and that its project responsibilities under 7(a)(2) with 
respect to the NLEB are fulfilled through the USFWS January 5, 2016, Programmatic BO. The action agency will 
update this determination annually for multi-year activities.

The action agency understands that the USFWS presumes that all activities are implemented as described herein. 
The action agency will promptly report any departures from the described activities to the appropriate USFWS 
Field Office. The action agency will provide the appropriate USFWS Field Office with the results of any surveys 
conducted for the NLEB. Involved parties will promptly notify the appropriate USFWS Field Office upon finding 
a dead, injured, or sick NLEB.

By signing this form, the action agency determines that this project may affect the NLEB, but that any resulting 
incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited by the final 4(d) rule.  

1/ http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/pdf/WNSZone.pdf
2/ See http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nhisites.html
3/ If applicable - only needed for federal actions with applicants (e.g., for a permit, etc.) who are party to the consultation.
4/ Any activity that temporarily or permanently removes suitable forested habitat, including, but not limited to, tree removal from 
development, energy production and transmission, mining, agriculture, etc. (see page 48 of the BO).

General Project Information YES / NO

0

Estimated total acres of forest conversion

Does the project include prescribed fire? (if yes, report acreage below)

NO

Does the project include forest conversion?4 (if yes, report acreage below)

0
If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31

Does the project include timber harvest? (if yes, report acreage below)
Estimated total acres of timber harvest

If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
0

USDA - NRCS
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