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North Dakota State Wildlife Action Plan

■ Serve as a blueprint for 
conserving our state’s fish and 
wildlife and preventing 
endangered species.

■ Three key goals:

– Keep common species 
common

– Prevent further listings 
under the Endangered 
Species Act

– Preserve the state’s fish 
and wildlife resources for 
the foreseeable future



Species of 
Conservation Priority

■ Rare, declining, or at-risk species

■ 115 species

– 47 birds

– 2 amphibians

– 9 reptiles

– 21 mammals

– 22 fish

– 10 mussels

– 4 insects

■ Monarch, Regal Fritillary, 
Dakota Skipper, 
Poweshiek Skipperling



Endangered Species 
■ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

is the principal federal entity for 
administering the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA)

■ 12 species currently listed as 
threatened or endangered in 
North Dakota

■ 11 petitions/species that 
include ND are under review

■ Anticipate more petitions and 
listings 0
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ESA Petitioned Species 
& Species Under Review

■ Sturgeon Chub

■ Sicklefin Chub

■ Western Bumble Bee

■ Monarch Butterfly

■ Regal Fritillary

■ Eastern Spotted Skunk?

■ Prairie Gray Fox?

■ Little Brown Bat

■ Golden-winged Warbler?

■ Suckley’s Bumble Bee



• Western Meadowlark
• 1966-2015 trend: -1.25

• The State Bird is now rare in 

eastern 1/3 of the state.

• Baird’s Sparrow

• 1966-2015 trend: -3.59

• Chestnut-collared Longspur
• 1966-2015 trend: -4.24

• Lark Bunting

• 1966-2015 trend: -8.03

Grassland Birds



Grassland Birds
• Western Meadowlark

• 1966-2015 trend: -1.25

• The State Bird is now rare in 

eastern 1/3 of the state.

• Baird’s Sparrow

• 1966-2015 trend: -3.59

• Chestnut-collared Longspur
• 1966-2015 trend: -4.24

• Lark Bunting

• 1966-2015 trend: -8.03





UNBROKEN GRASSLANDS:
NATIVE PRAIRIE

Support 48 Species of Conservation Priority



State of the State

200 years ago Today



Many Factors Contribute to 
Grassland Loss

Grassland Conversion

Urbanization

Wind 

Development

Energy 

DevelopmentIdle Grassland and 

Invasive Species



Reactive

“Our analysis indicates that 84% of the species listed

under the (Endangered Species) Act are conservation

reliant. These species will require continuing, long-

term management investments.”

Scott et al., 2010

Proactive



Meadowlark Inititative Vision 

■ We believe the quality of life of our state’s citizens and rural 

communities includes vibrant and profitable working lands; 

healthy, diverse populations of bird, pollinators, and other 

wildlife; and clean rivers and wetlands to support aquifers, 

animals, and humans. Therefore, we are seeking to create 

healthy, thriving grasslands which will continue to provide 

biodiversity and prosperity for our wildlife, pollinators, 

ranching operations, and rural communities.



Element 1.

Revitalize, reconnect, and sustain existing working 
grasslands & ranches.

THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

RECOVERING GRASSLANDS IN NORTH DAKOTA



Element 2.

Reinvent a statewide grassland reconstruction 
program.

THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

RECOVERING GRASSLANDS IN NORTH DAKOTA



Element 3.

Offset impacts to grassland habitat function and value 
as development advances.

THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

RECOVERING GRASSLANDS IN NORTH DAKOTA



Element 4.

Meadowlarks for human well-being...

healthy grasslands=vibrant communities

THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

RECOVERING GRASSLANDS IN NORTH DAKOTA



Element 5.

Advance awareness and understanding of the 
ecosystem services grasslands provide. 

THE MEADOWLARK INITIATIVE

RECOVERING GRASSLANDS IN NORTH DAKOTA



USDA RCPP – An 
Opportunity

• Promotes coordination of 
conservation activities with 
partners, producers, and 
landowners

• Pools partner resources

• Offers value-added 
contributions to expand 
capabilities

• Addresses  regional natural 
resource concerns

• Provides measurable 
improvements and outcomes



Native 
Grassland 
RCPP Goals

We’ve proposed the following five 

goals to stepdown this main goal:

■ Maintain, improve, and increase 

wildlife habitat

■ Buffer, complement, and connect 

existing native grasslands. 

■ Sustain and recover rare and 

declining species identified in the 

North Dakota State Wildlife Action 

Plan

■ Support the sustainability of new 

and existing livestock ranches

■ Improve water quality and soil 

health

The overarching goal of the 

initiative is: to revitalize, 

reconnect, and sustain 

existing working grasslands 

and ranches for the 

recovery of rare and 

declining grassland 

species.



Native Grassland RCPP 
Objectives

■ RE-CREATE XX acres of cropland to diverse permanent native 

vegetation 

■ REVITALIZE & ENHANCE XX acres of existing and 

reconstructed native grasslands)

■ PROTECT XX acres of existing and reconstructed native 

grassland (rentals/easements)

■ RESTORE XX wetlands within reconstructed grassland 

complexes



Targeting



Next Steps

■ Goals/Outcomes survey

■ Stakeholders meetings

■ Science, monitoring, & evaluation meeting

■ RCPP proposal deadline – Nov. 4th



Questions?????


