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communities that have historically been underserved or subject to discrimination in Fed-
eral policies and programs.

You will find an article in this newsletter highlighting the art of Derek No-Sun Brown, 
from the Shoshone Bannock, Klamath and Anishinabe people. His talent and ancestry 
shine in this year’s poster that celebrates “The Three Sisters of Indigenous American 
Agriculture.”

I look forward to continuing to build on our partnerships in order to better serve all of 
Montana’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners.

In that spirit, I also want to draw your attention to the Conservation Innovation Grant 
opportunity that will be coming soon. This would be a great way for Tribal organizations 
to come together to find innovative solutions to local conservation needs. These pilot 
projects, field demonstrations, and on-farm research trials can help to improve or develop 
NRCS conservation practices that work best in your community. I encourage you to 
speak with your local NRCS office or Tribal conservationist for more information.

As the seasons change and we are coming up on the holidays, I want to say how much I 
appreciate the chance to work with you, Tribal leadership across Montana, and the many 
partners that are all working together for healthy, sustainable lands and communities. My 
very best wishes to you and your families for a happy and safe holiday season and New 
Year.

Take care, 
Tom Watson, NRCS State Conservationist in Montana

A Note from the State Conservationist
Hello, partners in conservation,

Montana is richer for the tribal people and cultures 
indigenous to this region and others that make their 
homes here. During November, American Indian and 
Alaska Native Heritage Month, I take time to think 
back on the work we have done with the indigenous 
farmers and ranchers across this state. You and the tra-
ditional knowledge you bring to this work are crucial 
to the management of our abundant natural resources. 
At this time, NRCS rededicates our commitment to 
equitably serve all our customers, including those 
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Save the Date: 
Montana’s State Conservationist Tom Watson to announce a State Conservation 
Innovation Grant (CIG) competition for producers soon after the start of the new year.
What is CIG? 
CIG stands for Conservation Innovation 
Grants. This is a competitive grant-
based option for NRCS assistance that is 
focused on supporting the development 
and adoption of new, innovative conser-
vation practices and technologies that 
help to further the growth of sustainable 
agricultural production. The goal of CIG 
is to inspire creative problem-solving to 
address resource challenges and support 
the development of new agricultural 
methods and technologies, so that their 
success and innovation can be shared 
in government technical manuals and 
guides, with other agricultural producers, 
and private sector agricultural opera-
tions. 

What kind of projects does CIG 
fund?
National CIG Classic generally funds 
pilot projects, field demonstrations, 
and on-farm conservation research. 
In other words, the funding is meant 
for investigative projects conducted to 
answer a specific applied conservation 
question or solve a need using a statis-
tically valid design while employing 
farm-scale equipment on farms, ranches 
or private forest lands. With its focus on 
innovation, CIG does not fund projects 
supporting technologies and approaches 
commonly used in the geographic area 
covered by the application, includ-
ing those already eligible for funding 
through EQIP.

National CIG On Farm Trials is a 
national competition for funding projects 
that support more widespread adoption 
and evaluation of innovative conserva-
tion approaches in partnership with 
agricultural producers. On-Farm Trials 
awardees provide technical assistance 
and incentive payments to producers 
to help compensate for risks associated 

with implementation of new conserva-
tion practices, systems and approaches. 
Awardees also evaluate the environmen-
tal, financial and social (to the extent 
possible) impacts of implementing inno-
vative approaches. The soil health demo 
trial is a priority within the on-farm trials 
competition which focuses exclusively 
on implementation of conservation 
practices and systems that improve soil 
health.

Montana State CIG Classic com-
petitions are for projects that support 
early-stage development and piloting of 
new tools, practices and technologies to 
further natural resource conservation on 
private lands. While the overall goal and 
approach match those of CIG Classic, 
CIG state competitions fund projects that 
target state-identified annual conserva-
tion priorities. Last year, Montana’s 
funding priorities were projects sup-
porting Community Agriculture, Range 
Health, Water Quality and Quantity, 
Irrigation Technology and Soil Health.

Who is eligible to apply?
All U.S.-based non-Federal entities 
(NFE) and individuals are eligible to 
apply for projects carried out in Mon-
tana. This includes federally recognized 
Native American tribal governments, 
other Native American tribal organiza-
tions, Nonprofits (other than institutions 
of higher education), private businesses, 
universities, and individuals. For a full 
list of eligible parties, visit https://cig.
sc.egov.usda.gov/.

Why is it worth it to apply for CIG 
project?
Not only does CIG help get new ideas 
and agricultural research projects off the 
ground, but it also has specific benefits 
for projects that serve or support Histori-
cally Underserved producers such as 

members of Tribal communities. These 
benefits include separate CIG funds only 
available to HU applicants, reduced or 
waived funding match requirements to 
HU applicants that qualify, and priority 
ranking and consideration of HU applica-
tions in the application review process.  

As a reminder, the CIG Classic eligibility 
requirements for historically underserved set-
aside funding are that applicants must be:
1. Historically underserved producers; 
2. Community-based organizations comprised 

of, representing, or exclusively working with 
historically underserved producers on a 
CIG project; 

3. Entities proposing projects that specifi-
cally target unique needs and limitations 
of historically underserved producers and 
for which the benefits of the project flow 
entirely to historically underserved produc-
ers; or, 

4. An 1890 or 1994 land grant institution (7 
U.S.C. 3222 et seq.), or other minority-
serving institution, such a Tribally controlled 
college or university (25 U.S.C. 1801).

Interested in learning more & 
applying?
If you have an innovative conservation 
idea that you or your local organization 
would like to develop, we encourage you 
to contact your local NRCS field office or 
Tribal Conservationist for more informa-
tion on applying for CIG and require-
ments for the program. We also encourage 
you to engage with local entities such as 
research institutions, colleges and Tribal 
or state governments that may be able to 
assist in bringing resources to the table to 
support your CIG project idea. 

For examples of past CIG funded projects 
that target the needs of Historically 
Underserved producers, visit https://cig.
sc.egov.usda.gov/cig-success-stories.

https://cig.sc.egov.usda.gov/
https://cig.sc.egov.usda.gov/
https://cig.sc.egov.usda.gov/cig-success-stories
https://cig.sc.egov.usda.gov/cig-success-stories
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NRCS Honors American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month 
with  “Three Sisters” by Derek No-Sun Brown
The USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), 
in honor of American Indian and 
Alaska Native Heritage Month, 
has dedicated a poster with art 
from Derek No-Sun Brown, 
entitled “Three Sisters.” 

American Indian and Alaska 
Native Heritage Month is 
observed from November 1 
through November 30. During 
this time, NRCS celebrates and 
recognizes intertribal cultures 
and takes the opportunity to 
educate the public about the 
heritage, history, art, and 
traditions of American Indians 
and Alaska Natives. Further-
more, we respect and honor 
tribal sovereignty by working 
on a government-to-government 
basis with Tribal Nations to pro-
tect and enhance tribal natural 
resources. 

This year’s artwork theme is 
“The Three Sisters of Indig-
enous American Agriculture.” 

“This piece is a visual representation of the three sister plants 
corn, beans, and squash. In the painting, the sacred foods are 
represented as young women all working together sharing in 

their harvest. The first figure is the corn sister standing tall and 
strong holding an ear of Indian corn in her right hand. In the 

middle is the bean sister wrapping her vines gently around her 
sister. The bean sister is shown holding the basket of harvest 

because she is the middle and integral piece to the family. At the 
far end is the strong and resilient squash sister, who is holding a 

small pumpkin in her hands. Together they are the three sisters 
who not only nourish but protect the people,” said No-Sun when 

describing “Three Sisters.”

For more information about American Indian 
and Alaska Native Heritage Month, please visit 
nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov. 
To request a poster, contact your local NRCS field office or 
email mt-nrcs-publications@usda.gov. For more information 
about NRCS, please visit nrcs.usda.gov/montana.

American Indian/Alaska Na�ve Her�age M	�

“Three Sisters" 
�iginal by Derek No-Sun Brown 

18" x 24" oil 	 canvas 
10/11/22

This piece is a visual representation of the three sister plants; corn, beans, and squash. In the painting the 
sacred foods are represented as young women all working together sharing in their harvest. The first figure 
is the corn sister standing tall and strong holding an ear of Indian corn in her right hand. In the middle is the 
bean sister wrapping her vines gently around her sister. The bean sister is shown holding the basket of 
harvest because she is the middle and integral piece to the family. At the far end is the strong and resilient 
squash sister who is holding a small pumpkin in her hands. Together they are the three sisters who not only 
nourish but protect the people. This piece is also based around an American masterwork by Charles 
Courtney Curran (American, 1861-1942). On the Heights, 1909. Oil on canvas.

2022

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Derek No-Sun Brown is an 
entrepreneur and artist who is 
blessed to be carrying on ances-
try from the Shoshone Ban-
nock, Klamath and Anishinabe 
people. Born in 1986, He was 
raised with a strong traditional 
foundation and continues to 
maintain indigenous ways of 
prayer and philosophy that is 
evident through his art. No-
Sun grew up on the Fort Hall 
Indian Reservation in Idaho and 
the Boise Forte Reservation in 
northern Minnesota. Traveling 
back and forth to his maternal 
and paternal homelands is how 
the young artist began to expand 
his mind and see things from an 
alternative perspective.

No-Sun attended Idaho State 
University but received his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in 2013 
from the Institute of American 
Indian Arts in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. No-Sun has also com-
bined his love for art, painting, 

sculpture, apparel and entrepreneurship into a business called 
War Medicine that has been going strong since the official 
opening date in May 2013. His talent expanded into the public 
art world as of 2021 with the completion of two large scale 
building murals in Portland, and the last one in Gladstone 
Oregon. Recently, a stainless-steel sculpture series called 
“Water-Fall Salmon & Woven Dreams” was installed in Keizer, 
Oregon, in September 2022. 

https://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov
mailto:mt-nrcs-publications@usda.gov
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/montana
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“I’m more of a nature guy,” Jimmy 
Robinson explains as he walks across 
his ranch near the banks of the Tongue 
River. The silhouettes of mountains line 
the horizon here on this patch of land 
that runs in his family. Today, Robinson 
is having to adapt in order to find ways 
to continue sustainable operations here.

“I’m a rancher, always have been. My 
grandparents and parents grew up as 
ranchers. I went into farming because 
hay was so hard to get, and we ran into 
droughts, and it got so far and wide and 
expensive.”

Many producers in Montana and around 
the northern Great Plains will find this 
struggle familiar. Widespread, intense, 
and persistent drought along with rising 
prices mean that Robinson is far from 
alone in having to change his operations.

“With this drought that came on,” 
Robinson says before his voice trails off 
momentarily. “In my years, I’ve never 
seen a wider spread of weeds.”

Robinson knew several things he 
wanted to do to improve his property’s 
infrastructure, soil health, and grazing 
practices. He knew where he needed 
additional stock tanks, cross-fencing, 
and irrigation infrastructure. While these 
represent a significant investment that 
would necessitate careful planning and 
assistance for any farmer or rancher, 
Robinson faced additional hurdles.

How he overcame them shows just 
what’s possible here on the Tongue 
River, and across the country.

An Isolated Place
Robinson’s ranch and farmland sits 
on the far eastern end of the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation. Like many tribal 
reservations, its geographic isolation has 
led to commercial isolation.

How One Ranch on Tribal Land is Adapting for the Present and the Future

Evan Van Order, Tribal Conservation-
ist with the local office of the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), explains that some major chal-
lenges historically underserved produc-
ers like Robinson encounter include, 
“distance to market and distance to 
resources available, like materials and 
contractors to be able to install some of 
the infrastructure of these conservation 
practices.” 

“Especially right now, it seems like it’s 
real hard to get a well driller and contrac-
tors out for stock water systems.”

When Robinson realized that he needed 
help to be able to successfully improve 
upon his land, he reached out to Van 
Order and the NRCS. Since 2019, 

Jimmy Robinson, left, worked with Evan Van Order, NRCS tribal conservationist, to 
develop a conservation plan and apply for financial assistance to help install a center 
pivot irrigation, pump, and pipeline system.

[Continued on page 5]

they’ve built a relationship that has en-
abled Robinson to get the technical and 
financial assistance he needs and has left 
Van Order impressed with the producer’s 
passion.

“What I really observed and have 
appreciated is that Jimmy is really 
driven to make improvements to his 
operation,”Van Order says. “We’ve done 
some good conservation projects here, 
and I’m excited to see the rest of his plan 
unfold as the rest of these practices are 
implemented.”

Finding Help
By working with Van Order, Robinson 
was able to find solutions when doors 
were seemingly closed to him. 
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For example, typical NRCS requirements 
state that for a producer to be eligible for 
irrigation improvements, they need to 
have used existing irrigation systems on 
the property for at least two of the most 
recent five years. That reads as though it 
would pose a problem, given the infra-
structure situation on the reservation.

“There’s a lot of these fields within the 
reservation boundaries that had histori-
cally been irrigated, but the infrastruc-
ture has either not been maintained or 
has disappeared in some way because of 
the movement of the river,” Van Order 
explains. “So. there’s been opportuni-
ties for some of this historically irrigated 
ground to be improved.”

Robinson’s land had not been irrigated 
within the five-year limit, but Van Order 
was able to show the NRCS that the land 
had been irrigated in the past and still 
had existing infrastructure. Robinson 
was given an Irrigation History Waiver, 

which allowed him access to support 
from the NRCS to bring water to his 
parched land.

Through the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) from NRCS, 
Robinson installed the pivot, pump, and 
pipeline in 2021. The program helped 
provide him valuable financial assis-
tance, but NRCS help also encompasses 
technical guidance, helping Robinson 
determine the best system for his prop-
erty and how to run that system. They 
continue to work with him to determine 
and implement the best irrigation water 
management practices for his land. 

Robinson’s alfalfa crop is watered by 
the center-pivot, which is in turn fed by 
a pump reaching into the Tongue River. 
Robinson can control the pivot and pump 
all from his smart phone, so he can re-
spond to his crop’s needs without being 
in the field.

When Robinson first started producing 
his own hay, he crucially took up another 
water- and soil-saving measure: plant-
ing a cover crop. This helps him reduce 

A Better Place
[Continued from page 4]

Robinson needed a pump with enough flexibility to be efficient along 
the Tongue River. Some of those requirements were the ability to move it 
away from the banks in the winter and for maintenance and to keep the 
intake out of the river during high water when there is a lot of debris in 
the water.

Using an app, Robinson is able to get information from 
his pivot system and control its operation.

moisture loss and control the nutrient 
exchange in the soil in order to ensure 
the soil is a healthy setting for his bread-
and-butter crops while helping suppress 
weeds.

Changes for the Future
“This here is the pump that does pump 
the water into the pivot,” says Robinson, 
standing next to a large black unit with 
a steel arm extending over the Tongue 
River. “NRCS has helped me with the 
pivot project here and, without this, I 
don’t think I could have continued in 
operation with my cows.”

Robinson has planted alfalfa so that he 
won’t have to buy hay, which gives him 
several benefits, in terms of agriculture 
and history.

“I chose alfalfa because it was something 
that my family has always grown,” says 
Robinson. He also values its high protein 
content and the fact that it’s a perennial. 
“It grows faster than the grass will. For 
grass, you’ll only get maybe two cut-
tings, where alfalfa, you’ll get your third 

[Continued on page 6]



The NRCS field office also helped Robinson to identify weeds in his grazinglands.

cutting. You could get a fourth cutting, 
but nature has to be very good to you.”

Robinson’s changes go beyond a single 
alfalfa field. Most of his cattle forage on 
his expansive rangeland, implementing 
rotational grazing to reduce the stress on 
the existing forage. This helps conserve 
resources and combat the spread of 
noxious weeds. A stronger ratio of forage 
to weeds means—among other things—
that water is being used more efficiently, 
since it isn’t being siphoned by invasive 
plants.

When your livelihood exists at the mercy 
of mother nature, you pay close atten-
tion to what’s going on in your climate 
and environment. That’s another key 
reason Robinson is making changes to 
his operation.

“A challenge in these parts here is wa-
ter,” Robinson says. “There’s not enough 
water as in streams or reservoirs. Reser-
voirs are a thing of the past. There’s not 
enough runoff anymore.”

Robinson says ranchers need to re-
spond by focusing on the health of their 
pastures. Van Order is working with 
Robinson to identify noxious weeds that 
are infiltrating his pastures and finding 
targeted ways to eradicate them.

“Our grazing needs to be better prac-
tices,” Robinson says. “If you overgraze, 
you bring up more weeds. You defeat the 
grass. That is probably one of the biggest 
challenges.”

Robinson will continue to work with 
NRCS into the future to ensure irriga-
tion water efficiency and to diagnose his 
land’s needs and find tools to address 
them. They plan to install soil moisture 
sensors to gauge water application effi-
ciency and retrofit an existing stockwater 

A Better Place
[Continued from page 5]
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tank to use a solar-powered pump rather 
than a windmill. All this will happen 
concurrently with improvements to the 
rotational grazing infrastructure. 

“With our challenging world right now, 
with our weather and weeds and the way 
our weather is going, NRCS is a very 
helpful tool,” Robinson says. “It could 
take us to a better level.”

As Robinson demonstrates the phone 
app he uses to remotely control the pivot, 
it’s easy to see that better level he talks 
about is possible. In many ways, Jimmy 
Robinson is well on his way there.

More Information
To learn more about NRCS conservation 
assistance, please visit your local field 
office or nrcs.usda.gov/montana, where 
you can also find contact information for 
the office in your county.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/montana
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USDA Requests Public Input on Implementation 
of Inflation Reduction Act Funding

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is asking for public input 
through a Federal Register request for 
information on implementation of more 
than $19 billion provided by the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA). USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
will use the investments provided 
through IRA-funded conservation pro-
grams to support farmers and ranchers in 
adopting and expanding climate-smart 
activities and systems. NRCS asks for 
comments on how to target program 
benefits, quantify impact, and improve 
program delivery and outreach, especial-
ly for underserved producers. Comments 
are due Dec. 21, 2022. NRCS will iden-
tify immediate changes that can be made 
in fiscal year 2023 and will continue to 
identify and adopt additional changes in 
future years. 

“Agriculture is at the forefront of the 
nation’s effort to address climate change, 
and we want to hear from people on the 
ground how to implement our programs 
to maximize climate benefits, promote 
equity and assist all producers,” said Ag-
riculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “From 
climate-smart agriculture, to supporting 
healthy forests and conservation, to tax 
credits, to biofuels, infrastructure and 
beyond, this legislation provides USDA 
with significant additional resources to 
lead this historic charge.” 

The Inflation Reduction Act provided 
unprecedented funding levels for several 
of the existing programs that NRCS 
implements.  The increased funding 
levels begin in fiscal year 2023 and 
rapidly build over four years, totaling 
these additional amounts:  
• $8.45 billion – Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program  
• $3.25 billion – Conservation 

Stewardship Program 
• $4.95 billion – Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program  
• $1.4 billion – Agricultural 

Conservation Easement Program 
• $1 billion – Conservation Technical 

Assistance 

NRCS is asking for public input on 
to how to best maximize benefits for 
climate mitigation, including targeting 
practices and programs that provide 
quantifiable reductions in greenhouse 
gas emissions. Additionally, NRCS is 
requesting feedback to help identify 
strategies and provide recommendations 
on how to maximize, target, monitor, and 
quantify improvements to soil carbon, 
reductions in nitrogen losses, and the 
reduction, capture, avoidance, or seques-
tration of carbon dioxide, methane or 
nitrous oxide emissions associated with 
agricultural production. NRCS is also 
seeking ideas for how to further stream-

line and improve program delivery to 
increase efficiencies and expand program 
access for producers, especially under-
served producers.    

Public comments should be submitted 
through the Federal Register notice by 
Dec. 21, 2022. If you have questions, 
contact NRCS.IRA.Input@usda.gov.

More Information 
On August 16, President Biden signed 
the Inflation Reduction Act into law. It is 
a historic, once-in-a-generation invest-
ment and opportunity for the agricultural 
communities that USDA serves. The In-
flation Reduction Act will help producers 
stay on the farm, prevent producers from 
becoming ineligible for future assistance 
and promote climate-smart agriculture 
by increasing access to conservation as-
sistance. In October, USDA took action 
using Inflation Reduction Act funds to 
immediately provide relief to qualifying 
distressed borrowers whose operations 
are at financial risk while working on 
making transformational changes to loan 
servicing. 

USDA has already provided nearly $800 
million in assistance to financially dis-
tressed borrowers and has outlined steps 
to administer up to an additional $500 
million in payments. 

USDA touches the lives of all Ameri-
cans each day in so many positive ways. 
Under the Biden-Harris administration, 
USDA is transforming America’s food 
system with a greater focus on more 
resilient local and regional food produc-
tion, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and 
nutritious food in all communities, build-
ing new markets and streams of income 
for farmers and producers using climate 
smart food and forestry practices, mak-
ing historic investments in infrastructure 
and clean energy capabilities in rural 
America, and committing to equity 
across the Department by removing sys-
temic barriers and building a workforce 
more representative of America. To learn 
more, visit usda.gov.

mailto:Federal%20Register%20notice
mailto:NRCS.IRA.Input@usda.gov
https://www.farmers.gov/inflation-reduction-investments
https://usda.gov
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The new NRCS site has been designed 
to support and enhance our mission by 
delivering relevant, timely, customer-fo-
cused information in an easy-to-navigate 
platform. It’s accessible (or 508 confor-
mant), meaning the site is designed for 
use by people with disabilities. It’s also 
mobile responsive, good for using on a 
phone or tablet as easily as on a desktop 
computer. 

NRCS Launches New Website

The NRCS new website provides 
information on Montana ranking dates, 
resource concerns, programs and initia-
tives, and local news and events. It also 
provides customers details about what 
program and conservation practices are 
available to address specific natural re-
source concerns like soil health, forestry, 
grazing, and more.

Other items include:
• Links to technical guides, resources 

and instructions
• Civil Rights and Outreach
• Local Service Center finder
• Data and reports
• Education and teaching materials

We plan to keep improving our website 
over time, so if you can’t find something 
that you used to find on our website, 
contact us at mt-nrcs-webmasters@usda.
gov and we can help.

Farmers Encouraged to Keep the Stubble During No-Till November

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is en-
couraging Montana farmers to keep the tillage equipment in the 
machine shed during No-Till November.

First launched in 2017, the NRCS project is a conservation twist 
on the national cancer awareness No Shave November campaign 
that encourages people not to shave during the entire month. The 

NRCS campaign encourages farmers to “keep the stubble” on 
their harvested crops fields. The campaign has reached more 
than two million people nationally through Twitter and local 
media since 2017.

“After two years of drought in Montana, it has become very 
apparent that our soils need to be covered.  No-till farming is a 
cornerstone soil health conservation practice which maintains 
soil cover.  No-till keeps soil intact so it can infiltrate and store 
more water.   No-till farming makes the soil more resilient to 
changing climate patterns,” said Marni Thompson, NRCS state 
soil health specialist in Montana. “One of the first soil health 
principles is ‘do not disturb’. This campaign is a fun way to 
remind farmers about the important relationship between tillage 
and soil health.”

Improving soil health increases soil biological activity, which 
leads to many improvements to soil like reduced erosion, im-
proved water infiltration and storage and nutrient retention.

For more information about soil health and no-till, please go 
to https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-
resource-concerns/soils/soil-health.

mailto:mt-nrcs-webmasters@usda.gov
mailto:mt-nrcs-webmasters@usda.gov
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soils/soil-health
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soils/soil-health
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Take the survey Help us improve!Scan the code

Are you a Farmer, Rancher or Forest Manager? 

LET YOUR VOICE
BE HEARD 

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture  
needs your vital 
feedback! 
Scan the QR Code and share your 
opinions with us to create a better 
customer experience and improve 
government programs and services, 
making them more accessible to you. 
This voluntary, anonymous survey 
will take about 10 minutes and asks 
about your interactions and general 
views on working with the Farm 
Service Agency, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and Risk 
Management Agency.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and Risk 
Management Agency works to support 
agriculture by helping America’s farmers, 
ranchers and forest managers leverage 
natural resources and mitigate the significant 
risks of farming through crop insurance, 
conservation programs, farm safety net 
programs, lending and disaster programs. 
From helping farmers recover after natural 
disasters and market fluctuations, to 
providing financial and technical assistance 
to improve operations through voluntary 
conservation, these agencies work together 
in partnership with private landowners and 
agricultural partners to protect and enhance 
the natural resources vital to our Nation. 

By offering your feedback, you are directly 
contributing to securing the future of 
American agriculture. For more information 
or to access the survey in multiple  
languages online, visit  
www.farmers.gov/survey 
or scan the QR code.

September 2022
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Are you a farmer, rancher or forest manager? Please share your vital feedback with 
USDA by taking a nationwide survey at farmers.gov/survey! The survey is completely 
anonymous, will take about 10 minutes to complete, is available in multiple languages, 
and will be open until March 31, 2023. The survey focuses on gathering feedback 
about the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Risk 
Management Agency. 

All farmers, ranchers and forest 
managers are encouraged to take the 
survey. USDA would especially like 
to hear from prospective customers: 
those who don’t know about USDA 
or have yet to work with USDA, and 
those who were unable to participate 
in the past. The survey will help 
USDA enhance support, improve 
programs and services, increase ac-
cess, and advance equity for new and 
existing customers.

Conservation Chats 
Zoe Craft, Soil Conservationist, Hardin 
NRCS

The Hardin field office hosted a 
series of outreach events entitled 
‘Conservation Chats’ throughout 
Big Horn County this September. 
The goal of these chats was to have 
NRCS staff available in different 
areas of the county for one-on-one 
questions local producers may have 
about conservation practices. The 
first installment was a success with 
outreach events in Pryor, Fort Smith, 
and Lodge Grass.

• September 16th, 2022,  
Hardin field office staff (Se-
anna Torske, Evan Van Order, 
Zoe Craft) met with interested 
producers in the Pryor area at the 
Chief Plenty Coups State Park in 
Pryor, MT.

• September 21st, 2022,  
Tribal Conservationist Evan Van 
Order met with interested pro-
ducers around Fort Smith at the 
Afterbay Ranger Station Parking 
Lot in Fort Smith, MT.

• September 27th, 2022,  
Hardin field office staff met at 
the Lodge Grass Post Office in 
Lodge Grass, MT and talked with 
producers in the area.

Couldn’t make it to one of these 
events? We’d like to continue this 
series next Spring! Keep on the 
lookout for flyers announcing the 
next dates and locations. Signup 
for GovDelivery to receive emails 
about upcoming events and programs 
offered.

USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher 
and Forest Manager Prospective Customer 
Survey
USDA needs your vital feedback to make programs more 
accessible, equitable and easier to use.

Take the survey Help us improve!Scan the code

Are you a Farmer, Rancher or Forest Manager? 

LET YOUR VOICE
BE HEARD 

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture  
needs your vital 
feedback! 
Scan the QR Code and share your 
opinions with us to create a better 
customer experience and improve 
government programs and services, 
making them more accessible to you. 
This voluntary, anonymous survey 
will take about 10 minutes and asks 
about your interactions and general 
views on working with the Farm 
Service Agency, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and Risk 
Management Agency.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and Risk 
Management Agency works to support 
agriculture by helping America’s farmers, 
ranchers and forest managers leverage 
natural resources and mitigate the significant 
risks of farming through crop insurance, 
conservation programs, farm safety net 
programs, lending and disaster programs. 
From helping farmers recover after natural 
disasters and market fluctuations, to 
providing financial and technical assistance 
to improve operations through voluntary 
conservation, these agencies work together 
in partnership with private landowners and 
agricultural partners to protect and enhance 
the natural resources vital to our Nation. 

By offering your feedback, you are directly 
contributing to securing the future of 
American agriculture. For more information 
or to access the survey in multiple  
languages online, visit  
www.farmers.gov/survey 
or scan the QR code.

September 2022
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.farmers.gov/contact/survey
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Gardening for Soil Health

1.  Armor the soil
2.  Minimize or eliminate soil disturbance
3.  Grow a diversity of plants
4.  Keep a living root in the soil as long as 
     possible

5.  Incorporate livestock wherever possible

Have you heard the buzz about soil health? It’s not just for 
farmers and ranchers! Gardeners can also use five simple 
principles to improve soil health which decreases water and 
fertilizer use and, most importantly, makes your food more 
nutritious. These principles apply whether you manage 
thousands of acres or a backyard garden.

Did you know that healthy soil is full of life? Millions of 
species and billions of organisms make up a complex and 
diverse mix of microscopic and macroscopic life that represents 
the greatest concentration of biomass anywhere on the planet. 
Bacteria, microscopic insects, earthworms, beetles, ants, mites, 

Learn more 
about the soil health principles and how they 
can be incorporated into your garden with 
the new Gardening for Soil Health Principles 
booklet. Download the publication at https://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-in-
structions/gardening-for-soil-health-montana. 

Request a hard copy from your local NRCS 
office or by emailing mt-nrcs-publications@
usda.gov. 

Get information about soil health, your soils, 
or gardening to produce healthy food for your 
community, visit nrcs.usda.gov/montana or 
contact your local Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service office. Find contact information 
on the last page of this newsletter.

and fungi are among them. There are more soil microorganisms 
(microbes) in a teaspoonful of soil than there are people on 
the earth. The five soil health principles will make your soil an 
ideal habitat for all these soil microbes.

Why are soil microbes important? The biology in the soil has 
a distinct relationship with plants. Plants take carbon from the 
air and convert it to a sugar which is stored in the roots. Plants 
release this sugar in the soil to attract micro-organisms. The 
micro-organisms take the sugar and in exchange give the plants 
nutrients and water that are needed to grow. If our soils aren’t 
functioning as nature intended, we must supplement plants with 
synthetic nutrients that they need for growth. When soils aren’t 
functioning, plants are also more susceptible to diseases and 
insect pests, which may require treatment with chemicals.

Implementing the five soil health principles allows for nature to 
function properly and improves your soil which will decrease 
water use, eliminate the need for fertilizers, pesticides, or 
fungicides, save you money, and most importantly grow more 
NUTRITIOUS food.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/gardening-for-soil-health-montana
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/gardening-for-soil-health-montana
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/gardening-for-soil-health-montana
mailto:mt-nrcs-publications@usda.gov
mailto:mt-nrcs-publications@usda.gov
http://nrcs.usda.gov/montana


Tribal Field Office Directory

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender

USDA-NRCS 
10 E. Babcock St., Rm 443 
Bozeman, MT, 59715 
www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov 
406-587-6811

Browning Field Office  
Serves: Blackfeet Reservation  
Blackfeet Tribal Headquarters  
640 All Chief’s Rd.  
Browning, MT 59417 
Phone: (406) 338-3153

Supervisory District Conservationist – 
Stacy Thornbrugh 
Email: stacy.thornbrugh@usda.gov 
Phone: (406) 576-1062 
Cell: (406) 450-8678 

Crow Agency Field Office  
Serves: Crow Reservation  
Hardin Service Center 
205 13th West Street  
Hardin, MT 59034-0205 
Phone: (406) 629-3228

Tribal Conservationist-  
Evan Van Order  
Email: evan.vanorder@usda.gov 
Phone: (406) 629-3228 
Cell: 551-3952

Fort Belknap Field Office  
Serves: Fort Belknap Reservation 
Currently serviced by the  
Chinook Service Center 
228 Ohio St. 
P.O. Box 189 
Chinook, MT 59523-0189

Supervisory District Conservationist - 
Kailee Calnan 
Email: kailee.calnan@usda.gov 
Phone: (406) 357-2320 ext 117

Lame Deer Field Office  
Serves: Northern Cheyenne Reservation 
Phone: (406) 477-6494  
19 W. Chief’s St.  
P.O. Box 330  
Lame Deer, MT 59043-0330

Tribal Conservationist- Kathy Knobloch  
Email: kathy.knobloch@usda.gov  
Phone: 477-6494

Pablo Field Office  
Serves: Flathead Reservation 
Phone: 675-2700  
Tribal Land Department  
42487 Complex Boulevard 
P.O. Box 871  
Pablo, MT 59855-9700 

Tribal Conservationist- Herb Webb  
Email: herb.webb@usda.gov 
Phone: 675-2700 ext. 1245  

Poplar Field Office  
Serves: Fort Peck Reservation 
Phone: (406) 768-3964  
500 Medicine Bear Road  
Box 1027  
Poplar, MT 59255-1027 

Tribal Conservationist- Paul Finnicum 
Phone: (406) 768-3964  
Email: paul.finnicum@usda.gov 

Rocky Boy Field Office  
Serves: Chippewa Cree Reservation 
Currently serviced by the  
Havre Service Center 
206 25th Ave. W., Ste. 1 
Havre, MT 59501-6008 

Tribal Conservationist- Elizabeth Ballou 
Email: elizabeth.ballou@usda.gov 
Phone: (406) 265-6792

Supervisory District Conservationist - 
Kailee Calnan 
Email: kailee.calnan@usda.gov 
Phone: (406) 357-2320 ext 117 
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If you or anyone you know 
would like to be added to the 
mailing list for the Montana 
NRCS’ Conservation Pathways 
Newsletter, please send your 
email address to  
mt-nrcs-publicinfo@usda.gov, 
Subject: Conservation Pathways.
If you require a hard copy of the 
newsletter, send your mailing 
address to the email address 
above or: 
USDA-NRCS 
Public Affairs 
Attn: Conservation Pathways 
10 E Babcock St, Rm 443 
Bozeman, MT 59715

www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov
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mailto:evan.vanorder@usda.gov
mailto:kailee.calnan@usda.gov
mailto:kathy.knobloch%40usda.gov?subject=
mailto:herb.webb%40usda.gov?subject=
mailto:paul.finnicum@usda.gov
mailto:elizabeth.ballou@usda.gov
mailto:kailee.calnan%40usda.gov?subject=
mailto:mt-nrcs-publicinfo@usda.gov

